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These works look at many African American artists and their contributions to American 
Society.  

Davis, Miles Miles: The Autobiography of Miles 
Davis New York: Simon and Schuster, 
1989 

This national best seller takes readers on 
an intimate journey into the life of one of 
Americas musical giants.  

Mel Watkins On the real side : a history of African 
American comedy Chicago : Lawrence 
Hill Books, c1999.In the Real Side: 
Black Comedians 

A comprehensive history of legendary 
African American comedians. 

Edward 
Kennedy 
Ellington 

Music is my mistress, by Edward 
Kennedy Ellington.  
Garden City, N.Y., Doubleday, 1973. 

An intimate look into the life of America's 
greatest Composer-Duke Ellington. 



Imamu Amiri 
Baraka 

Blues people; Negro music in white 
America. New York, W. Morrow, 
1963. 

A splendid book on the insurgence of jazz 
and blues into the African American 
culture. 

Chuck D Fight the Power New York: Delacorte 
Press, 1996 

This important work looks at rap music 
and its impact on popular culture told by 
Public Enemy's founder. 

Robert Gottieth Reading Jazz: A Gathering of 
Autobiographies, and Collective 
Criticisms New York: Pantheon, 1996 

A collection of autobiographies from 
different people within this splendid genre 
of music. 

Tim Motion Jazz Portraits: An eye for the Sound 
New York: Smithmark, 1995 

An intimate collection of photographs on 
jazz greats from the forties to the nineties. 

Thomas Houser Muhammad Ali in Perspective 
New York: Collins, 1996 

An intimate illustrated biography on the 
life of Muhammad Ali. 

Edited by Gerald 
Early 

The Muhammad Ali Reader 
New Jersey, Ecco, 1996 

A splendid collection of essays written 
about the "Champ". 

Rodney Dale The World of Jazz Edison, NJ: 
Chartell, 1996 

A look at jazz from various time periods 
in American history. 

 


