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Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1998. 
A very well-illustrated, concise yet complete history of Germany written by a German 
history professor. 

Taylor, A.J.P. Bismarck: The Man and the Statesman. New York: Vintage Books, 1955. 
I bought this book to fill out my understanding of an important period of German history. 
It examines Bismarck’s personal and political motivations, and his relationships with 
various rulers, including Franz Josef (Austria) and Ludwig II (Bavaria). 

Weil, Mathias, & Sonja Sammüller. Poesie Verse: Lustiges und Besinnliches für dein 
Album. Germany: Paramount Publishing, 2000. 
This is perhaps just a little ambitious for my current level of German, but it is a good 
goal. Since I was in Germany and Austria learning German, I had to pick up at least a 
couple books in the native language! 

Hungary 

Lázár, István. Hungary: A Brief History. Translated by Albert Tezla. Budapest, 
Hungary: CORVINA Books, 2001. 
During my brief German language course in Vienna, I took a last-minute day trip to 
Budapest to visit a new friend. After hearing a little about Hungarian history from her, I 
wanted to learn the whole story—and of course, I knew that I would enjoy the book after 
having seen many of Budapest’s important edifices. 

Rounding It Out 

Adler, Mortimer J., ed. The Great Ideas Program. Chicago: Encyclopaedia Brittanica, 
Inc., 1963. 
This is an ambitious 10-volume work that guides the reader through the great ideas of 
history, in science, religion, literature, politics, law, and psychology, to name only a few. 
Mortimer J. Adler, accompanied by experts in the various subjects, chose significant 



readings by original writers and wrote a commentary and self-testing questions for each. 
The readings themselves are not included—another direction for my library to grow! I 
already have many of the suggested works, however, and this is a great way to work 
through the important ideas of Western civilization alone or with companions. 

Barzun, Jacques. From Dawn to Decadence: 1500 to the Present: 500 Years of Western 
Cultural Life. New York: HarperCollins Publishers, Inc., 2000. 
A magnificent, readable work that ties it all together! The author was about 90 when he 
wrote it, and his decades of learning and wisdom are evident. He discusses the 
development of religion, philosophy, and our culture in general, with in-depth looks at 
various cities and individuals throughout history. He relates his own opinions 
unashamedly and logically, provoking thought and a desire to investigate further. 

Carey, John. Eyewitness to History. New York: Avon Books, 1987. 
The best way to feel history is to see it through the eyes of people who were there. This 
book is a collection of eyewitness accounts around the world, from the Athens plague 
(430 B.C.), through various disasters, deaths, everyday commentaries, and wars, to the 
20th century. 

Franck, Harry A. A Vagabond Journey Around the World. New York: The Century Co., 
1910. 
Although the author’s journey encompassed far more of the world than I have seen, he 
visited some of the same places, and I love travelogues. Accompanied by many 
photographs, this is a delightful account of characters the author met around the world, 
the most interesting aspect of any journey. It is a window into the world of travel as it 
was nearly a century ago. 

Heer, Friedrich. The Intellectual History of Europe. Trans. Jonathan Steinberg. 
Cleveland: The World Publishing Company, 1966. 
The author begins this book with the claim that the history of ideas is not linear, as it is 
often represented, but rather “lie like overlapping rings across the spiritual map of 
Europe.” This book was written in Vienna soon after World War II (1953), and is in part 
an attempt to explain the tragedy that Europe found itself caught up in. He begins with 
the early Christian church (2nd century) and continues through the 19th century in a 
fascinating examination of the evolution of European ideas. 

Melitz, Leo. The Opera Goer’s Complete Guide. Trans. Richard Salinger. Garden City: 
Garden City Publishing Company, Inc., 1921. 
This is a lovely old book with summaries of 248 operas. I recently discovered the magic 
of opera; it is a way to see into the past, and what people enjoyed for entertainment 
hundreds of years ago, as well as being an incentive to learn more languages (Italian is 
my next goal). 

Popkin, Richard H., ed. The Columbia History of Western Philosophy. New York: MJF 
Books, 1999. 



Since the history of the world is largely the history of ideas, this book is a handy 
reference and overview of philosophy and philosophers, both famous and lesser-known. 

Randall, John Herman, Jr. The Making of the Modern Mind. Cambridge: The Riverside 
Press, 1954. 
The author investigates the evolution of ideas and beliefs, wondering how they began and 
why the ones that lasted have done so. He uses many contemporary quotations and has 
comprehensive (until 1954, anyway) suggested reading lists. He looks at how religion, 
philosophy, and developing technology affected the way people viewed their world. 

Rice, Eugene F., Jr. The Foundations of Early Modern Europe, 1460-1559. New York: 
W.W. Norton & Company, 1970. 
This book examines science, economics, culture, politics, and religion during the period 
of the Reformation and the Renaissance. It discusses the different classes of society and 
how each was affected by the changes in Europe, and looks at a few of the most 
influential individuals in depth. 

Weeks, Marcus. Music: A Crash Course. New York: Watson-Guptill Publications, 1999. 
This is a quick outline of music and composers in Western civilization, written in an 
engaging style. It explains a little about the development of our system of music. It also 
discusses how music was influenced by the prevailing cultural themes, such as 
Romanticism and nationalism. 

Wells, H.G. The Outline of History. Garden City, NY: Doubleday & Co., Inc., 1971. 
First published in 1920, this book was later brought up to date (1971, anyway). Although 
rather dry, it is a good overview of all of history. 

Wright, Willard Huntington. Modern Painting Its Tendency and Meaning. New York: 
John Lane Company, 1915. 
“Modern” means something rather different when it applies to the year 1915. This book 
discusses mainly French Impressionists, but includes Picasso (who became particularly 
important to Spain 20 years later, with his painting “Guernica” created in protest of the 
Franco/Nazi destruction of that town). 

  


