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By 

D O U G L A S E . C O L L A R 

T h i s s t u d y e x a m i n e s t h e l i f e and c a r e e r of G . R o b e r t 

V i n c e n t , f o u n d e r of t h e N a t i o n a l V o i c e L i b r a r y . It u s e s t h e 

l e t t e r s , d o c u m e n t s , s c r a p b o o k s , r e c o r d i n g s , and m e m o i r s f r o m 

M r . V i n c e n t ' s e x t e n s i v e c o l l e c t i o n . It d r a m s u p o n i n t e r v i e w s 

w i t h V i n c e n t , h i s f a m i l y , and c o - w o r k e r s . T h e a p p r o a c h is 

i n f l u e n c e d by t h e w o r k of c u l t u r a l h i s t o r i a n s l i k e R u s s e l 

N y e and R a y B r o w n e . 

T h e s t u d y s u g g e s t s t h a t G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t r e f l e c t e d 

s e v e r a l of t h e m a j o r s o c i a l - c u l t u r a l t h e m e s of h i s g e n e r a t i o n : 

t h e H o r a t i o A l g e r a r c h e t y p e , the w o r k e t h i c , and r u g g e d i n d i -

v i d u a l i s m . V i n c e n t ' s r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h T h e o d o r e R o o s e v e l t 

f u l f i l l e d h i s e a r l y n e e d f o r a s u i t a b l e m e n t o r . H i s a f f i l i a -

t i o n w i t h t h e E d i s o n R e c o r d i n g C o m p a n y p r o v i d e d him w i t h an 

a p p r e n t i c e s h i p in t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n of h i s t o r i c a l s o u n d r e c o r d -

i n g s . 

V i n c e n t ' s c o m b i n a t i o n of i d e a l i s m and p r a g m a t i s m is r o o t e d 

in t h e A m e r i c a n c h a r a c t e r . In h i s own w a y , V i n c e n t ' s w a s 

a u n i q u e l y A m e r i c a n l i f e w h i c h m i r r o r e d t h e a d a p t a t i o n of 

t h e A m e r i c a n D r e a m to t h e t e c h n o l o g i c a l and c u l t u r a l d e v e l o p -

m e n t s of t h e e a r l y T w e n t i e t h C e n t u r y . A l s o , V i n c e n t ' s 

c o n s c i o u s c u l t i v a t i o n of a p e r s o n a s u g g e s t s e l e m e n t s of 



m y t h - m a k i n g w h i c h s t r o n g l y i n f o r m t h e d e m o c r a t i c i d e a l of 

t h e S e l f - m a d e W a n . 

C h a p t e r s o n e , t w o and t h r e e r e c o u n t V i n c e n t ' s f a m i l y 

b a c k g r o u n d and h i s e s t a b l i s h m e n t of an a m a t e u r b o y s ' n e w s p a p e r 

in New Y o r k C i t y . H i s r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h e x - P r e s i d e n t T h e o d o r e 

R o o s e v e l t and i n v o l v e m e n t in T h e B o y s ' P r o g r e s s i v e L e a g u e 

is e x a m i n e d . 

C h a p t e r s f o u r and f i v e a r e d e v o t e d to V i n c e n t ' s i n v o l v e -

m e n t in t h e F i r s t W o r l d W a r . V i n c e n t ran a w a y f r o m s c h o o l 

in 1 9 1 5 , s e r v i n g in F r a n c e . L a t e r , he j o i n e d t h e A m e r i c a n 

A r m y and w a s a J u n i o r A t t a c h e at t h e P a r i s P e a c e C o n f e r e n c e 

in 1 9 1 9 . 

C h a p t e r six r e c o u n t s V i n c e n t ' s a c t i v i t i e s in t h e l i q u o r 

t r a d e d u r i n g P r o h i b i t i o n and h i s w o r k in t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n 

of e a r l y E d i s o n c y l i n d e r r e c o r d i n g s . L a t e r , V i n c e n t e s t a b -

l i s h e d h i s own s o u n d s t u d i o in R a d i o C i t y . 

C h a p t e r s e v e n d e t a i l s t h e p r o d u c t i v e W o r l d W a r II p e r i o d 

w h e n V i n c e n t w a s o f f i c e r in c h a r g e of t h e V - D i s c s e c t i o n . 

He w a s C h i e f S o u n d E n g i n e e r at t h e San F r a n c i s c o C o n f e r e n c e 

and at t h e N u r e m b e r g W a r C r i m e s T r i a l s . 

C h a p t e r e i g h t t r a c e s V i n c e n t ' s a c t i v i t i e s as U n i t e d 

N a t i o n s s o u n d m a n and h i s p r o d u c t i o n w o r k in New Y o r k and 

C a l i f o r n i a . C h a p t e r n i n e p r e s e n t s t h e h i s t o r y of t h e e s t a b -

l i s h m e n t of T h e N a t i o n a l V o i c e L i b r a r y at M i c h i g a n S t a t e 

U n i v e r s i t y w h e r e V i n c e n t w a s C u r a t o r f r o m 1 9 6 2 to 1 9 7 4 . 
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my p a r e n t s , G e o r g e M . and F l o r e n c e 1*1. C o l l a r , 

and to a l l my t e a c h e r s . A l s o to my w i f e , 

C a s s a n d r a , for h e r s t r e n g t h and e n d u r a n c e . 



A C K N O W L E D G M E N T S 

I w o u l d l i k e to t h a n k t h e E n g l i s h D e p a r t m e n t of M i c h i g a n 

S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y for a l l o w i n g me to p u r s u e t h i s d i s s e r t a t i o n 

t o p i c . W i t h o u t t h e s u p p o r t of my c o m m i t t e e , e s p e c i a l l y my 

c h a i r m a n , D r . V i c t o r H o w a r d , t h i s b o o k w o u l d n o t h a v e b e e n 

w r i t t e n . 

A l s o , I t h a n k D r . R a r r y G r o s s , D r . L i n d a W a g n e r , D r . 

L a r r y L a n d r u m , and D r . M a u r i c e C r a n e for t h e i r i n v a l u a b l e 

h e l p and e n c o u r a g e m e n t . D r . R u s s e l Nye p r o v i d e d me w i t h 

t h o u g h t f u l p e r s p e c t i v e at t h e s t a r t of t h e p r o j e c t . D r . 

R i c h a r d C h a p i n , D i r e c t o r of L i b r a r i e s , o f f e r e d h i s u n i q u e 

i n s i g h t s n e a r the e n d . 

F i n a l l y , I o w e my g r e a t e s t d e b t to t h e f a m i l y of G . R o b e r t 

V i n c e n t . V i o l a V i n c e n t g r a c i o u s l y o p e n e d h e r h u s b a n d ' s f i l e s 

to me and o f f e r e d l a r g e m e a s u r e s of tea and good a d v i c e . 

K e n n e t h V i n c e n t w a s g e n e r o u s in h i s s u p p o r t and g a v e me h i s 

t h o u g h t f u l o b s e r v a t i o n s a b o u t h i s f a t h e r ' s l i f e as he saw 

i t . P o s t h u m o u s l y , I t h a n k G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t for b e i n g my 

m e n t o r and t e a c h i n g me t h e v i r t u e s of h a r d w o r k and h u m o r . 

T h e l o v e and s u p p o r t of my f a m i l y h a s s u s t a i n e d me in 

c o m p l e t i n g my d i s s e r t a t i o n . I h o p e t h a t by f i n i s h i n g w h a t 

I s t a r t e d o u t to d o , I h a v e j u s t i f i e d t h e i r f a i t h in m e . 
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I N T R O D U C T I O N 

T h i s b i o g r a p h i c a l s t u d y e x a m i n e s t h e w a y s in w h i c h c e r t a i n 

a s p e c t s of t h e " A m e r i c a n D r e a m " i n f o r m e d and h e l p e d s h a p e 

t h e l i f e of its s u b j e c t G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t . A s i d e f r o m h i s 

c o n s i d e r a b l e a c h i e v e m e n t s in the f i e l d of s o u n d r e c o r d i n g 

and h i s t o r i c a l v o i c e p r e s e r v a t i o n , M r . V/incent w a s a c o m p u l s i v e 

c h r o n i c l e r of h i s o w n , o f t e n c o l o r f u l l i f e . T h u s , t h i s p r o j e c t 

a f f o r d e d a r a r e o p p o r t u n i t y to e x a m i n e a v a r i e t y of p r i m a r y 

s o u r c e m a t e r i a l s i n c l u d i n g a l i f e t i m e c o l l e c t i o n of l e t t e r s , 

d o c u m e n t s , p i c t u r e s , n e w s p a p e r c l i p p i n g s , and m e m o i r s f r o m 

M r . V i n c e n t ' s p e r s o n a l f i l e s . B e c a u s e of M r . V i n c e n t ' s m a n y 

a s s o c i a t i o n s w i t h h i s t o r i c a l p e r s o n a g e s and e v e n t s of the 

T w e n t i e t h C e n t u r y , h i s e x p e r i e n c e s are w o r t h p r e s e r v i n g . 

My t h e s i s is b a s e d on t h e g e n e r a l a s s u m p t i o n t h a t V i n c e n t 

w a s not o n l y a p r o d u c t of the s o c i a l - c u l t u r a l m i l i e u of h i s 

t i m e , b u t t h a t he w a s a l s o a c o n s c i o u s m y t h - m a k e r w h o s t r o v e 

to c r e a t e an e p i c l i f e of h i s own w h i c h , v i e w e d in r e t r o s p e c t , 

r e p r e s e n t e d t h e e v o l u t i o n of the H o r a t i o A l g e r a r c h e t y p e 

i n t o the P o s t M o d e r n A g e . 

In t h i s s t u d y , I w i l l e s t a b l i s h t h a t M r . V i n c e n t w a s 

i n f l u e n c e d by two s i g n i f i c a n t A m e r i c a n c u l t u r a l h e r o e s : 

T h e o d o r e R o o s e v e l t and T h o m a s E d i s o n . H i s r e c o r d i n g of 

R o o s e v e l t at S a g a m o r e H i l l in 1 9 1 2 w a s t h e m o s t s i g n i f i c a n t 



e v e n t of V i n c e n t ' s l i f e . It not o n l y g a l v a n i z e d h i s i n t e r e s t 

in the p o s s i b i l i t i e s of s o u n d r e c o r d i n g , b u t it a l s o b r o u g h t 

him i n t o c o n t a c t w i t h the m o s t i n f l u e n t i a l m a s c u l i n e r o l e 

m o d e l of the e r a . V i n c e n t l a t e r l e a r n e d t h e c r a f t of s o u n d 

e n g i n e e r i n g at t h e E d i s o n R e c o r d i n g C o m p a n y w h e r e he b e g a n 

h i s w o r k in r e s t o r i n g E d i s o n ' s e a r l i e s t e x p e r i m e n t a l v o i c e 

c y l i n d e r s . T h u s , R o o s e v e l t and E d i s o n b e c a m e s e m i n a l f i g u r e s 

b o t h in V i n c e n t ' s l i f e ' s w o r k and in h i s c o n c e p t of h i m s e l f . 

In f o r g i n g the m y t h o l o g y of h i s l i f e , V i n c e n t a s s i m i l a t e d 

s i g n i f i c a n t p o r t i o n s of R o o s e v e l t i a n a and E d i s o n i a . In t h e 

s e n s e t h a t b o t h R o o s e v e l t and E d i s o n w e r e a d v o c a t e s of r u g g e d 

i n d i v i d u a l i s m as w e l l as p r o t o t y p e s of t h e p r e v a i l i n g A l g e r 

e t h i c , V i n c e n t ' s a d m i r a t i o n of t h e m p l a c e d him in t h e t r a d i t i o n 

of A m e r i c a n b o y h o o d w h i c h r u n s f r o m B e n j a m i n F r a n k l i n to 

F i t z g e r a l d ' s J i m m y G a t z . 

As a r e s u l t of V i n c e n t ' s m e t i c u l o u s d o c u m e n t a t i o n of 

h i s l i f e , I h a v e d r a w n u p o n c o n s i d e r a b l e s e 1 f - g e n e r a t e d 

m a t e r i a l . T h e p r o b l e m w i t h V i n c e n t ' s m e m o i r s is t h a t one 

m u s t r e c o g n i z e t h a t t h e y t e n d to m a k e V i n c e n t the c e n t e r 

of e v e n t s w h i c h m i g h t e x a g g e r a t e h i s r o l e or i g n o r e t h e f a c t 

t h a t V i n c e n t w a s o f t e n a p e r i p h e r a l f i g u r e . H o w e v e r , t h a t 

V i n c e n t c a r e d e n o u g h a b o u t e v e n t s to w r i t e a b o u t t h e m at 

a l l is r e m a r k a b l e in i t s e l f . A s i d e f r o m h i s r o m a n t i c " m i s s i o n -

o r i e n t e d " s t y l e , V i n c e n t is an o b s e r v e r . He c r e a t e s in h i s 

m e m o i r s a p e r s o n a w h i c h is not d i s i n g e n u o u s . Y e t , t h e r e 

is a l w a y s a p e r s p e c t i v e in V i n c e n t ' s w r i t i n g . He had a s t r o n g 



s e n s e of h i s t o r y and w a s a l w a y s a w a r e of w h a t he w a s s e e i n g 

and d o i n g . 

M e t h o d o l o g i c a l l y , I t r i e d to c r o s s - r e f e r e n c e e v e n t s 

in the m e m o i r s w i t h e v i d e n c e in o t h e r p r i m a r y m a t e r i a l s : 

l e t t e r s , c l i p p i n g s , or r e c o r d i n g s , w h i c h V i n c e n t o f t e n m a d e 

of t e l e p h o n e c o n v e r s a t i o n s and r a d i o b r o a d c a s t s t h a t he w a s 

c o n n e c t e d w i t h . My i n t e r v i e w s , e s p e c i a l l y t h o s e w i t h h i s 

w i f e w e r e of i m m e a s u r a b l e a s s i s t a n c e . F o r t u n a t e l y , I had 

r e c o r d e d s e v e r a l h o u r s of c o n v e r s a t i o n a l i n t e r v i e w s w i t h 

M r . l/incent b e f o r e h i s d e a t h . 

A m a j o r c o n s i d e r a t i o n in d o i n g t h i s d i s s e r t a t i o n w a s 

how I w o u l d a p p r o a c h my o w n r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h M r . V i n c e n t 

a n d h i s f a m i l y . H a v i n g v i r t u a l l y c o m p l e t e d t h e e n t i r e p r o j e c t 

at V i n c e n t ' s d e s k on h i s t y p e w r i t e r , I w a s a w a r e of my h e a v y 

b u r d e n . As a s c h o l a r , I h a v e t r i e d to be o b j e c t i v e . Y e t , 

my a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h M r . V i n c e n t is an e v i d e n t a d v a n t a g e as 

w e l l as a l i m i t a t i o n in c r e a t i n g t h e t e x t of h i s l i f e . 

It is my h o p e t h a t t h i s d i s s e r t a t i o n w i l l s u g g e s t new 

a v e n u e s of s o c i a l - c u l t u r a l a n a l y s i s t h r o u g h the c o n s i d e r a t i o n 

of a d i v e r s e v a r i e t y of p r i m a r y s o u r c e m a t e r i a l s . B i o g r a p h y , 

a f t e r a l l , is a n o t h e r w a y of c o n s t r u c t i n g a t e x t . G . R o b e r t 

V i n c e n t ' s b i o g r a p h y is n o t so m u c h a s t o r y of a g r e a t man 

as it is a c o l l e c t i o n of o n e m a n ' s g r e a t d r e a m s . O u r r e a l 

l i v e s a r e l i v e d in our h e a d s . As Mark T w a i n w r o t e , " W h a t 

a w e e l i t t l e p a r t of a p e r s o n ' s l i f e a r e h i s a c t s a n d w o r d s ! " 

In an i m p o r t a n t s e n s e , t h o u g h , o u r a c t s and w o r d s - if we 

p r e s e r v e t h e m - c o n s t i t u t e n o t o n l y t h e t e x t s of our l i v e s 



b u t t h o s e of our c u l t u r e . P e r h a p s , t h i s b i o g r a p h y of G . 

R o b e r t V i n c e n t w i l l i l l u m i n a t e , o n c e a g a i n , t h e s t r e n g t h 

of the A m e r i c a n D r e a m and t h e v i b r a n c e of its s e l f - c r e a t i o n a l 

q u a l i t i e s in the t e x t of o n e T w e n t i e t h C e n t u r y l i f e . 



C H A P T E R I 

C H I L D OF THE C E N T U R Y 
F A M I L Y B A C K G R O U N D 

G e o r g e R o b e r t V i n c e n t w a s b o r n in B o s t o n , M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

on J u l y 1 7 , 1 8 9 8 . H i s p a r e n t s w e r e D r . J o h n R . V i n c e n t , 

a p h y s i c i a n , a n d L i s a B l o c h , an A u s t r i a n e m i g r e . W h i l e a v a i l -

a b l e r e s e a r c h on the V i n c e n t l i n e is s k e t c h y , it is k n o w n 

t h a t the V i n c e n t s w e r e E n g l i s h . L i s a B l o c h had g r o w n up 

in V i e n n a w h e r e h e r f a t h e r , D r . J o s e p h B l o c h , w a s a r a b b i 

and a m e m b e r of t h e A u s t r i a n p a r l i a m e n t f r o m a d i s t r i c t in 

Galicia.^" J o h n V i n c e n t m e t L i s a B l o c h w h i l e s t u d y i n g m e d i c i n e 

in E u r o p e in the m i d - 1 8 9 0 ' s . T h e y m a r r i e d , d e s p i t e o b j e c t i o n s 

f r o m D r . B l o c h , and in 1 8 9 6 had a d a u g h t e r , E l l e n . T h e f a m i l y 

m o v e d to B o s t o n w h e r e D r . V i n c e n t s e t up h i s m e d i c a l p r a c t i c e . 

S u b s e q u e n t l y , a r o u n d 1 9 0 2 , L i s a and the c h i l d r e n r e t u r n e d 

to V i e n n a , and the m a r r i a g e w a s d i s s o l v e d . 

D i v o r c e w a s a m a t t e r of r e p r o a c h in t h e e a r l y 1 9 0 0 ' s . 

As a r e s u l t , l i t t l e is k n o w n a b o u t t h e c a u s e of t h e b r e a k u p 

of the V i n c e n t f a m i l y . It m i g h t be a s s u m e d t h a t D r . B l o c h 

e n c o u r a g e d L i s a to r e t u r n to V i e n n a , p e r h a p s o w i n g to h i s 

l o n g s t a n d i n g o p p o s i t i o n of h i s d a u g h t e r ' s m a r r i a g e to a 

2 

g e n t i l e . I n f i d e l i t y m a y h a v e b e e n a f a c t o r . H o w e v e r it 

h a p p e n e d , L i s a b r o u g h t her c h i l d r e n to h e r f a t h e r ' s h o m e 



w h e r e t h e y w e r e r a i s e d in the E u r o p e a n t r a d i t i o n . Y o u n g 

R o b e r t V i n c e n t b e g a n s c h o o l in an A u s t r i a n a c a d e m y w h e r e 

he b e c a m e f l u e n t in G e r m a n . G r a n d f a t h e r R l o c h w a s a s t r i c t 

t u t o r w h o w o u l d r a p V i n c e n t ' s k n u c k l e s w h e n h i s h a n d w r i t i n g 

f a i l e d to p a s s m u s t e r . In the a b s e n c e of h i s f a t h e r , D r . 

B l o c h r e p r e s e n t e d p a t e r n a l a u t h o r i t y d u r i n g V i n c e n t ' s f o r m a t i v e 

y e a r s . T h e boy m u s t h a v e c h a f e d u n d e r the a d m o n i t i o n s of 

the old T a l m u d i c s c h o l a r for he w a s an o u t g o i n g and f u n - l o v i n g 

y o u t h . Y e t , in l a t e r l i f e , R o b e r t V i n c e n t w o u l d p r o v e to 

h a v e a b s o r b e d s o m e of his g r a n d f a t h e r ' s e x a c t i n g w o r k h a b i t s . 

He too w o u l d b e c o m e a p e r f e c t i o n i s t w h o d e m a n d e d h a r d w o r k 

and p r e c i s i o n f r o m h i s c o - w o r k e r s . ^ 

D r . J o s e p h B l o c h c a s t a long s h a d o w o v e r t h e l i v e s of 

h i s d a u g h t e r and g r a n d s o n . H a v i n g b r o u g h t t h e e r r a n t L i s a 

and her c h i l d r e n b a c k to V i e n n a , B l o c h a r r a n g e d a m a r r i a g e 

for L i s a w h i c h w a s m o r e to h i s own l i k i n g . He i n t r o d u c e d 

h e r to D r . J o s e p h T a r l a u , w h o b e c a m e L i s a ' s s e c o n d h u s b a n d 

in 1 9 0 3 . D e s c r i b e d by f a m i l y m e m b e r s as a g e n t l e , q u i e t 

m a n , T a r l a u w a s o l d e r than L i s a and w a s - l i k e h e r f a t h e r 

- a r a b b i . L i s a h a d n u r t u r e d d r e a m s of a w r i t i n g c a r e e r , 

so the new T a r l a u f a m i l y m o v e d to New Y o r k C i t y in 1 9 0 5 to 

be n e a r t h e p u b l i s h i n g i n d u s t r y . L i s a g i v e b i r t h to t h r e e 

m o r e s o n s : T o m m y - b o r n in 1 9 0 4 , T e d d y - b o r n in 1 9 0 7 , and 

M i l t o n - b o r n in 1 9 1 0 . C u r i o u s l y , L i s a ' s d a u g h t e r E l l e n 

w a s l e f t b e h i n d in V i e n n a w h e r e s h e w a s r a i s e d by D r . B l o c h . 

Y e a r s l a t e r , a f t e r E l l e n ' s r e t u r n to A m e r i c a , L i s a T a r l a u 

w o u l d r e f e r to h e r o n l y d a u g h t e r as a c o u s i n f r o m V i e n n a . 



B e a u t i f u l and v a i n , L i s a did not w a n t o t h e r s to k n o w t h a t 

s h e w a s old e n o u g h to h a v e an a d u l t d a u g h t e r . 

T r a c i n g the m a t e r n a l l i n e of R o b e r t V i n c e n t ' s f a m i l y 

is e n r i c h e d by J o s e p h B l o c h ' s d o c u m e n t a t i o n of h i s own l i f e 

in My R e m i n i s c e n c e s p u b l i s h e d in 1 9 2 3 . ^ A d e t a i l e d and o f t e n 

t u r g i d a c c o u n t i n g of his e d u c a t i o n and r i s e to p o l i t i c a l 

p r o m i n e n c e d u r i n g the f i g h t a g a i n s t A u s t r i a n a n t i - s e m i t i s m 

in the 1 8 8 0 ' s , the v o l u m e p r o v i d e s a u s e f u l p i c t u r e of t h e 

f o r c e s w h i c h s h a p e d B l o c h ' s l i f e a n d w h i c h i n d i r e c t l y i n f l u -

e n c e d V i n c e n t and h i s m o t h e r . B l o c h ' s w a s an a r c h e t y p a l 

E u r o p e a n r i s e f r o m t h e p r o v i n c e s to f a m e in the c e n t e r of 

e m p i r e . L i k e t h e H o r a t i o A l g e r n o v e l s of V i n c e n t ' s y o u t h , 

h i s g r a n d f a t h e r ' s s u c c e s s s t o r y m u s t h a v e e c h o e d in V i n c e n t ' s 

y o u n g c o n s c i o u s n e s s . In V i n c e n t ' s m o t h e r L i s a , h o w e v e r , 

it p r o d u c e d a r e a c t i o n . F r e e - s p i r i t e d and p r o u d , L i s a r e j e c t e d 

r e l i g i o u s o r t h o d o x y in f a v o r of l i t e r a r y w a y s . If s h e c o u l d 

n o t m e a s u r e up to her f a t h e r ' s s t a n d a r d s , s h e w o u l d set h e r 

o w n . All her l i f e , s h e s e e m e d to be at w a r w i t h c o n v e n t i o n . 

Y e t for her e l d e s t s o n , R o b e r t , t h e r e w a s l i b e r a t i o n , b o t h 

f r o m J u d a i s m and t h e s t r u g g l e s a g a i n s t p a r e n t a l s t r i c t u r e s . 

T h e p r o g r e s s i o n f r o m G r a n d f a t h e r B l o c h to L i s a to R o b e r t 

V i n c e n t b r o u g h t the f a m i l y l i n e i n t o t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y A m e r i c a 

w i t h a l l i t s p l u r a l i s t i c and s e c u l a r a t t r a c t i o n s . R o b e r t 

V i n c e n t ' s y o u t h w a s c h a r g e d by a k i n d of P r o m e t h e a n l i g h t 

p r o v i d e d by the t e n s i o n b e t w e e n h i s c l e r i c a l g r a n d f a t h e r 

and h i s b e a u t i f u l w r i t e r - m o t h e r . 



D r . J o s e p h S . B l o c h w a s a man w h o k n e w w h a t he w a n t e d . 

B o r n in D u k l a G a l i c i a on N o v e m b e r 2 0 , 1 8 5 0 , B l o c h r o s e f r o m 

p e a s a n t s t o c k to b e c o m e an i n f l u e n t i a l p u b l i s h e r and m e m b e r 
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of the A u s t r i a n p a r l i a m e n t f r o m 1 8 8 3 to 1 8 9 5 . S e n t to C h e d e r 

or p r i v a t e s c h o o l at t h e a g e of t h r e e by h i s b a k e r p a r e n t s , 

J o s e p h w a s i n i t i a t e d i n t o t h e B i b l e at f i v e and at six c a m e 

to a M e l a m e d ( t e a c h e r ) of t h e T a l m u d . W r i t i n g of t h i s , B l o c h 

r e c a l l e d t h o s e d a r k a f t e r n o o n s s p e n t at h i s t e a c h e r ' s h o u s e 

w h i c h s e r v e d as b e d r o o m , p a r l o u r and s c h o o l r o o m : 

In t h i s r o o m I s p e n t t h e w h o l e m o r n i n g , a f t e r n o o n 
and a l s o p a r t of the e v e n i n g t i l l a b o u t ten o ' c l o c k , 
w i t h p a u s e s o n l y of o n e h o u r f o r e a c h m e a l . B u t 
I did n o t f i n d it too m u c h . I had l e a r n t to l o v e 
t h e d u l l , g l o o m y r o o m at my t e a c h e r ' s , n o t so m u c h 
f r o m m e r e l o v e of l e a r n i n g as f r o m a v e r s i o n to 
s t a y i n g h o m e ; my f a t h e r tyas e x t r e m e l y s e v e r e and 
I w a s glad to a v o i d h i m . 

A q u i c k s t u d y , J o s e p h s o o n b e c a m e a m o d e l s t u d e n t u s e d by 

t h e t e a c h e r as p r o o f of h i s e x c e l l e n t t e a c h i n g m e t h o d to 

w i n c h i l d r e n of w e l l - t o - d o f a m i l i e s to t h e C h e d e r . 

A f t e r h i s b a r m i t z v a h , J o s e p h w a s s e n t a w a y w i t h o n l y 

two f l o r i n s in h i s p o c k e t , w h i c h he p r o m p t l y l o s t b e f o r e 

l e a v i n g t o w n . A f t e r r e t u r n i n g h o m e and b e i n g t h r a s h e d by 

h i s f a t h e r for t h e l o s s , he b e g a n a p e r i o d of w a n d e r i n g . 

He w r o t e . 

I t r a v e l e d t h r o u g h d i f f e r e n t G a l i c i a n c i t i e s w i t h o u t 
s t a y i n g a n y w h e r e for a l o n g t i m e . T h e r e w a s a 
r e s t l e s s n e s s in me w h i c h d r o v e me f r o m o n e p l a c e 
to a n o t h e r . My s t a n d i n g q u a r t e r s in e v e r y t o w n 
w a s t h e B e t h - H a - M i d r a s h w h e r e I u s e d to s l e e p on 
a b e n c h . H o w e v e r , I w a s not t h e o n l y o n e w h o s l e p t 
t h e r e . To g e t a w a r m p l a c e n e a r t h e s t o v e w i l d 
b a t t l e s w e r e f o u g h t and I w a s not a l w a y s v i c t o r i o u s . 
So I s p e n t my f i r s t y e a r S g O f w a n d e r i n g in p o v e r t y , 
y e t I w a s n e v e r h o m e s i c k . 



S o o n , J o s e p h g a i n e d a r e p u t a t i o n a m o n g t h e men w h o c a m e e a c h 

day to t h e t e m p l e to s t u d y . A r r a n g i n g a s o r t of p u b l i c p e r -

f o r m a n c e , he a s k e d t h e m to c h o o s e f r o m o u t of t h e h u n d r e d s 

of s f o r i m ( b o o k s ) t h a t w e r e on t h e s h e l v e s , any t w o v o l u m e s . 

T h o u g h t h e y d i f f e r e d in c o n t e n t and t h e m e , J o s e p h o f f e r e d 

to find out s o m e c o n n e c t i o n b e t w e e n t h e m in ten m i n u t e s . 

As he w r o t e , the a c t w a s s u c c e s s f u l : 

T h i s p e r f o r m a n c e w o u l d a l w a y s c a u s e g r e a t a d m i r a -
t i o n , and for t h e s a k e of fun t h e y w o u l d put t h e 
m o s t h e t e r o g e n e o u s w o r k s t o g e t h e r ; a T a l m u d t r e a t i s e 
on t e m p l e s a c r i f i c e s w i t h o n e on c i v i l law s u i t s ; 
o n c e t h e y g a v e me r e s p o n s e s f r o m t h e G a o n i m of 
t h e 8 t h c e n t u r y and a w o r k of r e s p o n s e s f r o m t h e 
1 7 t h c e n t u r y . I s o l v e d t h e s e p r o b l e m s w i t h m o r e 
or l e s s s u b t l e t y . I y o u l d a l w a y s f i n d out s o m e 
I m p o r t a n t c o n n e c t i o n . 

A f t e r b e c o m i n g a l o c a l c e l e b r i t y for t h e s e f e a t s , J o s e p h 

w a s t a k e n in by R a b b i UJittmayer in t h e t o w n of S a m b o r , w h e r e 

he l e a r n e d t h e h i s t o r y of N a p o l e a n f r o m t h e old m a n ' s g r a n d -

s o n . H i s e a r l y D a f F o l i o ( m e m o r i z e d ) l e a r n i n g of t h e T a l m u d 

w o u l d g a i n him s t a t u s as p u p i l to t h e f a m o u s R a b b i J . S . 

IMathanson of L e m b e r g and w o u l d e v e n t u a l l y l e a d him o u t of 

t h e p r o v i n c e s i n t o V i e n n a w h e r e he w o u l d s e e k a s e c u l a r e d u c a -

t i o n . 

D e s p i t e h i s g r o w i n g r e p u t a t i o n as a s c h o l a r , J o s e p h 

B l o c h d e m o n s t r a t e d a s e n s e of h u m o r and g l i b t o n g u e w h i c h 

o f t e n p r e s e n t e d h i m w i t h p r o b l e m s . R e t u r n i n g to h i s h o m e 

at I B , he w a s e n g a g e d to t h e d a u g h t e r of a g r a n d s o n of t h e 

r e n o w n e d R a b b i M e n d e l e of R y m a n o w . A f t e r s i g n i n g t h e a g r e e -

m e n t of b e t r o t h a l , J o s e p h grew i m p a t i e n t to see m o r e of h i s 

f u t u r e w i f e . He w r o t e : 



My l i f e at h o m e w a s u n b e a r a b l e and o n e day I w e n t 
to my f i a n c e e ' s f a t h e r and m o t h e r , and s u g g e s t e d 
t h a t I w i s h e d to m a r r y . S u c h a r e m a r k w a s n a t u r a l l y 
c o n s i d e r e d m o s t s h o c k i n g ; a t h i n g o n e n e v e r w o u l d 
h a v e e x p e c t e d f r o m a w e l l - b r e d p i o u s y o u n g m a n , 
and m o r e o v e r f r o m a T a l m u d i s t . T h e m o t h e r w h o 
p r i d e d h e r s e l f on b e i n g t h e g r a n d d a u g h t e r of t h e 
a u t h o r of "Ma or we S h o m e s h " . . . b e g a n to e n u m e r a t e 
h e r a n c e s t o r s , f a m o u s r a b b i s , and s a i d w h o e v e r 
w o u l d m a r r y her d a u g h t e r w a s n o t to f o r g e t h e r 
descf=gt and m u s t show h i m s e l f w o r t h y of t h e s e g r e a t 
men . 

In a n s w e r to t h i s , J o s e p h said s o m e t h i n g he w a s s o r r y for 

the n e x t m i n u t e : " W i t h so m a n y S e i d e s ( g r a n d f a t h e r s ) t h e r e 

w i l l s c a r c e l y be r o o m in b e d . " T h i s w a s , of c o u r s e , f o l l o w e d 

by a f l o o d of i n v e c t i v e f r o m the m o t h e r , so J o s e p h h u r r i e d 

a w a y w i t h o u t s a y i n g g o o d b y e . 

J o s e p h B l o c h ' s t e n d e n c y t o w a r d p r a c t i c a l j o k e s , w h i c h 

w o u l d f i n d its w a y i n t o g r a n d s o n R o b e r t ' s p e r s o n a l i t y , is 

e v i d e n c e d in a l a t e r e p i s o d e at E i s e n s t a d t . J o s e p h had ob-

t a i n e d l e t t e r s of i n t r o d u c t i o n to O r . E s r i e l H i l d e s h e i m e r , 

h e a d of a f a m o u s o r t h o d o x s c h o o l . He w r o t e : 

I had c o m e to E i s e n s t a d t l i k e so m a n y of my c o m r a d e s 
n o t to e n l a r g e my k n o w l e d g e of t h e T a l m u d , b u t ^ 
to p a r t i c i p a t e in t h e l e s s o n s of s e c u l a r l e a r n i n g . 

T h e l e s s o n s w e r e s t i m u l a t i n g and b e g a n e a c h m o r n i n g w i t h 

the r a b b i b r i n g i n g h i s s t u d e n t s b l a c k c o f f e e at 4 a . m . 

H o w e v e r , t h i s r o u t i n e e n d e d a b r u p t l y w h e n B l o c h " h e l p e d " 

two f e l l o w s t u d e n t s in a d e b a t e c l u b by p r o v i d i n g t h e m w i t h 

i d e n t i c a l l e c t u r e s . As he r e l a t e d in h i s m e m o i r s : 

S a t u r d a y a f t e r n o o n c a m e ; t h e a u d i e n c e w a s a s s e m b l e d , 
the r o o m q u i t e f u l l , and as s o o n as t h e r a b b i en-
t e r e d t h e " K o p e n h a g e n - m a n " s t o o d up b e f o r e h u m 
and b e g a n to s p e a k . . . . He had s c a r c e l y s p o k e n 



a few m i n u t e s , w h e n h i s c o m r a d e i n t e r r u p t e d h i m , 
c r y i n g o u t : " B u t t h i s is my P s h e t l ( l e c t u r e ) . 
T h a t w a s , w h a t I w a n t e d to s a y . " T h i s s c e n e w a s 
r e p e a t e d s e v e r a l t i m e s and n a t u r a l l y e l i c i t e d p e a l s 
of l a u g h t e r . W h e n t h e f i r s t s p e a k e r had c o n c l u d e d 
h i s c o m r a d e ' s t u r n c a m e , b u t to the g r e a t a m u s e m e n t 
of t h e a u d i e n c e it b e c a m e e v i d e n t a f t e r a few m i n -
u t e s t h a t he c o u l d p r e s e n t n o t h i n g e l s e b u t w h a t 
had a l r e a d y b e e n said . . . T h e r a b b i w a s v e r y 
a n g r y a b o u t t h i s a f f a i r in h i s belovjcj s c h o o l , 
and so I l o s t f a v o r f o r a l o n g t i m e . 

U n a b l e to f o l l o w D r . H i l d e s h e i m e r to B e r l i n w i t h h i s m o r e 

f a v o r e d d i s c i p l e s , B l o c h t r a v e l e d to B r e s l a u , t h e n t h e p r i n c i -

p a l s e a t of J e w i s h e d u c a t i o n , w h e r e he l e a r n e d G e r m a n . S o o n 

m a s t e r i n g l o g i c , e s t h e t i c s , c h e m i s t r y , p h y s i c s , and p o l i t i c a l 

e c o n o m y , he p r o c e e d e d to M u n i c h w h e r e he w r o t e a s t u d y of 

t h e J e w s in S p a i n for h i s d o c t o r a t e . 

W h i l e w o r k i n g as a r a b b i in F l o r i d s d o r f , a s m a l l m a n u -

f a c t u r i n g t o w n w i t h a p o p u l a t i o n of w o r k i n g c l a s s " d i s t i n -

g u i s h e d by a c e r t a i n h u n g e r for e d u c a t i o n , J o s e p h B l o c h 

w r o t e the m o s t i m p o r t a n t t r a c t of h i s l i f e . It w o u l d p r o p e l 

him i n t o a p o s i t i o n of l e a d e r s h i p in A u s t r i a n p o l i t i c s d u r i n g 

the n e x t c r u c i a l d e c a d e w h i c h w o u l d f o c u s t h e v o l a t i l e i s s u e 
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of a n t i - s e m i t i s m . On A u g u s t 1 2 , 1 8 8 2 t h e w o r k e r s c a m e 

en m a s s e to h e a r D r . B l o c h ' s h i s t o r y of t h e i r b r o t h e r w o r k e r s 

at the t i m e of C h r i s t and a f t e r . G a l v a n i z i n g h i s a u d i e n c e 

w i t h h i s d e t a i l e d p i c t u r e of the r e l a t i o n s h i p of J u d a i s m 

to the w o r k i n g c l a s s , B l o c h v o l u b l y l i n k e d J u d a i s m w i t h l a b o r 

t h r o u g h t h e a g e s . I t , a p p a r e n t l y , w a s an i m p r e s s i v e p i e c e 

of s c h o l a r s h i p . As a p o l i t i c a l s t a t e m e n t , the t r a c t w a s 

a w e l l - t i m e d t h r u s t a g a i n s t t h e a n t i - s e m i t i s m l i n k a g e of 

J e w s to t h e s t e r e o t y p i c b a n k e r - c a p i t a l i s t b u g a b o o . 



R l o c h w a s i m m e d i a t e l y p r a i s e d by such l i b e r a l s as A d o l f 

F i s c h o t , w h o h e l p e d c i r c u l a t e c o p i e s of t h e t r a c t . 1 8 8 2 

had seen f u r i o u s p u b l i c a g i t a t i o n a g a i n s t t h e T a l m u d in 

A u s t r i a . A n t i - s e m i t i s m w a s at its p e a k . T h e m o v e m e n t w a s 

i n c i t e d p r i n c i p a l l y by D r . A u g u s t R o h l i n g , p r o f e s s o r at t h e 

U n i v e r s i t y of P r a g u e , w h o p r o m i s e d a p r i z e of 1 0 0 0 T h a l e r 

to a n y o n e a b l e to p r o v e to the G e r m a n A s s o c i a t i o n of O r i e n -

t a l i s t s t h a t t h a t a s i n g l e q u o t a t i o n f r o m h i s b o o k T h e 

T a l m u d i c J e w w a s f a l s e . T h e b o o k , p r e d i c t a b l y w a s a s c r e e d 

of l i e s and d i s t o r t i o n s . 

A f t e r a s e a s o n of c h a r g e and c o u n t e r - c h a r g e , D r . B l o c h 

on D e c e m b e r 2 2 , 1 8 8 2 p u b l i s h e d a s p e c i a l p a m p h l e t in W i e n e r 

A l l q e m e i n e Z e i t u n q . It w a s a c l e a r and l o g i c a l p o i n t - b y -

p o i n t r e f u t a t i o n of R o h l i n g ' s a t t a c k s . So p e r s u a s i v e w a s 

h i s w r i t i n g t h a t B l o c h b e c a m e t h e n o m i n a l l e a d e r of t h e m o v e -

m e n t to c o m b a t t h e g r o w i n g t i d e of A u s t r i a n a n t i - s e m i t i s m . 

A l l i e d w i t h him w e r e n o t o n l y J e w i s h l e a d e r s b u t a l s o s u c h 

p o w e r f u l m e n as C o u n t T a a f e , the p r e m i e r , and C o u n t 

F a l k e n h a y e n , t h e m i n i s t e r of a g r i c u l t u r e . W h a t m a d e J o s e p h 

B l o c h a m a n of t h e h o u r w a s h i s k n o w l e d g e of t h e T a l m u d , 

t a r g e t of R o h l i n g ' s a t t a c k s . ^ 

A R o m a n C a t h o l i c p r i e s t and a p p o i n t e e of t h e E m p e r o r 

to t e a c h a n c i e n t H e b r e w , R o h l i n g w a s a b l e to t a k e a d v a n t a g e 

of t h e w i d e s p r e a d i g n o r a n c e of t h e T a l m u d a m o n g c o n t e m p o r a r y 

A u s t r i a n J e w s . As B l o c h w r o t e : 

In p u b l i c h o u s e s t h e a r t i c l e s w e r e r e a d o u t to 
g u e s t s , and t h e J e w s s h u n n e d p u b l i c e s t a b l i s h m e n t s . 
T h e w o r s t a b o u t it w a s t h a t a g r e a t m a n y J e w s b e g a n 



to b e l i e v e in t h i s s l a n d e r . T h e J e w s w e r e g r e a t l y 
d e p r e s s e d and t h e i r f a t e w a s p a t h e t i c to a d e g r e e . 
T h e y w e r e n o t a c q u a i n t e d w i t h the T a l m u d nor did 
t h e y w a n t to k n o w a n y t h i n g a b o u t i t , a n d noijjgthey 
h e a r d n o t h i n g e l s e f r o m m o r n i n g t i l l n i g h t . 

E v e n the l e a d i n g r a b b i s of A u s t r i a w e r e r e m a i n i n g s i l e n t . 

C l e a r l y , B l o c h ' s D e c e m b e r 22 e s s a y w a s t h e f i r s t a t t e m p t 

to d e a l w i t h R o h l i n g s c i e n t i f i c a l l y t r i c k e d o u t h a t r e d a g a i n s t 

J e w s . W h a t c a m e to be k n o w n as " T h e T a l m u d Q u e s t i o n " w a s 

17 

t h e f i r s t f l u s h of a n t i - s e m i t i s m in A u s t r i a . It w o r k e d 

the T a l m u d for w h a t it w a s w o r t h n o t o n l y to i n f l a m e t h e 

i n s t i n c t s of t h e l o w e r c l a s s e s b u t , w o r s e , to j u s t i f y a n t i -

J e w i s h s e n t i m e n t to the m o r e o p e n m i n d e d i n t e l l i g e n t s i a . 

D e s p i t e s o m e d i s s e n t by t h e m o r e c a u t i o u s V i e n n e s e J e w r y 

w h o f e a r e d t h a t he h a d g o n e too f a r , B l o c h w a s a h e r o to 

t h o s e in t h e p r o v i n c e s . In M a r c h of 1 8 8 3 , he w a s e l e c t e d 

a m e m b e r of p a r l i a m e n t for the e l e c t o r a l d i s t r i c t s of K o l o m e a , 

B u c z a c z , and S n i a t y n . S e r v i n g the P a l i s h d i s t r i c t for 13 

y e a r s , J o s e p h B l o c h w a s to b e c o m e m o r e t h a n a h i s t o r i c a l 

f o o t n o t e in an era w h e n n o t o n l y a n t i - s e m i t i s m b u t s o c i a l i s m 

a n d G e r m a n n a t i o n a l i s m w e r e b u r n i n g p o l i t i c a l q u e s t i o n s in 

t h e A u s t r o - H u n g a r i a n E m p i r e . 

By 1 9 0 0 , J o s e p h B l o c h had b e c o m e an e l d e r s t a t e s m a n . 

P o l i t i c s h a d g i v e n w a y to h i s p u b l i s h i n g i n t e r e s t s . R o b e r t 

V i n c e n t r e m e m b e r e d h i s g r a n d f a t h e r as a s t e r n m e n s c h , yet 

he o f f h a n d e d l y r e f e r r e d to the old man as " m a y o r of V i e n n a 
1 g 

or s o m e t h i n g " w h e n p r e s s e d a b o u t B l o c h ' s p o l i t i c a l c a r e e r . " 

V i n c e n t c o u l d be coy a b o u t t h i n g s he did n o t w i s h to d i s c u s s . 



S i g n f i c a n t l y , B l o c h ' s a u t o b i o g r a p h y c o n t a i n s no m e n t i o n 

of h i s i m m e d i a t e f a m i l y . C o n c e n t r a t i n g on h i s r i s e f r o m 

p o v e r t y and h i s p o l i t i c a l t r i u m p h s , t h e b o o k (in the i n t r o -

d u c t i o n ) c u r i o u s l y a l l u d e s to B l o c h ' s joy at v i s i t i n g h i s 

b r o t h e r and f a m i l y in New York in 1 9 1 2 . T h e r e is no t r a c e 

of h i s own w i f e or d a u g h t e r L i s a in t h e b o o k . R a t h e r , B l o c h 

d w e l l s on t h e h a p p y " i d e a l h o m e and f a m i l y " of h i s b r o t h e r 

w h e r e " h e a r t y a f f e c t i o n of p a r e n t s and c h i l d r e n " and " m u t u a l 
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l o v e and a t t a c h m e n t " f l o u r i s h . At t h e c e n t e r of h i s e f f u -

s i v e t r i b u t e is an i d y l l i c p o r t r a i t of h i s s i s t e r - i n - l a w 

w h o m J o s e p h d e s c r i b e s as a k i n d of O l d T e s t a m e n t R u t h . He 

w r o t e of h e r : 

O n l y a p o e t c o u l d do h e r f u l l j u s t i c e . She w a s 
a s t a t e l y b e a u t y w i t h g r e a t p e r s o n a l c h a r m s and 
a s t r i k i n g p r e s e n c e w h e n r e c e i v i n g g u e s t s ; s h e 
w a s a j u d i c i o u s w o m a n b u t an e x p e r i e n c e d and m o s t 
a b l e b u s i n e s s - w o m a n - and m o r e t h a n a n y t h i n g e l s e 
she w a s r e m a r k a b l e f o r t h e c h o i c e v i r t u e s of h e r 
h e a r t . H e r c h a r i t y and s y m p a t h y w e r e q u i t e o u t 
of t h e c o m m o n , and s h e g a v e w i t h so m u c h l o v e and 
g r a c e t h a t w h o r e c e i v e d it f e l t d o u b l e and t h r i c e -
f i l d h a p p i n e s s . . . t h i s w o m a n , w h o s e H e b r e w n a m e 
m e a n t . . . q u e e n , r u l e d her h o u s e lj|j e a t r u e 
p r i n c e s s by t h e g r a c e of G o d . . . . 

W h e t h e r J o s e p h B l o c h ' s w i f e d e s e r v e d e q u a l p r a i s e we 

do not k n o w . It is k n o w n t h a t she w a s a p r o v i n c i a l g i r l 

a n d t h a t J o s e p h d i v o r c e d h e r . F r o m t h e o m i s s i o n s in B l o c h ' s 

m e m o i r s and t h e e x t r a v a g a n t p r a i s e of h i s s i s t e r - i n - l a w , 

it can be i n f e r r e d t h a t J o s e p h B l o c h f o u n d m u c h to be d e s i r e d 

in h i s w i f e and d a u g h t e r . 

R e b e l l i o n f r o m p a r e n t a l s t r i c t u r e s c o n s t i t u t e s a s t r o n g 

t h e m e in t h e B l o c h f a m i l y . L i s a B l o c h ' s e a r l y m a r r i a g e to 



G e o r g e V i n c e n t e c h o e s her f a t h e r ' s f l i g h t f r o m an o p p r e s s i v e 

h o m e l i f e . S t r o n g - w i l l e d , s p o i l e d , u n l i k e l y to h a v e i n h e r i t e d 

h e r f a t h e r ' s p i e t y , L i s a B l o c h w a s a c h i l d of a d i f f e r e n t 

a g e . B r i g h t and h e a d s t r o n g , she a p p e a r s to h a v e b e e n a s o r t 

of V i e n n e s e A l i c e L o n g w o r t h R o o s e v e l t , w i l l i n g to try new 

t h i n g s and t h e i n t e l l e c t u a l e q u a l of m e n . B o h e m i a n by t e m p e r -

m e n t , s h e w a s e c c e n t r i c and s e l f i s h , y e t is k n o w n to h a v e 

21 

l o v e d her f o u r s o n s and d a u g h t e r . S e e m i n g l y f r e e to l i v e 

her own l i f e in A m e r i c a a f t e r 1 9 0 5 , L i s a B l o c h T a r l a u m u s t 

h a v e f a l l e n s h o r t of her f a t h e r ' s t r a d i t i o n a l c o n c e p t i o n 

of w o m e n . 

T h r o u g h o u t h e r l i f e , u n t i l h e r d e a t h in 1 9 4 8 , L i s a B l o c h 

T a r l a u w a s a p o w e r f u l but e n i g m a t i c f o r c e in the l i v e s of 

h e r c h i l d r e n . No n e s t b u i l d e r , s h e p u r s u e d a w r i t i n g c a r e e r 

d u r i n g a t i m e w h e n j o u r n a l i s m w a s m a i n l y a m a s c u l i n e p r o f e s -

s i o n . H o w e v e r , a l l f i v e of her c h i l d r e n g r e w up to b e c o m e 
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s u c c e s s f u l and p r o s p e r o u s . She w a s a p a r e n t w h o d e m a n d e d 

and e s p o u s e d l o v e b u t f o u n d it h a r d to g i v e . K e n n e t h V i n c e n t , 

R o b e r t ' s s o n , now a p s y c h o l o g i s t , r e l a t e s a s t o r y w h i c h d e m o n -

s t r a t e s t h i s . W h i l e p l a y i n g w i t h h i s toy b i l l i a r d s e t , 

K e n n e t h w a s c o n f r o n t e d by h i s g r a n d m o t h e r b e a r i n g a m i n i a t u r e 

c a n e as a g i f t . L i s a t e r s e l y a d d r e s s e d t h e s m a l l boy s a y i n g , 

" h e r e , t h i s is for y o u . " S h e then t o s s e d t h e toy c a n e on 

the b i l l i a r d t a b l e s c a t t e r i n g t h e b a l l s and t u r n e d o u t of 
23 

t h e r o o m l e a v i n g t h e boy t e r r i f i e d . W h i l e o t h e r s r e c a l l 

h e r as a m a n i p u l a t i v e m o t h e r a l w a y s t r y i n g to set o n e of 

h e r c h i l d r e n a g a i n s t a n o t h e r , she m u s t h a v e l o v e d t h e m in 



h e r own w a y . ft s t r a n g e t y p e d n o t e , p r e s u m a b l y w r i t t e n to 

R o b e r t , r e m a i n s as a t e s t a m e n t to h e r n e e d to be l o v e d by 

h e r c h i l d r e n . It r e a d s : 

D e a r L i t t l e J u n i o r M a c h i n e : - I l i k e you and I 
w i s h you w o u l d l i k e me too and b r i n g me luck as 
y o u r l i t t l e s i s t e r did w h o m I g a v e a w a y . If you 
w i l l be my l i t t l e m a s c o t I w i l l t r e a t you a l w a y s 
g o o d and w i t h as m u c h c a r e as I ej^n and you w i l l 
h a v e a r e a l l o v i n g h o m e w i t h m e . 

L . Y . T . 

F o u n d a m o n g h e r old m a n u s c r i p t s t h e n o t e r e p r e s e n t s 

the p r o m i s e , if n o t t h e f u l f i l l m e n t , of L i s a ' s d e s i r e to 

be a l o v i n g m o t h e r . A p o r t r a i t of L i s a B l o c h T a r l a u s t i l l 

h a n g s in R o b e r t V i n c e n t ' s b e d r o o m . T a k e n in her t h i r t i e s , 

t h e p h o t o g r a p h r e v e a l s a c o u n t e n a n c e t h a t is p o i s e d and p r o u d . 

The f a c e h a s the a s p e c t of a y o u n g E t h e l B a r r y m o r e and 

r e s e m b l e s t h e f o r t h r i g h t b e a u t y of a J a m e s M o n t g o m e r y F l a g g 

s u b j e c t w i t h a s t r o n g jaw a n d c l e a r e y e s . It is i n s c r i b e d , 
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"To R o b e r t , t h e f i r s t y o u n g m a n I e v e r l o v e d . . . ." 

As a w r i t e r , L i s a a c h i e v e d a m o d e s t l e v e l of s u c c e s s 

in the y e a r s b e f o r e 1 9 2 0 . W r i t i n g u n d e r t h e n a m e of L i s a 

Y s a y e , s h e w a s an e d i t o r w i t h v a r i o u s p u b l i c a t i o n s i n c l u d i n g 

T h e D e l i n e a t o r . A c o n t r i b u t o r of e s s a y s and o c c a s i o n a l f i c -

t i o n to m a g a z i n e s i n c l u d i n g T h e A t l a n t i c M o n t h l y , L i s a w r o t e 

in a s t y l e w h i c h w a s i n t e n d e d for an a u d i e n c e c o m p o s e d m a i n l y 

of w o m e n . H e r m a i n g e n r e w a s f a n t a s y w i t h an e m p h a s i s on 

t h e m e s of r e g r e t and l o n g i n g for a b e t t e r , m o r e f u l f i l l i n g 

w o r l d . In a l e t t e r of a c c e p t a n c e f r o m T h e A t l a n t i c M o n t h l y , 

t h e e d i t o r w r o t e : 



T h e r e a r e s c o r e s of m a n u s c r i p t s on my d e s k , b u t 
f a n c y d w e l l s in o n l y o n e of t h e m . I f i n d " B l u e 
R o s e s " a r e a l o a s i s in a t r y i n g d e s e r t . It c a l l s 
up m e m o r i e s of old d e l i g h t s in r e a d i n g " F a n t a s i a " 
a n d " O n ne B a d i n e P a s " and t h o s e o t h e r k i n d r e d 
f a n t a s i e s , w i t h t h ^ r s e n t i m e n t and i n e v i t a b l e 
t o u c h of c y n i c i s m . 

Y e t , in r e t r o s p e c t , h e r s t o r i e s s e e m m o r e o f t e n c y n i c a l 

t h a n r o m a n t i c . T h e f a n t a s i e s a r e , in r e a l i t y , v e h i c l e s for 

L i s a ' s a c u t e k n o w l e d g e t h a t l i f e s e l d o m a v a i l s m o m e n t s of 

c o m p l e t e s a t i s f a c t i o n . T h e c l a s h b e t w e e n d r e a m s and r e a l i t y , 

i l l u s i o n and t r u t h p e r v a d e s her w r i t i n g . 

F o r e x a m p l e , in " T h e E i d o l o n " p u b l i s h e d in the c o l l e c t i o n 
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T h e Inn of D i s e n c h a n t m e n t ( H o u g h t o n M i f f l i n ) in 1 9 1 7 , the 

n a r r a t o r s e e k s o u t t h e m i s t r e s s of h e r f a v o r i t e p o e t o n l y 

to d i s c o v e r a c o m m o n old h o u s e frau w h o t e l l s of n u r s i n g 

the p o e t ' s c o l d s and of m a k i n g him w e a r h i s " f l a n n e l s u n t i l 

M a y . " B e w i l d e r e d t h a t t h i s is the s a m e p a s s i o n a t e l o v e r 

w h o i n s p i r e d the p o e t to w r i t e " w o r d s of f i r e and l i n e s of 

f l a m e , " t h e y o u n g n a r r a t o r s t a t e s : 

'Was " d e a r A r t i e " as s i l l y as a l l t h i s ? O h , I 
t h i n k c o u l d c r y ! I t h i n k I can n e v e r r e a d h i s 
s o n g s a g a i n ; t h e y a r e u t t e r l y s p o i l e d f o r m e . 
I s h a l l a l w a y ^ g t h i n k of h i s f l a n n e l s or the c o l d 
in h i s h e a d . ' 

T h e s t o r y e m p l o y s a " v o i c e of t r u t h " c a l l e d " t h e G e n t l e m a n 

in G r a y " w h o e x p l a i n s t h a t , l i k e H e l e n of T r o y , t h e m i s t r e s s 

is l i k e the m y t h i c a l e i d o l o n . T h a t i s , s h e is a p h a n t a s m , 

"a w o m a n f a s h i o n e d in her l i k e n e s s by Z e u s , o u t of l i g h t 

and m i s t " t h a t " t h e god in us f a s h i o n s o u t of the m i s t of 

our d e s i r e s and t h e l i g h t of our f a n c y . " T h e w o m e n w h o i s , 



is but a s y m b o l for " t h e c l o u d - b r i d e , " f o r t h e w o m a n w h o 

is not and n e v e r w i l l b e . He c o n c l u d e s : 

T h e e i d o l o n he t o o k w i t h him on h i s p e r i l o u s j o u r n e y 
to a l l t h e h e i g h t s and d e p t h s of p a s s i o n , w h e r e a s , 
t h e r e a l w o m a n l i v e d s a f e l y and u n s u s p e c t i n g l y 
in q u i t e a n o t h e r s p i r i t u a l l a t i t u d e , in P h i l i s t i a , 
and f l a n n e l s w e r e t h e m a t t e r of c o n c e r n . And w h e r -
e v e r you f i n d u n e q r a n d e p a s s i o n , a l o v e and a 
p a s s i o n t h a t s e e m m o r e h u m a n , be s u r e t h a t t h e y 
w e r e g i v e n m e r e l y to a d r e a m , a dreanjgSeen in a 
m i r r o r in t h e f o r m of t h e l o v e d o n e . 

T h e n a r r a t o r ' s f i n a l q u e s t i o n f o r c e f u l l y r a i s e s t h e m a j o r 

i s s u e of t h e s t o r y . She a s k s . 

And d o e s o n e n e v e r , n e v e r . . . l o v e t h e r e a l w o m a n ? 
Is t h e r e a l w o m a n n e v e r c h e r i s h e d for j u s t w h a t 
s h e is? Is t h e r e a l w a y s an e i d o l o n to w h o m t h e 
b e s t g i f t s of t h e h e a r t a r e g i v e n ? T e l l me tt^g 
t r u t h - a r e t h e r e no e x c e p t i o n s to y o u r r u l e ? 

T h e G e n t l e m a n in G r a y r e p l i e s , "no . . . t h e r e a r e no e x c e p -

t i o n s . S h a d o w s a r e we and s h a d o w s we p u r s u e . " 

T h e New Y o r k T i m e s c a l l e d T h e Inn of D i s e n c h a n t m e n t 

a " . . . s l e n d e r v o l u m e w h i c h c o n t a i n s f i f t e e n l i t t l e e s s a y s , 

b r i e f , f r a g i l e t r i f l e s , t o u c h e d w i t h a c e r t a i n w i s t f u l n e s s 

and c h a r m . . . ." A d d i n g t h a t "a p l e a s a n t f r a g r a n c e of 

d r i e d r o s e l e a v e s and l a v e n d e r s e e m s to l i n g e r a b o u t t h e 

l i t t l e b o o k , " ^ t h e r e v i e w e r a p p e a r s to h a v e f a l l e n f o r t h e 

o v e r t s e n t i m e n t a l i t y of t h e b o o k b u t h a s m i s s e d t h e d e e p e r , 

p s y c h o l o g i c a l o v e r t o n e s of m a n y of t h e m . " T h e E i d o l o n , " 

in r e t r o s p e c t , is a s k i l l f u l and i n c i s i v e ( t h o u g h m y s t i c a l l y 

d r a w n ) p r e s e n t a t i o n of t h e s e x i s t d u a l i t y c o n f r o n t i n g w o m e n 

in a m a s c u l i n e s o c i e t y . N o t l o v e d for " j u s t w h o s h e i s " , 

t h e p o e t ' s m i s t r e s s m u s t e m b o d y a r o m a n t i c m u s e or " e i d o l o n " 



for w h o m t h e p o e t " d e a r A r t i e " w r i t e s h i s S w i n b u r n i a n v e r s e . 

T h e n a r r a t o r , a y o u n g i n n o c e n t , in c o n f r o n t i n g t h e t r u t h 

a b o u t h e r i d o l h a s d i s c o v e r e d m o r e t h a n s h e h a s b a r g a i n e d 

f o r . As a w o m a n , she - l i k e the old m i s t r e s s - m u s t c o n f r o n t 

t h e e s s e n t i a l e n i g m a of h e r s e x , the s c h i z o i d n a t u r e of b e i n g 

f e m a l e and a s e r v a n t of m e n . A w o m a n m u s t be at o n c e an 

e n c h a n t r e s s , an e i d o l o n , and a n u r s e . 
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In a n o v e l l a e n t i t l e d " L o u t r e " , L i s a c r e a t e s a c h a r a c -

ter n a m e d A r i s t i d e w h o a c t u a l l y b e c o m e s w h a t he p r e t e n d s 

to b e . I n f o r m e d by t h e p o p u l a r p s y c h o l o g i c a l t h e o r i e s of 

E m i l e C o u e , t h e s t o r y is b u i l t a r o u n d t h e m y t h i c a l n o v e l 

L o u t r e w h i c h t h e b o h e m i a n A r i s t i d e c r e a t e s to m a k e s o m e e a s y 

a d v a n c e m o n e y f r o m h i s e d i t o r . T h r o u g h w o r d of m o u t h , the 

n o v e l b e c o m e s t h e r a g e of t h e P a r i s i a n l i t e r a r y s o c i e t y t h o u g h 

A r i s t i d e h a s not w r i t t e n a w o r d of i t . T h r o u g h h i s l i t e r a r y 

F r a n k e n s t e i n , A r i s t i d e b e c o m e s a s u c c e s s . He is g i v e n b e t t e r 

j o b s , h a s new w o r k s p u b l i s h e d , and g a i n s a w e a l t h y p a t r o n 

w h o f o r c e s him to a d o p t t h e o p u l e n t l i f e s t y l e " s u i t a b l e for 

the a u t h o r of L o u t r e . " F i n a l l y , in d e s p a i r , A r i s t i d e t r i e s 

to r e n o u n c e L o u t r e but r e a l i z e s t h a t he is e n s l a v e d by h i s 

own l i e . As he e x p l a i s to o n e of h i s old b o h e m i a n f r i e n d s 

w h o h a s e n c o u r a g e d him to t h r o w off t h e h o a x : 

A l l r i g h t , a l l r i g h t . . . I ' l l p u t it to you in 
t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y l a n g u a g e , if you i n s i s t . L o u t r e 
is n o t t h e d e v i l o u t s i d e of me b u t in m e . S p l i t 
p e r s o n a l i t y , you k n o w . You r e m e m b e r t h e c a s e of 
M i s s B e a u c h a m p and S a l l y B? T h e r e is L o u t r e and 
I . P a r t of t h e s a m e e g o , y e t a n t a g o n i s t i c to e a c h 
o t h e r , e a c h w i t h a d i f f e r e n t set of p r e f e r e n c e s , 
v i e w s , d e m a n d s u p o n l i f e and so on . . . LiJhy, he 
e v e n i n v a d e s me p h y s i c a l l y . C h a n g e s my a p p e a r a n c e . 



P e o p l e u s e d to say I l o o k e d t y p i c a l l y the p o e t . 
N o w , e v e r y b o d y t h i n k s I am or o u g h t to be an a c t o r . 
L o u t r e , you s e e . P l a y i n g the m a s t e r in the h o u s e . 
And s o o n h e ' l l h a v e me c r u s h e d d o w n a l t o g e t h e r , 
and t h e _I you k n e w , the I_ t h a t s t i l l t r i e s to per-
s i s t w i l l be s u b m e r g e d - g o n e f o r e v e r . IjJ^ll, w h a t ' s 
t h e d i f f e r e n c e ? T h i n g s a r e as t h e y a r e . 

T h e s t o r y e n d s w i t h A r i s t i d e s i g n i n g a c o n t r a c t to t a k e an 

e d i t o r ' s p o s i t i o n in N a n c y , a f u t u r e he l o a t h e s w i t h t h e 

w o r d s " A r i s t i d e T r i t o u , a u t h o r of L o u t r e . " T h e t h e m e h e r e 

i s , of c o u r s e , p o s t - F r e u d i a n and t y p i c a l of L i s a ' s c o n c l u -

s i o n s , r e s i g n e d and c y n i c a l . C l e a r l y , L o u t r e w a s t h e w o r k 

of a m a t u r e m o d e r n i s t w h o c o u l d s e e t h e d a r k n e s s b e y o n d t h e 

f u l f i l l m e n t of g e t t i n g e x a c t l y w h a t you w a n t . 

L i s a V s a y e , t h e w r i t e r , w a s a s e n s t i v e p e r s o n k e e n l y 

a w a r e of t h e i n h e r e n t i r o n i e s of l i f e . H o w e v e r , L i s a T a r l a u , 

t h e m o t h e r , w a s a d i f f e r e n t p e r s o n . U a n b l e to o v e r c o m e h e r 

f r u s t r a t i o n s as an a r t i s t , and p e r h a p s s t i f l e d by a w o r l d 

n o t yet w i l l i n g to a c c e p t h e r l i b e r a t e d i d e a s , s h e put on 

an e c c e n t r i c , o f t e n s e l f i s h f a c e to h e r f a m i l y . F r o m her 

s o n ' s m e m o i r s w e d r a w an o u t w a r d p i c t u r e of m i d d l e b r o w gen-

t i l i t y in the T a r l a u h o u s e h o l d in 1 9 1 0 . S e t t l e d i n t o a c o m -

f o r t a b l e p o s t - V i c t o r i a n r o u t i n e in New Y o r k C i t y , the f a m i l y 

is p i c t u r e d as b u s y and h a p p y . O u t w a r d l y , h e r s e c o n d m a r r i a g e 

d o e s s e e m to h a v e s e t t l e d L i s a ' s l i f e . H e r e d i t o r i a l c a r e e r 

at T h e D e l i n e a t o r w a s p r o s p e r i n g . H e r t h r e e s o n s by J o s p e h 

T a r l a u - T o m m y , T e d d y , and M i l t o n - f i l l e d t h e h o u s e w i t h 

b u s t l e . ^ E l d e s t s o n , R o b e r t , w a s e x c e l l i n g in g r a m m a r 

s c h o o l . M o s t s i g n i f i c a n t l y , p e r h a p s , V i e n n a w a s in the p a s t . 



T h e f a m i l y w a s now an A m e r i c a n o n e , and t h e f u t u r e l o o k e d 

b r i g h t f o r t h e m a l l . 

F o r R o b e r t V i n c e n t , k n o w n now as R o b e r t T a r l a u , t h e 

p e r m a n e n t m o v e to New York w a s p e r f e c t . A w a y f r o m t h e s t u f f y 

t r a d i t i o n s of V i e n n a and t h e s t e r n r e b u k e s of G r a n d f a t h e r 

B l o c h , he w a s f r e e to e x p l o r e t h e f r i e n d l y h o r i z o n s of 

A m e r i c a ' s g r e a t e s t c i t y on t h e b r i n k of i t s m o s t g l o r i o u s 

e r a . In A m e r i c a t h e r e w a s o p p o r t u n i t y , and y o u n g R o b e r t 

V i n c e n t w a s n o t h i n g if n o t e n t e r p r i s i n g . As h i s g r a n d f a t h e r 

w a n d e r e d t h r o u g h t h e v i l l a g e s of G a l i c i a , t h e boy w o u l d w a n d e r 

t h e s t r e e t s and n e i g h b o r h o o d s of New Y o r k in s e a r c h of h i s 

d e s t i n y . E n t e r p r i s e and e x p e c t a t i o n w e r e t r a i t s V i n c e n t 

s e e m e d to h a v e a b u n d a n t l y i n h e r i t e d f r o m h i s g r a n d f a t h e r . 

P h o t o g r a p h s of B l o c h and V i n c e n t in old a g e r e v e a l p h y s i c a l 

s i m i l a r i t i e s ; s h o r t n e s s of s t a t u r e , l a r g e h a n d s , h i g h f o r e -

h e a d , and a f o r m a l b e a r i n g . O n e is a l s o t e m p t e d to d r a w 

o t h e r p a r a l l e l s , e s p e c i a l l y t h e m o r a l i s t i c s t r a i n t h a t ran 

in b o t h m e n . Y e t , t e m p e r m e n t a 1 1 y V i n c e n t d i f f e r e d f r o m B l o c h . 

He w a s l e s s p i o u s and m o r e o p e n - m i n d e d t o w a r d t h e w o r l d t h a n 

h i s g r a n d f a t h e r and w a s on the w h o l e , i r r e l i g i o u s t h o u g h 

s t r o n g l y p r i n c i p l e d . 

B o t h men w e r e i d e a l i s t i c , y e t w e r e t e m p e r e d by t h e p r a c -

t i c a l n e c e s s i t i e s of s u r v i v a l . By h i s own a d m i s s i o n , J o s e p h 

B l o c h had b e c o m e a s c h o l a r n o t so m u c h f r o m "a m e r e l o v e 

of l e a r n i n g " b u t to e s c a p e an o p p r e s s i v e h o m e l i f e . V i n c e n t , 

a l i e n a t e d f r o m h i s n a t u r a l f a t h e r and a s t e p c h i l d in a new 

l a n d , a l s o t u r n e d a w a y f r o m h o m e at an e a r l y a g e in s e a r c h 



of h i s f u t u r e . T h e s e a r c h f o r s i g n i f i c a n t m e n t o r s is a s t r o n g 

t h e m e in b o t h m e n ' s l i v e s . 

T h e s u b j e c t of h i s n a t u r a l f a t h e r w a s a l w a y s d i f f i c u l t 

for R o b e r t V i n c e n t . W h i l e D r . T a r l a u , a q u i e t and k i n d l y 

m a n , ^ t r e a t e d h i s s t e p s o n R o b e r t as h i s o w n , V i n c e n t s e e m s 

to h a v e d i s t a n c e d h i m s e l f f r o m t h e f a m i l y as s o o n as t h e 

o p p o r t u n i t y p r e s e n t e d i t s e l f . He r e v e r t e d b a c k to t h e n a m e 

V i n c e n t a r o u n d 1 9 1 2 t h o u g h he c a l l e d D r . T a r l a u " P a " as did 

h i s b r o t h e r s . V i n c e n t ' s m e m o i r s m a k e no d i s t i n c t i o n b e t w e e n 

h i s n a t u r a l f a t h e r and h i s s t e p f a t h e r . R e f e r e n c e s to " f a t h e r " 

g i v e t h e i m p r e s s i o n t h a t t h e r e w a s no d i v o r c e or r e m a r r i a g e . 

H i s d e s c r i p t i o n of t h e g e n e r i c f a t h e r as " q u i t e c o n s e r v a t i v e 

in h i s o p i n i o n s and a d e v o u t c o n f o r m i s t " m i g h t a p p l y to e i t h e r 

D r . V i n c e n t or D r . T a r l a u , t h o u g h t h i s m i g h t be V i n c e n t ' s 

a t t e m p t to p o r t r a y a t y p i c a l t u r n - o f - t h e - c e n t u r y f a t h e r t y p e . 

P e r h a p s a m o r e r e v e a l i n g a s p e c t , is a f a v o r i t e a n e c d o t e 

t h a t V i n c e n t l i k e d to t e l l a b o u t b e i n g i m p r i s o n e d in F r a n c e 

in 1 9 1 5 a f t e r b e i n g w r o n g l y a c c u s e d of b e i n g a G e r m a n s p y . 

P r o t e s t i n g h i s i n n o c e n c e , V i n c e n t c o n v i n c e d t h e A m e r i c a n 

c o n s u l to t e l e g r a p h h i s f a t h e r in A m e r i c a to c o n f i r m h i s 

i d e n t i t y . S i n c e V i n c e n t had run a w a y s e v e r a l m o n t h s e a r l i e r 

to get i n t o the w a r , h i s f a t h e r w a s r e p o r t e d l y a n g r y . U p o n 

r e c e i v i n g w o r d t h a t t h e b o y m i g h t be s h o t for e s p i o n a g e , 

t h e " f a t h e r " is s u p p o s e d to h a v e r e p l i e d , "Go a h e a d and s h o o t 
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h i m . " A B o s t o n A m e r i c a n n e w s s t o r y w h i c h r e p o r t e d t h e 

s t o r y of R o b e r t V i n c e n t ' s w a r e x p l o i t s i n c l u d e d t h e f o l l o w i n g 

r e f e r e n c e : 



T h e b o y ' s h a p p i n e s s w a s u n c o n f i n e d , y e t he e x p r e s s e d 
a f e a r o v e r the r e c e p t i o n a w a i t i n g him at h o m e . 
T h o u g h he had t e m p t e d d e a t h t i m e and a g a i n on t h e 
b a t t l e f r o n t , he s h o w e d e x t r e m e n e r v o u s n e s s at any 
r e f e r e n c e to h i s f a t h e r . 

"I g u e s s i t s ^ g o o d old f a s h i o n e d s p a n k i n g 
for m e , " he s a i d . 

S i n c e t h e a r t i c l e m a k e s r e f e r e n c e to D r . V i n c e n t as "a p r o -

m i n e n t p h y s i c i a n of B o s t o n , " it is a s s u m e d t h a t t h e s t o r y 

V i n c e n t t o l d - e v e n if a p o c r y p h a l - is in r e f e r e n c e to h i s 

n a t u r a l f a t h e r . Y e t , s i n c e he ran a w a y f r o m the T a r l a u h o u s e -

h o l d d o e s t h e s p a n k i n g in the n e w s s t o r y r e f e r to Pa T a r l a u ? 

A l s o , is t h e c o m m e n t a b o u t V i n c e n t ' s " e x t r e m e n e r v o u s n e s s " 

a b o u t h i s f a t h e r a t e l l i n g s i g n t h a t he p e r h a p s w a n t e d to 

s e e k o u t D r . V i n c e n t and g a i n h i s a p p r o v a l for the a d v e n t u r e ? 

If s o , t h e p l a c e m e n t of t h e s t o r y in a B o s t o n p a p e r u n d e r 

the h e a d l i n e " H u b D o c t o r ' s Son is B a c k F r o m W a r " w o u l d h a v e 

b e e n a d i f f i c u l t b a n n e r for D r . V i n c e n t to h a v e i g n o r e d . 

H o w e v e r , n o w h e r e in h i s m e m o i r s or in i n t e r v i e w s d o e s R o b e r t 

V i n c e n t e s t a b l i s h t h a t he e v e r m a d e c o n t a c t w i t h h i s n a t u r a l 

f a t h e r , o t h e r t h a n t h e " s h o o t h i m " a n e c d o t e . W i t h o u t e n g a g i n g 

in a m a t e u r p s y c h o l o g y , one can at l e a s t a s s u m e t h a t V i n c e n t ' s 

r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h h i s n a t u r a l f a t h e r w a s n e v e r f u l l y r e s o l v e d . 

F i n a l l y , one can a s s u m e t h a t R o b e r t V i n c e n t ' s y o u t h f u l 

h a b i t of s e e k i n g a d v i c e and g u i d a n c e f r o m s i g n i f i c a n t a d u l t 

f i g u r e s and h i s l i f e l o n g a d m i r a t i o n of men l i k e T h e o d o r e 

R o o s e v e l t a n d T h o m a s E d i s o n w a s p a r t of a p a t t e r n in w h i c h 

V i n c e n t w a s a t t e m p t i n g to e s t a b l i s h a r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h a 

m e n t o r . 



Any boy b o r n in 1 8 9 8 m i g h t r e a s o n a b l y be e x p e c t e d to 

i n d u l g e in a c e r t a i n a m o u n t of h e r o w o r s h i p . T h e e a r l y 

t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y e x t e n d e d the V i c t o r i a n v i r t u e s of c h i v a l r y , 

s e r v i c e , s e l f - s a c r i f i c e , a n d p e r s o n a l i n i t i a t i v e t h r o u g h t h e 

p o p u l a r c u l t u r e a n d s o c i a l i n s t i t u t i o n s w h i c h i n f l u e n c e d y o u t h . 

A s i d e f r o m t h e o b v i o u s e x a m p l e s l i k e t h e H o r a t i o A l g e r n o v e l s 

a n d t h e Boy S c o u t m o v e m e n t , p a r t of the a r c h e t y p e s u g g e s t e d 

t h a t s u c c e s s c o u l d and s h o u l d be m o d e l e d f o r c h i l d r e n . 

P a r e n t s , w h i l e t h e m s e l v e s o f t e n s t a n d i n g b e h i n d po s t - V ic t o ri an 

f a c a d e s , w e r e e n t h u s i a s t i c a b o u t p r e s e n t i n g h e r o f i g u r e s or 

m e n t o r s to t h e i r c h i l d r e n . 

W i t h G r a n d f a t h e r B l o c h in V i e n n a and her own w r i t i n g 

c a r e e r and y o u n g e r c h i l d r e n to b u s y h e r , L i s a T a r l a u w a s n o t 

c o n c e r n e d t h a t h e r son R o b e r t w a s l o o k i n g a w a y f r o m t h e f a m i l y 

for g u i d a n c e . S i n c e he w a s a m a t u r e , r e s p o n s i b l e boy t h e r e 

w a s l i t t l e d a n g e r t h a t he w o u l d f a l l i n t o bad c o m p a n y . H i s 

n e w f o u n d i n t e r e s t in j o u r n a l i s m , she d e c i d e d , w a s h e a l t h y 

and w o u l d p l a c e h i m in p r o x i m i t y to her own f i e l d and the 

i n f l u e n t i a l e d i t o r s w h o m i g h t g u i d e h i m . 

As she grew o l d e r , L i s a B l o c h T a r l a u w o u l d r e m a i n a s t r o n g 

p a r t of R o b e r t V i n c e n t ' s l i f e . V i n c e n t , in l a t e r y e a r s , s p o k e 

w a r m l y of h i s m o t h e r ' s s u p p o r t of h i s a d v e n t u r e s . L i s a v a l u e d 

f r e e d o m and s e l f - e x p r e s s i o n a b o v e o t h e r h u m a n v i r t u e s , and 

h e r w i l l i n g n e s s to let h e r son be h i m s e l f can be s e e n as a 

c o u n t e r w e i g h t a g a i n s t w h a t m u s t h a v e b e e n an o p p r e s s i v e c o n -

f o r m i t y f o r c e d u p o n h e r by h e r f a t h e r . V i n c e n t , t o o , a p p r e c i -

a t e d h i s m o t h e r ' s e c c e n t r i c i t i e s , w h i c h , it s e e m s , i n c r e a s e d 



w i t h a g e . O n c e in n e e d of m o n e y , L i s a p a w n e d t h e d i a m o n d 

b r o o c h p r e s e n t e d to h e r in 1 9 0 8 for a p o e m she had w r i t t e n 

in h o n o r of E m p e r o r F r a n z J o s e p h ' s 6 0 t h a n n i v e r s a r y . H e r 

s o n s , now s u c c e s s f u l m e n , d u t i f u l l y b o u g h t it b a c k , o n l y f o r 

L i s a to r e p a w n i t . ^ As she a g e d , h e r w r i t i n g s k i l l s d i m i n i s h -

e d , and her s t o r i e s f e l l o u t of s t y l e . 

W o r k i n g on a r a d i o s e r i e s in the 1 9 3 0 ' s c a l l e d A d v e n t u r e s 

W i t h A d m i r a l B y r d , V i n c e n t h i r e d h i s m o t h e r to w r i t e s c r i p t s . 

H o w e v e r , h e r s c r i p t s w e r e too r o m a n t i c e v e n for r a d i o a d v e n -
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t u r e , and V i n c e n t had to r e - w r i t e t h e m for h e r . A p h o t o g r a p h 

of L i s a t a k e n in t h e e a r l y 1 9 4 0 ' s r e v e a l s a p r o u d , m a t r o n l y 

w o m a n in h e r s e v e n t i e s . T h e p o s e is e r e c t and p r o u d a n d , 

d e s p i t e t h e t i g h t c o i f f u r e and p o l k a d o t d r e s s , t h e i m p r e s s i o n 
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is s t r i k i n g . G r o w i n g i n c r e a s i n g l y r e c l u s i v e and e c c e n t r i c , 

L i s a B l o c h T a r l a u l i v e d h e r l a s t y e a r s in a c l u t t e r e d a p a r t m e n t 

in New Y o r k . S h e w a s r e u n i t e d w i t h h e r d a u g h t e r E l l e n , t h o u g h 

n o t on c l o s e t e r m s . F i n a l l y , a r e l i c of a b y g o n e e r a , L i s a 

d i e d a f t e r c a n c e r s u r g e r y in the l a t e .19 4 0 ' s 

O v e r 35 y e a r s l a t e r , G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t w o u l d s p e a k of 

h i s m o t h e r w i t h r e s p e c t a n d a d m i r a t i o n , b o t h for h e r w r i t i n g 

t a l e n t s and h e r u n c o n v e n t i o n a l i t y . S h o r t l y b e f o r e h i s own 

d e a t h in 1 9 8 5 , he w o u l d s e t a s i d e h i s own m e m o i r s to b e g i n 

a p r o j e c t of t r a n s f e r r i n g L i s a ' s y e l l o w e d m a n u s c r i p t s to 

c o m p u t e r d i s c . T h e link b e t w e e n m o t h e r and son w a s s t i l l 

s t r o n g . 



C H A P T E R II 

THE BOY E D I T O R : 1 9 1 0 - 1 9 1 2 

In h i s 1 9 7 8 b o o k , T h e C h i l d in t h e C i t y , C o l i n W a r d 

a s s e r t s t h a t " w e h a v e to e x p l o r e e v e r y m a y of m a k i n g t h e c i t y 

m o r e a c c e s s i b l e , m o r e n e g o t i a b l e and m o r e u s e f u l to t h e 

child.""'" In a s s e s s i n g t h e q u a l i t y of l i f e f o r c o n t e m p o r a r y 

u r b a n and s u b u r b a n c h i l d r e n , W a r d ' s t h e s i s r e v o l v e s a r o u n d 

t h e i d e a t h a t - d e s p i t e s o c i a l p r o g r e s s s i n c e t h e d a y s of 

w h a t L i n c o l n S t e f f e n s c a l l e d " T h e S h a m e of the C i t i e s " -

c h i l d h o o d t o d a y l a c k s the n e c e s s a r y e x p e r i e n t i a l s u p p o r t b a s e 

w h i c h p r e v i o u s g e n e r a t i o n s g a i n e d f r o m t h e i r e n v i r o n m e n t s . 

T h e c i t y c h i l d had t h e s t r e e t s , the r u r a l c h i l d had t h e 

i d y l l of t h e f a r m , and b o t h l e a r n e d " T r u e E d u c a t i o n , " as W a r d 

c a l l s I t , f r o m m e n t o r s l i k e t h e f a r m h a n d , t h e f a r r i e r , or 

t h e m e r c h a n t d o w n the b l o c k . In o t h e r w o r d s , the S c h o o l of 

L i f e b e g a n w h e n t h e a f t e r n o o n s c h o o l b e l l r a n g . T h e e n v i r o n -

m e n t p r o v i d e d a t h i r d d i m e n s i o n for t h e c h i l d w h i c h a u g m e n t e d 

t h e f a m i l y and t h e s c h o o l . 

W i t h o u t s e n t i m e n t a l i z i n g the p a s t , W a r d a d v o c a t e s an 

e n l i g h t e n e d r e t u r n to T h e S c h o o l of L i f e f o r c h i l d r e n w h o 

i n h a b i t t h e m o d e r n c i t y w h i c h W a r d c a l l s " t o o o p a q u e " f o r 

e x p l o r a t i o n or t h e s u b u r b w h i c h W a r d s u g g e s t s " w a s b u i l t as 



a n u r s e r y . " T r u e , t h e c i t y c h i l d of t h e l a t e 1 9 t h c e n t u r y 

w a s o f t e n t h e s u b j e c t of c r u e l e x p l o i t a t i o n B u t , UJard a s s e r t s , 

" h e w a s n o t t r a p p e d in a s i t u a t i o n w h e r e t h e r e w a s n o t h i n g 

e c o n o m i c a l l y r a t i o n a l for him to do and w h e r e h i s w h o l e b a c k -

g r o u n d and c u l t u r e p r e v e n t s him f r o m b e n e f i t t i n g f r o m t h e 

e x p e n s i v e l y p r o v i d e d e d u c a t i o n a l m a c h i n e . 

F o r R o b e r t V i n c e n t , t h e m o v e to new Y o r k C i t y d u r i n g 

t h e f i r s t d e c a d e of t h e t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y , p r o v i d e d t h e b o y 

w i t h not o n l y " T r u e E d u c a t i o n " b u t a l s o p r e s e n t e d him w i t h 

his f i r s t s i g n i f i c a n t a d u l t m a l e m e n t o r s o u t s i d e of h i s i m m e -

d i a t e f a m i l y . New Y o r k C i t y w o u l d b e c o m e t h e s h a p i n g e n v i r o n -

n m e n t in h i s l i f e . He w o u l d l e a r n to n a v i g a t e its n e i g h b o r -

h o o d s and s t r e e t s , b u t m o r e s i g n i f i c a n t l y , he w o u l d m e e t and 

l e a r n f r o m its p o w e r f u l m e n . T h e p u b l i s h e r s , e d i t o r s , and 

p o l i t i c i a n s he e n c o u n t e r e d in p u t t i n g o u t h i s own p u b l i c a t i o n 

w o u l d b e c o m e h i s m o d e l s for m a n h o o d . T h e i r a c c e p t a n c e of 

h i m and e n c o u r a g e m e n t s e r v e d as a v i t a l r i t e of p a s s a g e f o r 

V i n c e n t d u r i n g h i s a d o l e s c e n t y e a r s . Y e t , in a b r o a d e r w a y , 

R o b e r t V i n c e n t ' s New Y o r k b o y h o o d can be s e e n as a l i v i n g 

e m b o d i m e n t of t h e a r c h e t y p a l A m e r i c a n g o s p e l s of i n i t i a t i v e , 

s e l f - r e l i a n c e , and h a r d - w o r k . T h e " s e l f - m a d e m a n " w a s a l r e a d y 

a c l i c h e by V i n c e n t ' s t i m e , yet t h a t is in f a c t w h a t R o b e r t 

V i n c e n t had d e c i d e d to b e . 

D e s p i t e h i s p a r e n t s ' d i v o r c e , V i n c e n t w a s by 1 9 1 0 , an 

e n e r g e t i c and c u r i o u s boy e a g e r to e x p l o r e t h e e x c i t i n g 

p o s s i b i l i t i e s of l i f e in New Y o r k . P o l i t i c s , p a r t i c u l a r l y , 

in the a f t e r m a t h of t h e h o t l y c o n t e s t e d 1 9 0 8 p r e s i d e n t i a l 



r a c e w a s e n o u g h to d i v e r t h i m f r o m any l i n g e r i n g f a m i l y 

p r o b l e m s . H i s m e m o i r s , in f a c t , d e v o t e m u c h a t t e n t i o n to 

t h e n a t i o n a l and l o c a l p o l i t i c a l s c e n e . H a v i n g b e e n e x p o s e d 

to p o l i t i c s in G r a n d f a t h e r B l o c h ' s h o u s e , V i n c e n t e x h i b i t e d 

an e a r l y i n t e r e s t in p o l i t i c a l and s o c i a l i s s u e s . P e r h a p s 

d u e to h i s m o t h e r ' s i n f l u e n c e , he w a n t e d to w r i t e a b o u t t h e m . 

As V i n c e n t r e c a l l e d : 

T h e r e w e r e a l o t of t h i n g s I w a n t e d to w r i t e a b o u t 
now t h a t I had t r i e d e x p r e s s i n g m y s e l f on p a p e r , 
such as my I m p r e s s i o n s of t h e r e c e n t l i v e l y p r e s i -
d e n t i a l c a m p a i g n t h a t s h o w e d p i c t u r e s of t h e f a m o u s 
o r a t o r W i l l i a m J e n n i n g s B r y a n a l l o v e r t o w n and 
p o s t e r s of b i g , g o o d n a t u r e d W i l l i a m H o w a r d T a f t 
. . . . T a f t had m a d e a p h o n o g r a p h r e c o r d t h a t 
s o l d at B y r n e ' s M u s i c S t o r e for e i g h t y c e n t s and 
f a t h e r l i s t e n e d to it t h r o u g h a tin h o r n on a s p r i n g 
w o u n d t a l k i n g m a c h i n e on top of t h e b u r e a u in t h e 
s i t t i n g r o o m ; it s p o k e of p r o s p e r i t y a n g a f i n e 
h i g h t a r i f f , in a s c r a t c h y s o r t of w a y . 

P o l i t i c s , in t h e w a k e of t h e r e f o r m e r a , w a s a p o p u l a r 

s p e c t a t o r s p o r t in A m e r i c a . A l s o , in 1 9 1 0 , t h e H o r a t i o A l g e r 

m y t h w a s s t i l l in i t s h e y d a y . S e l f - r e l i a n c e , p l u c k , and 

a m i b i t i o n w e r e p r e s e n t e d to b o y s as t o u c h s t o n e s for s u c c e s s . 

So w h e n R o b e r t V i n c e n t d e c i d e d , at t h e a g e of 1 1 , to p u b l i s h 

his own m a g a z i n e , no o n e s u g g e s t e d t h a t it w a s an u n r e a l i s t i c 

u n d e r t a k i n g . D e s p i t e s o m e r e s e r v a t i o n s by Pa T a r l a u w h o 

c a u t i o n e d V i n c e n t n o t to n e g l e c t h i s s c h o o l w o r k , T h e B o y s ' 

P a p e r s e e m e d a p l a u s i b l e s t a r t on t h e p a t h w a y to s u c c e s s f o r 

the b o y . As he t h o u g h t , " w r i t i n g is fun b u t p u b l i s h i n g an 

e n t i r e m a g a z i n e of o n e ' s own w o u l d be an e v e n g r e a t e r t h r i l l . " 

V e r b a l l y g i f t e d , V i n c e n t w a s in t h e h a b i t of c o r r e c t i n g 

h i s t e a c h e r ' s g r a m m a r at P . S . 4 0 . P o i s e d and q u i c k w i t t e d , 



V i n c e n t c o u l d get a r o u n d t h e m o s t d i f f i c u l t s i t u a t i o n s , e v e n 

t h o s e of h i s own m a k i n g . He o n c e a v o i d e d s e v e r e p u n i s h m e n t 

w h e n a c c u s e d by a t e a c h e r of d i s r u p t i n g c l a s s . " Y o u m a d e 

t h a t n o i s e d i n c h a R o b e r t ? " , the t e a c h e r s a i d . " N o " , he re-
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p l i e d , "I d i n c h . " B o r e d w i t h m o s t of w h a t New Y o r k P u b l i c 

E d u c a t i o n had to o f f e r , V i n c e n t l o o k e d to h i s own d e v i c e s 

and the s t r e e t s b e y o n d P . S . 40 for e d u c a t i o n . 

L i k e m a n y b o y s of h i s era he s o l d c o p i e s of t h e S a t u r d a y 

E v e n i n g P o s t on t h e s t r e e t s for a n i c k e l a c o p y . L o o s e l y 

s u p e r v i s e d at h o m e . V i n c e n t r o a m e d the s t r e e t s of M a n h a t t a n 

l o o k i n g i n t o the w i n d o w s of t h e b u s i n e s s e s and s a l o o n s , ob-

s e r v i n g t h e v a r i e t y of the c i t y . W h i l e he m u s t h a v e e n j o y e d 

his t r i p s to the P o l o G r o u n d s to w a t c h C h r i s t y M a t h e w s o n and 

t h e r e s t of J o h n M c G r a w ' s b a s e b a l l G i a n t s , V i n c e n t w a s m o v e d 
g 

by a m u s e m u c h s t r o n g e r t h a n b a s e b a l l . W r i t i n g r a t h e r t h a n 

s p o r t s w a s V i n c e n t ' s y o u t h f u l p a s s i o n . 

T h e u r g e to p u b l i s h my own m a g a z i n e had n o t s u b s i d e d ; 
r a t h e r it t u r n e d i n t o a b u r n i n g d e s i r e . B e i n g a 
b o y , I d e c i d e d to s l a n t it t o w a r d t h e t h i n g s t h a t 
i n t e r e s t e d o t h e r b o y s . I w o u l d c a l l it T h e B o y s ' 
P a p e r . H o w e v e r , t h e r e w e r e a few t h i n g s to be c o n -
s i d e r e d . W h o w o u l d do t h e t y p e s e t t i n g , t h e p r i n t i n g , 
t h e b i n d i n g ? W h o w o u l d w r i t e a l l t h e s t o r i e s and 
p o e m s and do t h e i l l u s t r a t i o n s ? I t h o u g h t t h a t 
I m y s e l f w o u l d a t t e m p t to w r i t e t h e e d i t o r i a l s . 
B u t , p r i m a r i l y , who w o u l d pay f o r t h e p r i n t i n g ? 
My o w n f u n d s c o n s i s t e d m a i n l y of s h i n y new L i n c o l n 
p e n n i e s t h a t had r e c e n t l y r e p l a c e d t h e old I n d i a n 
h e a d on U . S . o n e c e n t c o p p e r c o i n s . S t i l l , I did 
not w g n t to be s u b s i d i z e d by my f a m i l y or by a n y o n e 
e l s e . 

T h e i d e a of s t a r t i n g T h e B o y s ' P a p e r had its o r i g i n s 

in a S t . N i c h o l a s m a g a z i n e w r i t i n g c o m p e t i t i o n w h i c h V i n c e n t 



e n t e r e d in 1 9 0 8 . S t . N i c h o l a s , t h e f o r e m o s t m a g a z i n e for 

b o y s and g i r l s d u r i n g t h e f i r s t d e c a d e of t h e t w e n t i e t h c e n -

t u r y , d e v o t e d e i g h t of i t s m o r e t h a n o n e - h u n d r e d - f i f t y p a g e s 

each m o n t h to t h e " S t . N i c h o l a s L e a g u e , " a s e c t i o n w h e r e y o u n g 

f o l k s c o m p e t e d for p r i z e s by s u b m i t t i n g o r i g i n a l p r o s e , v e r s e , 

d r a w i n g s or p h o t o g r a p h s a b o u t s u b j e c t s s p e c i f i e d by t h e e d i -
. 10 
t o r . 

V i n c e n t w a s ten y e a r s old w h e n he w r o t e a s h o r t d e s c r i p -

t i o n for t h e " S t . N i c h o l a s L e a g u e " a b o u t " M y M o s t M e m o r a b l e 

J o u r n e y . " H i s p i e c e d e a l t w i t h h i s r e c e n t v o y a g e b a c k to 

New York a f t e r a f a m i l y s o j o u r n in H a m b u r g , P a r i s , and V i e n n a . 

As he w r o t e in h i s m e m o i r s : 

T h e h i g h l i g h t of my c o m p o s i t i o n w a s my b o y i s h re-
a c t i o n to t h e p e r s o n s on b o a r d t h e S . S . P h i l a d e l p h i a 
and t h e f a c t t h a t s o m e of t h e d i s t i n g u i s h e d n a m e s 
a p p e a r i n g on t h e p a s s e n g e r l i s t m u s t h a v e c a n c e l l e d 
t h e i r r e s e r v a t i o n s , f o r t h e y w e r e n o t p r e s e n t . 
T h e S t a t u t e of L i b e r t y , E l l i s I s l a n d , t h e s k y s c r a p i n g 
S i n g e r B u i l d i n g l o o m i n g in t h e d i s t a n c e , t h e c o l o r f u l 
s i g n - b o a r d s a d v e r t i s i n g G o l d D u s t and H e i n z 57 V a r i -
e t i e s and o t h e r A m e r i c a n p r o d u c t s a l l had a s o r t ^ 
of p a t r i o t i c i m p a c t on m e , and I w r o t e a b o u t i t . 

T h i s t r i p and an e a r l i e r , l o n g e r s t a y in V i e n n a w i t h 

G r a n d f a t h e r B l o c h h e i g h t e n e d V i n c e n t ' s a f f e c t i o n f o r h i s n a t i v e 

l a n d . He r e t u r n e d to A m e r i c a w i t h a k e e n r e c e p t i v i t y to t h e 

A m e r i c a n s c e n e w h i c h w o u l d l a s t a l l h i s l i f e . S o m e w h a t r e s i s -

t a n t to J o s e p h B l o c h ' s a t t e m p t s to m a k e h i m I n t o a p r o p e r 

V i e n n e s e g e n t l e m a n , y o u n g V i n c e n t w a s g l a d to be h o m e . H i s 

e n t h u s i a s m m u s t h a v e f o u n d i t s way i n t o t h e S t . N i c h o l a s p i e c e , 

for he w o n a g o l d b a d g e for it w h e n t h e s t o r y a p p e a r e d s o m e 

m o n t h s l a t e r . ^ 



A n o t h e r i m p o r t a n t i n f l u e n c e on V i n c e n t w a s t h e o t h e r 

c o l o r f u l m a g a z i n e s of t h e e r a w h i c h c a u g h t h i s e y e . In p a r t i -

c u l a r , he w a s i m p r e s s e d by the b e a u t i f u l l y b o u n d p u b l i c a t i o n s 

p r i n t e d by t h e R o y c r o f t e r s of E a s t A u r o r a , New Y o r k . P u b l i s h e d 

by E l b e r t H u b b a r d and i l l u s t r a t e d by h i s w i f e A l i c e , R o y -

c r o f t e r s j o u r n a l s i n c l u d e d : T h e P h i l i s t i n e (a " p e r i o d i c a l 

of p r o t e s t " ) , T h e F r a (a " j o u r n a l of a f f i r m a t i o n " ) , and L i t t l e 

J o u r n e y s w h i c h p r e s e n t e d " l i t t l e j o u r n e y s " to t h e h o m e s of 

" g o o d men and g r e a t . " H u b b a r d ' s p u b l i c a t i o n s w e r e n o t o n l y 

v i s u a l l y r i c h b u t c a r r i e d t h e w e i g h t of i n s p i r a t i o n a l p r e a c h -

m e n t . H i s m o s t f a m o u s e f f o r t w a s "A M e s s a g e to G a r c i a " w h i c h 

t o l d of an A m e r i c a n a r m y o f f i c e r w h o c a r r i e d o u t an o r d e r 

u n d e r g r e a t o b s t a c l e s . W h i l e t h e i r s u b j e c t s w e r e u p l i f t i n g , 

it w a s t h e R o y c r o f t e r s p r i n t i n g t e c h n i q u e t h a t s t i m u l a t e d 

y o u n g V i n c e n t . U s i n g d e c k l e e d g e d , h e a v y b u f f p a p e r , R o y -

c r o f t e r s p r i n t e d w i t h r i c h red and b l a c k ink e m p l o y i n g i n t r i -

c a t e o r n a m e n t a l b o r d e r d e s i g n s . " ^ It w a s a G o t h i c g r a p h i c 

s t y l e t h a t s e t t h e s t a n d a r d in the f i e l d at t h a t t i m e . 

In N o v e m b e r of 1 9 0 9 , V i n c e n t w r o t e to E l b e r t H u b b a r d 

of h i s p l a n s for a y o u t h m a g a z i n e . In a l e t t e r d a t e d D e c e m b e r 

1 3 , H u b b a r d r e p l i e d : 

It is i m p o s s i b l e for t h e R o y c r o f t e r s to u n d e r t a k e 
p r i n t i n g y o u r m a g a z i n e and f o r t h i s , w e a r e e x t r e m e l y 
s o r r y . C o u l d w e do i t , t h e r e is n o t h i n g we w o u l d 
l i k e b e t t e r t h a n to p r i n t s u c h a m a g a z i n e e d i t e d 
by o n e w h o h a s j g t t e n such an e a r l y s t a r t in t h e 
l i t e r a r y w o r l d . 

H u b b a r d ' s p o l i t e r e s p o n s e Is c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of t h e e n c o u r a g e -

m e n t t h a t V i n c e n t r e c e i v e d f r o m t h o s e w h o s e h e l p he s o u g h t . 



D e c i d i n g t h a t it w o u l d be m o r e p r a c t i c a l to h a v e a p r i n t e r 

c l o s e r to h o m e , l/incent r e m e m b e r e d a l a r g e s t a t i o n a r y s t o r e 

t h a t he o f t e n p a s s e d on 1 4 t h S t r e e t n e a r F i f t h A v e n u e . V i s i t -

ing the M e r c a n t i l e P r i n t i n g and S t a t i o n a r y C o m p a n y o n e d a y 

a f t e r s c h o o l , V i n c e n t d e s c r i b e d h i s s p e c i f i c a t i o n s f o r t h e 

m a g a z i n e to M r . H . N . L o o m i s , s e c r e t a r y of t h e f i r m . It w a s 

to be a b o u t t w e l v e p a g e s , s i z e 63 by 9 5 . T h e c o p y w o u l d c o n -

s i s t of t e x t for s i n g l e s p a c e d a r t i c l e s s e t in d o u b l e c o l u m n . 

T h e r e w o u l d be s o m e i l l u s t r a t i o n s b u t no h a l f t o n e s and as 

m a n y ads as p o s s i b l e . T h e f i r s t run w o u l d be 300 c o p i e s . 

L o o m i s c a l c u l a t e d t h a t t h e job w o u l d c o s t a b o u t 55 d o l l a r s , 

in a d v a n c e . 

C o n v i n c e d t h a t he c o u l d s e l l e n o u g h a d v e r t i s i n g to c o v e r 

i n i t i a l e x p e n s e s , V i n c e n t p u t h i s s a l e s m a n s h i p to w o r k . C o m i n g 

h o m e f r o m t h e p r i n t e r , he s o l d M r . I s a d o r e F i s c h e r two i n c h e s 

for h i s c u s t o m t a i l o r s h o p on T h i r d A v e n u e . V i n c e n t ' s n e x t 

s t o p w a s t h e h u g e lilanamaker D e p a r t m e n t S t o r e on A s t o r P l a c e . 

T h e r e he a s k e d to s e e " t h e f o u n d e r , " M r . J o h n UJanamaker h i m -

s e l f , b u t had to s e t t l e f o r h i s son R o d m a n . V i n c e n t p r o p o s e d 

a l a y o u t d i s p l a y i n g b o y ' s c l o t h i n g and a c u t of J o h n 

lilanamaker' s s i g n a t u r e . As he w r o t e : 

. . . e v e n t u a l l y I w a s p r o m i s e d a h a l f p a g e " a d " 
to be i n s e r t e d for t h e n e x t t h r e e m o n t h s and t o l d 
to p i c k up t h e c o p y for it d u r i n g t h e f o l l o w i n g 
w e e k - at w h i c h t i m e I w o u l d a l s o be g i v e n t h e 
o p p o r t u n i t y of m e e t i n g t h e f o u n d e r h i m s e l f . . . 
Now I w a s in s e v e n t h h e a v e n . I l e f t t h e d e p a r t m e n t 
s t o r e w i t h a s e n s e of a w e . liJanamaker' s w a s a New 
York l a n d m a r k and h e r e w a s I, s t i l l a b o y in s h o r t 
p a n t s , t a l k i n g w i t h o u t f e a r to i t s m a n a g e r s . On 
the s t r e e t , I had t h e d i s t i n c t f e e l i n g t h a t I 
p o s s e s s e d m o r e t h a n a l i t t l e b u s i n e s s a b i l i t y . 



In o b t a i n i n g h i s f i r s t a d v e r t i s e m e n t s for h i s m a g a z i n e , R o b e r t 

V i n c e n t had d i s c o v e r e d s o m e t h i n g w i t h i n h i m s e l f , a c o n f i d e n c e 

in h i s a b i l i t y to c o m m u n i c a t e and a p o i s e w h i c h m a d e him m a t u r e 
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b e y o n d h i s y e a r s . " C r a s h i n g i n , " as he c a l l e d i t , on t h e 

o f f i c e s of the p o w e r f u l and the i n f l u e n t i a l w a s a h a b i t t h a t 

w o u l d b e c o m e an i m p o r t a n t r e s o u r c e for V i n c e n t in h i s p u r s u i t 

of f u t u r e p l a n s . 

As the w i n t e r of 1 9 0 9 - 1 0 b e g a n , V i n c e n t s o l i c i t e d m o r e 

a d v e r t i s i n g f r o m s u c h s o u r c e s as R e m i n g t o n - A r m s U n i o n M e t a l l i c 

C a r t r i d g e C o m p a n y , Y a c h t i n g P u b l i s h i n g C o m p a n y , a n d S t r e e t 
17 

and S m i t h ' s P u b l i s h i n g C o m p a n y . By m i d - J a n u a r y , he had 

e n o u g h a d v e r t i s i n g to pay for p r i n t i n g T h e B o y s ' P a p e r w h i c h 

c o u l d a p p e a r as e a r l y as F e b r u a r y . H o w e v e r , a p r o b l e m p r e -

s e n t e d i t s e l f . M r . L o o m i s and the M e r c a n t i l e P r i n t i n g C o m p a n y 

w a n t e d its m o n e y in a d v a n c e , b u t t h e a d v e r t i s e r s w o u l d n ' t 

pay u n t i l t h e y had a c o p y of the m a g a z i n e and w e r e p r o p e r l y 

b i l l e d . T h e s o l u t i o n , V i n c e n t d i s c o v e r e d , r e s t e d in t h e g o o d 

o f f i c e s of F r a n k A . M u n s e y P u b l i c a t i o n s in t h e F l a t i r o n b u i l d -
18 

ing at B r o a d w a y and F i f t h A v e n u e . 

By now R o b e r t V i n c e n t had d e v e l o p e d c o n f i d e n c e in h i m s e l f . 

A f t e r a l l , he had s u c c e s s f u l l y sold a d v e r t i s i n g to i m p o r t a n t 

c o m p a n i e s . UJhy n o t c a l l s o m e o n e i m p o r t a n t to h e l p him w o r k 

t h r o u g h t h i s b u s i n e s s p r o b l e m ? T h e M u n s e y p u b l i s h i n g e m p i r e 

w a s i n d e e d one of t h e m o s t i n f l u e n t i a l e s t a b l i s h m e n t s in t h e 

g r o w i n g Mew Y o r k p u b l i s h i n g w o r l d . Its k e y s t o n e p u b l i c a t i o n 

w a s A r g o s y w h i c h F r a n k A . M u n s e y had s t a r t e d in t h e 1 8 8 0 ' s . 

O t h e r s in t h e s t a b l e i n c l u d e d M u n s e y ' s M a g a z i n e , T h e S c r a p 



B o o k , flll-Story M a g a z i n e and o t h e r s . T h e flrgosy had s t a r t e d 

as an i l l u s t r a t e d w e e k l y for c h i l d r e n and had c o n t a i n e d s t o r i e s 

by O l i v e r O p t i c , H o r a t i o A l g e r J r . , R . H . T i t h e r i n g t o n , and 

M a t t h e w W h i t e w h o w a s now its e d i t o r . In r e t r o s p e c t , it s e e m s 

i m p r o b a b l e t h a t a b u s y e x e c u t i v e l i k e W h i t e w o u l d t a k e t i m e 

to v i s i t w i t h a b o y in s h o r t p a n t s , b u t V i n c e n t w a s no o r d i n a r y 

b o y . F o r he did s e e M a t t h e w W h i t e and o b t a i n e d a s o l u t i o n 

to h i s f i n a n c i a l b i n d . V i n c e n t w r o t e : 

R i g h t f r o m t h e s t a r t I l o v e d M a t t h e w W h i t e , a n d 
h i s m o d e s t m a n n e r and s n o w w h i t e h a i r . He m a d e 
me so c o m f o r t a b l e , t a l k e d to me as an e q u a l and 
did not m a k e me f e e l l i k e a n o v e l t y . H i s a d v i c e , 
f r o m a b a c k g r o u n d of l o n g e x p e r i e n c j g w a s v a l u a b l e , 
h i s r e m i n i s c e n c e s j u s t f a s c i n a t i n g . 

A f t e r a c h a t a b o u t t h e o l d d a y s o f m a g a z i n e w r i t i n g , 

W h i t e t o o k V i n c e n t n e x t d o o r t o t h e o f f i c e o f R o b e r t H . D a v i s , 

e d i t o r of M u n s e y ' s M a g a z i n e . D a v i d , V i n c e n t r e c a l l s , " w a s 

an e n t i r e l y d i f f e r e n t t y p e of p e r s o n , s o m e w h a t s t o u t , w i t t y 

( a n d ) e n e r g e t i c . " He s e e m e d g e n u i n e l y i n t e r e s t e d in T h e B o y s ' 

P a p e r , and y e s , he w o u l d w r i t e a t a l e of h i s b o y h o o d d a y s 

f o r a l a t e r e d i t i o n of t h e p a p e r . He w o u l d a l s o try to g e t 

V i n c e n t an ad f r o m t h e M u n s e y C o m p a n y . H e a r i n g of V i n c e n t ' s 

f i n a n c i a l p r o b l e m , D a v i s s a i d " s o m e t h i n g a b o u t g o o d c r e d i t 
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b e i n g the m a i n s t a y of a l l b u s i n e s s e s " and t o o k V i n c e n t n e x t 

d o o r to m e e t M r . W i l l i a m T . D e w a r t , g e n e r a l m a n a g e r of t h e 

M u n s e y C o m p a n y . D e w a r t a u t h o r i z e d D a v i s to t e l e p h o n e M e r c a n -

t i l e P r i n t i n g and g u a r a n t e e p a y m e n t for t h e F e b r u a r y i s s u e 

of T h e B o y s ' P a p e r . O v e r c o m e by t h e s e d e v e l o p m e n t s , V i n c e n t 

m a d e a f a s t e x i t . He r e m e m b e r e d : 



fill of t h e Clunsey e d i t o r s and M r . flunsey h i m s e l f 
r e m a i n e d my a d v i s o r s t h r o u g h o u t the t w o and a h a l f 
y e a r s of l i f e of T h e B o y s ' P a p e r . M r . D a v i s c l a i m e d 
t h a t he h e a r d me g i v e a " w h o o p " w h e n I ran o u t of 
h i s o f f i c e t h a t day a n d , w h i l e he w a s s t i l l t a l k i n g 
to t h e p r i n t e r on t h e t e l e p h o n e , I had a r ^ j v e d a l l 
t h e w a y to 1 4 t h S t r e e t , n i n e b l o c k s a w a y . 

S o o n , t h e g a l l e y p r o o f s for t h e f i r s t i s s u e w e r e r e a d y . 

V i n c e n t w r i t e s t h a t he had l e a r n e d t h e c o r r e c t s y m b o l s f o r 

m a k i n g c o r r e c t i o n s and o m i s s i o n s . M o r n i n g s at s c h o o l now 

s e e m e d l e s s s a t i s f y i n g t h a n V i n c e n t ' s a f t e r n o o n s , b u s y as 

t h e y w e r e w i t h e d i t o r i a l d u t i e s . He r e m e m b e r e d t h a t it w a s 

s n o w i n g w h e n he c o m p l e t e d t h e d u m m y l a y - o u t and r u s h e d it 

to M r . L o o m i s at M e r c a n t i l e P r i n t i n g . He w r o t e : 

A l t o g e t h e r V o l u m e I , n u m b e r 1 of T h e B o y s ' P a p e r 
w a s no d i s a p p o i n t m e n t . It did n o t h a v e a c o v e r 
- t h a t w o u l d c o m e in d u e t i m e . T h e s u b s c r i p t i o n 
l i s t , b e f o r e p u b l i c a t i o n , w a s c l o s e to o n e h u n d r e d . 
I w a s s u r e t h a t the t h r e e h u n d r e d copie^*, a n d t h e r e 
w e r e a few e x t r a s , w o u l d not l a s t l o n g . 

V i n c e n t a l s o n o t e d t h a t p u b l i c a t i o n m a d e h i m "a m i n o r 

c e l e b r i t y a m o n g h i s P . S . 40 c l a s s m a t e s . " T h e p r i n c i p a l e v e n 

c o m m e n t e d on i t , y e t h i s own f a m i l y t o o k t h e a c c o m p l i s h m e n t 
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in s t r i d e . A l t h o u g h h i s m o t h e r w a s " q u i t e p l e a s e d " at 

h i s e f f o r t , t h i s w a s l i k e l y a t a c i t f o r m of s u p p o r t . In 

G r a n d f a t h e r B l o c h ' s h o u s e p r a i s e had b e e n s c a r c e , and w r i t i n g 

w a s no r a r e t a l e n t to L i s a . L i s a B l o c h T a r l a u w a s p r e s e n t l y 

an e d i t o r of T h e D e l i n e a t o r , a w o m a n ' s m a g a z i n e . Pa T a r l a u 

w a s "as u s u a l , s k e p t i c a l . " V i n c e n t r e c a l l e d : 

He p r e f e r r e d me to be an o u t s t a n d i n g s t u d e n t , 
e n t h u s i a s t i c m a i n l y a b o u t my s c h o o l w o r k . "If you 
d o n ' t grow i n t o an e d u c a t e d a d u l t , " he s a i d , " y o u 
w i l l n o t h a v e a n y t h i n g in c o m m o n w i t h t h e l e a r n e d 
e d i t o r s w h o m you m e e t N o w , t h e y a r e o n l y a m u s e d 
at y o u r p r e c o c i o u s n e s s . . . " . 2 4 



C l e a r l y , R o b e r t V i n c e n t w a s a p r e c o c i o u s y o u t h . l\lo d o u b t 

h i s s t e p f a t h e r w a s r i g h t . T h e l e a r n e d e d i t o r s p r o b a b l y w e r e 

a m u s e d at y o u n g V i n c e n t ' s b o l d n e s s and i n i t i a t i v e . Y e t , 

h i s m a g a z i n e w a s no c h i l d i s h g a m e . He had p l a n n e d i t , and 

it w a s a s u c c e s s . 

B u o y e d by t h e m o d e r a t e s u c c e s s of h i s f i r s t i s s u e , l/incent 

s o u g h t to i m p r o v e T h e B o y s ' P a p e r . Now c o n f i d e n t of h i s 

a b i l i t i e s as a p r o m o t e r , V i n c e n t v e n t u r e d f u r t h e r i n t o t h e 

New York p u b l i s h i n g w o r l d in s e a r c h of m e n t o r s . He w r o t e : 

. . . as I w e n t f o r t h i n t o t h e b i g w o r l d of g r o w n 
u p s . . . I f e l t t h a t I c o u l d t a l k t h e b i r d s off 
t r e e s if I had t o , and t h a t A m e r i c a w ^ g a l a n d of 
o p p o r t u n i t y for t h o s e w h o p e r s e v e r e d . 

A f t e r s c h o o l , he r o a m e d t h e c i t y via t h e s u b w a y and t h e e l e -

v a t e d t r a i n s m a k i n g h i s p u b l i s h i n g r o u n d s v i s i t i n g t h e o f f i c e s 

of f a m o u s m a g a z i n e s and n e w s p a p e r s . H i s m e m o i r s e x p r e s s 

his b o y i s h r o m a n c e w i t h t h e c i t y and its d i v e r s i t y . R e c a l l i n g 

t h e New Y o r k of 1 9 1 0 , he w r o t e : 

T h e W a l d o r f A s t o r i a H o t e l , w h e r e t h e f a m o u s " r o b b e r 
b a r r o n s " d a b b l e d in m i l l i o n s , t h e old A s t o r H o u s e 
d o w n t o w n , S h e r r y ' s , t h e s e d a t e U n i o n L e a g u e C l u b , 
the h i g h M e t r o p o l i t a n L i f e I n s u r a n c e T o w e r - t h e n 
t h e h i g h e s t o f f i c e b u i l d i n g in t h e w o r l d - t h e y 
a l l had s p e c i a l c h a r m s of t h e i r o w n . I g r e a t l y 
r e v e r e d so m a n y of t h e s e New York b u i l d i n g s a n d , 
d u r i n g my w a n d e r i n g s in M a n h a t t a n , h u m m e d s o n g s 
in t h e i r p r a i s e , m a k i n g my own p ^ g o d i e s to c u r r e n t 
p o p u l a r of m u s i c a l c o m e d y t u n e s . 

On his t r e k s b e y o n d the c o n f i n e s of P . S . 4 0 , V i n c e n t m u s t 

h a v e b e g u n to p o n d e r t h e l a r g e r q u e s t i o n s of l i f e , for he 

w r o t e of t h o s e a f t e r n o o n s in M a n h a t t a n : 



It s e e m e d to me t h a t a l l the p e o p l e of t h e g r e a t 
c i t y , r i c h and p o o r , old and y o u n g , in g h e t t o s , 
s i l k s t o c k i n g d i s t r i c t s , f o r e i g n and f i n a n c i a l 
s e c t i o n s , had o n e c o m m o n g o a l : a s e a r c h for 
h a p p i n e s s . 

I n s p i r e d by s u c h m o o d s of a d o l e s c e n t r e f l e c t i o n , he w o u l d 

" c a l l " on s u c h men as fldolph S . O c h s , t h e p u b l i s h e r of t h e 

New Y o r k T i m e s . D c h s had b o u g h t t h e T i m e s in t h e 1 8 9 0 ' s 

a n d , by 1 9 1 0 , had b u i l t it i n t o New Y o r k ' s l e a d i n g p a p e r . 

H i s l e a d e r s h i p b r o u g h t r a p i d g r o w t h to t h e n e w s p a p e r , and 

in 1 9 0 4 , he b u i l t t h e T i m e s B u i l d i n g at S e v e n t h A v e n u e and 

4 2 n d S t r e e t . V i n c e n t w a s f a s c i n a t e d by men l i k e O c h s w h o 

had b e g u n t h e i r c a r e e r s w i t h l i t t l e and had s u c c e e d e d on 
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t h e s t r e n g t h of t h e i r v i s i o n and o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s k i l l s . 

T h e n , t o o , s u c h m e n w e r e a c c e s s i b l e . A b o y w i t h an i d e a 

and an e a r n e s t m a n n e r m i g h t get an a p p o i n t m e n t for a few 

m i n u t e s to d i s c u s s , w h i c h - in 1 9 1 0 - w a s a p p a r e n t l y n o t 

so h e c t i c t h a t an e x e c u t i v e w a s u n a v a i l a b l e to c a l l e r s . 

V i n c e n t , a l m o s t i n s t i n c t i v e l y , s o u g h t o u t h e l p f r o m t h e b e s t 

men w h o m he t h o u g h t c o u l d h e l p him t h e m o s t , the l e a d i n g 

p u b l i s h e r s of t h e d a y . He w r o t e : " w o u l d s u c h an i m p o r t a n t 

m a n ( O c h s ) c o n s e n t to i m p a r t h i s w i s d o m to an e a g e r boy s t a r t -
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i n g out on a s h o e - s t r i n g in the p u b l i s h i n g w o r l d ? " 

S u c c e s s f u l l y o b t a i n i n g a f o u r o ' c l o c k i n t e r v i e w , V i n c e n t 

m e t w i t h O c h s in h i s p r i v a t e o f f i c e and r e c e i v e d t h e a d v i c e 

w h i c h b e c a m e a l m o s t s t a n d a r d w i t h s u c h c h a t s . T e l l i n g V i n c e n t 

of h i s r i s e f r o m an e l e v e n y e a r - o l d n e w s b o y in K n o x v i l l e , 

T e n n e s s e e , O c h s a d v i s e d t h a t a boy s h o u l d " a l w a y s l i v e up 



to a h i g h m o r a l c o d e and n e v e r get d i s c o u r a g e d at g r e a t 

o d d s . " ^ Q c h s t h e n p e r u s e d a c o p y of T h e B o y s ' P a p e r , g a v e 

h i s a p p r o v a l , and a r r a n g e d for V i n c e n t to t o u r the T i m e s 

c o m p o s i n g and e d i t i n g o f f i c e s . I n s p i r e d by t h i s , V i n c e n t 

p l a n n e d to i n c r e a s e c i r c u l a t i o n of h i s p a p e r and " h a d v i s i o n s 

of g e t t i n g t h e A m e r i c a n N e w s C o m p a n y to d i s t r i b u t e t h e p a p e r " 

on n e w s t a n d s . ^ 

M e a n w h i l e , a d v e r t i s i n g s p a c e c o n t i n u e d to f i l l up as 

V i n c e n t now had a f i n i s h e d c o p y to d i s p l a y . New c l i e n t s 

i n c l u d e d L o r d and T a y l o r , w h o o r d e r e d a h a l f p a g e d i s p l a y i n g 

w o m a n ' s s i l k s t o c k i n g s w h i c h s h o w e d t h e O n y x H o s i e r y e m b l e m , 
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t r a d e m a r k , and a s h a p e l y f e m a l e l e g . 

N a t u r a l l y , V i n c e n t w a n t e d to show the f i r s t e d i t i o n of 

the p a p e r to h i s f r i e n d s at F r a n k A . M u n s e y C o m p a n y . R o b e r t 

D a v i s had s e n t on the s t o r y w h i c h he had p r o m i s e d to w r i t e , 

and s e v e r a l M u n s e y e d i t o r s had e x p r e s s e d t h e i r v i e w s a b o u t 

t h e p a p e r in l e t t e r s to V i n c e n t . O n e of t h e m w a s f r o m t h e 

e d i t o r of T h e S c r a p b o o k , J . E a r l C l a u s o n , w h o c o n g r a t u l a t e d 

V i n c e n t " o n d i s p l a y i n g at so e a r l y an a g e a p e r c e p t i o n of 

w h a t is t r u e and u p l i f t i n g in j o u r n a l i s m . " ^ M a t t h e w W h i t e 

J r . c a l l e d T h e B o y s ' P a p e r " o n e of the m o s t r e m a r k a b l e pub-

l i c a t i o n s w i t h i n my k e n " and m a r v e l e d at t h e n a m e s of the 

c o n t r i b u t o r s and t h e c h a r a c t e r of t h e a d v e r t i s e m e n t s . ^ 

E v e n t u a l l y , V i n c e n t m e t M r . F r a n k M u n s e y h i m s e l f on o n e 

of h i s r e g u l a r v i s i t s to the F l a t i r o n b u i l d i n g . F r o m h i s 

t r i a n g u l a r o f f i c e in t h e a p e x of t h e b u i l d i n g , w i t h its 

s p e c t a c u l a r view up F i f t h A v e n u e , M u n s e y t o l d V i n c e n t h i s 



own s u c c e s s s t o r y b e g i n n i n g w i t h h i s y o u t h in A u g u s t a , M a i n e 

and e n d i n g w i t h h i s a c q u i s i t i o n of A r g o s y in 1 8 8 2 . A b e l i e v e r 

in the p o w e r of a d v e r t i s i n g , flunsey took out a f u l l p a g e 

" a d " in T h e B o y s 1 P a p e r . W r i t i n g out t h e c o p y h i m s e l f l o n g -

h a n d , flunsey w i s h e d V i n c e n t good l u c k . 

O u t s i d e t h e o f f i c e , V i n c e n t r e a d t h e " a d . " It s a i d : 

T h e F r a n k A . flunsey P u b l i c a t i o n s Pay T h e i r C o m p l i -
m e n t s to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , T h e Y o u n g E d i t o r and P u b -
l i s h e r . 

U n e a s y , V i n c e f e l t s o m e w h a t p a t r o n i z e d . W o u l d n ' t i t , he 

t h o u g h t , be b e t t e r to b o o s t a flunsey p u b l i c a t i o n ? M r . D e w a r t , 

flunsey's b u s i n e s s m a n a g e r , r e p l i e d t h a t it w a s n o t an e d i t o r ' s 

p r e r o g a t i v e to c e n s o r t h e c o p y of h i s a d v e r t i s e r s . T h e ad 

w a s p r i n t e d as w r i t t e n in t h e n e x t i s s u e . ^ ^ 

C l e a r l y , for R o b e r t V i n c e n t the c i t y w a s t h e s o u r c e of 

his T r u e E d u c a t i o n . W i t h no t e l e v i s i o n i m a g e s to d i s t o r t 

h i s v i e w of t h e w o r l d and w i t h s o m e w h a t s a f e r M a n h a t t a n 

s t r e e t s to w a l k , V i n c e n t w a s l e a r n i n g how to do b u s i n e s s 

in the a d u l t w o r l d e v e r y day as he w e n t a b o u t h i s r o u n d s 

for T h e B o y s ' P a p e r . Y e t , h i s m e n t o r s w e r e not o n l y t h e 

l i o n s of t h e p u b l i s h i n g w o r l d , for he w a s a boy w h o w a s a w a r e 

of the s t r e e t w i s e m e n l i k e t h o s e d a n d i e s w h o f o l l o w e d t h e 

s p o r t i n g l i f e in t h e c i g a r s t o r e s and s a l o o n s of old New 

Y o r k . As V i n c e n t r e c a l l e d : 

On t h e 4 t h of J u l y , 1 9 1 0 , t h r o n g s s w a r m e d i n t o Ted 
A l l a i r e ' s s a l o o n on 3 r d A v e n u e at 1 9 t h S t r e e t . 
I s q u e e z e d in a m o n g t h e m . It w a s n o t to c e l e b r a t e 
t h e i n d e p e n d e n c e of t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s or to p a r t a k e 
of t h e f r e e l u n c h , b u t to get the l a t e s t r e p o r t s 
f r o m R e n o , N e v a d a , o v e r the W e s t e r n U n i o n n e w s t i c k e r 



a b o u t t h e w o r l d ' s c h a m p i o n s h i p ^ g r i z e f i g h t b e t w e e n 

Jim J e f f r i e s and J a c k J o h n s o n . 

F o r d i v e r s i o n , V i n c e n t p u n c t u a t e d h i s j o u r n a l i s t i c d u t i e s 

w i t h f r e q u e n t t r i p s to T h e P o l o G r o u n d s to w a t c h J o h n M c G r a w ' s 

v a u n t e d G i a n t s . T r i p s to t h e B o a r d w a l k in A t l a n t i c C i t y 

w h e r e he s h a r e d a c h o c o l a t e s o d a w i t h h i s f i r s t g i r l f r i e n d 

and a m e m o r a b l e W o r l d S e r i e s in 1 9 1 1 w h e r e t h e G i a n t s l o s t 

to C o n n i e M a c k ' s P h i l a d e l p h i a A t h l e t i c s w e r e a m o n g V i n c e n t ' s 
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f a v o r i t e m e m o r i e s of t h a t p e r i o d . 

T h e r e w e r e a l s o t h e u s u a l t r i p s to h a g g l e w i t h t h e p r i n t e r 

and o t h e r p u b l i s h i n g e r r a n d s , b u t t h e r e w e r e i n t e r v i e w s t h a t 

i n t r o d u c e d him to c e l e b r i t i e s l i k e D a n B e a r d , f o u n d e r of 

T h e S o n s of D a n i e l B o o n e - t h e f o r e r u n n e r of T h e B o y S c o u t s 

of A m e r i c a . M e e t i n g w i t h V i n c e n t in h i s h o m e in F l u s h i n g , 

B e a r d t o l d h i m of h i s p i o n e e r i n g d a y s in K e n t u c k y and of 

m e e t i n g A b r a h a m L i n c o l n d u r i n g t h e I 8 6 0 c a m p a i g n . L a t e r , 

c a l l i n g on s c o u t h e a d q u a r t e r s at 200 F i f t h A v e n u e , V i n c e n t 

b e c a m e f r i e n d l y w i t h t h e o r i g i n a l s t a f f of T h e Boy S c o u t s 

and p u b l i c i z e d t h e i r a c t i v i t i e s in T h e B o y s ' P a p e r . 

O n e a f t e r n o o n in 1 9 1 0 , s h o r t l y a f t e r t h e f i r s t i s s u e 

of T h e B o y s ' P a p e r had b e e n p r i n t e d , V i n c e n t a t t e m p t e d to 

i n t r o d u c e h i m s e l f to J o h n D . R o c k e f e l l e r , S r . As he r e l a t e d 

the i n c i d e n t in h i s m e m o i r s , t h e s t o r y i l l u s t r a t e s t h e s e l f -

c o n f i d e n c e and i n i t i a t i v e w h i c h p r o p e l l e d V i n c e n t , n o t o n l y 

in h i s y o u t h b u t a l l h i s l i f e . R e c o g n i z i n g t h e R o c k e f e l l e r 

car p a r k e d o u t s i d e a h o u s e a c r o s s f r o m h i s own h o m e on 1 7 t h 

S t r e e t , V i n c e n t e n t e r t a i n e d t h o u g h t s "to go out and t e l l 



him a b o u t T h e B o y s ' P a p e r . " R o c k e f e l l e r , S r . w a s v i s i t i n g 

a s c u l p t o r w h o w a s m a k i n g a b u s t of the v e n e r a b l e o i l t y c o o n . 

T h i n k i n g q u i c k l y , V i n c e n t " p u t on a c l e a n w h i t e s h i r t and 

w a i t e d o u t s i d e " t h e s c u l p t o r ' s s t u d i o . He w r o t e : 

T h e r e w a s a c h a u f f e u r and o n e p a s s e n g e r s i t t i n g 
in t h e car and of c o u r s e I c o u l d n o t r e s i s t t e l l i n g 
h i m a b o u t my p u b l i s h i n g v e n t u r e . T h e p a s s e n g e r 
t u r n e d o u t to t̂ g J o h n D . R o c k e f e l l e r , J r . He t o l d 
me so h i m s e l f . 

Y o u n g R o c k e f e l l e r b e c a m e i n t e r e s t e d in t h e c o p y of T h e B o y s ' 

P a p e r w h i c h V i n c e n t s h o w e d h i m . He " p r o m i s e d to i n t r o d u c e " 

V i n c e n t to h i s f a t h e r w h e n he r e t u r n e d . 

T h e r e s t of t h e a c c o u n t r i n g s w i t h an a i r of l e g e n d as 

V i n c e n t m e t t h e s e n i o r R o c k e f e l l e r and o n c e a g a i n w a s b l e s s e d 

w i t h the w i s d o m of o n e w h o had h e l p e d s h a p e t h e m o d e r n 

A m e r i c a n s c e n e . V i n c e n t w r o t e : 

T h e f r o n t d o o r o p e n e d and M r . R o c k e f e l l e r s l o w l y 
w a l k e d d o w n t h e s t e p s o n t o t h e s t r e e t . T r u e to 
h i s p r o m i s e , h i s son g a v e him a b r i e f o u t l i n e a b o u t 
t h e t e n - y e a r - o l d boy e d i t o r , b e f o r e he g o t i n t o 
h i s c a r . T h e old g e n t l e m a n s m i l e d , s h o o k h a n d s 
w i t h m e , p u l l e d a d i m e o u t of h i s p o c k e t as he took 
a c o p y of our f i r s t e d i t i o n a n d , in a r a t h e r t h i n 
v o i c e , a d v i s e d me to b e c o m e a B a p t i s t I e v e r 
w a n t e d to e n t e r t h e K i n g d o m of H e a v e n . 

N o t h i n g t h a t he n e v e r b e c a m e a B a p t i s t , " a l t h o u g h t h e r e w a s 

a B a p t i s t c h u r c h n o t far a w a y f r o m S t u y v e s a n t S q u a r e , " V i n c e n t 

e n d e d t h e a n e c d o t e . W h i l e h i s t r u e m e n t o r s w e r e m e n l i k e 

F r a n k flunsey a n d , l a t e r F r a n k H . K e n n y of T h e W o r l d A l m a n a c , 

V i n c e n t w o u l d a l w a y s look to A m e r i c a n a r c h e t y p e s l i k e 

R o c k e f e l l e r , T h e o d o r e R o o s e v e l t , and T h o m a s E d i s o n . He 

s t r o n g l y b e l i e v e d in h e r o e s and c o n s c i o u s l y c r e a t e d h i s 



p e r s o n a l p a n t h e o n of t h e m . It w a s as i f , by m e e t i n g t h e m 

- if o n l y b r i e f l y as in t h e c a s e of R o c k e f e l l e r - s o m e of 

t h e i r g r e a t n e s s m i g h t r u b off on h i m . 

M e a n w h i l e T h e B o y s ' P a p e r w a s b e c o m i n g w e l l - k n o w n . In 

his m e m o i r s , V i n c e n t w r o t e t h a t " a l m o s t a l l New Y o r k n e w s -

p a p e r s m e n t i o n e d it in t h e i r c o l u m n s as an i n t e r e s t i n g n e w s 

i t e m . " ^ As a r e s u l t , V i n c e n t b e c a m e a " s o r t of p r o t e g e " 

of G e n e r a l M a n a g e r D o n C . S e i t z of T h e New Y o r k W o r l d . An 

a s s o c i a t e of J o s e p h P u l i t z e r , S e i t z g a v e V i n c e n t a d v i c e on 

p u b l i s h i n g m a t t e r s and o p e n e d the d o o r s of t h e P u l i t z e r B u i l d -

i n g to h i m . V i n c e n t o f t e n v i s i t e d the g o l d e n d o m e d b u i l d i n g 

o v e r l o o k i n g C i t y H a l l w i t h i t s p i c t u r e s q u e view of t h e 

B r o o k l y n B r i d g e and t h e E a s t R i v e r . T h e r e he m e t F r a n k H . 

K e n n y , e d i t o r of T h e W o r l d A l m a n a c . K e n n y w r o t e V i n c e n t 

a l e t t e r p r a i s i n g h i s p u b l i s h i n g e f f o r t s w h i c h is a s i g n i f i -

c a n t i n s i g h t i n t o w h a t w a s o b v i o u s l y an e t h o s to t h e s e pub-

l i s h i n g m e n , t h e A l g e r i a n v i r t u e s of r e s o u r c e f u l n e s s and 

d e t e r m i n a t i o n . K e n n y w r o t e : 

. . . t h e n e e d of b e t t e r f a c i l i t i e s f o r p u b l i s h i n g 
T h e B o y s ' P a p e r , I u n d e r s t a n d , is u r g e n t a n d , as 
a w i d e - a w a k e b u s i n e s s m a n a g e r , you w i l l d o u b t l e s s 
a c c o m p l i s h w h a t you h a v e s e t out to do t o w a r d t h i s 
e n d . T h i s a p t l y i l l u s t r a t e s t h e i n h e r e n t p o w e r 
in b o y s to do s o m e t h i n g p r a c t i c a l ^¡jien a c c o m p a n i e d 
w i t h t h e d e t e r m i n a t i o n to s u c c e e d . 

T o d a y , a man in K e n n y ' s p o s i t i o n m i g h t w e l l o r d e r a y o u n g 

V i n c e n t o u t of h i s o f f i c e and b a c k to s c h o o l , if he c o u l d 

e v e n h a v e g o t t e n p a s t t h e p h a l a n x of s e c r e t a r i e s in the o u t e r 

o f f i c e . H o w e v e r , it m u s t h a v e p l e a s e d m e n l i k e M u n s e y , O c h s , 



and K e n n y to s e e an e a g e r y o u n g s t e r f o l l o w i n g in t h e i r 

f o o t s t e p s . W h a t b e t t e r e n d o r s e m e n t of t h e i r own s u c c e s s 

t h a n a boy p u b l i s h e r in s h o r t p a n t s ? To t h e s e men of a c t i o n , 

s c h o o l m u s t h a v e s e e m e d a s i d e t r a c k on t h e r e a l p a t h w a y 

to T r u e E d u c a t i o n t h r o u g h e x p e r i e n c e . N o w h e r e , it s e e m e d , 

w a s V i n c e n t t u r n e d a w a y in h i s q u e s t . V i n c e n t r e m e m b e r e d 

o t h e r s w h o h e l p e d h i m : 

At t h e New Y o r k T r i b u n e ' s e d i t o r i a l o f f i c e , I had 
t h e p r i v i l e g e of c o n v e r s i n g w i t h M r . O g d e n R e i d 
and M r s . H e l e n R o g e r s R e i d , w h o w e r e b o t h v e r y k i n d 
and f r i e n d l y . T h e New Y o r k M a i l ' s p u b l i s h e r , M r . 
H e n r y L . S t o d d a r d , t o o k a s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t in my 
l i t t l e t w e l v e p a g e s h e e t and p r o m i s e d to w r i t e an 
a r t i c l e for i t . I a l s o had a c h a t w i t h th^i,r f a m o u s 
c a r t o o n i s t and i l l u s t r a t o r , R u b e G o l d b e r g . 

W h i l e a n e g a t i v e n o t e w a s h e a r d f r o m a s t a f f e r on 

P r i n t e r ' s Ink a b o u t V i n c e n t g e t t i n g " t o o m u c h f r e e p u b l i c i t y , " 

w o r d a b o u t T h e B o y s ' P a p e r w a s s p r e a d i n g . T h e N a t i o n a l 

A m a t e u r P r e s s A s s o c i a t i o n w r o t e f r o m S t . L o u i s w i t h an i n v i t a -

t i o n to j o i n , but V i n c e n t t u r n e d t h e m d o w n on t h e g r o u n d s 

t h a t he w a s a p r o f e s s i o n a l . C l o s e r to h o m e , V i n c e n t w a s 

s o o n i n c l u d e d in a c i r c l e of y o u n g f r e e l a n c e w r i t e r s and 

e d i t o r s w h i c h i n c l u d e d H o m e r C r o y and R a y m o n d H o w a y as w e l l 

as G u i d o B r u n o w h o p u b l i s h e d a l i t e r a r y m a g a z i n e c a l l e d 

B r u n o ' s A t t i c in G r e e n w i c h V i l l a g e . T h r o u g h B r u n o , V i n c e n t 

m e t C h a r l e s E d i s o n , son of t h e g r e a t i n v e n t o r , w h o h e l p e d 

B r u n o w h e n he c a m e to New York f r o m M . I . T . w h e r e he w a s a 

s t u d e n t . ^ ^ 

V i n c e n t ' s f r i e n d s h i p w i t h t h e y o u n g e r E d i s o n led V i n c e n t 

into a l i f e l o n g i n t e r e s t in s o u n d r e c o r d i n g . C h a r l e s E d i s o n 



t o o k V i n c e n t to t h e o f f i c e s of the T h o m a s A . E d i s o n R e c o r d i n g 

D i v i s i o n l o c a t e d in a p r i v a t e d w e l l i n g on F i f t h A v e n u e at 

8 t h S t r e e t . V i n c e n t r e c a l l e d : 

T h e f i r s t f l o o r w a s f i l l e d w i t h E d i s o n B l u e A m e r o l 
c y l i n d e r r e c o r d s and t h e n e w e r D i a m o n d D i s c s and 
i m p r o v e d p h o n o g r a p h s ; an u p p e r f l o o r w a s m a d e i n t o 
a s m a l l a ^ t e u r t h e a t e r , k n o w n as t h e " L i t t l e T h i m b l e 
T h e a t e r " . 

T w o y e a r s l a t e r , a r m e d w i t h an E d i s o n r e c o r d i n g m a c h i n e 

b o r r o w e d f r o m t h e y o u n g e r E d i s o n , V i n c e n t w o u l d r e c o r d t h e 

v o i c e of T h e o d o r e R o o s e v e l t at h i s h o m e in O y s t e r B a y . B u t 

b e f o r e he t u r n e d to p o l i t i c s and t h e n e w e r , m o r e d a z z l i n g 

m e d i u m of s o u n d r e c o r d i n g , R o b e r t V i n c e n t s t i l l had m u c h 

to a c c o m p l i s h as " T h e B o y E d i t o r " . 

By 1 9 1 1 , T h e B o y s ' P a p e r had b e c o m e an e s t a b l i s h e d s u c c e s s 
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w i t h a c i r c u l a t i o n of s e v e r a l h u n d r e d c o p i e s . By 1 9 1 2 , 

w i t h the i n c r e a s e d p r e s s u r e of h i g h s c h o o l , V i n c e n t d e c i d e d 

to c h a n g e t h e f o r m a t to a q u a r t e r l y . H i s m a t u r i n g i n t e r e s t 

in p o l i t i c s , s p u r r e d by t h e t h r e e p a r t y p r e s i d e n t i a l r a c e 

of 1 9 1 2 , m o v e d him to b i l l T h e B o y s ' P a p e r as " T h e O n l y 

J u v e n i l e P o l i t i c a l M a g a z i n e in A m e r i c a . F i c t i o n w o u l d 

g i v e w a y to i s s u e s , and V i n c e n t h i m s e l f w o u l d b e c o m e i n v o l v e d 

in the P r o g r e s s i v e P a r t y c a m p a i g n . 

By t h e a g e of e l e v e n , R o b e r t V i n c e n t had w i t n e s s e d t h e 

b r e a k u p of h i s f i r s t f a m i l y , had t r a v e l l e d to E u r o p e t w i c e , 

and had w a t c h e d h i s m o t h e r m o v e r e s o l u t e l y i n t o h e r own w r i t i n g 

c a r e e r . In s t a r t i n g the f i r s t b i g e n t e r p r i s e of h i s l i f e , 

V i n c e n t g a v e s t r o n g e v i d e n c e of t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s k i l l s 

and r e s o u r c e f u l n e s s w h i c h w o u l d s u s t a i n him in l a t e r 



p r o f e s s i o n a l v e n t u r e s . T h e B o y s ' P a p e r w o u l d s e r v e as h i s 

p r a c t i c a l p r i m e r in h u m a n r e l a t i o n s . L i k e h i s G r a n d f a t h e r 

B l o c h , y o u n g V i n c e n t had l e a r n e d to p u t a c r o s s an i d e a to 

i m p o r t a n t m e n . He had l e a r n e d t h e a r t of s e l l i n g h i m s e l f 

and the i m p o r t a n c e of d e l i v e r i n g on h i s p r o m i s e s . In s h o r t , 

he had l e a r n e d T r u e E d u c a t i o n in p r o d u c i n g T h e B o y s ' P a p e r , 

and h i s t e a c h e r s w e r e t h e p r o f e s s i o n a l s w h o ran the New Y o r k 

p u b l i s h i n g b u s i n e s s . 

S e l f - r e l i a n t , p l u c k y , and r e s o u r c e f u l , R o b e r t V i n c e n t 

w a s a l s o an e f f e c t i v e s e l f - p r o m o t e r w h o w a s n o t a s h a m e d of 

h i s t i t l e , " t h e y o u n g e s t e d i t o r in A m e r i c a " L o o k i n g b e y o n d 

h i s f a m i l y for a p p r o v a l , V i n c e n t s o u g h t a l m o s t i n s t i n c t i v e l y 

t h e b e s t m e n t o r s . T h e B o y s ' P a p e r p r o v e d to be h i s " r i t e 

of p a s s a g e " i n t o t h e a d u l t w o r l d , a n d he p a s s e d h i s t e s t s 

w e l l . O v e r 75 y e a r s l a t e r , V i n c e n t ' s f i l e s and s c r a p b o o k s 

a b o u n d w i t h t h e m a t e r i a l e v i d e n c e of h i s a d o l e s c e n t t r i u m p h s . 

O v e r h i s l i f e t i m e , V i n c e n t r e g u l a r l y s a v e d t h e l e t t e r s and 

c l i p p i n g s w h i c h e s t a b l i s h e d h i s c r e d i b i l i t y . It w a s a c r e d i -

b i l i t y n o t o n l y of h i s a b i l i t i e s b u t of h i s m a n h o o d . By 

w o r k i n g h a r d on a t a n g i b l e p r o j e c t and s e e k i n g t h e a p p r o v a l 

of m e n w h o had s u c c e e d e d at w h a t he w a s a t t e m p t i n g , R o b e r t 

V i n c e n t e x e c u t e d w h a t w a s b o t h a p r a g m a t i c and t y p i c a l l y 

A m e r i c a n r i t u a l of m a n h o o d . 

W h i l e o n e is r e m i n d e d of t h e a p p r e n t i c e s h i p of B e n j a m i n 

F r a n k l i n in V i n c e n t ' s s t o r y , t h e r e is a l s o m u c h of F . S c o t t 

F i t z g e r a l d ' s G a t s b y in V i n c e n t ' s m e m o i r s . L i k e an u r b a n J i m m y 
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G a t z , R o b e r t V i n c e n t had a " p l a t o n i c c o n c e p t i o n of h i m s e l f " 



and w o u l d in m a n y w a y s c r e a t e a l i f e for h i m s e l f w h i c h w o u l d 

in s o m e w a y a p p r o a c h h i s r o m a n t i c d r e a m s of w h a t a l i f e s h o u l d 

Y e t , a t h i r d and p e r h a p s s t r o n g e r p a r a l l e l c a n be m a d e 

in V i n c e n t ' s y o u t h f u l y e a r s to the A l g e r h e r o . V i n c e n t w a s , 

to t h e p u b l i s h i n g men w h o h e l p e d h i m , a r e a l l i f e H o r a t i o 

A l g e r boy w h o e m b o d i e d t h e s a m e v a l u e s t h a t t h e y l i v e d by 

and p r o m u l g a t e d in t h e i r j o u r n a l s . H e r e w a s a 2 0 t h c e n t u r y 

A m e r i c a n boy w h o r e c a l l e d t h e a r c h e t y p i c v a l u e s c a r r i e d d o w n 

f r o m F r a n k l i n t h r o u g h R a p l h W a l d o E m e r s o n to t h e A l g e r c h a r a c -

t e r s in the flunsey p u l p s . R o a m i n g t h e s t r e e t s and s u b w a y s 

of New Y o r k , c a l l i n g on i m p o r t a n t m e n , c a r r y i n g h i s n e w l y 
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a c q u i r e d " c o m b i n a t i o n s a t c h e l - b r i e f c a s e " m a d e of i m i t a t i o n 

l e a t h e r , R o b e r t V i n c e n t e m b a r k e d on a c l a s s i c A m e r i c a n l i f e 

in the e a r l y y e a r s of the new c e n t u r y . 

S o o n , he w o u l d t u r n f r o m p u b l i s h i n g to p o l i t i c s and w o u l d 

e n c o u n t e r T h e o d o r e R o o s e v e l t , h i m s e l f t h e m o s t r e c e n t i n c a r n a -

t i o n of t h e s e l f - r e l i a n t and r e s o u r c e f u l t r a i t s in t h e A m e r i c a n 

c h a r a c t e r . F o r o n e so y o u n g and so f r e s h f r o m a E u r o p e a n 

b a c k g r o u n d , V i n c e n t had b e c o m e - by t h e t i m e of h i s a d o l e s c e n c e 

- an e x t e n s i o n of t h e p r o t o t y p i c e n t e r p r i s i n g A m e r i c a n b o y . 



C H A P T E R III 

THE BO Y P R O G R E S S I V E 
1 9 1 2 - 1 9 1 3 

As t h e f i r s t y e a r of T h e B o y s ' P a p e r c a m e to a c l o s e , 

t h e r e w e r e m a n y r e a s o n s to r e j o i c e . N o t o n l y had a d v e r t i s i n g 

i n c o m e p e r m i t t e d t h e f i r s t i l l u s t r a t e d c o v e r , b u t S c r i b n e r ' s 

- o n e of t h e top m o n t h l y m a g a z i n e s - had t a k e n t h e e n t i r e 

b a c k c o v e r for an a d v e r t i s e m e n t s o l i c i t i n g y e a r l y s u b s c r i p -

tions.''" It w a s , h o w e v e r , t h e C h r i s t m a s , 1 9 1 0 n u m b e r w h i c h 

w o u l d p r o v e to be m o s t f o r t u n a t e f o r it c r e a t e d t h e c i r c u m -

s t a n c e s f o r V i n c e n t to m e e t T h e o d o r e R o o s e v e l t , an e v e n t w h i c h 

c h a n g e d h i s l i f e . 

T h e S c r i b n e r ' s r e l a t i o n s h i p p r o v i d e d V i n c e n t w i t h y e t 

a n o t h e r h e l p f u l m e n t o r , t h i s t i m e in t h e p e r s o n of M r . F r e d 

L . G o d d a r d w h o w a s S c r i b n e r ' s c i r c u l a t i o n m a n a g e r . G o d d a r d ' s 

h e l p f u l n e s s and e n t h u s i a s m for V i n c e n t ' s p u b l i s h i n g e f f o r t s 

a r e d u l y n o t e d in h i s m e m o i r s , y e t t h e r e is a l s o a n o t h e r s m a l l 

c l u e a b o u t V i n c e n t ' s n e e d f o r a f a t h e r f i g u r e in h i s d e s c r i p -

t i o n of G o d d a r d . V i n c e n t w r o t e t h a t G o d d a r d w a s : 

. . . one of t h e k i n d l i e s t and m o s t c o n s i d e r a t e 
men I h a v e e v e r m e t , n e v e r t i r e d of h e l p i n g me in 
a l l s o r t of w a y s . He s e e m e d a l m o s t as e n t h u s i a s t i c 
a b o u t T h e B o y s ' P a p e r as I w a s and if I w e r e to 
say t h a t he w a s l i k e a f a t h e r to m e , it w o ^ l d be 
an u n d e r s t a t e m e n t . He w a s an i m p r o v e m e n t . 



G o d d a r d i n t r o d u c e d V i n c e n t to R o b e r t B r i d g e s t h e p o e t and 

a l a t e r e d i t o r of S c r i b n e r ' s w h o a g r e e d to w r i t e an o r i g i n a l 

p o e m for T h e B o y s ' P a p e r , " w i t h t h e u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h a t t h e r e 

w o u l d be no e r r o r s in s p e l l i n g p u n c t u a t i o n , or p r i n t i n g . " ^ 

G o d d a r d , t o o , s o u n d e d t h e A l g e r v i r t u e s in an A p r i l 1 , 1 9 1 1 

l e t t e r of e n c o u r a g e m e n t to V i n c e n t . G o d d a r d w r o t e : 

Do n o t be d i v e r t e d by t h e k i n d l y b u t i n d i s c r e e t 
f l a t t e r y of a n y b o d y . T a k e a l l t h e a d v i c e you c a n 
g e t , and s t u d y it c a r e f u l l y , b u t , a b o v e a l l , be 
t r u e to y o u r s e l f and h u s t l e a l l t h e t i m e to f i t 
y o u r s e l f for w o r k t h a t w i l l be s a t i s f y i n g to y o u r 
o w n c r i t i c i s m . N e v e r be c o n t e n t w i t h s l o p p y w o r k , 
and l e t me r e p e a t , n e v e r be i m p r o p e r l y a f f e c t e d 
by t h e p r a i s e of o t h e r p e o p l e . 

M a k e a l l t h e f r i e n d s y o u ^ c a n and c o n t i n u e to 
c o m m a n d t h e i r r e s p e c t . . . . 

T h e good w i l l of G o d d a r d ' s m i s s i v e n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g , 

V i n c e n t h a s a l r e a d y r e c e i v e d w h a t w o u l d u l t i m a t e l y p r o v e to 

be a m o r e s i g n i f i c a n t l e t t e r a m o n t h e a r l i e r on M a r c h 1 1 . 

It c a m e f r o m H a m i l t o n W r i g h t M a b i e , t h e d i s t i n g u i s h e d and 

i n f l u e n t i a l a s s o c i a t e e d i t o r of T h e O u t l o o k . M a b i e had h e l p e d 

L y m o n A b b o t t , t h e e d i t o r , b u i l d t h e O u t l o o k i n t o a p o t e n t 

w e e k l y w h o s e m a i n s t o c k w a s p o l i t i c a l and s o c i o l o g i c a l com-

m e n t a r y . M a b i e had n o t o n l y b e e n a f r i e n d of M a r k T w a i n b u t 

had r e c e n t l y p e r s u a d e d f o r m e r p r e s i d e n t T h e o d o r e R o o s e v e l t 

to b e c o m e T h e O u t l o o k ' s c o n t r i b u t i n g e d i t o r . W h a t a t t r a c t e d 

M a b i e to V i n c e n t w a s a s t o r y w r i t t e n by V i n c e n t ' s m o t h e r f o r 

t h e C h r i s t m a s e d i t i o n of T h e B o y s ' P a p e r . T h e s t o r y d e s c r i b e d 

t h e " e d i t o r i a l f a m i l y " of t h e p a p e r a r o u n d a c h e r r y log f i r e 

p o n d e r i n g t h e q u e s t for h a p p i n e s s . E c h o i n g a r e c u r r i n g t h e m e 



in L i s a ' s o t h e r f i c t i o n , t h e s t o r y p l e a s e d M a b i e . In h i s 

l e t t e r , w r i t t e n on O u t l o o k s t a t i o n a r y , he h a i l e d V i n c e n t as 

" p r o b a b l y t h e y o u n g e s t b u s i n e s s m a n a g e r and g e n e r a l e d i t o r 

of a n e w s p a p e r in t h i s c o u n t r y . " Of L i s a ' s s t o r y he c o m m e n t e d : 

. . . I t n o u g h t t h e p i c t u r e of t h e e d i t o r i a l f a m i l y 
of t h e B o y s ' P a p e r ( s i c ) a r o u n d t h e e v e n i n g l a m p 
and b e f o r e t h e e v e n i n g f i r e , t a l k i n g a b o u t h a p p i n e s s , 
o n e of t h e m o s t d e l i g h t f u l I h a v e l o o k e d in u p o n 
for m a n y a d a y : t h e t a l k I t h o u g h t v e r y i n t e r e s t i n g 
and s e n s i b l e . I i n t e n d to p r a c t i c e t h e d o c t r i n e 
w h i c h t h e B o y s ' P a p e r p r e a c h e s j I am . . . o n e of 
i t s m o s t a p p r e c i a t i v e r e a d e r s . 

It is i m p o s s i b l e to i d e n t i f y j u s t w h a t " d o c t r i n e " M a b i e f o u n d 

so a t t r a c t i v e b e c a u s e t h e r e a r e no e x t a n t c o p i e s of t h e 1 9 1 0 

r u n of T h e B o y s ' P a p e r . H o w e v e r , a 1 9 1 2 c o n t r i b u t i o n by L i s a 

to the p a p e r u s e d a s i m i l a r " f a m i l y " f o r m a t in w h i c h the 

g 

c h i l d r e n in t h e f a m i l y d i s c u s s t h e p r e s i d e n t i a l r a c e . L i k e 

s o m e of h e r " m o d e r n f a i r y t a l e s , " t h i s p i e c e u t i l i z e d t h e 

v o i c e s of c h i l d r e n to c o m m u n i c a t e s a g a c i o u s l y on t h e w o r l d 

at l a r g e . P e r h a p s it w a s t h i s a s p e c t t h a t so p l e a s e d M a b i e , 

or - p e r h a p s as h i s l e t t e r i n d i c a t e s - it m i g h t h a v e b e e n 

t h e d i s c o v e r y of so c l o s e an e m b o d i m e n t of t h e A l g e r t y p e 

in V i n c e n t h i m s e l f w h o s e m a g a z i n e i t s e l f r e p r e s e n t e d e n t e r p r i s e 

and i n i t i a t i v e . 

A c t u a l l y it w a s M r . F r a n k H o y t , a d v e r t i s i n g m a n a g e r of 

T h e O u t l o o k , w h o had b r o u g h t T h e B o y s ' P a p e r to M a b i e ' s a t t e n -

t i o n . H o y t had p u r c h a s e d a d v e r t i s i n g s p a c e in V i n c e n t ' s p a p e r 

and had p e r s u a d e d M r . O t t o K o e n i g of T h e C h r i s t i a n H e r a l d 

to do t h e s a m e . It w a s a l s o H o y t w h o i n t r o d u c e d V i n c e n t to 

M a b i e w h o a g r e e d to c o n t r i b u t e an e s s a y e n t i t l e d " W i l l i n g 



to S h o v e l " for t h e s p r i n g n u m b e r . A H o r a t i o A l g e r p i e c e , 

it " r e c e i v e d a c c l a i m n o t o n l y f r o m . . . b o y r e a d e r s b u t 
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i m p o r t a n t g r o w n u p s as w e l l . " V i n c e n t b e c a m e w e l c o m e in 

t h e o f f i c e s of T h e O u t l o o k at 2 8 7 F o u r t h A v e n u e , and in t h e 

s p r i n g of 1 9 1 1 w a s i n v i t e d by M r . M a b i e to m e e t c o n t r i b u t i n g 

e d i t o r T h e o d o r e R o o s e v e l t in h i s o f f i c e at T h e O u t l o o k . 

R o o s e v e l t h a s b e e n on t h e m a g a z i n e ' s s t a f f s i n c e d e p a r t i n g 

t h e W h i t e H o u s e in 1 9 0 8 . He w a s t h e n r e s u m i n g h i s e d i t o r i a l 

t a s k s a f t e r h i s w i d e l y p u b l i c i z e d w i l d g a m e h u n t i n g e x p e d i t i o n 

in A f r i c a . 

F i n a l l y , t h e d a y of V i n c e n t ' s a p p o i n t m e n t w i t h t h e f o r m e r 

p r e s i d e n t a r r i v e d . T h e b o y s at s c h o o l t h a t day w e r e s k e p t i c a l 

w h e n V i n c e n t t o l d s o m e of t h e m t h a t he had a f o u r o ' c l o c k 

a p p o i n t m e n t w i t h T e d d y R o o s e v e l t , b u t as V i n c e n t r e p o r t e d , 

" t h e r e w e r e t h o s e w h o t h o u g h t a n y t h i n g o u t of t h e o r d i n a r y 
g 

w a s q u i t e p r o b a b l e f o r an odd b i r d l i k e m e . " C a r r y i n g t h r e e 

r e c e n t c o p i e s of T h e B o y s ' P a p e r in h i s s a t c h e l , V i n c e n t t o o k 

t h e e l e v a t o r to t h e s e v e n t h f l o o r of T h e O u t l o o k o f f i c e s and 

w a i t e d o u t s i d e a d o o r m a r k e d " T H E O U T L O O K - O F F I C E OF T H E O D O R E 

R O O S E V E L T . " S o o n M r . M a b i e and M r . R o o s e v e l t a r r i v e d . H e r e 

is how V i n c e n t d e s c r i b e d t h e m e e t i n g in h i s m e m o i r s : 

S u r e e n o u g h . . . t h e r e a p p e a r e d t h a t f a m i l i a r f a c e , 
g r i n n i n g , e x u d i n g a d y n a m i c p e r s o n a l i t y t h a t s e e m e d 
to e n v e l o p t h e w h o l e a r e a . T h e r e w a s an a r i s t o c r a t i c 
m a n n e r a b o u t h i m , y e t he a p p e a r e d q u i t e a p p r o a c h a b l e , 
a l t h o u g h n o t t h e h a i l - f e l l o w - w e l l - m e t t y p e . . . 

T e d d y g r a s p e d my s m a l l h a n d in h i s l a r g e o n e , 
took t h e p a p e r s a n d , as f a r as I can r e c a l l t h e 
e x a c t w o r d s of t h e c o n v e r s a t i o n , it w e n t l i k e t h i s : 
" W h y , t h a t s b u l l y , R o b e r t ! Y o u and I a r e t h e m o s t 
e n e r g e t i c e d i t o r s in t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . . . . 



I'd l i k e you to v i s i t S a g a m o r e H i l l in t h e s u m m e r 
and m e e t s o m e of t h e m a n y R o o s e v e l t b o y s . T e l l 
t h e m a b o u t y o u r e x p e r i e n c e ^ a n d , if I c a n h e l p you 
at a n y t i m e , let me k n o w . " 

R e c o g n i z i n g t h a t t h i s w a s too g o o d an o p p o r t u n i t y to 

let p a s s , V i n c e n t a s k e d R o o s e v e l t to w r i t e a s p e c i a l m e s s a g e 

f o r a l l A m e r i c a n b o y s t h r o u g h T h e B o y s ' P a p e r . As V i n c e n t 

n o t e d , he r e q u e s t e d t h a t R o o s e v e l t n o t " m a k e it t o o l o n g " 

b e c a u s e he had h e a r d t h a t t h e e x - p r e s i d e n t " w a s g e t t i n g two 

d o l l a r s a w o r d . " He t h o u g h t " i t j u s t p o s s i b l e t h a t he w o u l d 

s e n d . . . a bi 1 1 . " 

S o m e w e e k s l a t e r , an e n v e l o p e a r r i v e d c o n t a i n i n g 

R o o s e v e l t ' s s t a t e m e n t for T h e B o y s ' P a p e r . T h e t e x t w a s b r i e f , 

and it c o n t a i n e d s i m i l a r t h o u g h t s to o t h e r s u c h p i e c e s w r i t t e n 

by R o o s e v e l t , b u t it m u s t h a v e b e e n a s p e c i a l t h r i l l for 

V i n c e n t to g e t a s p e c i a l l y t y p e d and s i g n e d m a n u s c r i p t f r o m 

s u c h a d i s t i n g u i s h e d p e r s o n a g e . It r e a d : 

Of c o u r s e , w h a t I h a v e a r i g h t to e x p e c t of t h e 
A m e r i c a n boy is t h a t he s h a l l t u r n o u t to be a g o o d 
A m e r i c a n m a n . N o w , t h e c h a n c e s a r e s t r o n g t h a t 
he w o n ' t be m u c h of a m a n u n l e s s he is a g o o d d e a l 
of a b o y . He m u s t n o t be a c o w a r d or a w e a k l i n g , 
a b u l l y , a s h i r k , or a p r i g . He m u s t w o r k h a r d 
and p l a y h a r d . He m u s t be c l e a n - m i n d e d and c l e a n -
l i v e d , and be a b l e to h o l d h i s own u n d e r a l l c i r -
c u m s t a n c e s and a g a i n s t a l l c o m e r s . It is o n l y u n d e r 
t h e s e c o n d i t i o n s t h a t he w i l l grow i n t o t h e k i n d 
of A m e j j c a n m a n of w h o m A m e r i c a can be r e a l l y 
p r o u d . 

T h e s i g n e d m a n u s c r i p t a l o n g w i t h a p o r t r a i t of T h e o d o r e 

R o o s e v e l t s t i l l h a n g s n e a r R o b e r t V i n c e n t ' s d e s k in h i s s t u d i o . 

1 9 1 1 b r o u g h t V i n c e n t i n t o c o n t a c t w i t h o t h e r w e l l - k n o w n 

e d i t o r s i n c l u d i n g E d w a r d J . W h e e l e r of C u r r e n t L i t e r a t u r e 



and W . S . W o o d s of F u n k and W a g n a l l ' s L i t e r a r y D i g e s t . In 

a J u n e 2 3 r d l e t t e r , W h e e l e r a d v i s e d V i n c e n t to p u t m o r e of 

h i m s e l f i n t o t h e p a p e r . He m i l d l y c r i t i q u e d l/incent for u s i n g 

t h e c o n t r i b u t i o n s of p r o f e s s i o n a l s l i k e M a b i e and J . E a r l 

C l a u s o n and e n c o u r a g e d V i n c e n t to " . . . be f r a n k ( a n d ) s p e a k 

y o u r i n s i d e t h o u g h t s r i g h t o u t , and let us h a v e a b o y ' s v i e w 
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of the w o r l d . " Y e t , V i n c e n t w a s r e t i c e n t a b o u t s h a r i n g 

h i s e x p e r i e n c e s . As he s t a t e d in h i s m e m o i r s : 

I did not f o l l o w h i s a d v i c e t h e n , b e c a u s e I b e l i e v e d 
it to be p r e s u m p t u o u s f o r a boy to w r i t e a b o u t im-
p o r t a n t c o n t e m p o r a r y f i g u r e s w i t h t h e r a t h e r i m m a -
t u r e , ^ e r o - w o r s h i p f u l s e n t i m e n t w h i c h I f e l t f o r 
t h e m . 

V i n c e n t c o n t i n u e d to v i s i t and seek a d v i c e f r o m t h e m a n y pub-

l i s h i n g h o u s e s w h i c h w e r e so c o n v e n i e n t l y c l o s e to h i s h o m e 

on 17th S t r e e t . 

O n e s u c h p u b l i s h e r w a s D o u b l e d a y , P a g e , and C o m p a n y at 

1 3 3 E a s t 1 6 t h S t r e e t . D o u b l e d a y w h i c h had r e c e n t l y p u b l i s h e d 

U p t o n S i n c l a i r ' s T h e J u n g l e , a d v e r t i s e d in T h e B o y s ' P a p e r 

f e a t u r i n g t h e i r b o o k s f o r y o u n g e r r e a d e r s . D u r i n g an a f t e r n o o n 

v i s i t to D o u b l e d a y , P a g e , V i n c e n t m e t W a l t e r H i n e s P a g e -

f o r m e r e d i t o r of T h e F o r u m and T h e A t l a n t i c M o n t h l y . L a t e r , 

V i n c e n t m e t w i t h M a r k S u l l i v a n of C o l l i e r ' s W e e k l y and S a m u e l 

S . M c C l u r e of M c C l u r e ' s M a g a z i n e w h i c h had c o n t r i b u t e d so 

m u c h to t h e m u c k r a k i n g p e r i o d j u s t p a s s e d . E l b e r t W o r t m a n , 

e d i t o r of M c C l u r e ' s p r a i s e d T h e B o y s ' P a p e r in a M a y 2 4 , 1 9 1 1 

l e t t e r for i t s " v e r y f i n e q u a l i t y of s t o r i e s and articles.""'"^ 

A v i s i t to t h e v e n e r a b l e H a r p e r and B r o t h e r s , g a i n e d V i n c e n t 



not o n l y a h a l f p a g e " a d " f o r a new Z a n e G r a y n o v e l , b u t a l s o 

an i n t e r v i e w w i t h e d i t o r H e n r y M i l l s ftlden. V i n c e n t w r o t e 

t h a t h i s m e e t i n g w i t h A l d e n , w h o b e g a n h i s e d i t o r s h i p of 

H a r p e r ' s M a g a z i n e in 1 8 6 9 , w a s a " c h e r i s h e d m e m o r y " of t h o s e 

d a y s . O t h e r s o u t s i d e the p u b l i s h i n g b u s i n e s s w h o b e g a n to 

n o t i c e T h e B o y s ' P a p e r w e r e m a y o r of New Y o r k W i l l i a m J . 

G a y n o r , w h o w r o t e a l e t t e r on J u l y 3 1 , a n d H e n r y L . S t i m s o n , 

u n s u c c e s s f u l c a n d i d a t e f o r g o v e r n o r in 1 9 1 0 and a f u t u r e 

S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e and S e c r e t a r y of W a r . S t i m s o n w r o t e to 

c o n g r a t u l a t e V i n c e n t on " t h e z e a l and a b i l i t y you d i s p l a y 
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in y o u r w o r k . . . ." It s h o u l d be p o i n t e d o u t t h a t V i n c e n t , 

a l w a y s an a l e r t b u s i n e s s m a n , m u s t h a v e i n i t i a t e d m a n y of t h e s e 

c o n t a c t s . Y e t , t h e t h o u g h t f u l t o n e of t h e m a n y l e t t e r s w h i c h 

V i n c e n t r e c e i v e d f r o m t h e s e i m p o r t a n t p e o p l e m u s t be c o n s i d e r e d 

in any a s s e s s m e n t of t h e q u a l i t y of T h e B o y s ' P a p e r . 

As t h e s u m m e r of 1 9 1 1 w a n e d , V i n c e n t w a s d r a w n b a c k to 

T h e o d o r e R o o s e v e l t ' s w o r l d . R e s p o n d i n g to an i n v i t a t i o n to 

v i s i t the R o o s e v e l t f a m i l y at S a g a m o r e H i l l , V i n c e n t t r a v e l e d 

to O y s t e r B a y . T h i s v i s i t c l e a r l y c e m e n t e d h i s p e r s o n a l 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n w i t h R o o s e v e l t and g a v e him a b r i e f , p r i v i l e g e d 

g l i m p s e of t h e m o s t f a m o u s f a m i l y in A m e r i c a . V i n c e n t re-

c a l l e d : 

It w a s t h r i l l i n g to s e e t h e t r o p h y r o o m s , d r i n k 
l e m o n a d e on t h e h u g e o p e n p o r c h , r o a m t h e g r o u n d s 
and m e e t s o m e of t h e y o u n g c o u s i n s f r o m a d j a c e n t 
h o m e s in O y s t e r B a y . Q u e n t i n , T . R . ' s y o u n g e s t 
s o n , w a s o n l y t h r e e y e a r s o l d e r t h a n I; t h e o t h e r 
y o u n g s t e r s to join ^ g w e r e P h i l i p and O l i v e r a n d 
N i c h o l a s R o o s e v e l t . 



T h e b o y s t a l k e d a b o u t T h e B o y s ' P a p e r and o t h e r a m a t e u r m a g a -

z i n e s , " C o u s i n T h e o d o r e ' s " new H a y n e s a u t o m o b i l e , f i s h i n g , 

c u r r e n t and p a s t e v e n t s . V i n c e n t w r i t e s t h a t M r s . R o o s e v e l t 

w a s a g r a c i o u s h o s t and the C o l o n e l h i m s e l f i n s c r i b e d h i s 
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b o o k T h e S t r e n u o u s L i f e . . . as a m o m e n t o of the o c c a s i o n . " 

It is n o t d i f f i c u l t to d e t e r m i n e w h a t p e r s o n a l e f f e c t 

the v i s i t to O y s t e r Bay had on V i n c e n t . T h e m e e t i n g w i t h 

R o o s e v e l t e a r l i e r in the y e a r at T h e O u t l o o k o f f i c e had had 

a g a l v a n i c e f f e c t on t h e b o y ; it w o u l d b e c o m e a p o i n t of 

r e f e r e n c e t h r o u g h o u t the r e s t of h i s l i f e . Y e t , t a k e n as 

a w h o l e , a l l of h i s b r i e f e n c o u n t e r s w i t h R o o s e v e l t d u r i n g 

t h e n e x t two y e a r s w o u l d t a k e on an a u r a of l e g e n d to V i n c e n t . 

On a c e r t a i n l e v e l , R o o s e v e l t r e p r e s e n t e d t h e c u r r e n t m o d e l 

of m a n h o o d . He w a s a h e r o w h o e m b o d i e d the a d v e n t u r o u s s p i r i t 

of t h e new c e n t u r y . To an a d o l e s c e n t l i k e V i n c e n t , i n t e l l i -

g e n t , a m b i t i o u s , s e a r c h i n g for a f a t h e r f i g u r e , T h e o d o r e 

R o o s e v e l t w a s t h e p e r f e c t h e r o . 

In h i s b i o g r a p h y T h e Y o u n g H e m i n g w a y , M i c h a e l R e y n o l d s 

w r i t e s : 

F o r a n y y o u n g boy at the turn of t h e c e n t u r y , 
T h e o d o r e R o o s e v e l t w a s a l i v i n g l e g e n d : w e s t e r n 
r a n c h e r , r o u g h r i d e r , h e r o of San J u a n H i l l , the 
P r e s i d e n t , A f r i c a n h u n t e r , S o u t h A m e r i c a n e x p l o r e r 

. . . T h e l e n g e n d t h a t R o o s e v e l t b e c a m e w a s a 
c o n s c i o u s c r e a t i o n , w h o s e m e s s a g e w a s s i m p l e : a 
m a n of m o r a l f i b e r and p h y s i c a l e n d u r a n c e can do 
w h a t e v e r he c a n i m a g i n e h i m s e l f d o i n g . 

L i k e E r n e s t H e m i n g w a y or any o t h e r boy b o r n j u s t b e f o r e 1 9 0 0 , 

V i n c e n t w a s r e s p o n s i v e to t h e e t h i c of t h e s t r e n u o u s l i f e . 

Of c o u r s e , R o o s e v e l t ' s w a s a m o r e r o m a n t i c and p o t e n t v e r s i o n 



of the A l g e r m y t h . B o t h s t r e s s e d t h e E m e r s o n i a n v i r t u e s of 

s e l f - r e l i a n c e and s e l f - c r e a t i o n . Y e t , it is e v i d e n t t h a t 

w h i l e t h e A l g e r m y t h p r o v e d to be a d i d a c t i c e t h o s u s e d by 

a d u l t s to g u i d e t h e i r c h i l d r e n t o w a r d s o c i a l l y a c c e p t a b l e 

a m b i t i o n s in t h e b u s i n e s s w o r l d , t h e R o o s e v e l t i a n m a x i m s w e r e 

l i k e l y to h a v e m o r e e f f i c a c y to b o y s a t t r a c t e d to T . R . ' s w e l l 

p u b l i c i z e d a d v e n t u r e s . M o r e o v e r , R o o s e v e l t ' s s t r o n g l y re-

f o r m i s t p o l i t i c s w o u l d h a v e a d d e d a p p e a l to t h o s e b o y s , l i k e 

V i n c e n t , w h o m i g h t be d i v e r g e n t e n o u g h to look b e y o n d t h e 

f i e l d of b u s i n e s s f o r t h e i r f u t u r e . As R e y n o l d s p u t s i t , 

R o o s e v e l t ' s m e s s a g e w a s s i m p l e : "a m a n of m o r a l f i b e r a n d 

p h y s i c a l e n d u r a n c e c a n do w h a t e v e r he c a n i m a g i n e h i m s e l f 
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d o i n g . 

In a l a r g e r s e n s e , R o o s e v e l t r e p r e s e n t e d a c o n t e m p o r a r y 

r e c a s t i n g of t h e o l d e r P u r i t a n w o r k e t h i c . R e a c t i n g a g a i n s t 

t h e e x c e s s e s of t h e new p o s t - i n d u s t r i a l l e i s u r e c l a s s , 

R o o s e v e l t e s c h e w e d "a m e r e l i f e of e a s e " in f a v o r of a m o r e 

d e m a n d i n g p h i l o s o p h y of e n d e a v o r and a c c o m p l i s h m e n t . In T h e 

S t r e n u o u s L i f e R o o s e v e l t w r o t e : 

A man can be f r e e d f r o m t h e n e c e s s i t y of w o r k o n l y 
by t h e f a c t t h a t he or h i s f a t h e r s b e f o r e him h a v e 
w o r k e d to g o o d p u r p o s e . If t h e f r e e d o m t h u s p u r -
c h a s e d is u s e d a r i g h t , and t h e m a n s t i l l d o e s a c t u a l 
w o r k , t h o u g h of a d i f f e r e n t k i n d , w h e t h e r as a w r i t e r 
or a g e n e r a l , w h e t h e r in t h e f i e l d of p o l i t i c s or 
in t h e f i e l d of e x p l o r a t i o n and a d v e n t u r e , he s h o w s 
he d e s e r v e s h i s g o o d f o r t u n e . B u t if he t r e a t s 
t h i s p e r i o d of f r e e d o m f r o m t h e n e e d of a c t u a l l a b o r 
as a p e r i o d . . . of m e r e e n j o y m e n t , he s h o w s t h a t 
he is s i m p l y a c u m b e r e r of t h e e a r t h ' s s u r f a c e 
. . . . A m e r e l i f e o f ^ g a s e is not t h e end of a 
v e r y s a t i s f a c t o r y l i f e . 



C l e a r l y , to R o o s e v e l t , e n t e r p r i s e m e a n t m o r e t h a n p i l i n g up 

w e a l t h in t h e m a r k e t p l a c e . In f a i r n e s s to t h e A l g e r b o o k s , 

t h e r e w a s a s p i r i t u a l s i d e to the R a g g e d D i c k c h a r a c t e r t o o . 

y e t , in h i s d i v e r s i t y of a c c o m p l i s h m e n t and c e l e b r a t i o n of 

v a r i o u s k i n d s of h u m a n e n d e a v o r , R o o s e v e l t c o n s i d e r a b l y 

b r o a d e n e d the s o m e w h a t n a r r o w n i n e t e e t h - c e n t u r y v i s i o n of 

s u c c e s s : to w i t , t h e " a d v e n t u r e s " i n t o A f r i c a and the A m a z o n 

w h e r e T . R . c o u l d be a boy a g a i n , y e t j u s t i f y the t r i p s as 

s c i e n t i f i c e x p e d i t i o n s . O n e c o u l d " p l a y " if the o u t c o m e w e r e 

s e r i o u s and h i g h m i n d e d n o t to m e n t i o n " s t r e n u o u s " e n o u g h . 

In l i g h t of t h i s , R o o s e v e l t ' s " b u l l y " e n t h u s i a s m for 

T h e B o y s ' P a p e r and h i s i n v i t a t i o n to V i n c e n t to j o i n t h e 

O y s t e r Bay c i r c l e of " R o o s e v e l t k i d s " b e c o m e s c l e a r e r . 

V i n c e n t , t h e boy e d i t o r , r e p r e s e n t e d the p r o p e r o u t c o m e of 

" p l a y . " T h e p a p e r w a s t a k e n s e r i o u s l y b e c a u s e V i n c e n t took 

it so s e r i o u s l y . It w a s a p e r f e c t e x a m p l e of e n t e r p r i s e 

t h a t had as i t s end n e i t h e r v e n a l i t y nor p l e a s u r e a l o n e . 

R a t h e r , T h e B o y s ' P a p e r p r o d u c t i v e l y c o m b i n e d a b o y ' s l e i s u r e 

t i m e and h i s T r u e E d u c a t i o n in a w a y t h a t r e i n f o r c e d all 

the v i r t u e s o p e r a b l e in t h e R o o s e v e l t - A l g e r e t h o s . O n e is 

i m m e d i a t e l y r e m i n d e d of the kid c o m p u t e r " h a c k e r s " of the 

1 9 8 0 ' s w h o p r e c o c i o u s l y s e i z e d the c u r r e n t t e c h n o l o g y of 

t h e i r t i m e and a p p l i e d it to e n d s b e y o n d p l a y . T h a t T h e 

B o y s ' P a p e r w a s g r o w i n g b e y o n d the b o u n d a r i e s of a d o l e s c e n c e , 

can be o b s e r v e d in R o b e r t V i n c e n t ' s p l a n s d u r i n g the l a s t 

m o n t h s of 1 9 1 1 to c h a n g e the e n t i r e f o r m a t of t h e p u b l i c a t i o n 

i n t o a p o l i t i c a l q u a r t e r l y for b o y s . W h e t h e r R o o s e v e l t had 



i n t e n d e d it or n o t , V i n c e n t ' s v i s i t to O y s t e r Bay had w r o u g h t 

s i g n i f i c a n t c h a n g e s in t h e b o y . V i n c e n t w a s now i n t e r e s t e d 

in p o l i t i c s , and T h e B o y s ' P a p e r w o u l d p l a y its own s m a l l 

p a r t in t h e h e c t i c p r e s i d e n t i a l r a c e of 1 9 1 2 . 

W h i l e V i n c e n t r e p o r t e d t h a t n o t h i n g of a p o l i t i c a l n a t u r e 

w a s d i s c u s s e d d u r i n g h i s v i s i t , it w a s an o p e n s e c r e t t h a t 

R o o s e v e l t w a s d i s s a t i s f i e d w i t h t h e p e r f o r m a n c e of h i s suc-

c e s s o r , p r e s i d e n t W i l l i a m H o w a r d T a f t . V i n c e n t n o t e d t h a t 

if T . R . c h o s e to r u n a g a i n , a l l h i s " f r i e n d s and s u b s c r i b e r s 
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and T h e B o y s ' P a p e r i t s e l f w o u l d be t h e r e to h e l p h i m . " 

V i n c e n t ' s r a t i o n a l e for s h i f t i n g t h e f o r m a t of T h e B o y s ' 

P a p e r to a p o l i t i c a l q u a r t e r l y is t y p i c a l l y p r a g m a t i c . He 

c o m m e n t e d : 

I f e l t t h a t t h e a g e g r o u p of our r e a d e r s , s h o u l d 
t h e y w i s h to r e a d f i c t i o n , p o e t r y or s p o r t s , had 
o t h e r m a g a z i n e s to c h o o s e f r o m , l i k e T h e Y o u t h ' s 
C o m p a n i o n , S t . N i c h o l a s , B o y ' s L i f e , T h e A m e r i c a n 
B o y , . . . b u t t h e r e e x i s t e d no p u b l i c a t i o n . . 
. e s p e c i a l l y for t h e m w h i c h cj^alt e x c l u s i v e l y w i t h 
c i v i c and p o l i t i c a l m a t t e r s . 

F u r t h e r he n o t e d , " i t w o u l d g i v e me an o p p o r t u n i t y to m e e t 

m a n y of t h e l e a d i n g p u b l i c f i g u r e s and m a y b e g e t t h e m to 
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e x p o u n d t h e i r i d e a s in w r i t i n g . " V i n c e n t w a n t e d to be 

at the c e n t e r of t h i n g s , and - in 1 9 1 2 - t h a t w a s p r o g r e s s i v e 

p o l i t i c s . 

T h e 1 9 1 1 - 1 2 s c h o o l y e a r b r o u g h t c h a n g e s for V i n c e n t 

and h i s f a m i l y . A f t e r h i s d e s u l t o r y p e r i o d at P . S . 4 0 , 

V i n c e n t ' s e d u c a t i o n b e g a n to i m p r o v e w h e n he and h i s b r o t h e r 

T o m m y r e c e i v e d s c h o l a r s h i p s to E t h i c a l C u l t u r e H i g h S c h o o l 



on C e n t r a l Park W e s t . S p o n s o r e d by T h e E t h i c a l C u l t u r e 

S o c i e t y , t h e s c h o o l e m p l o y e d g o o d t e a c h e r s l i k e D r . M o s k o w i t z , 

h u s b a n d of t h e w e l l - k n o w n B e l l e M o s k o w i t z w h o w a s l a t e r the 

p e r s o n a l a d v i s o r to G o v e r n o r A l f r e d E . S m i t h . V i n c e n t ' s 

f a m i l y m o v e d f r o m h i s " b e l o v e d old n e i g h b o r h o o d a r o u n d 

S t u y v e s a n t S q u a r e to a s e v e n r o o m a p a r t m e n t in W a s h i n g t o n 

H e i g h t s , at 1 5 3 r d S t r e e t . " ̂  W i t h the i n c r e a s i n g a m o u n t 

of s c h o o l w o r k a n d t h e t r i p u p t o w n , V i n c e n t f o u n d it m o r e 

d i f f i c u l t to c o n t i n u e T h e B o y s ' P a p e r . H o w e v e r , the s w i t c h 

to q u a r t e r l y p u b l i c a t i o n and s o m e w e l l - t i m e d e n c o u r a g e m e n t 

by M r . N a t h a n S t r a u s , S r . s u s t a i n e d V i n c e n t ' s e f f o r t s . M e e t -

ing t h e b e a r d e d h e a d of R . H . M a c y ' s D e p a r t m e n t S t o r e , t h r o u g h 

h i s son N a t h a n J r . , V i n c e n t f o u n d t h a t t h e e l d e r S t r a u s " w a s 

i n t e r e s t e d in the E t h n i c a l C u l t u r e S o c i e t y " a n d l i k e d h i s 

m a g a z i n e . F o r t h e r e s t of the y e a r , T h e B o y s ' P a p e r c a r r i e d 

a h a l f p a g e M a c y " a d . " 

T h e o f f i c i a l a n n o u n c e m e n t on F e b r u a r y 2 4 , 1 9 1 2 of 

T h e o d o r e R o o s e v e l t to run f o r a t h i r d t e r m as p r e s i d e n t 

a g a i n s t t h e i n c u m b a n t R e p u b l i c a n p r e s i d e n t s i g n a l l e d an up-

s w i n g in the p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t i e s of V i n c e n t a n d T h e B o y s ' 

P a p e r . T h e m a g a z i n e m a d e no p r e t e n s e of o b j e c t i v i t y in its 

s u p p o r t of the e x - p r e s i d e n t . V i n c e n t and h i s f r i e n d s " f o r m e d 
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an o r g a n i z a t i o n of a b o u t s i x t y f u t u r e v o t e r s " c a l l e d T h e 

B o y s ' P r o g r e s s i v e L e a g u e . T h e L e a g u e m e t at v a r i o u s New 

Y o r k h o t e l s and d i s c u s s e d w a y s in w h i c h t h e b o y s c o u l d h e l p 

in t h e R o o s e v e l t c a m p a i g n . 



C o r r e s p o n d e n c e to V i n c e n t d u r i n g t h e s p r i n g and e a r l y 

s u m m e r of 1 9 1 2 s u p p o r t s h i s m e m o i r s in d e p i c t i n g t h e i n v o l v e -

m e n t of T h e B o y s ' P a p e r in t h e p r o g r e s s i v e c a m p a i g n . On 

A p r i l 2 5 , W i l l i a m P r e n d e r g a s t - c o m p t r o l l e r of t h e C i t y of 

New Y o r k - s e n t a s t a t e m e n t of h i s v i e w s on " t h e R e p u b l i c a n 
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n o m i n a t i o n w h i c h I p r o m i s e d for y o u r p a p e r . " On May 3 , 

H a m i l t o n W r i g h t M a b i e r e f u s e d V i n c e n t ' s r e q u e s t f o r a pro-

R o o s e v e l t s t a t e m e n t on t h e g r o u n d s t h a t h i s " p e r s o n a l r e l a -

t i o n s to M r . R o o s e v e l t a r e so c l o s e t h a t . . . I h a v e r e f u s e d 
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to say a n y t h i n g w h a t e v e r on t h e s i t u a t i o n . " P e r s i s t e n t , 

V i n c e n t w r o t e a g a i n and r e c e i v e d a r e p l y on May 10 f r o m 

M a b i e ' s s e c r e t a r y s t a t i n g t h a t " i t w o u l d be u s e l e s s to ask 

M r . M a b i e a g a i n . . . b e c a u s e , e v e n t h o u g h he w a n t s to o b l i g e 

y o u , it w o u l d be g o i n g a g a i n s t h i s c o n v i c t i o n of w h a t is 
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r i g h t and b e s t in t h i s m a t t e r . . . " 

•n J u n e 2 6 t h , a l e n g t h y l e t t e r a r r i v e d f r o m W i l l i a m 

P r e n d e r g a s t e n c o u r a g i n g V i n c e n t ' s e f f o r t s " t o a r o u s e t h e 
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i n t e r e s t of o t h e r b o y s in p o l i t i c a l q u e s t i o n s . . . ." 

T h e t e x t i n c l u d e d a p r o p h e t i c c h a r g e to g e t g i r l s as w e l l 

as b o y s i n v o l v e d in p o l i t i c s . T h e l e t t e r a l s o e m p l o y e d t h e 

" s q u a r e d e a l " d i c t i o n and i d e a l i s t i c r h e t o r i c so g e r m a i n e 

to R o o s e v e l t ' s p o l i t i c a l e t h i c . P r e n d e r g a s t w r o t e : 

W h e n I saw you t o d a y you t o l d me t h a t you w e r e 
a boy p r o g r e s s i v e . I k n e w t h a t you m e a n t t h a t 
you and b o y s l i k e you b e l i e v e in t h e A m e r i c a n i d e a , 
w h i c h is a s q u a r e d e a l for e v e r y b o d y . We a r e at 
t h e b e g i n n i n g of a l o n g , h a r d f i g h t to o b t a i n jus-
t i c e f o r e v e r y A m e r i c a n c i t i z e n . T h i s f i g h t c a n n o t 
be f i n i s h e d in w e e k s or m o n t h s b u t w i l l l a s t f o r 
m a n y y e a r s . B e f o r e it is f i n i s h e d you and t h e 
o t h e r b o y s w i l l be c a l l e d on as m e n to do y o u r 



p a r t in t h e f i n a l e s t a b l i s h m e n t of t h o s e i d e a s 
for w h i c h C o l o n e l R o o s e v e l t and the r e s t of us 
a r e f i g h t i n g n o w . T h e r e is o n l y one w a y for an 
A m e r i c a n c i t i z e n to s t r i k e , and t h a t is t h r o u g h 
t h e b a l l o t . By the t i m e t h a t you a r e v o t i n g I 
e x p e c t t h a t t h e w o m e n as w e l l as t h e m e n w i l l be 
v o t i n g on t h e q u e s t i o n s w h i c h h a v e to be d e c i d e d . 
May I s u g g e s t t h a t you and y o u r h e l p e r s on t h e 
B o y s ' P a p e j ^ t r y to i n t e r e s t t h e g i r l s in t h e s e 
q u e s t i o n s . 

O t h e r l e t t e r s a r r i v e d f r o m R . H . T i t h e r i n g t o n of M u n s e y ' s 

e n c l o s i n g an a d d r e s s f r o m F r a n k M u n s e y w i t h a s u g g e s t i o n 

to c i t e " t h e p a s s a g e . . . m a r k e d n e a r t h e end of t h e a d d r e s s 

w h e r e he g i v e s a b r i e f s k e t c h of M r . R o o s e v e l t . " ^ A t t o r n e y 

P h i l i p J . M c C o o k r e s p o n d e d to a l e t t e r f r o m V i n c e n t i n v i t i n g 

m e m b e r s of T h e B o y s ' P r o g r e s s i v e L e a g u e to j o i n " a s y o u r 

m e m b e r s r e a c h an e l i g i b l e a g e " t h e New Y o r k Y o u n g R e p u b l i c a n 
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C l u b " w h o s e d u e s a r e n o t e x c e s s i v e b e i n g o n l y $2 a y e a r . " 

B u s i n e s s c o n t i n u e d , h o w e v e r , as U i n c e n t r e c e i v e d a dun l e t t e r 

f r o m t h e J a m e s L . UJalsh C o m p a n y for p a y m e n t of an o v e r d u e 

p r i n t i n g b i l l . J o s e p h M . C i c a t o , t h e s e c r e t a r y , t h r e a t e n e d 

to " p a y a v i s i t to ( V i n c e n t ' s ) p a r e n t s w h o m I am s u r e w o u l d 

n o t t o l e r a t e any s u c h n o n s e n s e . 

It w a s d u r i n g t h e s u m m e r of 1 9 1 2 t h a t m e m b e r s of T h e 

B o y s ' P r o g r e s s i v e L e a g u e r e q u e s t e d V i n c e n t to c a p i t a l i z e 

on h i s f r i e n d s h i p w i t h R o o s e v e l t by i n v i t i n g him to s p e a k 

to the g r o u p at T h e H o t e l M a n h a t t a n . It w a s a r e q u e s t t h a t 

w a s i m p o s s i b l e to f u l f i l l d u r i n g t h a t h e c t i c " B u l l M o o s e " 

c a m p a i g n , b u t - as V i n c e n t w r o t e - " i t w a s a s o r t of c h a l -

l e n g e . . . n e v e r t h e l e s s I d e c i d e d to try to u p h o l d my r e p u t a -

t i o n . " ^ S u b s e q u e n t l y , V i n c e n t and a d e l e g a t i o n of f o u r 



b o y s set o u t for O y s t e r B a y in a m o d e l T F o r d . W i t h t h e m , 

t h e y took an E d i s o n c y l i n d e r r e c o r d i n g m a c h i n e t h a t V i n c e n t 

had o b t a i n e d f r o m h i s f r i e n d C h a r l e s E d i s o n . As V i n c e n t 

w r o t e , t h e y c a m e p r e p a r e d ; it w a s t h e i r g o a l to g e t R o o s e v e l t 

to a d d r e s s t h e c l u b " e i t h e r in p e r s o n or t h r o u g h a r e c o r d -

i n g . " 

At t h e O y s t e r Bay I n n , t h e b o y s e n l i s t e d t h e aid of 

t h e c o r p s of n e w s p a p e r m e n s t a t i o n e d t h e r e to c o v e r R o o s e v e l t . 

V i n c e n t r e c a l l e d : 

M r . I s s a c F . M a r c o s s o n of t h e New Y o r k W o r l d and 
t h e S a t u r d a y E v e n i n g P o s t said t h a t he w o u l d k e e p 
us i n f o r m e d as s o o n as F r a n k H a r p e r ( T . R . ' s s e c r e -
t a r y ) l e f t S a g a m o r e H i l ^ g S O t h a t t h e r e w o u l d be 
no o b s t a c l e in t h e w a y . 

W a i t i n g at t h e inn u n t i l t h e r i g h t m o m e n t , t h e b o y s d r o v e 

to the R o o s e v e l t h o m e and a s k e d t h e b u t l e r if t h e y c o u l d 

s e e R o o s e v e l t . A f t e r r e f u s i n g t h e i r i n v i t a t i o n to a d d r e s s 

t h e c l u b b e c a u s e of a p r e v i o u s e n g a g e m e n t , R o o s e v e l t a g r e e d 

to g i v e an i m p r o m p t u t a l k i n t o t h e E d i s o n m a c h i n e . T h e re-

c o r d i n g p r o v e d to be t h e b e s t and m o s t n a t u r a l r e p r o d u c t i o n 

of T h e o d o r e R o o s e v e l t ' s v o i c e e v e r m a d e and w a s h e a r d " a m i d s t 

m u c h c h e e r i n g at t h e c l u b ' s m e e t i n g " l a t e r at t h e H o t e l flan-
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h a t t a n . T h e s p e e c h e c h o e d t h e f a m i l i a r p r i n c i p l e s of t h e 

P r o g r e s s i v e p e r s u a s i o n , " f a i r p l a y and a s q u a r e d e a l for 

e v e r y m a n and e v e r y w o m a n in t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . " Its c o n c l u -

s i o n , h o w e v e r , w a s t h o u g h t f u l l y a i m e d at t h e b o y s w h o w o u l d 

h e a r the s p e e c h . I t s d i c t i o n and s e n t i m e n t is p u r e R o o s e v e l t : 

I w i s h to see y o u b o y s j o i n t h e P r o g r e s s i v e 
P a r t y and a c t in t h a t p a r t y and as g o o d c i t i z e n s , 



in t h e s a m e w a y I'd e x p e c t one of you to a c t in 
a f o o t b a l l g a m e . In o t h e r w o r d s , d o n ' t i ^ i n c h , 
d o n ' t f o u l , and . . . h i t t h e l i n e h a r d ! 

R o b e r t V i n c e n t ' s r e p u t a t i o n w i t h T h e B o y s ' P r o g r e s s i v e 

L e a g u e w a s u p h e l d , b u t m o r e s i g n i f i c a n t l y , he had r e g i s t e r e d 

an a c c o m p l i s h m e n t w h i c h w o u l d e a r n him f a m e . T h e R o o s e v e l t 

r e c o r d i n g b e c a m e t h e c o r n e r s t o n e in h i s l i f e l o n g c a r e e r as 

a s o u n d e n g i n e e r a n d , l a t e r , as a v o i c e a r c h i v i s t . T h e E d i s o n 

R e c o r d i n g D i v i s i o n n o t o n l y p l a t e d t h e w a x c y l i n d e r so t h a t 

it c o u l d be p e r m a n e n t l y p r e s e r v e d , b u t it p r e s e n t e d V i n c e n t 

w i t h t h e a c t u a l m a c h i n e on w h i c h t h e r e c o r d i n g w a s m a d e . 

As he w r o t e , " i t w a s t h i s r e c o r d i n g . . . w h i c h r e a l l y 

p r o m p t e d me to s t a r t on my m i s s i o n of r e c o r d i n g and c o l l e c t i n g 

t h e s p o k e n w o r d s of m e n and w o m e n i d e n t i f i e d w i t h t h e c o n t e m -
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p o r a r y w o r l d s c e n e . " A l t h o u g h he did n o t k n o w it t h e n , 

V i n c e n t had d i s c o v e r e d h i s t r u e c a l l i n g . S o u n d r e c o r d i n g , 

s t i l l in i t s i n f a n c y , w o u l d be h i s m e t i e r , n o t j o u r n a l i s m . 

Y e t , V i n c e n t and h i s p a p e r s t i l l had m u c h to a c c o m p l i s h 

as t h e 1 9 1 2 p r e s i d e n t i a l c a m p a i g n b e c a m e m o r e i n t e n s e . In 

F e b r u a r y , R o o s e v e l t had a n n o u n c e d h i s i n t e n t i o n to r u n a g a i n s t 

T a f t . L a t e r t h a t s p r i n g , R o o s e v e l t a n n o u n c e d h i s i n t e n t i o n 

to m a k e an u n p r e c e d e n t e d p e r s o n a l a p p e a r a n c e at t h e R e p u b l i c a n 

c o n v e n t i o n in C h i c a g o . On J u n e 1 8 t h t h e R e p u b l i c a n N a t i o n a l 

C o n v e n t i o n m e t and on t h e 2 2 n d n o m i n a t e d P r e s i d e n t T a f t and 

V i c e - P r e s i d e n t S h e r m a n for a s e c o n d t e r m . L a t e r t h a t d a y , 

R o o s e v e l t f o l l o w e r s m e t and i n v i t e d R o o s e v e l t to h e a d a t h i r d 

p a r t y d e c l a r i n g t h a t t h e n o m i n a t i o n of T a f t had b e e n 



a c c o m p l i s h e d by f r a u d . O n J u n e 2 3 r d a c o m m i t t e e to lead 
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t h e t h i r d p a r t y e f f o r t in t h e f a l l e l e c t i o n w a s a p p o i n t e d . 

P r o g r e s s i v e p a r t y h e a d q u a r t e r s w a s o p e n e d in New Y o r k . 

R o o s e v e l t ' s r e m a r k in r e p l y to a n e w s p a p e r m a n t h a t he f e l t 

" l i k e a b u l l m o o s e " g a v e t h e new p a r t y its n i c k n a m e . D u r i n g 

t h e f i r s t w e e k of A u g u s t , t h e P r o g r e s s i v e P a r t y C o n v e n t i o n 

in C h i c a g o n o m i n a t e d R o o s e v e l t and H i r a m li). J o h n s o n of 
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C a l i f o r n i a as its p r e s i d e n t i a l t i c k e t . 

T h e f a l l 1 9 1 2 e l e c t i o n n u m b e r of T h e B o y s ' P a p e r p r o v e d 

to be t h e l a r g e s t to t h a t d a t e . S i x t e e n p a g e s l o n g w i t h 

a red c o v e r e m b l a z o n e d w i t h a p o r t r a i t of " o u r n e x t p r e s i d e n t " 

T h e o d o r e R o o s e v e l t , t h e i s s u e w a s p a r t l y u n d e r w r i t t e n by 

G e o r g e W . P e r k i n s and h i s a s s o c i a t e s w h o w e r e t h e f i n a n c i a l 

a n g e l s of t h e P r o g r e s s i v e P a r t y . As a r e s u l t , c i r c u l a t i o n 

j u m p e d to two t h o u s a n d c o p i e s , and P r o g r e s s i v e P a r t y a d v e r -

t i s i n g c o p y w a s c a r r i e d to h e l p d e f r a y c o s t s . lilith t h i s 

i s s u e of h i s m a g a z i n e , R o b e r t V i n c e n t had " b e c o m e a s o l d i e r 

t o d a y in t h e b a t t l e for h u m a n r i g h t s " as t h e b a c k c o v e r ex-

h o r t e d . T h e B o y s ' P a p e r w a s now an o f f i c i a l o r g a n of t h e 

B u l l M o o s e c a m p a i g n . 

A c o m p l e t e c o p y of t h e 1 9 1 2 e l e c t i o n n u m b e r r e m a i n s 

to d o c u m e n t V i n c e n t ' s p o l i t i c a l c o n n e c t i o n s . It c o n t a i n s 

W i l l i a m P r e n d e r g a s t ' s l e t t e r and h i s a r t i c l e e n t i t l e d " T h e 

P r o g r e s s i v e P a r t y " w h i c h o u t l i n e s t h e r e a s o n s f o r t h e p a r t y ' s 

s p l i t w i t h t h e R e p u b l i c a n s a f t e r t h e C h i c a g o c o n v e n t i o n . 

O l i v e r and P h i l i p J . R o o s e v e l t (two of t h e R o o s e v e l t 

c o u s i n s t h a t V i n c e n t had m e t at S a g a m o r e H i l l ) c o n t r i b u t e d 



a r t i c l e s . O l i v e r ' s is a s t a n d a r d e d i t o r i a l p i e c e c a l l e d 

" L o o k i n g A h e a d " . P h i l i p ' s s t o r y , h o w e v e r , is an i n t e r e s t i n g 

a c c o u n t of t h e c o m i n g of d i r e c t p r i m a r i e s to G u n n i s o n , 

C o l o r a d o . Its v i l l a i n is a c r o o k e d p o l i t i c i a n n a m e d Tom 

O ' K e e f e w i t h the " g r e a t , s o r d i d m o n e y i n t e r e s t s " b e h i n d h i m . 

T h e h e r o is one Si L a w s o n w h o , l i k e T . R . , f i g h t s the e s t a b -

l i s h e d m a c h i n e as a f i g h t i n g i n d e p e n d e n t . L a w s o n ' s e l e c t i o n 

to town c l e r k b r i n g s h o m e the p r o g r e s s i v e a n a l o g y t h a t 

" n a t i o n a l p o l i t i c s a r e b u t m u n i c i p a l p o l i t i c s on a l a r g e r 

s c a l e . 

T h e i s s u e a l s o i n c l u d e d an a t t r a c t i v e f a n t a s y p i e c e 

by V i n c e n t ' s m o t h e r , L i s a T a r l a u . S e t in t h e f a m i l y n u r s e r y , 

" P o l i t i c s in the N u r s e r y " c e n t e r s a r o u n d a f a m i l y d i s c u s s i o n 

of the u p c o m i n g e l e c t i o n . E a c h b o y , o b v i o u s l y V i n c e n t ' s 

h a l f - b r o t h e r s , g i v e s h i s y o u t h f u l o p i n i o n of w h y he w a n t s 

to be l i k e T . R . w h e n he g r o w s u p . T o m , t h e e l d e s t , a d m i r e s 

t h e C o l o n e l " b e c a u s e he is so c l e v e r , and b e c a u s e he k n o w s 

a l l t h i n g s , and a l l l a w s , a n d k n o w s w h i c h a r e t h e b e s t l a w s 

f o r us . . . and b e c a u s e my t e a c h e r said he is a t r u e A m e r i c a n 

and l o v e s h i s c o u n t r y . " T e d d y , "A g r a c e l e s s l i t t l e s i n n e r , 

w i t h s c o w l i n g b r o w s and f l a s h i n g e y e s " s p e a k s n e x t . He al-

l u d e s to R o o s e v e l t ' s r e c e n t r e c o v e r y f r o m an O c t o b e r a s s a s s i -

n a t i o n a t t e m p t in M i l w a u k e e : 

" B e c a u s e R o o s e v e l t is f - f - f i n e , " he s a y s , " a n d be-
c a u s e he is a h e r o . And b e c a u s e he w - w - w a s s h o t , 
and he d i d n ' t c a r e a b i t and l a u g h e d , and b e c a u s e 
he s h o t t i g e r s in A f r i c a , and b e c a u s e he is s t r o n g e r 
t h a n t h e G i a n t s and t h e Red Sox t o g e t h e r . " 



T h e y o u n g e s t , M i l t o n - b o r n in 1 9 1 0 is d e s c r i b e d as " d r e a m y 

and f u l l of s l e e p . . . h i s l i t t l e h a n d c u d d l i n g i n t o h i s 

m o t h e r ' s p r o t e c t i n g f i n g e r s . " He s a y s , " w a n t to be R o o s e v e l t 

. . . R o o s e v e l t is d o o d - v e r y , v e r y d o o d . " 

C o n c l u d i n g on a s t r o n g n o t e of m a t e r n a l p a t r i o t i s m , 

" P o l i t i c s in t h e N u r s e r y " e c h o e s t h e p o w e r f u l a p p e a l of 

T h e o d o r e R o o s e v e l t , t h e p o p u l a r h e r o . It s t a t e s : 

M o t h e r ' s e y e s a r e f u l l w i t h t e a r s . " Y e s , " s h e 
s a y s , R o o s e v e l t is g o o d , and he is c l e v e r , and 
he is a h e r o . Y o u a r e a l l r i g h t my b o y s . M a y 
God b l e s s h i m and b l e s s u s , and m a k e you a l l m e n 
l i k e h i m . M o r e , n o t e v e n a m o t h e r , c o u l d w i s h 
for y o u . " 

And t h e n t h e s u p p e r g o n g J ^ n g and t h e P o l t i i c s 
in t h e N u r s e r y c a m e to an e n d . 

F i n a l l y , t h e e l e c t i o n n u m b e r e n d s w i t h a s e n t i m e n t a l 

a p p e a l for T h e P e o p l e ' s D o l l a r C a m p a i g n by M a u d H o w e E l l i o t t , 

t h e d a u g h t e r of J u l i a W a r d H o w e . S h e o f f e r s ten d o l l a r s 

in g o l d " a l l t h a t is l e f t of a p r e s e n t of g o l d p i e c e s g i v e n 

to" M r s . H o w e "on one of h e r l a s t b i r t h d a y s . " On a f a c i n g 

p a g e , t h e r e a r e p r i n t e d d o n a t i o n c e r t i f i c a t e s to t h e c a m p a i g n . 

O t h e r a d v e r t i s e m e n t s f o r c o n t r i b u t i o n s o f f e r " f a c s i m i l e 

s i g n a t u r e s and p h o t o g r a p h s " of R o o s e v e l t and h i s r u n n i n g 

m a t e and b r o n z e B u l l M o o s e " F o u n d e r ' s B u t t o n s . 

W h i l e t h e e l e c t i o n n u m b e r of T h e B o y s ' P a p e r is c l e a r l y 

an e n t h u s i a s t i c a n t h o l o g y of B u l l M o o s e p r o p a g a n d a , V i n c e n t 

in h i s m e m o i r s d e c l a r e d t h e p u b l i c a t i o n " h a d a b r o a d e r p u r p o s e 

t h a n j u s t w h o o p i n g it up f o r T e d d y R o o s e v e l t and t h e B u l l 
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M o o s e c a n d i d a t e s . " V i n c e n t c l a i m e d to h a v e m a i n t a i n e d 

a w i d e r i n t e r e s t t h a n p a r t i s a n p o l i t i c s : 



We c o m m e n d e d p r o g r e s s i v e D e m o c r a t s , R e p u b l i c a n s 
and I n d e p e n d e n t s as w e l l as B u l l M o o s e r s and h o p e d 
to d e f e a t t h e r e a c t i o n a r i e s and t h e old t i m e p o l i -
t i c a l m a c h i n e s and p a r t y b o s s e s , f e e l i n g t h a t it 
w a s a f e a t u r e of g o o d c i t i z e n s h i p to t a k e an in-
t e r e s t in t h e g r e a t q u g g t i o n s t h a t c o n c e r n t h e 
w e l f a r e of t h e p e o p l e . 

T h e d e f e a t of T h e o d o r e R o o s e v e l t at t h e p o l l s on N o v e m b e r 

6 did not d i m V i n c e n t ' s p o l i t i c a l i n t e r e s t d e s p i t e l o s i n g 

an o p p o r t u n i t y to b e c o m e a p a g e in t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s S e n a t e . 

V i n c e n t had b e e n p r o m i s e d s u c h a p o s t by o n e of t h e P r o g r e s -

s i v e l e a d e r s . On e l e c t i o n n i g h t V i n c e n t and h i s p a r e n t s 

a t t e n d e d t h e " v i c t o r y p a r t y " at t h e H o t e l M a n h a t t a n w h e r e 

t h e b o y r e c a l l e d s e e i n g J a c o b R i i s , H a m i l t o n F i s h , t h e 

R o o s e v e l t c o u s i n s , and A l i c e R o o s e v e l t L o n g w o r t h , and s e v e r a l 

of h i s f r i e n d s f r o m t h e p u b l i s h i n g f i e l d l i k e F r a n k flunsey 

and S . S . M c C l u r e . 

A f t e r t h e 1 9 1 2 e l e c t i o n , V i n c e n t had two m o r e e n c o u n t e r s 

w i t h T h e o d o r e R o o s e v e l t w h i c h t u r n e d o u t to be l e s s g l a m o r o u s 

t h a n p r e v i o u s m e e t i n g s . In J u n e , 1 9 1 3 , C o l o n e l R o o s e v e l t 

w a s s c h e d u l e d to s p e a k at T h e O u t l o o k o f f i c e s a b o u t t h e t h e n 

c o n t r o v e r s i a l D i r e c t P r i m a r y b i l l . V i n c e n t had r e c e n t l y 

h e a r d a n o t h e r R o o s e v e l t c o u s i n , F r a n k l i n D . - t h e n an 

A s s i s t a n t S e c r e t a r y of t h e N a v y , d e l i v e r a s p e e c h in f a v o r 

of t h e b i l l . He w a n t e d to g e t a s t a t e m e n t f r o m t h e C o l o n e l 

a b o u t t h e b i l l f o r T h e B o y s ' P a p e r . S t r i d i n g i n t o t h e g r o u p 

of r e p o r t e r s at T h e O u t l o o k , R o o s e v e l t d i r e c t l y c o n f r o n t e d 

V i n c e n t w h o w a s s i t t i n g a m o n g t h e m . V i n c e n t r e c a l l e d t h e 

i n c i d e n t in h i s m e m o i r s : 



" W h y a r e n ' t you in s c h o o l ? " he t h u n d e r e d 
. . . " I ' v e had a l e t t e r f r o m y o u r t e a c h e r . . 
. Y o u ' l l n e v e r be a g o o d B u l l Clooser if you d o n ' t 
s t u d y . " 

" B u t . . . b u t C o l o n e l R o o s e v e l t , " I s t a m m e r e d , 
"I k n o w w h y M r . F r i e d r i c h w r o t e y o u . He t o l d m e 
t h a t I had t h e R o o s e v e l t bug in my s y s t e m and s i n c e 
he w a s a s t r o n g T a f t m a n he r e s e n t e d t h e aid whigtj 
I t r i e d to g i v e y o u r c a m p a i g n l a s t f a l l . . . ." 

V i n c e n t r e p o r t e d t h a t R o o s e v e l t t h e n r e q u e s t e d a l e t t e r f r o m 

h i s m o t h e r i n d i c a t i n g t h a t t h e b o y ' s s c h o o l w o r k w a s s a t i s -

f a c t o r y . H u r r y i n g d i r e c t l y to t h e B u t t e r i c k P u b l i s h i n g 

C o m p a n y on S p r i n g S t r e e t , V i n c e n t o b t a i n e d t h e l e t t e r f r o m 

h i s m o t h e r w h o w r o t e to t h e e f f e c t t h a t V i n c e n t w a s "an a l e r t 

and e a g e r b o y and t h a t she w a s c o m p l e t e l y s a t i s f i e d w i t h 

( h i s ) w o r k in and o u t of s c h o o l . " T h e l e t t e r r e t u r n e d V i n c e n t 

to t h e C o l o n e l ' s g o o d g r a c e s . 

In O c t o b e r , R o o s e v e l t w a s m a k i n g p l a n s to e m b a r k on 

o n e l a s t g r e a t a d v e n t u r e , h i s e x p l o r a t i o n t r i p to S o u t h 

A m e r i c a w i t h h i s son K e r m i t . On t h e e v e of h i s d e p a r t u r e 

for B r a z i l , t h e P r o g r e s s i v e N a t i o n a l S e r v i c e g a v e a f a r e w e l l 

d i n n e r for R o o s e v e l t at t h e New Y o r k R o o f G a r d e n . P r e s i d e d 

o v e r by G i f f o r d P i n c h o t , t h e p r o g r a m i n c l u d e d a d d r e s s e s by 

A l b e r t B e v e r i d g e and C o l o n e l R o o s e v e l t and a p r e s e n t a t i o n 

to the C o l o n e l by R o b e r t V i n c e n t f r o m T h e B o y s ' P r o g r e s s i v e 

L e a g u e . T h e b o y s had e a c h c o n t r i b u t e d a d o l l a r for an en-

g r a v e d l o v i n g c u p . V i n c e n t ' s m o t h e r had h e l p e d him to w r i t e 

and m e m o r i z e an a p p r o p r i a t e s p e e c h , b u t t h e r e s u l t s w e r e 

i m p r o m p t u . V i n c e n t r e c a l l e d : 



A f i n e d i n n e r w a s s e r v e d b u t I had v e r y l i t t l e 
a p p e t i t e . . . F i n a l l y , G i f f o r d P i n c h o t c a m e o v e r 
to our t a b l e and s a i d to m e : " A r e you r e a d y , 
R o b e r t ? " 

UJhen I r e a c h e d t h e c e n t e r of t h e s p e a k e r ' s 
t a b l e w i t h t h e l o v i n g c u p in my h a n d s , I c o u l d 
n o t be s e e n by t h e m a n y d i n e r s . " S t a n d on a c h a i r ! " 
s a i d M r . P i n c h o t . B u t even t h a t did n o t h e l p m u c h , 
so I g o t r i g h t up and s t o o d on t h e s p e a k e r ' s t a b l e , 
t u r n i n g t o w a r d C o l o n e l R o o s e v e l t . T h e n it h a p p e n e d ! 
In t h e e x c i t e m e n t of t h e m o m e n t I f o r g o t t h e e n t i r e 
s p e e c h ; not a w o r d c a m e to m e . I t o o k t h e l o v i n g 
cup and h a n d e d it to T . R . , s a y i n g " H e r e you a r e ! " 

Of c o u r s e , t h e C o l o n e l w a s d e e - l i g h t e d , a l l 
s m i l e s ; he s e e m e d a c t u a l l y g l a d to r e c e i v e t h e 
g i f t . " B u l l y ! " h e s a i d , " t h a t s s i m p l y ^ y l l y R o b e r t . 
T h a n k you and t h a n k y o u r c l u b m e m b e r s . " 

L a t e r , V i n c e n t n o t e d , T h e o d o r e P . S h o n t s - o n e of t h e sub-

s c r i b e r ' s to T h e B o y s ' P a p e r t o l d h i m a b o u t t h e s p e e c h , "I 
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saw y o u r l i p s m o v e , b u t I d i d n ' t h e a r a w o r d . " 

1 9 1 3 p r o v e d to be an a c t i v e y e a r for T h e B o y s ' P r o g r e s -

s i v e L e a g u e as w e l l as T h e B o y s ' P a p e r . T h e New Y o r k 

M a y o r a l t y r a c e w a s h e a t i n g up in v i e w of t h e d e c i s i o n of 

M a y o r G a y n o r n o t to s e e k r e - e l e c t i o n . P a r t of t h e R o o s e v e l t 

l e g a c y t h a t V i n c e n t had a b s o r b e d w a s to o p p o s e m a c h i n e p o l i -

t i c s . T h u s , h i s e f f o r t s in b o t h T h e B o y s ' P a p e r and T h e 

B o y s ' P r o g r e s s i v e L e a g u e w a s d i r e c t e d at s u p p o r t i n g c a n d i d a t e s 

w h o w e r e r u n n i n g a g a i n s t t h e New Y o r k T a m m a n y H a l l m a c h i n e . 

In t h e m a y o r a l t y r a c e , t h i s took t h e f o r m of b a c k i n g t h e 

" F u s i o n i s t " , or a n t i - T a m m a n y , t i c k e t . 

As e d i t o r of T h e B o y s ' P a p e r , V i n c e n t s o u g h t to i n t e r v i e w 

all of t h e c a n d i d a t e s for m a y o r . As an i n f l u e n t i a l m e m b e r 

of T h e B o y s ' P r o g r e s s i v e L e a g u e , he w a s in a p o s i t i o n to 



s w a y o p i n i o n in t h e u p c o m i n g l e a g u e m o c k e l e c t i o n . V i n c e n t 

d e s c r i b e d t h e p r o g r e s s i v e c a n d i d a t e s he i n t e r v i e w e d in h i s 

m e m o i r s : 

T h e r e w a s y o u n g , h a n d s o m e J o h n P u r r o y M i t c h e l , 
an I n d e p e n d e n t D e m o c r a t . . . w h o m P r e s i d e n t W i l s o n 
had j u s t a p p o i n t e d C o l l e c t o r of t h e P o r t of New 
Y o r k . T h e n , t h e r e w a s C o m p t r o l l e r W i l l i a m 
P r e n d e r g a s t . . . C h a r l e s W h i t m a n , t h e D i s t r i c t 
A t t o r n e y of New Y o r k C o u n t y w h o had m a d e a r e p u t a -
t i o n for p r o s e c u t i n g P o l i c e L i e u t e n a n t C h a r l e s 
B e c k e r for t h e m u r d e r of g a m b l e r C h a r l e s R o s e n t h a l . 
A l s o a p o s s i b l e c a n d i d a t e w a s G e o r g e Mc A n e n y , ,-q 
P r e s i d e n t of t h e B o r o u g h of M a n h a t t a n . . . . 

C o n v i n c e d t h a t M c A n e n y w a s t h e s u p e r i o r c a n d i d a t e , V i n c e n t 

s t r o n g l y s u p p o r t e d h i m at t h e m o c k c o n v e n t i o n . T h i s w a s 

r e p o r t e d in a n e w s i t e m h e a d l i n e d " M ' A n e n y is B o o m e d By B o y 
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P r o g r e s s i v e s . " T h e s t o r y i n d i c a t e d t h a t t h e M a n h a t t a n 

b o r o u g h c h i e f w o n o v e r C h a r l e s S . W h i t m a n by a " s l i g h t l y 

h i g h e r v o t e . " 

V i n c e n t r e p o r t e d t h a t on J u l y 3 1 s t , a f t e r m a n y b a l l o t s , 

the e x e c u t i v e c o m m i t t e e of t h e F u s i o n i s t s c h o s e J o h n P u r r o y 

M i t c h e l as t h e i r c a n d i d a t e f o r m a y o r . T h e r e s t of t h e t i c k e t 

i n c l u d e d M c A n e n y , n o m i n a t e d for P r e s i d e n t of t h e B o a r d of 

A l d e r m a n ; P r e n d e r g a s t for C o m p t r o l l e r ; and D i s t r i c t A t t o r n e y 

W h i t m a n to s u c c e e d h i m s e l f . On A u g u s t 2 1 s t , the T a m m a n y 

t i c k e t w a s s e l e c t e d at D e l m o n i c o ' s R e s t a u r a n t . E x - j u d g e 

and P u b l i c S e r v i c e C o m m i s s i o n e r , E d w a r d E . M c C a l l w a s s e l e c t e d 

as t h e i r c h o i c e f o r m a y o r . 

V i n c e n t i m m e d i a t e l y b r o u g h t T h e B o y s ' P a p e r i n t o t h e 

c o n t e s t by s o l i c i t i n g f u n d s and a c t i v e l y h e l p i n g o u t at t h e 

F u s i o n i s t h e a d q u a r t e r s a f t e r s c h o o l . As he r e m e m b e r e d : 



. . . we f o r m e d the " J u n i o r F u s i o n i s t F u n d C o m m i t -
t e e , and I w a s p u t in c h a r g e of i t . I e v e n h a d 
a d e s k at h e a d q u a r t e r s and o c c u p i e d it a s ^ o o n 
as I g o t o u t of c l a s s e s in t h e a f t e r n o o n . 

In a d d i t i o n , V i n c e n t w a s d r a w n to t h e c a u s e of e x - G o v e r n o r 

W i l l i a m S u l z e r . In t h e p r e c e e d i n g m o n t h s , " P l a i n B i l l " as 

he w a s c a l l e d , had run a f o u l of T a m m a n y H a l l w h i c h had h e l p e d 

i m p e a c h the c r u s a d i n g g o v e r n o r o v e r a t r u m p e d up c h a r g e t h a t 

S u l z e r had u s e d c a m p a i g n c o n t r i b u t i o n s to s p e c u l a t e in t h e 

s t o c k m a r k e t . S u l z e r , a r e f o r m i s t D e m o c r a t , had s t r o n g bi-

p a r t i s a n s u p p o r t a m o n g I n d e p e n d e n t s and P r o g r e s s i v e s . He 

w a s r u n n i n g in t h e f a l l e l e c t i o n as a c a n d i d a t e f o r t h e New 

Y o r k S t a t e A s s e m b l y on t h e P r o g r e s s i v e t i c k e t . 

G o v e r n o r S u l z e r ' s s u p p o r t of t h e D i r e c t P r i m a r y B i l l 

in t h e f a c e of s t r o n g o p p o s i t i o n of b o s s C h a r l e s F . M u r p h y 

had a n g e r e d the T a m m a n y m a c h i n e . T o o , he had s t a r t e d an 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n of t h e H i g h w a y and P r i s o n D e p a r t m e n t s , the 

A d j u t a n t G e n e r a l ' s O f f i c e , and o t h e r s t a t e B u r e a u s f i n d i n g 

t h e m s e e t h i n g w i t h g r a f t a n d T a m m a n y p a t r o n a g e . S u l z e r ap-

p o i n t e d J o h n A . H e n n e s y , a New Y o r k n e w s p a p e r m a n , as s t a t e 

e x e c u t i v e a u d i t o r and b e g a n to r e f o r m t h e t a n g l e of c o r r u p -

t i o n . H o w e v e r , T a m m a n y H a l l s t i l l c o n t r o l l e d the S t a t e 

A s s e m b l y and e v e n t u a l l y f o r c e d t h e s u c c e s s f u l i m p r e a c h m e n t 

v o t e w h i c h o u s t e d S u l z e r w h o , i r o n i c a l l y , had the s t r o n g 

s u p p o r t of n o t o n l y the F u s i o n i s t s in New Y o r k C i t y b u t no 

l e s s t h a n t h a t of n e w l y e l e c t e d p r e s i d e n t W o o d r o w W i l s o n , 

a D e m o c r a t . 



T h e i n v o l v e m e n t of T h e B o y s ' P r o g r e s s i v e L e a g u e in 

S u l z e r ' s f i g h t is d o c u m e n t e d by a l e t t e r f r o m A m o s P i n c h o t , 

a New Y o r k l a w y e r and P r o g r e s s i v e l e a d e r . He w r o t e on J u n e 

4 , 1 9 1 3 : 

I c e r t a i n l y h o p e t h a t you w i l l h a v e a r o u s i n g 
m e e t i n g , not o n l y b e c a u s e I am in s y m p a t h y w i t h 
y o u r o r g a n i z a t i o n , . . . b u t b e c a u s e I t h i n k t h a t 
G o v e r n o r S u l z e r ' s c a m p a i g n for d i r e c t p r i m a r i e s 
s h o u l d be s u p p o r t e d in e v e r y w a y . . . . It is 
a h o p e f u l t h i n g to s e e t h e b o y s of t h i s c i t y t a k i n g 
so m u c h i n t e r e s t in t h e figj^t and o r g a n i z i n g in 
o r d e r to c a r r y it t h r o u g h . 

A l s o , l/incent s a v e d a n e w s c l i p p i n g in w h i c h S u l z e r w r o t e 

d i r e c t l y to T h e B o y s ' P r o g r e s s i v e L e a g u e to d e n y t h e T a m m a n y 

c h a r g e s . In t h e l e t t e r , S u l z e r t h a n k s t h e b o y s f o r t h e i r 

s u p p o r t and s t a t e s t h a t w h e n B o s s M u r p h y " f o u n d o u t t h a t 

he c o u l d n o t c o n t r o l me and m a k e me a r u b b e r s t a m p he did 
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e v e r y t h i n g on h i s p o w e r to d e s t r o y me p o l i t i c a l l y . " 

F u r t h e r , the g o v e r n o r s t a t e d : 

T h e g r a f t e r s a r e h o u n d i n g m e . M r . M u r p h y and h i s 
h i r e l i n g s a r e t r a d u c i n g me and a r e t r y i n g in e v e r y 
c o n c e i v a b l e w a y to t h r o w mud at me . . . . M o s t 
of t h e s t u f f M u r p h y and his a g e n t s p u t in the n e w s -
p a p e r s a b o u t me is b a s e l e s s and p u r e f a b r i c a t i o n 
. . . . W i t h t h e aid of ^ e d e c e n t p e o p l e of t h e 
s t a t e I s h a l l go f o r w a r d . 

T h e o v e r w h e l m i n g f o r c e of p u b l i c o p i n i o n in f a v o r of S u l z e r , 

did n o t h e l p him a v o i d i m p e a c h m e n t , b u t it did r e t u r n him 

to o f f i c e in t h e f a l l e l e c t i o n as a s t a t e a s s e m b l y m a n . Of 

t h e i m p e a c h m e n t s c a n d a l , t h e A l b a n y K n i c k e r b o c k e r P r e s s w r o t e 

S u r e l y g o v e r n m e n t by t h e p e o p l e is a s h a m if a 
b a n d of a g e n t s of a p o l i t i c a l B o s s m a y , by t h e 
p a s s a g e of a f r a m e up r e s o l u t i o n , r e m o v e f r o m o f f i c e 
the h i g h e s t E x e c u t i v e O f f i c e r of t h e g r e a t e s t ^ t a t e 
in t h e g r e a t e s t R e p u b l i c of t h e w o r l d . . . . 



As V i n c e n t n o t e d , e v e n T h e o d o r e R o o s e v e l t w r o t e to s u p p o r t 

G o v e r n o r S u l z e r e x p r e s s i n g t h a t " w e h a v e n e v e r s e e n a m o r e 

s t a r t l i n g e x a m p l e of t h e p o w e r of t h e i n v i s i b l e g o v e r n m e n t 

5 7 

u n d e r the p r e s e n t s y s t e m . " 

F o r R o b e r t V i n c e n t , t h e s u m m e r and f a l l of 1 9 1 3 had 

b e e n i n t e n s e and e x c i t i n g . W h e n a s k e d by n e w s p a p e r r e p o r t e r s 

a b o u t t h e l o s s of s u p p o r t of f e l l o w D e m o c r a t D u d l e y F i e l d 

Clalone - C o l l e c t o r of the P o r t of New Y o r k , T a m m a n y c a n d i d a t e 

for M a y o r E d w a r d M c C a l l s a i d : "I c a r e as l i t t l e a b o u t l o s i n g 

M r . M a l o n e ' s s u p p o r t t h a n I do a b o u t the l i t t l e f e l l o w w h o 
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p l a y s at p o l i t i c s , t h e b o y e d i t o r , w h a t is h i s n a m e ? " 

V i n c e n t , " t h e boy e d i t o r , " w a s by now a w e l l - k n o w n m i n o r 

t h o r n in t h e h e e l of T a m m a n y p o l i t i c i a n s . 

V i n c e n t w a s p r e s e n t at t h e l a r g e F u s i o n r a l l y at M a d i s o n 

S q u a r e G a r d e n w h e r e the o r a t o r J o b E . H e d g e s e x c i t e d t h e 

p a r t i s a n a u d i e n c e . V i n c e n t w a s a m o n g t h o s e w h o s h o u t e d : 

M c C a l l ? 
T a m m a n y H a l l ? 
G r a b it a l l 2 
N o t at a l l ? 

E l e c t i o n e v e at F u s i o n h e a d q u a r t e r s w a s s p e n t m o r e j o y o u s l y 

in 1 9 1 3 t h a n had b e e n the c a s e for t h e P r o g r e s s i v e s in 1 9 1 2 . 

As V i n c e n t n o t e d , " . . . t h i s t i m e our s i d e w o n . " J o h n P u r r o y 

M i t c h e l w a s e l e c t e d m a y o r of New Y o r k . 

T h e D e c e m b e r 1 9 t h b a n q u e t of T h e B o y s ' P r o g r e s s i v e L e a g u e 

at H e a l y ' s on the c o r n e r of B r o a d w a y at 1 4 5 t h S t r e e t , w a s 

a r e a l c e l e b r a t i o n . T h e r e w a s , of c o u r s e , t h e C h r i s t m a s 

s e a s o n , b u t a l s o t h e f i r s t a n n i v e r s a r y of t h e f o u n d i n g of 



the c l u b , and the F u s i o n v i c t o r y . T i c k e t s w e r e t h r e e d o l l a r s 

and e n t e r t a i n m e n t i n c l u d e d m u s i c and a t a l k by s o m e old C i v i l 

Liar v e t e r a n s . H o n o r e d g u e s t s i n c l u d e d e x - G o v e r n o r S u l z e r 

who s a i d " s o m e c o m p l i m e n t a r y t h i n g s a b o u t t h e e d i t o r of T h e 

B o y s ' P a p e r . " ^ ^ 

F o r R o b e r t V i n c e n t , h o w e v e r , t h e c e l e b r a t i o n w a s m u t e d 

by t h e f a c t t h a t t h e w i n t e r e d i t i o n of T h e B o y s P a p e r w a s 

to be the l a s t . T h e m a g a z i n e had s u r v i v e d o v e r t h r e e y e a r s 

and w a s n e v e r " i n t h e r e d " f i n a n c i a l l y , y e t t h e e f f o r t to 

s u s t a i n it had t a k e n a t o l l on V i n c e n t ' s s c h o o l w o r k . By 

m u t u a l a g r e e m e n t w i t h h i s p a r e n t s , and at t h e s u g g e s t i o n 

of G r a n d f a t h e r B l o c h w h o had b e e n v i s i t i n g New Y o r k , V i n c e n t 

w o u l d be e n r o l l e d at a p r i v a t e b o a r d i n g s c h o o l in R i v e r d a l e -

o n - t h e - H u d s o n s t a r t i n g w i t h t h e S p r i n g 1 9 1 4 t e r m . G r a n d f a t h e r 

B l o c h , a p p a r e n t l y s a t i s f i e d t h a t the b o y had a c a d e m i c p r o m i s e , 

a g r e e d to f i n a n c e t h e e x p e r i m e n t in h o p e s t h a t V i n c e n t w o u l d 

g r a d u a t e w i t h h o n o r s and p e r h a p s e n t e r a g o o d c o l l e g e . A d d i -

t i o n a l l y , V i n c e n t w o u l d s p e n d t h e s u m m e r m o n t h s at t h e 

s c h o o l ' s s u m m e r c a m p at L a k e S o b a g o , n e a r P o r t l a n d , M a i n e . 

T h i s w a s , u n d o u b t e d l y a b l o w to V i n c e n t . As he s t a t e d in 

h i s m e m o i r s : 

S o m e h o w I f e l t t h a t I had f a i l e d in my r e s p o n s i -
b i l i t i e s as an e d i t o r and p u b l i s h e r and t h a t I 
w a s l e t t i n g d o w n my s u b s c r i b e r s and t h e m a n y f r i e n d s 
I had m a d e , b o t h in the e d i t o r i a l and p o l i t i c a l 
f i e l d . . . . It w a s a l i t t l e sad to g i v e up a 
p r o j e c t w h i c h h a d g j h a l l e n g e d w h a t e v e r i n g e n u i t y 
t h a t I p o s s e s s e d . 



1 9 1 4 w o u l d b r i n g v a s t c h a n g e s n o t o n l y to t h e l i f e of 

R o b e r t V i n c e n t , but it w o u l d a l s o b r i n g t h e w o r l d to w a r . 

T h e end of T h e B o y s ' P a p e r m a r k e d the b e g i n n i n g of a new 

p h a s e of R o b e r t V i n c e n t ' s l i f e . No l o n g e r , the " b o y e d i t o r " 

in s h o r t p a n t s , V i n c e n t w o u l d be d r a w n i n t o the l a r g e r , m o r e 

u n c e r t a i n w o r l d as it e m b a r k e d on w o r l d w a r . P i c t u r e s of 

V i n c e n t t a k e n d u r i n g 1 9 1 4 r e v e a l a y o u n g man and n o t a b o y . 

W i t h h i s c e l l u l o i d c o l l a r and t h r e e p i e c e p i n - s t r i p e d s u i t , 

V i n c e n t at 16 l o o k e d r e s o l v e d and m a n l y . Now o f f i c i a l l y 

cut off f r o m t h e s t a t u s of p r o t e g e to t h e New York p u b l i s h i n g 

c o m m u n i t y and d i v e s t e d of h i s p a p e r and p o l i t i c a l c o n n e c t i o n s , 

V i n c e n t w a s now an a l i e n , an o u t s i d e r at a s t r a n g e new p r e p 

s c h o o l . W o r l d w a r and the p r e s s u r e s to s u c c e e d w o u l d b r i n g 

new c h a l l e n g e s to be m e t . 

In a c c e p t i n g G r a n d f a t h e r B l o c h ' s s p o n s o r s h i p to p r e p 

s c h o o l , R o b e r t V i n c e n t w a s m a k i n g a c h o i c e t h a t s e e m e d l o g i -

c a l . G o o d , f o r m a l s c h o o l i n g w a s a m u s t if he w e r e to b u i l d 

u p o n the p r o m i s i n g f o u n d a t i o n he h a d l a i d t h r o u g h T h e B o y s ' 

P a p e r . Y e t , in g o i n g to R i v e r d a l e , V i n c e n t in a s e n s e w a s 

g o i n g a g a i n s t the g r a i n of h i s i n d i v i d u a l i s m . W h a t a t t r a c t e d 

h i m to R o o s e v e l t and the P r o g r e s s i v e s w a s , in s o m e s e n s e , 

the g l a m o u r and u n i q u e n e s s of b e i n g t h e i d e a l i s t i c o u t s i d e r . 

P r e p s c h o o l w a s a r i s k s i n c e it r e p r e s e n t e d the e s t a b l i s h m e n t . 

I m p a t i e n t , a d o e r and a s e l f - s t a r t e r , V i n c e n t had a l w a y s 

had d i f f i c u l t y w o r k i n g " i n s i d e " t h e p r o s c r i p t i o n s of t h e 

e s t a b l i s h m e n t . R o o s e v e l t ' s s t y l e had b e c o m e h i s o w n , in 

a c e r t a i n s e n s e . V i n c e n t l i k e d to " c r a s h in" as he c a l l e d 



i t , r e l y i n g on h i s n a t i v e i n t e l l i g e n c e and w i t . A f t e r t h r e e 

y e a r s as a f r e e a g e n t w i t h a c c e s s to the h i g h e s t o f f i c e s 

in the w o r l d ' s g r e a t e s t c i t y , w o u l d V i n c e n t n o t f i n d t h e 

t r a d i t i o n s of t h e R i v e r d a l e A c a d e m y c o n f i n i n g ? 



C H A P T E R IV 

UJOULD-BE WAR C O R R E S P O N D E N T 
1 9 1 4 - 1 9 1 6 

R e m o v e d f r o m h i s M a n h a t t a n n e i g h b o r h o o d and f r e e d f r o m 

his r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s to T h e B o y s ' P a p e r , R o b e r t V i n c e n t 

g r u d g i n g l y t u r n e d to h i s s t u d i e s as t h e w i n t e r s e m e s t e r of 

1 9 1 4 o p e n e d at R i v e r d a l e A c a d e m y . B e a u t i f u l l y l a n d s c a p e d 

and l o c a t e d on t h e h e i g h t s a b o u t t h e H u d s o n R i v e r , R i v e r d a l e 

o f f e r e d a s t r e n u o u s c u r r i c u l u m to t h e s c i o n s of New Y o r k ' s 

w e a l t h y f a m i l i e s . As V i n c e n t r e c a l l e d i t , t h e " s p r i n g of 

1 9 1 4 w a s o n e l o n g s t u d y p e r i o d . " ^ 

N a t u r a l l y b r i g h t , b u t m o r e i n c l i n e d to a c t i o n t h a n s t u d y , 

V i n c e n t w o r k e d h a r d d u r i n g his f i r s t t e r m . P e r h a p s t h i s 

w a s to p l e a s e G r a n d f a t h e r B l o c h w h o had s p o n s o r e d h i m , or 

m a y b e it w a s an a t t e m p t to f i l l t h e v o i d c r e a t e d by t h e l o s s 

of his e d i t o r i a l c a r e e r . H i s c u r r i c u l u m i n c l u d e d G e r m a n , 

w h i c h he a l r e a d y k n e w f r o m h i s f a m i l y , and E n g l i s h f o r w h i c h 

he had a n a t u r a l t a l e n t . W h i l e m a t h e m a t i c s w a s a s t r u g g l e , 

g e o g r a p h y s o o n b e c a m e h i s f a v o r i t e c o u r s e . 

In r e c a l l i n g R i v e r d a l e , V i n c e n t ' s m e m o i r s p a i n t a m u t e d 

p i c t u r e of r e s i g n a t i o n in t h e b o y . V i n c e n t w a s i m p r e s s e d 

by the " c h e e r f u l a t m o s p h e r e " of t h e d i n i n g h a l l s and t h e 

2 
" i n s p i r i n g v i e w of t h e H u d s o n " b u t o f f e r e d l e s s e n t h u s i a s t i c 



r e a c t i o n s to h i s f e l l o w s t u d e n t s . fin o u t s i d e r , s m a l l of 

s t a t u r e , and y o u n g e r t h a n t h e o t h e r s , V i n c e n t f e l t " t o l e r a t e d " 

by t h e m . L e s s s h e l t e r e d in h i s u p b r i n g i n g t h a n t h e s e a f f l u e n t 

p r e p p i e s , he r e m e m b e r e d t h e l a t e n i g h t s t o r y t e l l i n g in t h e 

d o r m i t o r y : 

In o r d e r to e x c i t e t h e i r l i s t e n e r s , b i g g e r b o y s 
told f a n t a s t i c s t o r i e s a b o u t a m o r o u s c o n q u e s t s 
w h i c h t h e y c l a i m e d to h a v e h a d , b u t t h o s e t h i n g s 
d i d n ' t b o t h e r me m u c h . My l o v e w a s s l a n t e d m o r e 
t o w a r d r e a l r u g g e d a d v e n t u r e and t h e r e w a s l i t t l e 
of t h a t t a k i n g p l a c e at p r e s e n t . R e s i d e s , h a v i n g 
k n o c k e d a r o u n d for t h e p a s t t h r e e and a h a l f y e a r s , 
I had b e c o m e s o p h i s t i c a t e d . B i r d s and b e e s w e r e 
old h a t . 

To e s c a p e h i s o b v i o u s u n h a p p i n e s s at R i v e r d a l e , V i n c e n t t u r n e d 

to r e a d i n g . A f a v o r i t e at t h a t t i m e w a s R i c h a r d H a r d i n g 

D a v i s w h o s e r e p u t a t i o n as a w a r c o r r e s p o n d e n t d u r i n g t h e 

S p a n i s h - A m e r i c a n and R u s s o - J a p a n e s e w a r s w a s w e l l - k n o w n . 

V i n c e n t m e n t i o n s t h e " V a n B i b b e r " s t o r i e s w h i c h t o o k him 
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" o u t of t h e s c h o o l s u r r o u n d i n g s and . . . I n t o a f r e e r w o r l d . 

His f a v o r i t e D a v i s b o o k , h o w e v e r , w a s S o l d i e r s of F o r t u n e , 

w h i c h p r o v i d e d e n o u g h e x c i t e m e n t and a c t i o n to b a l a n c e t h e 

r e g i m e n t a t i o n of R i v e r d a l e . F i n a l l y , d u r i n g a w e e k e n d t r i p 

to the c i t y in t h e s p r i n g , V i n c e n t d i s c u s s e d h i s p l i g h t w i t h 

h i s m o t h e r . L i s a c o n v i n c e d him at l e a s t " t o f i n i s h t h e y e a r 

and go to c a m p " t h a t summer." 1 

R o b e r t V i n c e n t w a s p r e p a r i n g to go to c a m p in l a t e J u n e 

w h e n n e w s b r o k e of t h e a s s a s s i n a t i o n of A r c h d u k e F r a n z 

F e r d i n a n d , h e i r to t h e t h r o n e of A u s t r i a - H u n g a r y . T h r o u g h o u t 

the s u m m e r , h e a d l i n e s d e t a i l e d t h e e v e n t s w h i c h u l t i m a t e l y 



led to o u t b r e a k of w o r l d w a r d u r i n g the f i r s t w e e k of A u g u s t . 

A l t h o u g h far off in the M a i n e w o o d s d u r i n g the p e r i o d of 

u l t i m a t u m s and m o b i l i z a t i o n , V i n c e n t , r e t u r n e d f r o m L a k e 

S o b a g o for a t h r e e w e e k p e r i o d at h o m e b e f o r e r e s u m i n g s c h o o l 

in S e p t e m b e r . As t h e f i r s t w a r d i s p a t c h e s r e a c h e d A m e r i c a n 

n e w s p a p e r s , V i n c e n t ' s i n t e r e s t in t h e c r i s i s b e c a m e i n t e n s e . 

A m e r i c a n j o u r n a l i s t s , l i k e R i c h a r d H a r d i n g D a v i s , r u s h e d 
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to E u r o p e to c o v e r the b a t t l e for B e l g i u m , and V i n c e n t ' s 

i n q u i s i t i v e n e s s t o o k him to the p i e r s a l o n g the N o r t h R i v e r 

b e t w e e n 14th and 2 3 r d S t r e e t s for a " r e c o n n o i t e r i n g t r i p . " 

T y p i c a l l y , V i n c e n t w a n t e d to be n e a r t h e a c t i o n . 

S i n c e I c o u l d n o t be an a c t u a l w a r - c o r r e s p o n d e n t 
on t h e s c e n e , I t h o u g h t it w o u l d be f a s c i n a t i n g 
to m e e t f a c e to f a c e a n d to s p e a k w i t h s o m e of 
t h o s e w h o had had p e r s o n a l e x p e r i e n c e ^ and a d v e n -
t u r e s . . . e i t h e r on l a n d or at s e a . 

T h e d o c k s w e r e l o c a t e d in a t o u g h n e i g h b o r h o o d i n h a b i t e d 

by d r u n k s , l o n g s h o r e m e n , and s e a m e n of v a r i o u s n a t i o n a l i t i e s . 

A s h a r p c o n t r a s t to the m a n i c u r e d l a w n s of R i v e r d a l e , t h e 

w a t e r f r o n t h a d , in V i n c e n t ' s w o r d s , "a s o r t of d a n g e r o u s 

g 

a t t r a c t i o n " f o r h i m . D u r i n g his f i r s t t r i p to t h e d o c k s , 

V i n c e n t r e p o r t s t h a t he w a s a b l e to w a l k on b o a r d the 

M a u r e t a n i a , the s i s t e r s h i p to t h e L u s i t a n i a . W h i l e t o u r i n g 

the d e c k s of t h e s h i p , V i n c e n t m e t an a s s i s t a n t s t e w a r d n a m e d 

B i l l P h i p p s w h o i n t r o d u c e d him to o t h e r s a i l o r s and s h o w e d 

him a r o u n d t h e s h i p . L a t e r , b e f o r e r e t u r n i n g to R i v e r d a l e , 

he v i s i t e d the W h i t e S t a r l i n e r A r a b i c ( l a t e r t o r p e d o e d and 

s u n k ) and an a l l - c a r g o v e s s e l of t h e A t l a n t i c T r a n s p o r t L i n e . 



W i t h t h e r e s u m p t i o n of s c h o o l in S e p t e m b e r , \Jincent 

had a l r e a d y m a d e a r e s o l u t i o n to get i n t o t h e w a r at t h e 

e a r l i e s t o p p o r t u n i t y . H i s t r i p s to t h e p i e r had i m m e r s e d 

him o n c e a g a i n in t h e " r e a l " w o r l d . W h i l e he w o u l d c o n t i n u e 

to p u r s u e h i s s t u d i e s at R i v e r d a l e d u r i n g t h e 1 9 1 4 - 1 9 1 5 a c a -

d e m i c y e a r , h i s b u r n i n g d e s i r e w a s to see t h e w a r f i r s t h a n d , 

p r e f e r a b l y as a w a r c o r r e s p o n d e n t . In t h i s r e g a r d , V i n c e n t 

m e n t i o n e d R i c h a r d H a r d i n g D a v i s ' c l a s s i c a c c o u n t of t h e G e r m a n 

o c c u p a t i o n of B r u s s e l s in A u g u s t as an i n s p i r a t i o n a l f a c t o r . ^ 

H i s p a t t e r n of e m u l a t i n g h e r o e s c o n t i n u e d . D a v i s w a s now 

h i s i d o l , and t h e j o u r n a l i s t in him y e a r n e d for a c t i o n . 

As t h e s c h o o l y e a r w o r e o n , V i n c e n t t o o k s o m e i m m e d i a t e 

s t e p s to b e c o m e i n v o l v e d . In D e c e m b e r , d u r i n g h o l i d a y b r e a k 

f r o m s c h o o l , V i n c e n t i n s t i g a t e d a b e n e f i t p e r f o r m a n c e for 

the B e l g i a n W a r R e l i e f F u n d at the C l a r e m o n t m o t i o n p i c t u r e 

t h e a t e r at 1 3 5 t h S t r e e t and B r o a d w a y , n e a r h i s old n e i g h b o r -

h o o d . V i n c e n t k n e w t h e m a n a g e r , M r . Do 11 i n g e r , ̂  a n d a r r a n g e d 

to b r i n g to t h e t h e a t e r a g r o u p of S c o t t i s h H i g h l a n d e r s led 

by A l i c k L a u d e r - b r o t h e r of t h e f a m o u s h u m o r i s t and s i n g e r 

H a r r y L a u d e r . V i n c e n t had k n o w n L a u d e r s i n c e b e i n g i n t r o d u c e d 
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to him by W i l l i a m M o r r i s J r . in 1 9 1 0 . He r e c a l l e d t h e 

day of the p e r f o r m a n c e : 

W h e n t h e t i m e c a m e , I m e t A l i c k L a u d e r at h i s l i v i n g 
q u a r t e r s on W e s t 4 4 t h S t r e e t and r o d e u p t o w n w i t h 
h i m . T h e r e w e r e f o u r o p e n t o u r i n g c a r s in t h e 
p r o c e s s i o n and t h e b a g p i p e r s b l e w w i t h g u s t o in 
a d e a f e n i n g b u t i n s p i r i n g m a n n e r a l l t h e way up 
to t h e s t a g e e n t r a n c e on 1 3 5 t h S t r e e t . It w a s 
a t r i u m p h a n t i n v a s i o n of M a n h a t t a n by t h e C a l e ^ 
d o n i a n s . T h e p e r f o r m a n c e w a s a g r e a t s u c c e s s . 



T h i s w a s a l s o t h e p e r i o d w h e n f o r m e r C h i e f of S t a f f 

G e n e r a l L e o n a r d W o o d , T h e o d o r e R o o s e v e l t and o t h e r s w e r e 

p r e s s i n g t h e W i l s o n a d m i n i s t r a t i o n f o r i n c r e a s e d m i l i t a r y 

p r e p a r e d n e s s . V i n c e n t , p r e d i c t a b l y , w a s in f a v o r of c o m p u l -

s o r y m i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g and s e n t l e t t e r s to p u b l i c o f f i c i a l s 

in s u p p o r t of s u c h l e g i s l a t i o n . L o u i s S t o t e s b u r y - a d j u t a n t 

g e n e r a l of New Y o r k and G o v e r n o r H e r b e r t S . H a d l e y of M i s s o u r i 

r e p l i e d to V i n c e n t by l e t t e r t h a n k i n g him for h i s s u p p o r t 

of m i l i t a r y p r e p a r e d n e s s . ^ 

By t h e s p r i n g of 1 9 1 5 , u n r e s t r i c t e d s u b m a r i n e w a r f a r e 

had b e c o m e an a v o w e d t a c t i c of t h e G e r m a n n a v y . O n F r i d a y , 

May 7th t h e L u s i t a n i a w a s s u n k by a G e r m a n U - b o a t . O n 

b o a r d w e r e not o n l y A l f r e d V a n d e r b i l t and C h a r l e s F r o h m a n , 

a l e a d i n g t h e a t r i c a l p r o d u c e r , b u t a l s o A l i c e and E l b e r t 

H u b b a r d t h e p u b l i s h e r s w h o m V i n c e n t had c o n t a c t e d f i v e y e a r s 
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b e f o r e to p r i n t T h e B o y s ' P a p e r . T h e d i s c u s s i o n t h a t s p r i n g 

at s c h o o l c e n t e r e d on t h e g r o w i n g i s s u e of A m e r i c a n i n v o l v e -

m e n t in t h e w a r , a n d V i n c e n t n o t e d t h a t at t h a t t i m e he b e c a m e 

a " h a w k . . . w i t h a s t r o n g d e s i r e to do s o m e t h i n g m y s e l f 
17 

o t h e r t h a n t a l k . " 

T h e e v e n t s t h a t f o l l o w e d In t h e s p r i n g of 1 9 1 5 h a v e 

b e c o m e p a r t of t h e c o n s c i o u s l y c r e a t e d l e g e n d of R o b e r t 

V i n c e n t ' s l i f e . M o t i v a t e d by r e s t l e s s n e s s and a l a r g e p o r t i o n 

of c a l l o w r o m a n t i c i s m , V i n c e n t f o r m u l a t e d a p l a n to run a w a y 

f r o m R i v e r d a l e to s e e t h e w a r f i r s t - h a n d . H o w e v e r , an e a r l y 

m i s c a l c u l a t i o n j e o p a r d i z e d V i n c e n t ' s r e p u t a t i o n at s c h o o l . 

A t t e m p t i n g to l e a v e s c h o o l f o r a few d a y s to f u r t h e r h i s 



p l a n s , V i n c e n t b o t c h e d a s c h e m e to g e t s e n t h o m e by a s k i n g 

o n e of h i s r o o m m a t e s to s l a p him for ten m i n u t e s on h i s c h e s t 

and b a c k . T h e " s c a r l e t f e v e r " o n l y got h i m q u a r a n t i n e d to 

the s c h o o l h o s p i t a l . T h e s u b s e q u e n t d o c t o r ' s e x a m i n a t i o n 

n o t o n l y e m b a r r a s s e d V i n c e n t b u t led to a t h o r o u g h r e e x a m i n a -
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t i o n of h i s p r i n c i p l e s . 

In t i m e s of c r i s i s , V i n c e n t s a i d t h a t he o f t e n s p e c u l a t e d 

on w h a t h i s h e r o e s w o u l d d o . T h e o d o r e R o o s e v e l t w a s o f t e n 

h i s t o u c h s t o n e . He r e c a l l e d : 

I t h o u g h t w h a t I r e a l l y n e e d e d w a s a p r i v a t e s e t 
of " p o l i c i e s " w h i c h w o u l d t e n d t o w a r d s e f f i c i e n c y , 
" p r i n c i p l e s " t h a t I c o u l d f o l l o w at a l l t i m e s , 
to be u s e d l i k e a s t e e r i n g w h e e l for h e a d i n g in 
t h e r i g h t d i r e c t i o n . T e d d y R o o s e v e l t had p o l i c i e s 
and p r i n c i p l e s for e v e r y t h i n g u n d e r t h e s u n , o n l y 
he d i d ^ g t h a v e to m e m o r i z e t h e m l i k e I i n t e n d e d 
to do . 

L i k e a y o u n g B e n F r a n k l i n or J a m e s G a t z , F . S c o t t F i t z g e r a l d ' s 

p r o t o t y p i c A m e r i c a n b o y , V i n c e n t j o t t e d d o w n h i s l i s t of 

m a x i m s . As t h e y a r e l i s t e d in h i s m e m o i r s , t h e m a x i m s a r e 

f a m i l a r e v o c a t i o n s of E m e r s o n i a n i d e a l i s m and p e p t a l k s f r o m 

t h e b u l l y p u l p i t . " A l w a y s f a v o r t h e u n d e r d o g , " " T h i n k b e f o r e 

you a c t , " " U s e i n i t i a t i v e , " and " A l w a y s be f a i t h f u l to y o u r 

b e l i e f s " a n d t h e o t h e r c l i c h e r e s o l u t i o n s w e r e in f a c t a 

s y n t h e s i s of a l l t h e a d v i c e V i n c e n t had g l e a n e d f r o m h i s 

m e n t o r s in t h e p u b l i s h i n g w o r l d . T h e i m p o r t a n t p u r p o s e of 

the l i s t , h o w e v e r , w a s to i n s t i l l s e l f - c o n f i d e n c e in t h e 

b o y . A d r e a m e r , a r o m a n t i c , and an o u t s i d e r to h i s m o r e 

c o n v e n t i o n a l p e e r s , V i n c e n t r e v e a l e d a n e e d to a c c o m p l i s h 

h i s g o a l s , no m a t t e r how f a r - f e t c h e d . As he w r o t e in h i s 



m e m o i r s , t h e r e s o l u t i o n s " g a v e me c o n f i d e n c e in m y s e l f 

. . . . I s h o u l d h a v e b e e n g r e a t l y m o r t i f i e d if any o n e 
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e l s e k n e w a b o u t t h e m and l a u g h e d at m e . " 

W i t h t h e end of the a c a d e m i c y e a r , V i n c e n t t r a v e l l e d 

to New Y o r k w i t h h i s r o o m m a t e H e r b e r t Van D r i e l to s e e t h e 

p o p u l a r s h o w C h i n C h i n p l a y i n g at t h e G l o b e T h e a t e r . A f t e r 

v i s i t i n g t h e s t a r s , F r e d S t o n e a n d D a v e M o n t g o m e r y b a c k s t a g e , 

t h e b o y s p a r t e d c o m p a n y at G r a n d C e n t r a l S t a t i o n . V i n c e n t 

saw V a n D r i e l off to S c a r s d a l e w i t h t h e c o m m e n t t h a t he w o u l d 

n o t be b a c k at s c h o o l in t h e f a l l . Dn t h e f o l l o w i n g W e d n e s -

d a y , V i n c e n t w a s a b o a r d the S . S . A d r i a t i c b o u n d for L i v e r -

p o o l , E n g l a n d . 

T h e g e n e s i s of V i n c e n t ' s p l a n w a s a m e m o r y of h i s 1 9 0 8 

v o y a g e f r o m E u r o p e w i t h h i s f a m i l y a b o a r d the S . S . P h i l a -

d e l p h i a . V i n c e n t r e m e m b e r e d t h a t s e v e r a l n o t e d n a m e s f r o m 

t h e p u b l i s h e d p a s s e n g e r l i s t w e r e n o t a m o n g t h o s e w h o had 

a c t u a l l y s a i l e d on t h e s h i p . A c c o r d i n g l y , V i n c e n t o b t a i n e d 

a b o a r d i n g p a s s for the A d r i a t i c u n d e r t h e p r e t e x t t h a t he 

w a n t e d to g e t to L o n d o n as s o o n as p o s s i b l e d u e to the " s e r -

i o u s i l l n e s s " of h i s u n c l e . T h e b o a r d i n g p a s s w a s i s s u e d 

so t h a t the y o u n g g e n t l e m a n c o u l d see t h e a c c o m m o d a t i o n s 

a b o a r d s h i p f i r s t h a n d . P r o m i s i n g to r e t u r n to the W h i t e 

S t a r L i n e s o f f i c e w i t h a c h e c k f o r t h e t h r e e h u n d r e d d o l l a r 

t i c k e t and h i s p a s s p o r t , V i n c e n t g a m b l e d t h a t the p a s s e n g e r 
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a g e n t w o u l d add h i s n a m e to the s h i p ' s l i s t . 

A r r i v i n g at P i e r 60 on 2 0 t h S t r e e t and N o r t h R i v e r at 

ten o ' c l o c k on W e d n e s d a y m o r n i n g , V i n c e n t u s e d his b o a r d i n g 



p a s s and g o t a b o a r d the s h i p . A s k i n g d i r e c t i o n s to C a b i n 

B - 3 4 6 , a s s i g n e d to him M o n d a y by t h e p a s s e n g e r a g e n t , V i n c e n t 

s e t t l e d in for w h a t he h o p e d w o u l d be t h e b e g i n n i n g of a 

g r e a t a d v e n t u r e . H a v i n g w r i t t e n a l e t t e r to h i s m o t h e r at 

T h e D e l i n e a t o r o f f i c e n o t i f y i n g h e r of h i s i n t e n t i o n s to 

b e c o m e a " f r e e l a n c e w a r c o r r e s p o n d e n t , " w e a r i n g h i s b l u e 

s e r g e s u i t and c a r r y i n g h i s s t a c h e l w i t h an e x t r a s h i r t and 

the l a t e s t S t r e e t and S m i t h " F r a n k M e r r i w e l l " n o v e l , V i n c e n t 

w a s e x c i t e d and n o t a l i t t l e a p p r e h e n s i v e . 

How did I f e e l ? Y e s , I w a s a l i t t l e s c a r e d and 
my c o n s c i e n c e did t r o u b l e me b u t I m a d e a p p r o p r i a t e 
e x c u s e s . I w o u l d pay t h e W h i t e S t a r L i n e t h e i r 
f a r e f r o m the e a r n i n g s t h a t I w o u l d r e c e i v e as 
a w r i t e r of s t i r r i n g h u m a n - i n t e r e s t w a r s t o r i e s . 
. . . W h a t w o u l d D r . E l i o t , my f o r m e r e t h i c s t e a c h e r 
t h i n k a b o u t my a c t i o n s , and m o r e i m p o r t a n t y e t , 
w h a t w o u l d T e d d y R o o s e v e l t s a y ? I c o u l d s t i l l 
h e a r h i s f i e r c e a d m o n i t i o n , " W h y a r e n ' t you in 
s c h o o l ? " B u t he a l s o s a i d : " D o n ' t f l i n c h , and 
h i t ^ h e l i n e h a r d ! " I w a s p r e t t y e x c i t e d i n w a r d -
l y . 

In t h e s e c o n d i n s t a l l m e n t of h i s m e m o i r s , w r i t t e n in 

1 9 8 4 , V i n c e n t g i v e s a d e t a i l e d a c c o u n t of h i s s h i p b o a r d ex-

p e r i e n c e s and o d y s s e y t h r o u g h E n g l a n d . T h o u g h h i s m e m o i r s 

end w i t h h i s d e p a r t u r e for F r a n c e in an a t t e m p t to join t h e 

F r e n c h A r m y , a t w e n t y - t w o p a g e o u t l i n e s u m m a r y d o c u m e n t s 

h i s w a r t i m e a c t i v i t i e s t h r o u g h h i s s e r v i c e w i t h t h e 1 0 6 t h 

i n f a n t r y of t h e f e d e r a l i z e d U n i t e d S t a t e s N a t i o n a l G u a r d 

at C a m p W a d s w o r t h , S o u t h C a r o l i n a in 1 9 1 7 . H o w e v e r , t h e 

m o s t c o m p l e t e r e c o r d of h i s s e r v i c e in F r a n c e in 1 9 1 5 is 

c o n t a i n e d in a m a n u s c r i p t c o p y of an u n p u b l i s h e d b o o k w h i c h 

V i n c e n t w r o t e a f t e r h i s r e t u r n to t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s in J a n u a r y 



of 1 9 1 6 . In 1 9 8 4 V i n c e n t r e - w r o t e t h e m e m o i r s u n d e r t h e 

t i t l e " M o u l d - B e W a r C o r r e s p o n d e n t . " T h e s e c o n d v e r s i o n is 

a m o r e r e s t r a i n e d , l e s s s e 1 f - g 1 o r i f y i n g a c c o u n t t h a n V i n c e n t ' s 
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f i r s t a t t e m p t . 

" W o u l d - B e W a r C o r r e s p o n d e n t , " t h o u g h w r i t t e n a l m o s t 

70 y e a r s a f t e r t h e f a c t , is a r i c h l y d r a w n a c c o u n t . V i n c e n t 

d e p i c t s h i m s e l f as an i n n o c e n t p u s h i n g on r e g a r d l e s s , t h o u g h 

w e l l a w a r e of t h e r i s k s to h i s r e p u t a t i o n s h o u l d he be c a u g h t 

in a t t e m p t i n g to d e f r a u d t h e W h i t e S t a r L i n e . V i n c e n t ' s 

" s i c k u n c l e in L o n d o n " s t o r y , v a g u e l y r e m i n i s c e n t of o n e 

of H u c k l e b e r r y F i n n ' s d e c e i t s , s e e m s to w o r k in c o n v e r s a t i o n 

w i t h t h e f a s h i o n a b l y d r e s s e d p a s s e n g e r s at d i n n e r . H o w e v e r , 

t h e f r a y e d a p p e a r a n c e of h i s b l u e s e r g e s u i t and q u i c k e x i t 

as t h e t i p p i n g p l a t e w a s p a s s e d at m e a l t i m e m u s t h a v e c a u s e d 

s u s p i c i o n . A l w a y s a h u m o r i s t , V i n c e n t n o t e s t h a t he a l m o s t 

w e l c o m e d a s u b m a r i n e a t t a c k . 

P r o b a b l y I w a s t h e o n l y one w h o f e l t t h a t b e i n g 
t o r p e d o e d w o u l d be a b o o n if o n e s u r v i v e d ; at l e a s t 
I c o u l d a c c o u n t for my lack of p e r s o n a l e f f e c t s 
and c l o t h i n g . 

H i s lack of a h a t h a d , h o w e v e r , a l r e a d y b e e n a c c o u n t e d f o r ; 

it b l e w off i n t o t h e sea w h i l e V i n c e n t w a s o b s e r v i n g f r o m 

t h e p r o m e n a d e d e c k t h e d e p a r t u r e of t h e s h i p ' s p i l o t . 

D e t a i n e d u p o n a r r i v a l in L i v e r p o o l by c u s t o m s and i m m i -

g r a t i o n o f f i c i a l s , V i n c e n t e s c a p e s f r o m t h e C o n t i n e n t a l H o t e l 

on D u k e S t r e e t and b e g i n s a c r o s s - c o u n t r y trek to L o n d o n . 

I m p e l l e d by t h e s a m e d r i v e to a c t i o n t h a t p r o d u c e d T h e B o y s ' 

P a p e r , V i n c e n t n o t e s t h a t " t h e i d e a of s o m e a c t i o n m a d e me 



f e e l b e t t e r at o n c e , so I p u t on my c l o t h e s , l e f t t h e l i t t l e 

s a t c h e l now c o n t a i n i n g j u s t l a u n d r y in the r o o m and c l i m b e d 
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o u t t h e w i n d o w . . . ." 

A f t e r a s h o r t e x c u r s i o n on a f r e i g h t t r a i n o u t of L i v e r -

p o o l , he d e c i d e s t h a t it w o u l d be s a f e r to w a l k t h e r e s t 

of t h e d i s t a n c e to L o n d o n . L i k e n i n g h i m s e l f to a l a t t e r 

day D i c k W h i t t i n g t o n , V i n c e n t g e t s a m e a l of g i n g e r b e e r 

and b a c o n s a n d w i c h e s at a pub in C r e w e a f t e r t e l l i n g t h e 

o w n e r t h a t he w a s a C a n a d i a n on h i s w a y to j o i n t h e f o r c e s . 

H i s p a t r i o t i s m so m o v e s t h e p e o p l e in t h e p u b t h a t t h e y " f o r c e 

a t e n n e r " on h i m . V i n c e n t b u y s a l o a f of b r e a d and s o m e 

c h e e s e w h i c h he c a r r i e s on t h e j o u r n e y . 

At L i c h f i e l d , he s l e e p s in a h a y l o f t . T h o u g h h i s " t e e t h 

c h a t t e r , " V i n c e n t - " t h e p e r p e t u a l o p t i m i s t " - t r u d g e s on 

t h r o u g h t h e c o l d m o r n i n g " r e p e a t i n g t h e t u n e f u l m e l o d i e s 
2 6 

f r o m C h i n C h i n " w h i c h he had s e e n in New Y o r k . At C a s t l e -

t o n , he m a k e s f r i e n d s w i t h a s t o r e k e e p e r , is i n v i t e d to d i n n e r 

and e n t e r t a i n s t h e f a m i l y w i t h s t o r i e s of l i f e in C a n a d a 

and the S t a t e s . S t o p p e d by a p o l i c e m a n , V i n c e n t b e c o m e s 

" W i l l i a m P r i t c h a r d . . . on my way t' L o n d o n fer to j i n e 
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tha a r r m y . " At S t o n e , he o b s e r v e s a r m y r e c r u i t s d r i l l i n g 

and n o t i c e s p o s t e r s p e r s u a d i n g " Y o u n g W o m e n of t h e E m p i r e " 
2 8 

to e n c o u r a g e t h e i r " B e s t Boy to J o i n t h e C o l o r s . " In 

C o v e n t r y , he m e e t s f o u r b i c y c l i n g y o u t h s and is i n v i t e d to 

d i n n e r at t h e h o m e of one of t h e m , D i c k M a r s d e n . At t h e 

M a r s d e n s , s e v e n t e e n y e a r old K a t y M a r s d e n t a k e s a l i k i n g 

to V i n c e n t and p l a y s h i m " A l e x a n d e r ' s R a g t i m e B a n d " on t h e 



p i a n o . M r s . M a r s d e n g i v e s her o p i n i o n of t h e G e r m a n s w h o , 

s h e s a y s " w i l l n o t be s a t i s f i e d u n t i l t h e y s e e t h e i r f l a g 

o v e r B u c k i n g h a m P a l a c e . " T h e f a m i l y a g r e e s , h o w e v e r t h a t 
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" t h e y ' l l get a t h r a s h i n g i n s t e a d . " 

F i n a l l y , o b t a i n i n g a r i d e on a t r u c k w h i c h is p a r t of 

a m i l i t a r y t r a n s p o r t c a r a v a n , V i n c e n t is d r o p p e d off in f r o n t 

of t h e E d g e w a r e R o a d s u b w a y s t a t i o n n e a r L o n d o n . He t a k e s 

the u n d e r g r o u n d for a t o u r of t h e c i t y s a v o r i n g t h e n a m e s 

of p l a c e s he had o n l y read a b o u t in b o o k s : B a k e r S t r e e t , 

B l a c k f r i a r s , W a t e r l o o , P a d d i n g t o n , W e s t m i n s t e r , O x f o r d C i r c l e , 

and L u d g a t e . A f t e r a w e e k in t h e h i n t e r l a n d s , t h e M a n h a t t a n -

b r e d y o u t h w a s b a c k in h i s u r b a n e l e m e n t . L o o k i n g b a c k on 

h i s f i r s t day in L o n d o n , V i n c e n t w r o t e : 

A f t e r a l a p s e of o v e r t h r e e s c o r e y e a r s , my a c c u r a c y 
in n a m i n g t h e u n d e r g r o u n d s t a t i o n s t h a t f o l l o w e d 
e a c h o t h e r m a y be f a u l t y . . . b u t I w a s e a g e r 
to e x p l o r e t h e i m a g i g g d w o n d e r s of t h e l a r g e s t 
m e t r o p o l i s on e a r t h . 

I n t e r v i e w e d in 1 9 8 5 a b o u t h i s L o n d o n e x p e r i e n c e , V i n c e n t 

saw n o t h i n g r e m a r k a b l e a b o u t h i s a b i l i t y to s u r v i v e in the 

c i t y . He s a i d t h a t he " s m a s h e d b a g g a g e " for m o n e y in V i c t o r i a 

S t a t i o n a n d s l e p t in the u n d e r g r o u n d s t a t i o n s . T r a v e l , he 

s a i d , w a s e a s y s i n c e he w a s a d e p t at e l u d i n g t i c k e t t a k e r s 

on t h e s u b w a y . ^ F i n a l l y , f o r c e d to s e e k m o r e c o n v e n t i o n a l 

l o d g i n g by a b o w e l a c c i d e n t c a u s e d by e a t i n g too m a n y g o o s e 

b e r r i e s p u r c h a s e d f r o m a s t r e e t v e n d o r , V i n c e n t w e n t to t h e 

C e n t r a l Y . M . C . A . T h e r e he f e l l in w i t h a f r i e n d l y g r o u p 

of A u s t r a l i a n s o l d i e r s w h o t o o k him to t h e R o y a l t y T h e a t e r 



on D e a n S t r e e t to s e e " D e n n i s E a d i e in T h e M a n W h o S t a y e d 
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at H o m e . " T h a t n i g h t , V i n c e n t and h i s " d i g g e r " c o m p a n i o n s 

t o u r e d the P i c c a d i l l y d i s t r i c t . T h e n e x t m o r n i n g , V i n c e n t 

v i s i t e d a r e c r u i t i n g s t a t i o n to e n l i s t . 

V i n c e n t ' s p l a n w a s to join o n e of t h e c r a c k r e g i m e n t s 

l i k e " T h e B u f f s " or " T h e D e v i l ' s O w n . " B u t t h e t o u g h s e r g e a n t 

a s k e d him s a r c a s t i c a l l y , " d o e s y o u r m o t h e r k n o w y o u r o u t , 

s o n n y ? " M o r t i f i e d by t h i s , V i n c e n t w o n d e r e d if he w o u l d 

e v e r see a c t i v e s e r v i c e . C o m m e n t i n g in h i s m e m o i r s , he re-

f l e c t e d u p o n h i s m o t i v e s : 

I d i d n ' t w a n t to g e t i n t o t h e w a r to k i l l a n y o n e 
for I d i d n ' t h a v e t h e i n s t i n c t s of a w a r r i o r , b u t 
t h e a d v e n t u r e of it w o u l d g i v e me a f i r s t h a n d 
i n s i g h t and e x c i t i n g m a t e r i a l to w r i t e a b o u t , 
as t h o u g h I had b e e n a r e a l w a r c o r r e s p o n d e n t . 

S e n s i n g t h a t he m u s t " g e t o u t of L o n d o n as q u i c k l y as pos-

s i b l e " he d e c i d e d to p r o c e e d d i r e c t l y to F r a n c e v i a " t h e 

C o n t i n e n t a l E x p r e s s f o r F o l k e s t o n e . B e f o r e l e a v i n g , h o w -

e v e r , he t r i e d to r e a c h A m b a s s a d o r W a l t e r H i n e s P a g e w h o m 

he had met w h i l e e d i t i n g T h e B o y s ' P a p e r . T h i s a t t e m p t to 

u s e " p u l l " f a i l e d w h e n an e m b a s s y c l e r k s u g g e s t e d t h a t V i n c e n t 

f o l l o w t h e s t a n d a r d p r o c e d u r e s to o b t a i n a p a s s p o r t . 

By s e v e n o ' c l o c k t h e n e x t m o r n i n g , V i n c e n t w a s at 

V i c t o r i a S t a t i o n , and - by e i g h t - he w a s s i t t i n g in a t h i r d 

c l a s s c o m p a r t m e n t f u l l of B r i t i s h T o m m i e s en r o u t e to b a t t l e . 

At the P o r t of F o l k e s t o n e , V i n c e n t b l u f f e d h i s way o n t o t h e 

s t e a m s h i p by p r e t e n d i n g to be a F r e n c h y o u t h w h o s e f a t h e r 

had a l r e a d y g o n e on b o a r d w i t h h i s p a s s p o r t . E l u d i n g a t i c k e t 



t a k e r by f o l l o w i n g him a r o u n d the s h i p , he r e c o g n i z e d d i m e 

s t o r e m a g n a t e F r a n k W . W o o l w o r t h a m o n g t h e c i v i l i a n p a s s e n -

g e r s . He d e p a r t e d t h e s h i p at B o u l o g n e - s u r - M e r and p r o c e e d e d 

to a l o c a l r e c r u i t i n g o f f i c e w h e r e , p o s i n g as a F r e n c h 

C a n a d i a n , he e n l i s t e d in t h e F r e n c h a r m y as a d i s p a t c h 
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s c o u t . 

L o o k i n g b a c k on h i s e x p e r i e n c e , V i n c e n t l a t e r s u p p o s e d 

t h a t h i s f a i l u r e to l i v e up to e x p e c t a t i o n s at s c h o o l and 

a " d e s i r e to do g r e a t t h i n g s " m o t i v a t e d him to " c r a s h i n t o " 
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t h e F i r s t W o r l d W a r . It is n o t a r e m a r k a b l e t h i n g for 

a b o y to d r e a m of g l o r y , b u t in V i n c e n t ' s c a s e h i s a b i l i t y 

to e x e c u t e a r e a l p l a n t o w a r d t h a t end is e x c e p t i o n a l . H i s 

s u r v i v a l s k i l l s and d u r a b i l i t y at a g e 16 s e e m s , by t o d a y ' s 

s t a n d a r d s , e p i c . Y e t , V i n c e n t ' s w a s a h a r d y g e n e r a t i o n w h i c h 

had b e e n s t r o n g l y i m b u e d w i t h R o o s e v e l t i a n v a l u e s as w e l l 

as a s o m e w h a t r o m a n t i c v i e w of m a n l y s e r v i c e . P a r t i c i p a t i o n 

in T h e G r e a t W a r w a s the g e n e r a t i o n a l b e n c h m a r k of t h o s e 

b o r n in t h e 18 9 0 ' s . If t h e g r e a t e s t r e g r e t of s o m e w a s "I 

D i d n ' t G e t O v e r , " as in o n e of F . S c o t t F i t z g e r a l d ' s 
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s t o r i e s , c o m b a t s e r v i c e " D v e r T h e r e " w a s a s e a r i n g l y c r u e l 

i n i t i a t i o n i n t o m a n h o o d f o r o t h e r s . 

In V i n c e n t ' s c a s e , t h e w a r w a s b o t h an o p p o r t u n i t y to 

e s c a p e f r o m t h e s t i f l i n g r o u t i n e of s c h o o l and a c a l l to 

g l o r y . H o w e v e r , if he b e g a n h i s j o u r n e y i n t o w a r l i k e an 

u r b a n Tom S a w y e r d r e a m i n g of g l o r y , b r a s s b a n d s , a n d " m e m o r -
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a b l e c r u s a d e s , " he w o u l d l e a v e F r a n c e h u m b l e d and d e e p e n e d 

by w h a t he s a w . H i s six m o n t h s in F r a n c e w o u l d , l i k e H u c k 



F i n n ' s m e t a p h o r i c r a f t , p r o v i d e him w i t h an e x c u r s i o n i n t o 

m a n k i n d ' s h e a r t of d a r k n e s s . L i k e T w a i n ' s r e s o u r c e f u l , f o o t -

l o o s e p r o t a g o n i s t , V i n c e n t l e f t h i s a d o l e s c e n c e b e h i n d . 

D e s p i t e h i s s e l f - d e s c r i b e d o p t i m i s m , he is s o m e h o w g a l v a n i z e d 

and t o u c h e d by t h e i n h u m a n i t y of t h e w a r . H i s e x p e r i e n c e s , 

a l w a y s m o r e s i g n i f i c a n t to h i m t h a n o t h e r s o u r c e s of e d u c a -

t i o n , is f u l l y a t t e n u a t e d by h i s w a r t i m e s e r v i c e . S e v e n t y 

y e a r s a f t e r h i s F r e n c h a c t i v e s e r v i c e , V i n c e n t r e m e m b e r e d 

m o s t v i v i d l y t h e men he had s e r v e d w i t h . O n e of t h e m , h i s 

b e s t f r i e n d R e n e D a r d e n n e , had b e e n k i l l e d in c o m b a t l e a v i n g 

a y o u n g w i f e and i n f a n t s o n . 

In s u m m a r y , V i n c e n t ' s s e r v i c e w i t h t h e F r e n c h b e g a n 

w i t h h i s t r a i n i n g in t h e P a r i s a r e a in t h e e a r l y s u m m e r of 

1 9 1 5 . F r o m s o m e r e p o r t e r s at t h e P a r i s o f f i c e of T h e New 

Y o r k H e r a l d , V i n c e n t l e a r n e d t h a t w h i l e he w a s t o o y o u n g 

to join t h e r e g u l a r F r e n c h a r m y , t h e F r e n c h Boy S c o u t s w e r e 

on a c t i v e s e r v i c e d o i n g c e r t a i n m i l i t a r y t a s k s . At B o y S c o u t 
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h e a d q u a r t e r s , " n e a r t h e r u e de F a u b o u r g S t . H o n o r e , " V i n c e n t 

e n l i s t e d and b e g a n a p e r i o d of t r a i n i n g . A c c o r d i n g to h i s 

1 9 1 7 m e m o i r s , t h e s c o u t s w o r e t h e r e g u l a r B o y S c o u t u n i f o r m 

but p e r f o r m e d n o n - c o m b a t d u t i e s s u c h as R e d C r o s s w o r k , i n t e r -

p r e t i n g , and c a r r y i n g d i s p a t c h e s . T h e b o y s w e r e t a u g h t m i l i -

t a r y d i s c i p l i n e and r e c e i v e d w e a p o n s and d r i l l i n s t r u c t i o n . 

T h e F r e n c h s c o u t s w e r e b u i l t on L o r d R o b e r t S . S . B a d e n -

P o w e l l ' s B r i t i s h m o d e l w h i c h w a s b a s e d on t h e t r a d i t i o n of 
40 

m a n l y s e r v i c e and a n c i e n t c h i v a l r i c c o d e . 



A f t e r t r a i n i n g , V i n c e n t w a s a s s i g n e d to t h e A m i e n s and 

A r r a s s e c t o r s as a d i s p a t c h c o u r i e r w i t h t h e 3 9 t h F r e n c h 

i n f a n t r y d i v i s i o n . B i l l e t e d w i t h r e g u l a r i n f a n t r y r e g i -

m e n t s , t h e s c o u t s m i n g l e d w i t h the s o l d i e r s and r e c e i v e d 

t h e s a m e p a y , w h i c h V i n c e n t n o t e d i n c r e a s e d f r o m o n e c e n t 
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to f i v e c e n t s per day d u r i n g h i s s e r v i c e . F i n a l l y , V i n c e n t 

and a g r o u p of s c o u t s h e a d e d out f r o m P a r i s for t h e f r o n t 

to e v a c u a t e s o m e c a s u a l t i e s to be b r o u g h t to the L y c e e 

P a s t e u r . V i n c e n t ' s f i r s t r e a c t i o n to t h e r e a l i t i e s of w a r 

w a s s u b d u e d . 

How c l e a r l y a l l t h e h o r r o r s of w a r w e r e d e s c r i b e d 
on t h e f a c e s of t h o s e p o o r w o u n d e d s o l d i e r s . W h a t 
a s t o r y of p a i n and a g o n y t h e i r e y e s t o l d . . . . 
• n e of t h e m e n we c a r r i e d out w a s c r y i n g l i k e a 
b a b y . It t o u c h e d me ¡J^re t h a n I can s a y . I had 
s e l d o m see a m a n c r y . 

O t h e r s c e n e s f r o m V i n c e n t ' s w a r t i m e m e m o i r s e v o k e t h e 

c o l o r and c o m r a d e s h i p of y o u n g m e n s e r v i n g t o g e t h e r in a 

c o m m o n c a u s e . L i k e a s i m i l a r s c e n e f r o m E r i c h M a r i a 

R e m a r q u e ' s c l a s s i c A l l Q u i e t on t h e W e s t e r n F r o n t , V i n c e n t 

d e s c r i b e d a g r o u p of s o l d i e r s on a t r o o p t r a i n d i s c u s s i n g 

w h y t h e y f i g h t . 

A C a n a d i a n f e l l o w had s a i d t h a t it w a s a w a r of 
tea a g a i n s t b e e r , or b e e r a g a i n s t t e a - I d o n ' t 
r e m e m b e r w h i c h . He m e a n t to i m p l y t h a t t h e c o n f l i c t 
w a s b e t w e e n E n g l a n d and G e r m a n y . And u p o n our 
r e q u e s t , he g a v e us h i s d e f i n i t i o n of e v e r y im-
p o r t a n t b e l l i g e r e n t and n e u t r a l c o u n t r y . E n g l a n d , 
he t o l d u s , r e p r e s e n t s t e a ; F r a n c e r e p r e s e n t s ice-
c r e a m ; R u s s i a r e p r e s e n t s c a v i a r ; I t a l y r e p r e s e n t s 
b a n a n a s . B e e r is a s y m b o l of G e r m a n y ; V i e n n a r o l l s 
is a s y m b o l of A u s t r i a . " A n d how a b o u t l e s E t a t s 
U n i s ? " , I a s k e d . 

" T h e y a r e n o t e d for c h e w i n g g u m , " he r e p l i e d . 



S h e l l e d n e a r t h e t o w n of S t . P a t r i c e , V i n c e n t and h i s 

f r i e n d G a s t o n D i e m p r e p r o m i s e d to s t i c k " t o g e t h e r and be 

s t i l l c l o s e r f r i e n d s t h a n b e f o r e . " ^ T h e y a l s o l e a r n e d t h e 

c o d e t h a t c o m m o n s o l d i e r s no d o u b t h a v e l e a r n e d s i n c e t h e 

t i m e of C a e s a r , 'if o t h e r s c a n s t a n d i t , I can s t a n d it t o o ; 

if o t h e r s c a n do i t , I c a n do it t o o , I'm n o t any b e t t e r 

t h a n a n y o n e e l s e . A f t e r d e s c r i b i n g t h e b o m b e d o u t c i t y 

of A r r a s , V/incent e c h o e s t h e f u t i l i t y of w a r . T h e m e n s i n g , 

" w e ' r e h e r e b e c a u s e w e ' r e h e r e , b e c a u s e w e ' r e h e r e , b e c a u s e 

w e ' r e h e r e . . . b u t as to t h e r e a l p u r p o s e w h o k n e w ? 

Did a n y b o d y k n o u i ? " ^ 

O n c e in h i s p e r m a n e n t b i l l e t n e a r t h e f r o n t , V i n c e n t 

o b s e r v e d t h a t t h e " p o i l u s " f r o m t h e t r e n c h e s a r e a b r e e d 

a p a r t . 

We n o t e at o n c e t h e i r s i m p l i c i t y of t a l k i n g . T r e n c h 
l i f e m u s t h a v e m a d e t h e m s i m p l e . S i m p l e and c h e e r -
f u l . T h e y w e r e l i k e c h i l d r e n . . . l a u g h i n g a b o u t 
t r i f l e s . ^ J h e y t o l d a w f u l s t o r i e s a m i d s t h i l a r i o u s 
l a u g h t e r . 

S o o n V i n c e n t w a s d e l i v e r i n g d i s p a t c h e s w i t h h i s p a r t n e r 

R e n e D a r d e n n e on a P e u g e o t m o t o r c y c l e . H i s f r e q u e n t v i s i t s 

to B r i t i s h p o s t s in t h e a r e a b r o u g h t him i n t o c o n t a c t w i t h 

t h e " T o m m i e s " w h o s e talk m a d e him h o m e s i c k . On a m i s s i o n 

to the B r i t i s h h e a d q u a r t e r s , he saw F i e l d M a r s h a l l Sir J o h n 

F r e n c h and w a s i m p r e s s e d by h i s s i m p l e k h a k i u n i f o r m in con-

t r a s t to t h e d e c o r a t i v e F r e n c h o f f i c e r s ' g a r b . He d e t a i l e d 

t h e r e s u l t s of a b a s e b a l l g a m e w h i c h he i n s t i g a t e d b e t w e e n 

h i s F r e n c h s c o u t s and s o m e B r i t i s h s o l d i e r s . R e l y i n g on 



h i s C a n a d i a n p l a y e r s , V i n c e n t r e p o r t e d a 15 to 14 v i c t o r y . 

In one e x c i t i n g a s s i g n m e n t , V i n c e n t d e l i v e r e d a d i s p a t c h 

v i a a i r p l a n e and g o t a p a n o r a m i c v i e w of n o - m a n ' s - l a n d f r o m 

the a i r . 

D u r i n g t h e l a t e s u m m e r , V i n c e n t r e p o r t e d t h a t an o f f e n -

s i v e ^ ^ w a s r u m o r e d . E x p e c t i n g l a r g e n u m b e r s of G e r m a n p r i s -

o n e r s , t h e F r e n c h i n c r e a s e d t h e n u m b e r of i n t e r p r e t e r s in 

t h e s e c t o r . S i n c e s c o u t s , w h o w e r e b i l i n g u a l , w e r e e l i g i b l e 

for t h i s d u t y and s i n c e he w a s f l u e n t in G e r m a n - V i n c e n t 
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v o l u n t e e r e d . V i n c e n t " h a d t h i s job for s e v e r a l w e e k s " 
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b u t f e a r e d t h a t he " h a d t o o m u c h of a G e r m a n a c c e n t " w h i c h 

m a d e him a p p e a r s u s p i c i o u s to h i s s u p e r i o r s . A f t e r t h e 

" d r i v e " l o s t m o m e n t u m , V i n c e n t r e t u r n e d to h i s old u n i t b u t 

d i s c o v e r e d t h a t R e n e D a r d e n n e had b e e n k i l l e d in b a t t l e . 

S h a k e n by t h e l o s s , V i n c e n t w a s s o o n t r a n s f e r r e d to a 

" c o l o n i a l " r e g i m e n t f u r t h e r s o u t h and b a d e f a r e w e l l to h i s 

o t h e r c o m p a n i o n , G a s t o n D i m p r e . H i s m e m o i r s r e v e a l h i s s e n s e 

of i s o l a t i o n and l o s s : 

On my w a y s o u t h , I s a i d to m y s e l f : B o t h a r e l o s t 
to me now - R e n e and G a s t o n : the two b e s t f r i e n d s 
I h a d . How m a n y a i r c a s t l e s I b u i l t , and how o f t e n 
I had s e e n R e n e a n d G a s t o n a f t e r t h e w a r , b a c k 
in A m e r i c a w i t h m e . I f e l t t h e i r l o s s k e e n l y -
m o r e t h a n I c a n e x p r e s s g^« • ^ n e v e r saw or h e a r d 

f r o m G a s t o n D i m p r e a g a i n . 

A f t e r s e r v i n g f o r a t i m e w i t h t h e c o l o r f u l F r e n c h 

c o l o n i a l u n i t , V i n c e n t w a s w o u n d e d en r o u t e to a n o t h e r a s s i g n -

m e n t . K n o c k e d u n c o n s c i o u s by an a r t i l l e r y b l a s t , he a w o k e 

in a f i e l d h o s p i t a l w i t h s h r a p n e l w o u n d s in h i s l e f t leg 



and a b r o k e n r i g h t a r m . In h i s 1 9 1 7 m e m o i r s , V i n c e n t 

c l a i m e d to h a v e b e e n t r e a t e d at t h e E n g l i s h h o s p i t a l at 

D u n k i r k . He a l s o s p o k e of f a l l i n g in l o v e w i t h h i s n u r s e , 

R e g i n a G r a v e s , b u t t h i s m a y h a v e b e e n an e m b e l l i s h m e n t s i n c e 

he n e v e r s p o k e of t h i s in s u b s e q u e n t i n t e r v i e w s . W h a t is 

s u p p o r t e d by f a c t is t h a t V i n c e n t w a s a r r e s t e d u p o n h i s 

d i s c h a r g e f r o m t h e m i l i t a r y h o s p i t a l and c h a r g e d w i t h b e i n g 

a G e r m a n s p y . 

H i s m a s t e r y of t h e G e r m a n l a n g u a g e had c a u s e d s u s p i c i o n , 

b u t it w a s h i s d e l i r i o u s r a m b l i n g s in G e r m a n w h i l e In t h e 

h o s p i t a l t h a t p l a c e d him in j e o p a r d y . H i s e x p l a n a t i o n of 

how he got to F r a n c e w i t h o u t o f f i c i a l p a p e r s f u r t h e r com-

p o u n d e d h i s p r o b l e m s ; V i n c e n t w r y l y n o t e d t h a t t h e i n t e r -

r o g a t i n g o f f i c e r e v e n o b s e r v e d t h a t he l o o k e d G e r m a n : " T h e y 

e v e n said I had a s q u a r e h e a d . " V i n c e n t w a s t a k e n to t h e 

A m e r i c a n c o n s u l in B o u l o g n e , but r e c e i v e d no h e l p f r o m t h e 

c o n s u l a r a g e n t w h o s p o k e no E n g l i s h . I m p r i s o n e d w i t h o t h e r 

s u s p i c i o u s d e t a i n e e s , V i n c e n t s p e n t t h r e e m o n t h s at t h e " H o t e l 

M i l i t a i r e " at B o u l o g n e u n t i l h i s r e l e a s e in l a t e D e c e m b e r , 

1 9 1 5 . 

W h i l e a w a i t i n g h i s c o u r t m a r t i a l , V i n c e n t m e t s o m e fas-

c i n a t i n g c h a r a c t e r s in t h e m i l i t a r y p r i s o n . S o m e , l i k e h i m , 

w e r e w r o n g l y a c c u s e d of e s p i o n a g e ; o t h e r s w e r e r e a l s p i e s . 

O n e of t h e m w a s a " M y s t e r i o u s J o h n s o n " w h o c l a i m e d to be 
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t h e b a s t a r d son of t h e l a t e A u s t r i a n E m p e r o r . ' A n o t h e r 

w a s M o n s i e u r M a r s h a l l w h o w a s a c c u s e d of b e i n g t h e G e r m a n 

57 
spy r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e s i n k i n g of t h e L u s i t a n i a . An 



a r i s t o c r a t i c E n g l i s h m a n w h o w a s m i s t a k e n f o r t h e c h i e f of 

t h e G e r m a n spy s y s t e m , had an u n l i m i t e d s u p p l y of g o l d 

s o v e r e i g n s and o r d e r e d o u t for e x p e n s i v e m e a l s and w i n e . 

As l/incent s a i d s e v e n t y y e a r s l a t e r , "I had chow de l u x e 
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in p r i s o n b e c a u s e I w a s a f r i e n d of t h i s g u y . " 

T h e r e w a s a l s o t h e c a s e of P e t e r T h e i s e n , a G e r m a n s p y , 

w h o a s k e d l/incent to d e l i v e r a m e s s a g e to C o u n t von 

B e r n s t o r f f , t h e G e r m a n a m b a s s a d o r in W a s h i n g t o n . T h e i s e n 

w a n t e d von B e r n s t o r f f to n e g o t i a t e h i s r e l e a s e in e x c h a n g e 

for t h e r e l e a s e of B u r g o m a s t e r A d o l p h e Max of B r u s s e l s by 

t h e G e r m a n s . As V i n c e n t n o t e d : 

If t h e d e a l did n o t go t h r o u g h , Max w a s to be s h o t . 
I g u e s s T h e i s e n t h o u g h t he w a s a p r e t t y v a l u a b l e 
spy and t h a t t h e G e r m a n g o v e r n m e n t w a s e a g e r to 
g e t h i m b a c k . 

A f t e r h i s e v e n t u a l r e t u r n to A m e r i c a , V i n c e n t r e p o r t e d t h e 

o v e r t u r e to t h e A s s i s t a n t U . S . A t t o r n e y , H a r o l d A . C o n t e n t , 

in New Y o r k C i t y . 

V i n c e n t ' s r e t u r n to T h e U n i t e d S t a t e s w a s f i n a l l y s e c u r e d 

a f t e r S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e R o b e r t L a n s i n g w a s a b l e to v e r i f y 

t h a t the y o u t h w a s i n d e e d an A m e r i c a n w h o had run a w a y f r o m 

s c h o o l . A m o n g t h e d o c u m e n t s in V i n c e n t ' s s c r a p b o o k s a r e t e l e -

g r a m s f r o m R o b e r t L a n s i n g to h i s p a r e n t s and a F r e n c h " L a i s e e z -

P a s s e r d a t e d D e c e m b e r , 1 9 1 5 . A t e l e g r a m f r o m S e c r e t a r y L a n s i n g 

to V i n c e n t ' s m o t h e r s t a t e s t h a t V i n c e n t " s a i l e d f o r New Y o r k 

6 0 

on s t e a m s h i p T o u r a i n e " on D e c e m b e r t w e n t y - f i f t h . 

In c o n t r a s t to h i s v o y a g e on t h e A d r i a t i c , t h e t r i p on 

t h e T o u r a i n e w a s in s t e e r a g e . A c c o m p a n i e d by f i v e S p a n i s h 



l a b o r e r s , V i n c e n t m u s t h a v e r e f l e c t e d u p o n t h e m e a n n e s s of 

h i s s i t u a t i o n . He k n e w t h a t t h e r e w o u l d be no w e l c o m e h o m e 

p a r a d e for h i m . He w a s , d e s p i t e h i s a d v e n t u r e s , now n o t h i n g 

m o r e t h a n a s c h o o l d r o p - o u t . H i s d e l i g h t at e n t e r i n g New 

York H a r b o r w a s r e d u c e d by t h e i n d i g n i t y of h a v i n g to p a s s 

t h r o u g h i m m i g r a t i o n i n s p e c t i o n at E l l i s I s l a n d . " B r o k e , 
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t i r e d , and h u n g r y , " V i n c e n t w a s l i c e r i d d e n and d o w n c a s t . 

He c o u l d n o t go h o m e in t h a t c o n d i t i o n . F o r b e t t e r or w o r s e , 

V i n c e n t w a s on h i s own in t h e t o w n w h i c h had o n c e c o n s i d e r e d 

him o n e of its m o s t p r o m i s i n g s o n s . 

W h i l e h i s n i n e m o n t h s in E u r o p e m i g h t n o t c o n s t i t u t e 

an o f f i c i a l w a n d e r , j a h r , h i s w a r s e r v i c e did m a r k a r i t e of 

p a s s a g e . V i n c e n t had p l a n n e d an e s c a p e f r o m s c h o o l , and 

it had w o r k e d . H i s e x p e r i e n c e s in F r a n c e h a d m a d e him i n t o 

a man by a n y t r a d i t i o n a l s t a n d a r d of m e a s u r e m e n t . He had 

been r e s p o n s i b l e to b o t h h i s o w n p r i n c i p l e s and t h e h i g h e r 

c a l l i n g of w o r l d e v e n t s . T h e r e c o u l d be no t u r n i n g b a c k , 

no g o i n g h o m e a g a i n . T h e r e s t of h i s l i f e w o u l d be w h a t 

he w o u l d m a k e of i t . As 1 9 1 5 b e g a n , R o b e r t V i n c e n t m i g h t 

be d o w n and o u t in New Y o r k C i t y , b u t he w a s h i s own m a n . 
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A l o n e and b r o k e , R o b e r t V i n c e n t m u s t h a v e f a c e d the 

c o l d of J a n u a r y , 1 9 1 6 w i t h t h e r e a l i z a t i o n t h a t he c o u l d 

n o t go h o m e , for a n u m b e r of g o o d r e a s o n s . He had f a i l e d 

to m a k e a s u c c e s s of s c h o o l , b u t m o r e s i g n i f i c a n t l y , h i s 

w a r e x p e r i e n c e s s e p a r a t e d him e v e n f u r t h e r f r o m h i s p a r e n t s . 

He had not v i n d i c a t e d G r a n d f a t h e r B l o c h ' s s u p p o r t in s e n d i n g 

him to p r e p s c h o o l . T h u s g o i n g h o m e to m o t h e r w o u l d be a 

t a c i t s i g n of d e f e a t . As for h i s f a t h e r ' s h o m e in B o s t o n , 

it w a s - he w r o t e - " t h e l a s t p l a c e I w a n t e d to go.""'" T h e 

h a r d f a c t w a s t h a t V i n c e n t had no h o m e , e x c e p t t h e c i t y w h i c h 

he knew so w e l l . T h e g l o r y t h a t he had s o u g h t in w a r e l u d e d 

h i m , yet in R o b e r t V i n c e n t t h e r e w e r e s t r o n g s u r v i v a l in-

s t i n c t s . 

R a i s i n g s o m e m o n e y w a s h i s f i r s t p r i o r i t y , so V i n c e n t 

w a l k e d " w a y d o w n t o w n . . . to the F r e n c h C o n s u l a t e " n e a r 
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t h e B a t t e r y . S h o w i n g t h e c o n s u l h i s l a i s s e z - P a s s e r , he 

h o p e d to get s o m e q u i c k m o n e y to t i d e him o v e r for t h e n e x t 

few d a y s . Y e t , a f t e r t e l l i n g him t h e s t o r y and a n s w e r i n g 

d o z e n s of q u e s t i o n s a b o u t h i s e x p e r i e n c e s and the c o n d i t i o n 



of F r e n c h t o w n s , t h e c o n s u l g a v e V i n c e n t a q u a r t e r and t o l d 

him to buy h i m s e l f a good meal."' 

D i s g u s t e d , V i n c e n t l e f t t h e o f f i c e b u t w a s a p p r o a c h e d 

by a m a n w h o m u s t h a v e l i s t e n e d to p a r t of t h e c o n v e r s a t i o n . 

T h e man w a s a r e p o r t e r for T h e New Y o r k A m e r i c a n , and he 

o f f e r e d V i n c e n t s e v e n t y - f i v e d o l l a r s in c a s h for t h e s t o r y 

of h i s a d v e n t u r e s in F r a n c e . A f t e r p r o c e e d i n g to the n e w s -

p a p e r o f f i c e n e a r t h e e l e v a t e d t r a i n s at P e a r l S t r e e t , V i n c e n t 

r e l a t e d h i s t a l e . A f t e r t a l k i n g for m o r e t h a n an h o u r and 

h a v i n g h i s p i c t u r e t a k e n , V i n c e n t r e c e i v e d t h e a g r e e d u p o n 

sum and w e n t to t h e B o w e r y w h e r e he b o u g h t a new s u i t of 

c l o t h e s , a t e an a m p l e d i n n e r , and p u r c h a s e d s o m e " b l u e o i n t -

m e n t " to c o m b a t h i s bad c a s e of l i c e . As he w r o t e , " t h a t 

n i g h t I s l e p t at F l e i s c h m a n n ' s T u r k i s h B a t h s at S i x t h A v e n u e 

and 4 2 n d S t r e e t and s t e a m e d all t h e i m p u r i t i e s of t h e old 

w o r l d out of m e . " ^ 

N a i v e l y a s s u m i n g t h a t t h e n e w s r o o m w o u l d h o n o r h i s re-

q u e s t n o t to p r i n t t h e s t o r y u n t i l a l a t e r d a t e , V i n c e n t 

w a s s u r p r i s e d to p i c k up an e d i t i o n of T h e A m e r i c a n and s e e 

h i s p i c t u r e on t h e f r o n t p a g e u n d e r t h e h e a d l i n e " W A R R I O R 

OF 16 B A C K , F E A R S S P A N K I N G . " 5 H a v i n g a s s u r e d h i s r o l e as 

t h e p r o d i g a l s o n , V i n c e n t m i g h t a l s o h a v e s e n s e d t h a t t h i s 

p u b l i c i t y m i g h t s o m e d a y h a v e i t s p o s i t i v e b e n e f i t s . A w a r e 

of t h e i m p o r t a n c e of s e l f - p r o m o t i o n s i n c e h i s d a y s as " t h e 

boy e d i t o r , " V i n c e n t w a s f o r m u l a t i n g p l a n s for the f u t u r e . 

^ i r s t t h e r e w e r e s o m e p r a c t i c a l m a t t e r s to a t t e n d t o . 

T a k i n g up l o d g i n g in t h e new B r o o k l y n C e n t r a l Y . M . C . A . , he 



d e c i d e d t h a t he w o u l d not c o n t a c t e i t h e r of h i s p a r e n t s for 

the t i m e b e i n g . N e x t t h e r e w a s the m a t t e r of e m p l o y m e n t . 

V i n c e n t o b t a i n e d a j o b s t a i n i n g c h u r c h w i n d o w s for a c o m p a n y 

g 

on E a s t 13th S t r e e t . T h e r e w e r e a l s o t h e u s u a l d i v e r s i o n s 

of a y o u n g m a n r e c e n t l y r e t u r n e d f r o m the w a r s . At the o f f i c e 

of the U n i t e d S t a t e s A t t o r n e y , V i n c e n t m e t a s e c r e t a r y n a m e d 

F l o M u r r a y . 

V i n c e n t had g o n e to t h e o f f i c e of A s s i s t a n t U n i t e d S t a t e s 

A t t o r n e y H a r o l d A . C o n t e n t to r e p o r t w h a t he k n e w of t h e 

P e t e r T h e i s e n spy c a s e . W h i l e at t h e o f f i c e , V i n c e n t not 

o n l y i m p r e s s e d M r . C o n t e n t w i t h h i s s t o r y b u t c h a r m e d M i s s 

M u r r a y w i t h w h o m he b e g a n a b r i e f r o m a n c e . V i n c e n t v i s i t e d 

C o n t e n t l a t e r t h a t s u m m e r w h e n t h e a t t o r n e y w a s at F l o w e r 

H o s p i t a l w i t h a h i p i n f e c t i o n . L e t t e r s f r o m F l o M u r r a y f r o m 

t h i s p e r i o d i n c l u d e o n e coy p o s t - s c r i p t a d d e d to a t y p e d 

t h a n k you n o t e to V i n c e n t f r o m C o n t e n t f o r a b o o k V i n c e n t 
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had b r o u g h t h i m . In a l e t t e r to V i n c e n t d a t e d S e p t e m b e r 

6 , 1 9 1 6 , M i s s M u r r a y j o k e d t h a t V i n c e n t is a " t u r n c o a t 

. . . s e r v i n g in t h e F r e n c h a r m y and t h e n w o r k i n g for a D u t c h -
g 

m a n . " T h e r e f e r e n c e is to t h e s t a i n e d g l a s s c o m p a n y w h i c h 

w a s o w n e d by a G e r m a n . T h e l e t t e r a l s o g i v e s s o m e i n d i c a t i o n 

t h a t V i n c e n t had b i g p l a n s . M i s s M u r r a y c a u t i o n e d him n o t 

to "do a n y t h i n g r e c k l e s s ; if you t a k e a s t u d i o on G r a m e r c y 
g 

P a r k , y o u ' l l be s p e n d i n g a l l y o u r s a l a r y on r e n t . " 

S h o w i n g r e a l s i g n s of b e c o m i n g a man a b o u t t o w n , V i n c e n t 

s o o n g a v e up h i s G r a m e r c y P a r k d r e a m s and a g a i n r e t u r n e d 

to the w a r z o n e . As the G e r m a n t h r e a t to a l l i e d s h i p p i n g 



s p r e a d to A m e r i c a n s h i p s , the m e r c h a n t m a r i n e b e g a n to o u t f i t 

s o m e of t h e i r s h i p s w i t h gun c r e w s . V i n c e n t w r o t e the I n t e r -

n a t i o n a l M e r c a n t i l e M a r i n e C o m p a n y a b o u t v o l u n t e e r i n g for 

a gun c r e u . ^ H o w e v e r , on the 9 t h of S e p t e m b e r he s h i p p e d 

o u t as an a s s i s t a n t b u t c h e r a b o a r d the S . S . P h i l a d e l p h i a 

b o u n d for L i v e r p o o l , E n g l a n d . It is n o t k n o w n w h y he l e f t 

w h e n he d i d , t h o u g h it w a s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of V i n c e n t to a c t 

on impulse."'""'" P e r h a p s M i s s M u r r a y ' s s o l i c i t o u s l e t t e r of 

o n l y t h r e e d a y s b e f o r e had g i v e n c a u s e for c o n c e r n . 
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C e r t i f i c a t e s of d i s c h a r g e r e v e a l t h a t V i n c e n t l a n d e d 

at L i v e r p o o l on S e p t e m b e r 18 and s p e n t f i v e d a y s t h e r e b e f o r e 

t h e P h i l a d e l p h i a s a i l e d back to New York a r r i v i n g on O c t o b e r 

1 . On the r e t u r n t r i p V i n c e n t w a s p r o m o t e d out of t h e s h i p ' s 

c o l d s t o r a g e to an a s s i s t a n t s t e w a r d ' s j o b . W h i l e it is 

p o s s i b l e t h a t a d v e n t u r e m i g h t h a v e b e e n t h e m o t i v a t i o n for 

t h i s b r i e f p e r i o d as a s e a m a n in the U - b o a t i n f e s t e d N o r t h 

A t l a n t i c , it is m o r e l i k e l y t h a t the W h i t e S t a r L i n e s had 

b e e n d u n n i n g V i n c e n t for t h e p r i c e of h i s u n a u t h o r i z e d t r i p 

to E n g l a n d on the A d r i a t i c the p r e v i o u s y e a r . ^ 

U p o n h i s r e t u r n f r o m s e a , V i n c e n t r e s u m e d l i v i n g at 

the B r o o k l y n "Y" and h i r e d on as a c o p y b o y on the n i g h t s h i f t 

at T h e New Y o r k A m e r i c a n , a H e a r s t p a p e r . ^ A l w a y s a m b i t i o u s 

and p e r h a p s c r a m p e d by h i s six d o l l a r a w e e k s a l a r y , V i n c e n t 

t o l d the s t o r y of h i s w a r t i m e e x p l o i t s to h i s s u p e r i o r on 

T h e A m e r i c a n , M r . J . W i l l i c o m b e . A l e t t e r of i n t r o d u c t i o n 

f r o m W i l l i c o m b e to a f r i e n d on T h e New Y o r k W o r l d S u n d a y 

M a g a z i n e d a t e d O c t o b e r 2 8 , 1916 r e v e a l s t h a t V i n c e n t had 



l o s t no t i m e in p o l i s h i n g h i s p r o m o t i o n a l s k i l l s . W r i t t e n 

o n l y t h r e e w e e k s a f t e r V i n c e n t had s i g n e d on at T h e A m e r i c a n , 

Uii 11 i c o m b e ' s l e t t e r o u t l i n e s the s t o r y t h a t h i s new c o p y 

boy had t o l d him a b o u t r u n n i n g a w a y to s e r v e in F r a n c e as 

a d i s p a t c h c o u r i e r . P o i n t i n g o u t t h a t "he m i g h t h a v e a g o o d 

S u n d a y m a g a z i n e s t o r y " a b o u t t h e s e e x p e r i e n c e s , lilillicombe 

e v e n s u g g e s t s t h a t "if you c a n n o t u s e t h e s t o r y you m i g h t 
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h a v e a b e t t e r job for him a r o u n d y o u r e s t a b l i s h m e n t . " 

F i n a l l y , a t t e s t i n g to V/incent's a b i l i t y to m a k e a g o o d im-

p r e s s i o n , the l e t t e r a l l u d e s to s o m e of V i n c e n t ' s r e c e n t 

c r e a t i v e w r i t i n g . 

He Is an u t t e r s t r a n g e r to me e x c e p t i n g for the 
l i t t l e w h i l e he h a s b e e n a r o u n d h e r e and I am f r a n k 
to say t h a t he has m a d e such a g o o d i m p r e s s i o n 
on me t h a t I w o u l d l i k e to be a b l e to h e l p h i m 
g e t a l o n g . If you can do n o t h i n g e l s e you m i g h t 
be a b l e to a d v i s e him in the d i r e c t i o n of g e t t i n g 
rid of s o m e of the s t u f f he h a s w r i t t e n ; e s p e c i a l l y 
w i t h r e f e r e n c e to o n e s t o r y , THE H O U S E T H ^ J J A C K 
D I D NOT B U I L D , w h i c h s e e m s to h a v e merit." 

D u r i n g the a u t u m n of 1 9 1 6 , V i n c e n t c o n t i n u e d to w o r k 

at T h e A m e r i c a n a n d b e g a n to w r i t e t h e a r t i c l e he h o p e d w o u l d 

be a c c e p t e d at T h e W o r l d . On D e c e m b e r 2 1 , a l e t t e r f r o m 

J o h n O ' H a r a C o s g r o v e - e d i t o r of T h e W o r l d S u n d a y e d i t i o n 

- a r r i v e d . C o s g r o v e i n d i c a t e d i n t e r e s t in the p i e c e and 

s u g g e s t e d t h a t V i n c e n t c o m e to the e d i t o r i a l o f f i c e to m a k e 
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" w h a t e v e r a l t e r a t i o n s a r e c o n s i d e r e d n e c e s s a r y . " Y e t , 

C o s g r o v e w a s so s k e p t i c a l of the t a l e , t h a t he c h e c k e d 

V i n c e n t ' s c r e d e n t i a l s w i t h a m u t u a l a c q u a i n t a n c e , Ray B r o w n , 
18 

w h o had r e m e m b e r e d V i n c e n t f r o m h i s B o y s ' P a p e r d a y s . 



On J a n u a r y 1 1 , C o s g r o u e w r o t e V i n c e n t t h a t "we a r e u s i n g 

t h e s t o r y , and a f t e r it is p r i n t e d you can get the m o n e y 

19 
for i t . " T h e m o n e y w a s , V i n c e n t r e c a l l e d s e v e n t y y e a r s 

l a t e r , to r e i m b u r s e T h e W h i t e S t a r L i n e w h i c h w a s p r e s s u r i n g 
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h i s f a m i l y for p a y m e n t . 

E n t i t l e d " T h e Boy W h o P l a y e d H o o k e y to See T h e W a r , " 

V i n c e n t ' s a r t i c l e is p r e f a c e d w i t h an e d i t o r i a l c o m m e n t t h a t 

" t h i s Is t h e s t o r y of a h e a l t h y , r u d d y - f a c e d y o u n g s t e r w h o 

c a r e d v e r y l i t t l e for s c h o o l and a g r e a t d e a l a b o u t a d v e n -
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t u r e . " T h e p i e c e is a s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d l y w r i t t e n a c c o u n t 

of V i n c e n t ' s o v e r s e a s a d v e n t u r e s , b u t i t s o p e n i n g p a r a g r a p h s 

r e v e a l f r a n k l y w h a t the boy had t h o u g h t of s c h o o l and w h a t 

s c h o o l and the a d u l t s in h i s l i f e had t h o u g h t of h i m . 

W h e n t h e w a r b r o k e o u t in 1 9 1 4 , I w a s a h i g h s c h o o l 
s t u d e n t , and I u s e d to day d r e a m so m u c h a b o u t 
w h a t w a s g o i n g on in E u r o p e t h a t I g o t h o p e l e s s l y 
b e h i n d in my s t u d i e s . My t e a c h e r s t h o u g h t I w a s 
a d u n c e ; my p a r e n t s t h o u g h t and a c t e d at the s a m e 
t i m e . B u t I d o n ' t t h i n k I w a s as s t u p i d as t h e y 
c o n s i d e r e d m e . I ' l l h a v e to a d m i t , t h o u g h t , t h a t 
I w a s no s h a r k at my s t u d i e s , b e c a u s e I had a l w a y s 
had t h e h a b i t of t h i n k i n g a g r e a t d e a l , and w h e n 
a boy t h i n k s , he g e n e r a l l y t h i n k s a b o u t s o m e t h i n g 
i n t e r e s t i n g , and I c o u l d n e v e r f i n d a n y t h i n g ^ i n -
t e r e s t i n g in the s c h o o l b o o k s t h e y g a v e m e . 

P u b l i s h e d for Its c u r r e n c y and h u m a n i n t e r e s t v a l u e , T h e 

W o r l d p i e c e w a s a l s o a p u b l i c m a n i f e s t o of V i n c e n t ' s a d o l e s -

c e n t f r u s t r a t i o n . By t o d a y ' s s t a n d a r d s , V i n c e n t w o u l d be 

c o n s i d e r e d a c l a s s i c u n d e r a c h i e v e r or a " g i f t e d " s t u d e n t 

u n c h a l l e n g e d by t h e s t a n d a r d c u r r i c u l u m . H o w e v e r , in 1 9 1 4 

the b o y w a s an i n c o r r i g i b l e d r e a m e r w h o had f a i l e d to f a c e 

up to t h e d e m a n d s of s o c i e t y to c o n f o r m to t h e n a r r o w d i c t a t e s 



of its e d u c a t i o n a l s y s t e m . V i n c e n t ' s w a r t i m e o d y s s e y w a s 

in l a r g e p a r t a g a m b l e to w i n a c c e p t a n c e b o t h f r o m h i s p a r e n t s 

a n d t h e w o r l d at l a r g e . H i s a r t i c l e in T h e W o r l d w a s the 

f i n a l p a g e in the f r u s t r a t i n g s t o r y of h i s a d o l e s c e n c e . 

S t i l l w o r k i n g as a c o p y b o y and b o r e d w i t h a r o u t i n e 

t h a t w a s b r o k e n o n l y by w e e k l y t r i p s to t h e r e s i d e n c e of 

W i l l i a m R a n d o l p h H e a r s t to d e l i v e r w e e k l y e d i t o r i a l c o p y , 

V/incent w a s l o o k i n g for new o p p o r t u n i t i e s a n d , f r a n k l y , a 

w a y to c a p i t a l i z e on t h e f r e s h n o t o r i e t y f r o m T h e W o r l d s t o r y . 

O n e day w h i l e p a s s i n g T i m e s S q u a r e and w a l k i n g up B r o a d w a y , 

V i n c e n t " l i n g e r e d in f r o n t of the flstor T h e a t e r " b e t w e e n 

4 5 t h and 4 6 t h S t r e e t s . N o t i c i n g a b i l l i n g for a m u s i c a l 

s h o w c a l l e d " H e r S o l d i e r B o y , " he e n t e r e d the t h e a t e r . T h e 

p l a c a r d o u t s i d e t h e t h e a t e r i n d i c a t e d t h a t t h i s w a s a w a r 

p l a y s t a r r i n g C l i f t o n C r a w f o r d . T h e c a s t i n c l u d e d B e t h L y d y , 

A d e l e R o w l a n d , A1 M c W i l l i a m s , a n d J o h n C h a r l e s T h o m a s . T h e 
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m u s i c w a s c o m p o s e d by S i g m u n d R o m b e r g . S t a g e d by the 

S c h u b e r t s , " H e r S o l d i e r B o y " w a s d e s c r i b e d in a f a v o r a b l e 

T i m e s r e v i e w as "a w a r t i m e p i e c e . . . t h a t p r o v e s to be 

o n e of t h e m o s t e n j o y a b l e m u s i c a l p l a y s to p a s s t h i s w a y 

in t h e l a s t f i v e s e a s o n s . " ^ F i l l e d w i t h w a r s o n g s l i k e 

" P a c k Up Y o u r T r o u b l e s " a n d " S o n g of H o m e , " t h e p l a y e v o k e d 

t h e g r o w i n g A m e r i c a n s y m p a t h y for t h e A l l i e d c a u s e . 

C a r r y i n g T h e W o r l d s t o r y , V i n c e n t e n t e r e d the s t a g e 

d o o r a n d a s k e d for C l i f t o n C r a w f o r d . T o l d by h i s J a p a n e s e 

v a l e t , R e o , t h a t C r a w f o r d w a s on s t a g e , V i n c e n t s h o w e d him 

t h e s t o r y . I m p r e s s e d , R e o i n t r o d u c e d V i n c e n t to t h e a c t o r 



a f t e r the m a t i n e e p e r f o r m a n c e . T h a t e v e n i n g , he d i n e d w i t h 

C l i f t o n C r a w f o r d and w o n a r o l e in the p l a y at a s a l a r y of 
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t w e n t y - f i v e d o l l a r s per w e e k . " O n c e a g a i n , V i n c e n t - w i t h o u t 

p o r t f o l i o or f o r m a l t r a i n i n g - had " c r a s h e d in" t h r o u g h h i s 

g i f t of p e r s o n a l c h a r m and a b i l i t y to t a k e r i s k s . U s i n g 

h i s war e x p e r i e n c e and p l a y i n g the a n g l e t h a t t h e r e m i g h t 

be s o m e p u b l i c i t y for the S c h u b e r t p r o d u c t i o n in h i r i n g h i m , 

l/incent o f f e r e d h i s s e r v i c e s to C r a w f o r d . As he r e m e m b e r e d 

"How m a n y in y o u r c h o r u s has seen a c t i o n o v e r s e a s ? " 
I a s k e d C l i f t o n C r a w f o r d . " W o u l d n ' t you l i k e to 
h a v e a v e t e r a n j u s t b a c k from the war z o n e in F r a n c e 
in the c a s t ? " 

And then I told him a l l a b o u t my e x p e r i e n c e s , 
a s k i n g M r . C r a w f o r d to find a p l a c e for me in t h e 
s h o w . He s e e m e d to l i k e me and p r o m i s e d to t a k e 
me o v e r to the S c h u b e r t o f f i c e s to s e e J a k e and 
L e e . T h e r e s u l t w a s t h a t I b e c a m e a y o u t h f u l 
B e l g i a n s o l d i e r at $ 2 5 a w e e k . -

It w a s a c a s e of art i m i t a t i n g l i f e . I s s u e d a u n i f o r m 

and g i v e n the l i n e " i t is a sad t h i n g for a m o t h e r to l e a r n 
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of the d e a t h of her s o n , " " V i n c e n t soon b e g a n a r o u t i n e 
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of " t w o m a t i n e e s and six e v e n i n g p e r f o r m a n c e s " a w e e k . 

A f f l u e n t by h i s f o r m e r s t a n d a r d s , he e n j o y e d h i s l i f e as 

an a c t o r and s t r u c k up a f r i e n d s h i p w i t h t h e w a r d r o b e a t t e n -

d a n t - M i n n i e E l l i s o n - t h o u g h he did not a p p r e c i a t e the 
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a t t e n t i o n s of s o m e of the c h o r u s b o y s . " T h e S c h u b e r t o f f i c e , 

of c o u r s e , s e n t f o r t h a s t e a d y s t r e a m of p u b l i c i t y e x p l o i t i n g 

V i n c e n t ' s c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t h e p l a y . V i n c e n t w a s " n a m e d cap-

t a i n of t h e k h a k i - c l a d m a l e s i n g e r s " k n o w n as the C r a w f o r d 



G u a r d . In a n o t h e r r e l e a s e V i n c e n t w a s " p a i n f u l l y b u r n e d 

S a t u r d a y by an e x p l o s i o n of p o w d e r in the p r o l o g u e p i e c e . 

UJhile s t i l l p l a y i n g in the c a s t of " H e r S o l d i e r R o y , " 

V i n c e n t w a s a v o l u n t e e r in " T h e F r i a r s ' F r o l i c , " an a l l - s t a r 

v a r i e t y show p r o d u c e d e a c h y e a r by t h e F r i a r s ' T h e a t r i c a l 

A s s o c i a t i o n at t h e i r c l u b h o u s e on 4 7 t h S t r e e t . T h e 1 9 1 7 

show w a s p r o d u c e d by F r a n k T i n n e y , s t a r of the c u r r e n t h i t , 

" T h e C e n t u r y G i r l . " A h e a d l i n e r w h o did c o m e d y and b l a c k -

f a c e h u m o r , T i n n e y m a d e in e x c e s s of $ 3 , 0 0 0 per w e e k d u r i n g 

t h e peak of t h e v a u d e v i l l e era.""'" A l t h o u g h V i n c e n t ' s r o l e 
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in " T h e F r i a r s ' F r o l i c " w a s s m a l l , he and F r a n k T i n n e y 

b e c a m e f r i e n d s . " A d o p t e d by his w i f e , E d n a , " V i n c e n t s p e n t 

v a r i o u s w e e k e n d s at T i n n e y ' s l a r g e h o m e in F r e e p o r t , L o n g 

I s l a n d . T h e r e and at t h e L I G H T S c l u b , an a c t o r ' s c o u n t r y 

c l u b n e a r F r e e p o r t , ^ V i n c e n t met m a n y of T i n n e y ' s t h e a t r i c a l 

f r i e n d s i n c l u d i n g G e o r g e M . C o h a n , V i c t o r M o o r e , H a r r y v o n 

T i l z e r , and B e r t L e i g h t o n . V i n c e n t n o t e d t h a t he w a s , to 

h i s a n n o y a n c e , a l w a y s i n t r o d u c e d as " t h i s b o y , w h o ' s s e e n 

a c t i v e s e r v i c e in F r a n c e . " ^ 

On one s u c h w e e k e n d a f t e r t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s had e n t e r e d 

t h e w a r , V i n c e n t w a s p r e s e n t w h e n G e o r g e M . C o h a n p l a y e d 

a new c o m p o s i t i o n w h i c h he had w r i t t e n to c a p t u r e t h e new 

w a r t i m e s p i r i t . T h i s i n c i d e n t b e c a m e o n e of V i n c e n t ' s f a v o r -

i t e a n e c d o t e s : 

On one o c c a s i o n I h e a r d G e o r g e M . C o h a n s e a t e d 
at t h e p i a n o in o n e of the c l u b r o o m s , s u r r o u n d e d 
by an a d m i r i n g a u d i e n c e , s i n g i n g h i s new w a r s o n g 
" O v e r T h e r e . " E d n a T i n n e y s a i d she d i d n ' t l i k e 
i t , t h a t it w o u l d n e v e r b e c o m e a h i t , t h e r e w a s n ' t 



e n o u g h v a r i e t y to t h e m e l o d y and t h a t it s o u n d e d 
m o r e l i k e a b u g l e c a l l than a s o n g . 

F r a n k T i n n e y ' s i n t e r e s t in V i n c e n t ' s w a r s t o r i e s p r o v e d 

to be m o r e t h a n p a s s i n g . On M a r c h 13th T i n n e y and V i n c e n t 

s i g n e d a c o n t r a c t a u t h o r i z i n g V i n c e n t to w r i t e h i s m e m o i r s 

3 6 

w i t h the f i n a n c i a l b a c k i n g of the c o m e d i a n . T h e c o n t r a c t 

c a l l e d for V i n c e n t to " v e r a c i o u s l y [ s i c ] n a r r a t e " h i s w a r 

a d v e n t u r e s " i n as i n t e r e s t i n g , g r a p h i c , f o r c i b l e , and t h r i l l -

ing a m a n n e r and s t y l e " as he w a s c a p a b l e o f . V i n c e n t w o u l d 

draw t w e n t y d o l l a r s per w e e k a g a i n s t f u t u r e p r o f i t s and w a s 

to h a v e c o m p l e t e d the book by J u n e 1 2 , 1 9 1 7 . T i n n e y ' s e n t h u -

s i a s m for t h e p r o j e c t w a s s p u r r e d by t h e r e c e n t s u c c e s s of 

Guy E m p e y ' s w a r b o o k , O v e r T h e T o p . F o r t h e n e x t two m o n t h s 

V i n c e n t w o r k e d on the m a n u s c r i p t d u r i n g t h e day at the 

B r o o k l y n "Y" w h i l e s p e n d i n g h i s e v e n i n g s at the A s t o r T h e a t e r . 

P r e s i d e n t W i l s o n ' s w a r d e c l a r a t i o n on A p r i l 2 h a s t e n e d 

T i n n e y ' s a n x i e t y o v e r the p r o j e c t . On M a y 1 , he w r o t e f r o m 

F r e e p o r t , "of c o u r s e B o b b y , I do n o t e x p e c t you to do a n y t h i n g 

on the b o o k if y o u ' r e i l l , but I do h o p e y o u ' l l get w e l l 
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and s t r o n g a g a i n f o r y o u r own s a k e . " On May 1 3 , he w r o t e 

to c o m p l i m e n t V i n c e n t on a " g r e a t c h a p t e r " and e n c l o s e d h i s 

c h e c k w i t h n e w s t h a t he s e t t l e d a c o n t r a c t d i s p u t e w i t h the 
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m a n a g e m e n t of the C o c o n u t G r o v e " f o r $ 3 , 0 0 0 . " " " F r o m The 

New W i l l a r d H o t e l in W a s h i n g t o n , T i n n e y a s k e d " w h a t a b o u t 
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t h a t c h a p t e r you a l m o s t had f i n i s h e d a w e e k a g o ? " By J u n e 

2 5 t h , the d e a d l i n e had p a s s e d by T i n n e y w a s s t i l l e n c o u r a g i n g : 



I s h a l l c e r t a i n l y be g l a d t h a t y o u ' r e g o i n g to 
hav/e t h e w h o l e book f i n i s h e d by F r i d a y (am I r i g h t ? ) 
of t h i s w e e k . . . . I r e a l l y t h i n k you and I w i l l 
m a k e a g r e a t d e a l out of it - if we get it o u t 
q u i c k b e f o r e s o m e A m e r i c a n w r i t e s a b o o k "My 
E x p e r i e n c e s in F r a n c e w i t h an A m e r i c a n a r m y " 
. . . T h a t is w h a t we m u s t b e a t B o b b y £ g a n d we 
w i l l do it if we get t h e b o o k o u t N O W . 

V i n c e n t f i n i s h e d the b o o k by the b e g i n n i n g of J u l y , 

m o t i v a t e d - p e r h a p s - by h i s e n l i s t m e n t in t h e 2 3 r d i n f a n t r y 

r e g i m e n t of the (Mew Y o r k N a t i o n a l G u a r d b a s e d in B r o o k l y n . 

As d i s c u s s e d e a r l i e r , the m a n u s c r i p t is a d e t a i l e d a c c o u n t 

of V i n c e n t ' s a d v e n t u r e s in E n g l a n d and F r a n c e . T h e a c c o u n t 

c o n t a i n s s o m e d i s c r e p a n c i e s w i t h l a t e r v e r s i o n s of the s t o r y . 

F o r e x a m p l e , V i n c e n t w r o t e t h a t he w e n t to s c h o o l in New 

York and t h e n B o s t o n , w h e r e he " f l u n k e d in a l l my e x a m s " 

in F e b r u a r y , 1 9 1 5 . A l s o , t h e s h i p V i n c e n t took to E u r o p e 

is t h e A r a b i c r a t h e r t h a n the A d r i a t i c , and his d e p a r t u r e 
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d a t e is F e b r u a r y and not J u n e as in l a t e r v e r s i o n s . 

O b v i o u s l y t h e w o r k of an e i g h t e e n y e a r o l d , t h e m a n u -

s c r i p t is f i l l e d w i t h s l a n g . T h e f o o d w a s " p u n k y . " V i n c e n t 

f e l t p r e t t y " c h e s t y . " " G e e , " V i n c e n t r e m a r k s a b o u t h i s re-

g r e t f u l p u r c h a s e of t h e g r e e n g o o s e b e r r i e s , "I w a s m i g h t 

s o r r y I m a d e t h a t i n v e s t m e n t a f t e r w a r d s . " ^ Y e t , t h e r e a r e 

i n s i g h t f u l g l i m p s e s i n t o E n g l a n d at war w i t h t h o u g h t f u l , 

r e a l i s t i c d e s c r i p t i o n s of t h e p a s s i n g s c e n e . V i n c e n t , for 

e x a m p l e n o t i c e s t h e w e l l - d r e s s e d L o n d o n g e n t l e m e n w a l k i n g 

q u i e t l y w i t h t h e i r k h a k i - c l a d o f f i c e r s o n s in a p a r k . 

T h e r e in e a r l y e v e n i n g , f a t h e r s and s o n s w e r e 
s t r o l l i n g ; t h e y d i d n ' t s p e a k ; e a c h u n d e r s t o o d the 
o t h e r . I s u p p o s e b o t h w e r e c o n t e n t j u s t to be 



p e r r n i t t e ^ 2 o n c e m o r e to w a l k s i d e by s i d e . F a t h e r 
and s o n ! 

V i n c e n t ' s i n t e r i o r m o n o l o g u e s a r e o f t e n e f f e c t i v e , t h o u g h 

s o m e t i m e s f r a u g h t w i t h s u p e r p a t r i o t i c c l i c h e s . Y e t , as in 

t h i s e x a m p l e , V i n c e n t c o u l d be r e v e a l i n g and i n t r o s p e c t i v e . 

S h o r t l y I w o u l d be r i d i n g in j u s t s u c h a t r a i n , 
w i t h a k h a k i u n i f o r m o n , and b r a s s b u t t o n s w i t h 
a c r o w n and p u t t e e s and e v e r y t h i n g e l s e . I w o u l d 
be a " d e f e n d e r of C i v i l i z a t i o n ! M e ! B o b V i n c e n t ! 
Its a j o k e . My dad had a l w a y s c a l l e d me t h e m o s t 
u n c i v i l i z e d h u m a n b e i n g he had e v e r s e e n . W e l l , 
I'd s h o w h i m , a f t e r I w a s d e c o r a t e d up w i t h V i c t o r i a 
C r o s s e g ^ a n d L e g i o n s of H o n o r and t h a t s o r t of 
t h i n g . 

T h e d i s a p p r o v i n g f a t h e r - f i g u r e is a s t r o n g t h e m e in 

t h i s m a n u s c r i p t as it is e v e r y w h e r e e l s e in V i n c e n t ' s e a r l y 

l i f e . A r e l a t e d t h e m e in t h e m a n u s c r i p t is V i n c e n t ' s e v i d e n t 

a n t i - G e r m a n f e e l i n g . W h i l e t h i s is d u e , in p a r t to t h e 

A m e r i c a n e n t r y i n t o the w a r w h i c h took p l a c e w h i l e V i n c e n t 

w a s w r i t i n g t h e b o o k , it is p o s s i b l y m o r e p e r s o n a l . V i n c e n t 

o p e n s the t e x t w i t h a n e g a t i v e m e m o r y of h i s c h i l d h o o d s c h o o l -

ing in E u r o p e . 

I w a s n i n e y e a r s old w h e n my f o l k s w e n t to G e r m a n y 
. . . I r e m e m b e r it w e l l . 

I r e m e m b e r the old s c h o o l - h o u s e in H a m b u r g 
to w h i c h I w a s s e n t to l e a r n t h e l a n g u a g e , and 
t h e p r o u d d o m i n e e r i n g s c h o o l - m a s t e r w i t h h i s b i r c h -
w o o d r o d . I d i s t i n c t l y r e m e m b e r t h e m a n y t i m e s 
he u s e d t h a t rod to w a k e me up w h e n I f e l l a s l e e p 
at my d e s k . A l s o of t h e s t r i c t G e r m a n ^ g o v e r n e s s , 
I h a v e not t h e s w e e t e s t r e c o l l e c t i o n s . 

L a t e r , V i n c e n t h a s no p r o b l e m i d e n t i f y i n g w h i c h s i d e of h i s 

m i x e d h e r i t a g e he is l o y a l t o . 



. . . s e v e r a l c o m p a n i e s of t h e " L o n d o n S c o t t i s h " 
p a s s e d by w i t h t h e i r k i l t s and b a g p i p e s . And t h e y 
p l a y e d . . . " T h e C a m p b e l l s a r e C o m i n g . " It w e n t 
r i g h t t h r o u g h m e . My S c o t c h b l o o d (if I h a v e a n y ) 
s e e m e d to c o m e out . . . I c e r t a i n l y w o u l d n ' t l i k e 
to be o n e of a G e r m a n j g g i m e n t w h e n t h e S c o t c h 
get a f t e r t h e m . . . . 

An a n g l o p h i l e a l l h i s l i f e , y o u n g V i n c e n t r e c o g n i z e s t h a t 

E n g l a n d is " f i g h t i n g P r u s s i a n m i l i t a r i s m . " He is i m p r e s s e d 

t h a t in E n g l a n d , " e v e r y o n e h a s the s a m e t h i n g at h e a r t , 

e v e r y o n e is a f r i e n d and a good c o m r a d e . " ^ H i s n e e d for 

a c c e p t a n c e is f u l f i l l e d . "It f e l t g o o d to be w i t h r e a l m e n 

and w i t h f r i e n d s . " ̂  

As we h a v e d i s c u s s e d in a p r e v i o u s c h a p t e r , V i n c e n t ' s 

a c c o u n t t a k e s on a m o r e s e r i o u s t o n e w h e n he r e a c h e s F r a n c e . 

V i n c e n t ' s j u v e n i l e s e a r c h for g l o r y g i v e s way to d e s c r i p t i o n s 

of " p o o r m u d - c a k e d , l o u s y , b e a r d e d m e n " and " t h e G r e a t N i g h t l y 

P e r f o r m a n c e " of t h e b o m b a r d m e n t . W h i l e s e r v i n g in r e a r a r e a s , 

V i n c e n t g e t s f o r w a r d e n o u g h d u r i n g h i s d i s p a t c h d u t i e s to 

r e c o g n i z e t h e s h a l l o w n e s s of h i s d r e a m s . He t e m p e r s h i s 

d i s l i k e of t h e G e r m a n s r e a l i z i n g t h a t " t h e y w e r e to be p i t i e d 
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. . . i n s t e a d of b e i n g h a t e d . " 

As t h e m a n u s c r i p t d r a w s to a c l o s e , V i n c e n t t r i e s for 

b o t h p a t h o s and p a t r i o t i s m . F r a n k T i n n e y ' s e x h o r t a t i o n s 

to f i n i s h and h i s own a p p o i n t m e n t w i t h t h e 2 3 r d of B r o o k l y n 

p e n d i n g , t h e e n d i n g s e e m s s t i l t e d . A f t e r t h e d e a t h of h i s 

f r i e n d R e n e D a r d e n n e , V i n c e n t l e a r n s t h a t R e n e h a s a w i f e 

and a c h i l d w h i c h he h a s n a m e d R o b e r t . T h e l i k e l i h o o d of 

t h i s is s m a l l s i n c e V i n c e n t n e v e r d i s c u s s e d it in any of 



h i s l a t e r a c c o u n t s of R e n e D a r d e n n e . R a t h e r , it a p p e a r s 

to be an a t t e m p t at a k i n d of r e c o g n i t i o n s c e n e in w h i c h 

V i n c e n t is t r y i n g to b r i n g h o m e the p a t h o s and s e n s e l e s s 

w a s t e of w a r . H i s s u b s e q u e n t i m p r i s o n m e n t as an a l l e g e d 

spy and i g n o m i n i o u s r e t u r n h o m e , d e v o i d of the g l o r y he 

s o u g h t , is - h o w e v e r - q u i t e e f f e c t i v e . T h i s d o e s p l a c e 

V i n c e n t ' s m a n u s c r i p t , on o n e l e v e l , in the m a i n s t r e a m of 

W o r l d War I f i c t i o n . T h e l o s s of i n n o c e n c e and t h e i n e v i t a b l e 

d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t of t h e p r o t a g o n i s t may be f o u n d in a v a r i e t y 

of w a r n o v e l s f r o m S i g f r i e d S a s s o o n ' s M e m o i r s of an I n f a n t r y 

O f f i c e r ^ to E r n e s t H e m i n g w a y ' s A F a r e w e l l to flrms.^ 

In a h u r r i e d d e n o u e m e n t , h o w e v e r , V i n c e n t u n d e r m i n e s 

the t e n d e r b e 1 i e v a b i 1 i t y of h i s m e m o r y of R e n e D a r d e n n e w i t h 

a f l a g - w a v i n g b a r r a g e of p a t r i o t i c c l i c h e s b e g i n n i n g w i t h 

a p a r a g r a p h of u n a b a s h e d c h e e r l e a d i n g for A m e r i c a , " t h e 
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c h a m p i o n of R e a l D e m o c r a c y . . . t h e h o p e of the w o r l d . " 

Go to it U n c l e S a m , old s c o u t , w e ' r e b e h i n d you 
. . . C o m e o n , you b o y s out w e s t ; c o m e on 
S o u t h e r n e r s : C o m e on A l a b a m a , c o m e on T e n n e s s e e . 
Go to i t ! W e ' v e got to b e a t t h e h u n s . C o m e on 
you d a r k i e s f r o m C a r o l i n a ; c o m e on you cow p u n c h e r s 
f r o m T e x a s . . . ^ o m e on F r i s c o . . . I l l i n o i s 

. O h i o . 

V i n c e n t c o n c l u d e s as t h e S t a t u e of L i b e r t y c o m e s i n t o v i e w . 

He t e a r f u l l y s t a n d s at a t t e n t i o n and s a l u t e s . T h e b o o k c l o s e s 

as he r e c i t e s T h e P l e d g e of A l l e g i a n c e . 

On J u l y 1 5 , V i n c e n t ' s r e g i m e n t w a s s c h e d u l e d to go to 

C a m p W a d s w o r t h , S o u t h C a r o l i n a for f u r t h e r t r a i n i n g . P r e p a r -

ing to l e a v e , V i n c e n t l e f t the c a s t of " H e r S o l d i e r B o y " 



and w a s p r e s e n t e d w i t h an a u t o g r a p h e d c o p y of s h e e t m u s i c 

f r o m t h e s h o w . He had t i m e to v i s i t F r a n k T i n n e y ' s d r e s s i n g 

r o o m at t h e C e n t u r y T h e a t e r on C e n t r a l P a r k UJest. A f t e r 

t h e s h o w , T i n n e y w o u l d e n t e r t a i n a v a r i e t y of f r i e n d s i n c l u d -

i n g H a r r i s o n F i s h e r - t h e i l l u s t r a t o r , L e o n E r r o l - t h e 

c o m e d i a n , and E l s i e J a n i s - l a t e r k n o w n as " t h e S w e e t h e a r t 

of the A . E . F . " V i n c e n t r e c a l l e d t h a t he m e t C o r n e l i u s 

V a n d e r b i l t J r . at T h e C e n t u r y and J o s e p h P . T u m u l t y , s e c r e t a r y 

to P r e s i d e n t W o o d r o w W i l s o n , w h o d r o p p e d by to l e a r n the 

l a t e s t j o k e s to t e l l the p r e s i d e n t . S o m e t i m e , a r o u n d m i d -

n i g h t , T i n n e y and s o m e of h i s e n t o u r a g e w o u l d go o v e r to 

R e i s e n w e b e r ' s r e s t a u r a n t w h e r e V i n c e n t r e m e m b e r e d m e e t i n g 

s o n g w r i t e r G u s E d w a r d s . 

T i n n e y s o o n i n f o r m e d V i n c e n t t h a t " s o m e p u b l i s h e r s had 

t u r n e d d o w n the m a n u s c r i p t b e c a u s e new w a r b o o k s w e r e g e t t i n g 
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too p l e n t i f u l . " A m e r i c a n b o y s s e r v i n g o v e r s e a s w a s no 

l o n g e r a n o v e l t y . H o w e v e r , n e a r t h e B e d f o r d A v e n u e A r m o r y , 

a u n i f o r m w a s t h e c u r r e n t s o u r c e of s o c i a l s t a t u s . I n n o c u l a -

t i o n s , d r i l l i n g , and n o t a l i t t l e t r y s t i n g b e c a m e r o u t i n e 

f o r the c i t i z e n - s o l d i e r s as the d e p a r t u r e d a t e for t h e 2 3 r d 

w a s m o v e d b a c k to A u g u s t . On the 4 t h , V i n c e n t t o o k p a r t 

in a " f a r e w e l l s t a g " s p o n s o r e d by h e a d q u a r t e r s c o m p a n y . 

T h e E v e n i n g W o r l d i n c l u d e d V i n c e n t in a c a r i c a t u r e l a y o u t 
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of " f a m o u s men in the 2 3 r d . " F i n a l l y , a f t e r m a r c h i n g to 

V a n C o u r t l a n d P a r k w h e r e it e n c a m p e d w i t h o t h e r New Y o r k 

N a t i o n a l G u a r d u n i t s , the B r o o k l y n r e g i m e n t e n t r a i n e d to 

C a m p W a d s w o r t h . A s n a p s h o t of P r i v a t e V i n c e n t , t a k e n by 



h i s m o t h e r , on t h e t r a i n p l a t f o r m r e v e a l s a s t o c k y , s m i l i n g 

s o l d i e r w e a r i n g p u t t e e s , a c a m p a i g n h a t a n d o t h e r d o u g h b o y 

e q u i p m e n t . 

At C a m p W a d s w o r t h , t h e 2 3 r d b e c a m e k n o w n as t h e 1 0 6 t h 

i n f a n t r y and w a s now p a r t of t h e 2 7 t h d i v i s i o n u n d e r t h e 

c o m m a n d of G e n e r a l O ' R y a n . V i n c e n t , w h o - e a r l i e r in the 

s u m m e r - had b e e n t u r n e d d o w n by t h e M a r i n e C o r p s for d e f e c -

t i v e v i s i o n , w a s a s s i g n e d to the s a n i t a r y or m e d i c a l d e t a c h -

m e n t of t h e r e g i m e n t . ^ ^ D e s p i t e t h i s , as a b u c k p r i v a t e , 

he w a s s t i l l s u b j e c t to p e r f o r m t h e d u t i e s of an o r d i n a r y 

s o l d i e r . F o r w h e n t h e u n i t a r r i v e d in S o u t h C a r o l i n a , C a m p 

W a d s w o r t h w a s s t i l l l a r g e l y n o t h i n g m o r e t h a n b a r r e n f i e l d s . 

D i g g i n g l a t r i n e s w a s n e v e r a c h o i c e a s s i g n m e n t in any m a n ' s 

a r m y , but for V/incent the job w a s m a d e w o r s e by t h e r a g g i n g 

of a c e r t a i n c o r p o r a l K r e l l e r . V i n c e n t r e c a l l e d t h a t he 

" e n d u r e d a s t r i n g of d i s c o r d a n t e x p l e t i v e s " and f i n a l l y t h r e w 
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h i s " s h o v e l at him and ran o f f . " V i n c e n t ' s f e a r of an 

e a r l y c o u r t - m a r t i a l w a s p u t to r e s t w h e n M a j o r M c C l i n t o c k , 

p e r h a p s s t i l l m o r e in a c i v i l i a n t h a n a m i l i t a r y m o o d , s c r i b -

bled a n o t e to C o r p o r a l K r e l l e r : " D o n ' t s w e a r at t h i s b o y . 
5 8 

E v e r y o n e do his d u t y w i t h o u t f a v o r . " S o o n the c o m p a n y 

s t r e e t had t a k e n s h a p e , and the m e n of t h e 1 0 6 t h w e r e b e i n g 

a s s i m i l a t e d i n t o r e g u l a r a r m y r o u t i n e . 

A r m y l i f e a g r e e d w i t h V i n c e n t , in f a c t he r e l i s h e d i t . 

In a s e n s e , B r o o k l y n had b e c o m e h i s h o m e a n d t h e old 2 3 r d 

w i t h i t s c l o s e a s s o c i a t i o n s and l o c a l e s p r i t d ' c o r p s w a s 

an e x t e n s i o n of t h a t new f o u n d s e n s e of b e l o n g i n g . In t h e 



a r m y , V i n c e n t w a s an " i n s i d e r " r a t h e r than t h e l o n e l y o u t s i d e r 

he had b e e n at s c h o o l . H i s s c r a p b o o k s a r e f i l l e d w i t h m o m e n -

t o e s of h i s d a y s at C a m p U J a d s w o r t h . P i c t u r e s of t h e c o m p a n y 

s t r e e t , t h e l a t r i n e s , t e n t l i f e , and e v e n t h e o f f i c e r s r e m i n d 

t h e o b s e r v e r t h a t t h e N a t i o n a l G u a r d w a s , and s t i l l i s , as 

m u c h a s o c i a l c l u b as a m i l i t a r y o r g a n i z a t i o n . V i n c e n t ' s 

old e m p l o y e r , M r . H e i n i g k e , f r o m t h e s t a i n e d g l a s s b u s i n e s s , 

s e n t a b e a u t i f u l g l a s s l a m p s h a d e t h a t V i n c e n t a t t a c h e d to 
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t h e c e n t e r of t h e i r t e n t . T h e C a m p IjJadsworth G a s A t t a c k 

soon c a m e i n t o p u b l i c a t i o n , and r e g i m e n t a l b o x i n g m a t c h e s 

u n d e r the d i r e c t i o n of f o r m e r h e a v y w e i g h t c o n t e n d e r F r a n k i e 

M o r a n w e r e h e l d . 

T h o u g h c a m p l i f e w a s a g r e e a b l e to V i n c e n t he had n o t 

l o s t h i s a m b i t i o n . He n o t i c e d t h e g l a m o u r of D i v i s i o n h e a d -

q u a r t e r s w h e r e h i s f r i e n d N e i l V a n d e r b i l t w a s a c h a u f f e r 
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to one of t h e s t a f f o f f i c e r s . T h e r e w a s , h o w e v e r , t h e 

s o c i a l c a s t e s y s t e m of the o r g a n i z a t i o n to n e g o t i a t e if 

V i n c e n t w a s to r i s e a b o u t h i s l o w l y s t a t u s in t h e d i v i s i o n . 

N a t i o n a l G u a r d u n i t s , p a r t i c u l a r l y b e c a u s e of t h e i r r e g i o n a l 

f l a v o r , had a p e c k i n g o r d e r t h a t m i r r o r e d the c i v i l i a n s t a t u s 

of t h e i r s o l d i e r s . T h e o f f i c e r s of t h e 1 0 6 t h w e r e i n e v i t a b l y 

p r o f e s s i o n a l men or s o c i a l i t e s . V i n c e n t l a t e r s a i d t h a t 

he w a n t e d to b e c o m e an o f f i c e r b e c a u s e he c o v e t e d t h e l e a t h e r 

b o o t s of a s e c o n d l i e u t e n a n t , b u t it w a s m o r e h i s u r g e to 

be at t h e c e n t e r of a c t i o n t h a t m o t i v a t e d him to " f i n a g l e " 
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a t r a n s f e r to h e a d q u a r t e r s . 



B e c a u s e he c o u l d t y p e a n d t a k e s h o r t h a n d V/incent w a s 

a b l e to o b t a i n a t r a n s f e r to the d i v i s i o n h e a d q u a r t e r s t r o o p . 

H i s f i r s t job w a s c l e r i c a l a s s i s t a n t to C a p t a i n liJickersham, 

the D e p u t y J u d g e A d v o c a t e . As the s u m m e r p a s s e d , V/incent 

g a i n e d a n o t h e r a s s i g n m e n t as c l e r k for M a j o r J o h n B . S h a r p e , 

the h e a d of the B r i t i s h M i l i t a r y M i s s i o n and a v e t e r a n of 

" T h e B u f f s , " t h e c r a c k u n i t t h a t V/incent had t r i e d to join 

in 1 9 1 5 . A b l e to b y - p a s s r e v e i l l e , V/incent g o t a l o n g w e l l 

w i t h S h a r p e a l t h o u g h he f o u n d t h a t h i s new b o s s w a s s e r i o u s 

a b o u t o p e n i n g the o f f i c e at 9 o ' c l o c k . O n e day he f o u n d 

a l a c o n i c n o t e on h i s t y p e w r i t e r s t a t i n g , " o u r i d e a s of 9 
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o ' c l o c k do n o t c o i n c i d e , J B S . " 

A m o n g t h e c a m p d i v e r s i o n s of t h a t a u t u m n w a s an i n t e r e s t 

in h y p n o s i s and t e l e p a t h y . V/incent a r r a n g e d a s e s s i o n w i t h 

m e m b e r s of t h e h e a d q u a r t e r s s t a f f and t h e B r i t i s h m i l i t a r y 

m i s s i o n . H i s f r i e n d P v t . G e r r y Y o u n g , a m a s t e r of a u t o - s u g -

g e s t i v e h y p n o t i s m p e r f o r m e d s o m e s t r a n g e f e a t s w h i c h i n c l u d e d 

g i v i n g a p o s t - h y p n o t i c s u g g e s t i o n to a c e r t a i n e n l i s t e d m a n 

t h a t he w o u l d b e l i e v e h i m s e l f to be t h e r a c e d r i v e r , B a r n e y 

O l d f i e l d . An u n f o r s e e n c i r c u m s t a n c e w a s t h a t t h e e n l i s t e d 

m a n h a p p e n e d to be the c h a u f f e r for t h e A s s i s t a n t C h i e f of 

S t a f f . As a l w a y s , V/incent w a s n e a r t h e c e n t e r of a c t i o n . 

On N o v e m b e r 1 9 , V/incent w a s o r d e r e d b a c k to h i s m e d i c a l 

u n i t by a new c o m m a n d i n g o f f i c e r w h o t o o k a dim v i e w of h i s 

m e n b e i n g u n d e r d e t a c h e d s e r v i c e . V/incent, h o w e v e r , u s e d 

h i s i n f l u e n c e w i t h M a j o r S h a r p e to o b t a i n a p e r m a n e n t t r a n s f e r 

to h e a d q u a r t e r s . V/incent had a g o o d b i l l e t w i t h a m e n a b l e 



c o m r a d e s w h o i n c l u d e d F r a n k floran, t h e c o m p a n y b o x i n g in-

s t r u c t o r , w i t h w h o m he s h a r e d a r o o m . floran w a s d a t i n g t h e 

f i l m s t a r P e a r l W h i t e of " T h e P e r i l s of P a u l i n e " and g e n e r a l l y 
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s p e n t e v e n i n g s v i s i t i n g h e r in S p a r t a n b u r g . T h e r e is a 

p h o t o g r a p h of Mo ran in V i n c e n t ' s s c r a p b o o k i n s c r i b e d "to 

B o b V/incent, P r i v a t e T h i r d C l a s s , To t h e y o u n g S v e n g a l i and 

h e r o of t h e f a m e . V i n c e n t , t o o , had t a k e n up h y p n o t i s m . 

By J a n u a r y of 1 9 1 8 , s e v e r a l of V i n c e n t ' s i n f l u e n t i a l 

f r i e n d s in h e a d q u a r t e r s c o m p a n y w e r e p r o m o t e d to s e c o n d 

l i e u t e n a n t . W i s h i n g to j o i n N e i l V a n d e r b i l t , Sam F l ö r s h e i m 

and the o t h e r s as a c o m m i s s i o n e d o f f i c e r w a s n o t e a s y s i n c e 

V i n c e n t had no s o c i a l " p u l l . " W i t h a w e l l - c o n c e i v e d p l a n , 

h o w e v e r , it c o u l d be d o n e . 

O b t a i n i n g a t e n - d a y f u r l o u g h u n d e r t h e p r e t e x t of g o i n g 

h o m e to h a v e h i s e y e s c h e c k e d , V i n c e n t d e c i d e d to go d i r e c t l y 

to W a s h i n g t o n to try for an a p p o i n t m e n t to O f f i c e r C a n d i d a t e 

S c h o o l . To f i n a n c e the t r a i n f a r e , V i n c e n t sold h i s C o r o n a 

t y p e w r i t e r . H a v i n g let M a j o r S h a r p e k n o w of h i s p l a n s , he 

o b t a i n e d an e n t h u s i a s t i c l e t t e r of i n t r o d u c t i o n to t h e h e a d 

of the B r i t i s h M i l i t a r y M i s s i o n in W a s h i n g t o n . H a v i n g f u l l 

r i g h t s to h i s m a n u s c r i p t , V i n c e n t had t r i e d to s e n d it off 

to M a x w e l l P e r k i n s of S c r i b n e r ' s f o r p u b l i c a t i o n , b u t P e r k i n s 
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s e n t a p o l i t e l e t t e r of r e j e c t i o n . V i n c e n t w o u l d not n e e d 

the t y p e w r i t e r in t h e n e a r f u t u r e . 

T h e p a p e r t r a i l of V i n c e n t ' s w e e k in W a s h i n g t o n in 

J a n u a r y of 1 9 1 8 is i m p r e s s i v e . His s c r a p b o o k a t t e s t s to 

h i s d i l i g e n c e and n e r v e . In r a p i d s u c c e s s i o n V i n c e n t saw 



S e n a t o r J a m e s W . W a d s w o r t h , J r . of New Y o r k , the h e a d of 

the B r i t i s h M i l i t a r y M i s s i o n , and t h e A s s i s t a n t S e c r e t a r y 

of the N a v y , F r a n k l i n D . R o o s e v e l t , J r . R o o s e v e l t w r o t e 

a n o t e of e n d o r s e m e n t : 

I s h a l l be p e r s o n a l l y v e r y g l a d if s o m e t h i n g can 
be d o n e for t h i s y o u n g m a n , M r . V i n c e n t . He h a s 
had r e a l e x p e r i e n c e and h a s m a d e g o o d . 

F . D . R o o s e v e l t ^ 

T h e b e s t t h e W a r D e p a r t m e n t c o u l d do w a s to a p p r o v e V i n c e n t 
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for O f f i c e r C a n d i d a t e S c h o o l s t a r t i n g in t h r e e m o n t h s . 

A l w a y s i m p a t i e n t , and p e r h a p s f e a r i n g t h a t he w o u l d l o s e 

t h e a p p o i n t m e n t w h e n h i s c o m m a n d i n g o f f i c e r d i s c o v e r e d h i s 

s c h e m e , V i n c e n t w e n t to t h e W h i t e H o u s e to c a l l on h i s old 

a c q u a i n t a n c e J o s e p h T u m u l t y . T u m u l t y , P r e s i d e n t W i l s o n ' s 

s e c r e t a r y , s u g g e s t e d t h a t V i n c e n t try for a d i r e c t a p p o i n t m e n t 

as A r m y F i e l d C l e r k . F i e l d C l e r k s w e r e c o n s i d e r e d c o m m i s -

s i o n e d o f f i c e r s and w o r e t h e o f f i c e r ' s u n i f o r m t h o u g h n o t 

an i n s i g n i a of r a n k . T u m u l t y ' s l e t t e r to A s s i s t a n t S e c r e t a r y 

of W a r , B e n e d i c t C r o w e l l w a s e n o u g h . O r d e r s w e r e c u t to 

d i s c h a r g e V i n c e n t f r o m a c t i v e s e r v i c e and r e a p p o i n t him an 
6 8 

A r m y F i e l d C l e r k on J a n u a r y 3 0 . 

U p o n r e t u r n i n g f r o m h i s f u r l o u g h , V i n c e n t w a s s u m m o n e d 

by the d i v i s i o n a d j u t a n t and a s k e d w h o h i s f r i e n d w a s in 

W a s h i n g t o n . V i n c e n t " h a d t h e t e m e r i t y to r e p l y , ' W o o d r o w 
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W i l s o n , s i r ' . " H a v i n g b e e n i s s u e d h i s c o v e t e d o f f i c e r ' s 

u n i f o r m , V i n c e n t r e p o r t e d to t h e h e a d q u a r t e r s of t h e P o r t 

of E m b a r k a t i o n at H o b o k e n , New J e r s e y . S h o r t l y , he w a s t r a n s -

f e r r e d to t h e O v e r s e a s C a s u a l s T r o o p at C a m p M e r r l t t w h e r e 



V i n c e n t did a v a r i e t y of w o r k i n c l u d i n g t r a n s l a t i o n and i n t e l -

l i g e n c e w o r k in a s s i s t i n g h i s c o m m a n d e r L t . C o l o n e l D . G . 

B e r r y , a W e s t P o i n t e r . In A p r i l , a f t e r o b t a i n i n g a f a v o r a b l e 

e n d o r s e m e n t f r o m B e r r y , V i n c e n t a g a i n a p p l i e d for a c o m m i s -

s i o n . H o w e v e r , an a d j u t a n t at t h e P o r t of E m b a r k a t i o n of 

w h o m V i n c e n t had run a f o u l r e f u s e d to f o r w a r d the r e q u e s t 

to W a s h i n g t o n for a p p r o v a l . D e s p i t e a s e c o n d r e q u e s t f r o m 

B e r r y , V i n c e n t ' s p r o m o t i o n w a s t u r n e d d o w n . In f r u s t r a t i o n , 
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V i n c e n t r e s i g n e d as A r m y F i e l d C l e r k on M a y 2 9 , 1 9 1 8 . 

U s i n g the e x c u s e t h a t he w a n t e d to r e - e n l i s t in t h e 

r e g u l a r a r m y , V i n c e n t had a n o t h e r p l a n in m i n d . U s i n g h i s 

old t e c h n i q u e of " c r a s h i n g in," he w e n t to W a s h i n g t o n e a r l y 

in J u n e a n d v i s i t e d M r . F r a n k L . P o l k at t h e S t a t e D e p a r t m e n t . 

V i n c e n t had k n o w n P o l k y e a r s b e f o r e w h e n he w a s C o l l e c t o r 

for the P o r t of New Y o r k . P o l k s u g g e s t e d t h a t V i n c e n t a p p l y 

f o r t h e C o n s u l a r S e r v i c e w h i c h n e e d e d b r i g h t y o u n g m e n n o t 

p r e s e n t l y in the m i l i t a r y . U s i n g t h i s c o n n e c t i o n V i n c e n t 

o b t a i n e d an a p p o i n t m e n t to the C o n s u l a r S e r v i c e f r o m its 

d i r e c t o r , W i l b u r C a r r , on J u n e 1 1 . H i s a s s i g n m e n t w a s per-

f e c t ; he w a s to be a c l e r k in t h e A m e r i c a n C o n s u l a t e G e n e r a l 

at M a r s e i l l e , F r a n c e . H i s c o m p e n s a t i o n w a s $ 1 , 6 0 0 a y e a r , 

m o r e than f o u r - h u n d r e d d o l l a r s h i g h e r t h a n h i s F i e l d C l e r k 

stipend.'''"'' 

V i n c e n t w a s i s s u e d a d i p l o m a t i c p a s s p o r t on J u n e 18 

and s o o n s a i l e d f o r h i s a s s i g n m e n t in M a r s e i l l e . D u r i n g 

t h e s u m m e r and a u t u m n , V i n c e n t p e r f o r m e d h i s d u t i e s at t h e 

e m b a s s y , b u t he f o u n d t i m e to w r i t e s o m e of h i s old f r i e n d s 



w i t h t h e 1 0 6 t h w h o w e r e p r e p a r i n g to go i n t o a c t i o n on t h e 

w e s t e r n f r o n t . He a l s o did s o m e i n f o r m a l i n t e r p r e t i n g for 

a r m y and n a v y c l i e n t s at La liaison A l i n e on V e n t o m a g y S t r e e t . 

As V i n c e n t w r o t e : 

M a d a m e A l i n e r a n t h e f a n c i e s t and m o s t e l a b o r a t e 
b r o t h e l in M a r s e i l l e s . I did not p a t r o n i z e h e r 
g i r l s b u t s p o k e w i t h t h e m and t r i e d to i n t e r p r e t 
for t h e i r a r m y and n a v y c l i e n t s in o r d ^ to i m p r o v e 
my p r o f i c i e n c y in t h e F r e n c h l a n g u a g e . 

As the f a l l o f f e n s i v e p i c k e d up m o m e n t u m , V i n c e n t h e a r d f r o m 

h i s f r i e n d C a p t a i n N i l s P . L a r s e n of the 1 0 6 t h f i g h t i n g a l o n g 

t h e H i n d e n b e r g L i n e . 

O u r r e g i m e n t h a s m a d e a r e p u t a t i o n f o r i t s e l f as 
you w i l l , no d o u b t , h e a r in t i m e . . . . All t h e 
d o c s a r e O . K . e x c e p t , and he had had one 
of t h o s e h o s p i t a l v a c a t i o n s s i n c e our b a t t l e in 
B e l g i u m . A G e r m a n f r a g m e n t d e p a r t e d w i t h o n e of 
h i s f ^ g g e r s and c u t a n o t h e r . LJe e x p e c t him b a c k 
s o o n . 

W h a t L a r s e n did n o t m e n t i o n w a s t h a t ten d a y s b e f o r e at 

B u s i g n y he had b e e n g a s s e d w h i l e m i n i s t e r i n g to m a n y of h i s 

men d u r i n g an a t t a c k . L a r s e n , a p h y s i c i a n in V i n c e n t ' s old 

m e d i c a l d e t a c h m e n t , w a s p r o m o t e d and l a t e r a w a r d e d t h e D i s t i n -

g u i s h e d S e r v i c e C r o s s for h i s h e r o i s m in t h i s a c t i o n . ^ 

V i n c e n t , t o o , had b e e n w a n t i n g to get c l o s e r to t h e 

a c t i o n , b u t on N o v e m b e r 11 he w a s a l o n e at t h e A m e r i c a n 

C o n s u l a t e in M a r s e i l l e s w h e n a r m i s t i c e w a s d e c l a r e d . T h a t 

a f t e r n o o n , a n o i s y , j u b i l a n t c r o w d g a t h e r e d in f r o n t of t h e 

C o n s u l a t e . As t h e r a n k i n g A m e r i c a n on d u t y , V i n c e n t a p p e a r e d 
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and said "a few w o r d s in u n g r a m m a t i c a l F r e n c h . " T h a t n i g h t 

t h e t o w n c e l e b r a t e d t h e end of f o u r and a h a l f y e a r s of w a r . 



V i n c e n t j o i n e d t h e t h r o n g , d r i n k i n g s p a r k l i n g b u r g u n d y and 
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a c c e p t i n g the g r a t i t u d e of t h a n k f u l F r e n c h m e n . 

On N o v e m b e r 1 7 , V i n c e n t r e c e i v e d a l e t t e r f r o m h i s 

f r i e n d , D o n H o w e l l - an a s s i s t a n t to F r a n k Polk at D e p a r t m e n t 

of S t a t e , t h a n k i n g him for t h e g i f t of a F r e n c h c h a r m . H o w e l l 

u r g e d V i n c e n t to " a s k for an a s s i g n m e n t to t h e P e a c e C o n -

f e r e n c e " w h e r e "a man of y o u r s e r v i c e in t h e a r m y and y o u r 
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q u a l i f i c a t i o n s s h o u l d be a b l e to do g o o d w o r k t h e r e . " 

W i t h his u s u a l t i m i n g and f r i e n d s l i k e H o w e l l , V i n c e n t w a s 

t r a n s f e r r e d to t h e A m e r i c a n E m b a s s y in P a r i s as a s p e c i a l 

a t t a c h e . On D e c e m b e r 1 3 , V i n c e n t w a s on d u t y w h e n P r e s i d e n t 

W o o d r o w W i l s o n a r r i v e d , and on D e c e m b e r 17 he w a s a s s i g n e d 

to a s s i s t w i t h t h e a m b a s s a d o r ' s g r a n d r e c e p t i o n for W i l s o n . 

In V i n c e n t ' s s c r a p b o o k , t h e r e is t h e o r i g i n a l s e a t i n g c h a r t 

for the d i n n e r w h i c h V i n c e n t h i m s e l f m a d e u p . A m o n g t h e 

d i g n i t a r i e s p r e s e n t w e r e P r e s i d e n t W i l s o n , P r e s i d e n t P o i n c a r e , 
7 8 

G e n e r a l s P e r s h i n g , B l i s s , F o c h , and J o f f r e . V i n c e n t ' s 

p r i m a r y d u t i e s w e r e d e c o d i n g t h e m a n y m e s s a g e s w h i c h p o u r e d 

in p r i o r to t h e m e e t i n g of T h e S u p r e m e W a r C o u n c i l in J a n u a r y . 

" T h e Boy W h o P l a y e d H o o k e y to S e e t h e W a r " had c o m e 

a l o n g w a y by D e c e m b e r of 1 9 1 8 . H i s f r i e n d V i c e C o n s u l J o h n 

T r a c e y p u t it s u c c i n c t l y in a l e t t e r of D e c e m b e r 7 f r o m 

M a r s e i l l e s : 

You s u r e a r e t h e o r i g i n a l " j o b - l a n d e r . " And in 
a l m o s t the s a m e s e n t e n c e I c h a r g e y o u to l a n d me 
o n e t o o . . . . O l d W i l s o n g e t s a r o u n d t h i s w e e k 
and so w i l l I . I w i l l h a v e to w a i t u n t i l t o m o r r o w 
to s p r i n g t h e i n t e l l i g e n c e to P a p a G a u l i n b e c a u s e 
y o u r l e t t e r put a b i t of a s u r p r i s e i n t o us a l l , 
w e e x p e c t to t)| ar of y o u r b e i n g t h e a m b a s s a d o r 
h i m s e l f s o o n . 



V i n c e n t had an a b i l i t y to go o v e r t h e h e a d of h i s i m m e d i a t e 

s u p e r i o r s , y e t s o m e h o w w a s a b l e to r e m a i n in t h e i r g o o d 

g r a c e s . T h i s w a s e v i d e n t in h i s d e a l i n g s w i t h the 1 0 6 t h 

a f t e r h i s t r i p to W a s h i n g t o n and is s e e n h e r e in a f r i e n d l y 

n o t e f r o m fllphonse G a u l i n , t h e C o n s u l G e n e r a l in M a r s e i l l e s 

to V i n c e n t , now in P a r i s . 

G l a d to h e a r t h a t y o u r t r i p is p r o c e e d i n g m o s t 
s a t i s f a c t o r i l y and I h o p e t h a t you w i l l e n j o y it 
to t h e e n d . 

If you c o u l d f i n d in o n e of t h e A n g l o - A m e r i c a n 
g r o c e r y s h o p s . . . a few p o t s of c r a n b e r r y j a m , 
b o t h M r s . G a u l i n and m y s e l f w o u l d a p p r e c i a t e it 
g r e a t l y . 

W i t h b e s t w i s h e s , g ̂  
A . G a u l i n 

A n o t h e r i n s i g h t i n t o V i n c e n t ' s r e p u t a t i o n for s i d e s t e p -

p i n g n o r m a l c h a n n e l s is a n o t e to V i n c e n t f r o m h i s f o r m e r 

M a r s e i l l e s c o l l e a g u e , J a m e s P . D a v i s , w h o at t h e t i m e of 

t h i s 1 9 2 2 l e t t e r w a s s t a t i o n e d in B a n k o k . 

I w a s s u r p r i s e d and d e l i g h t e d to h e a r f r o m 
a c h a n c e r e f e r e n c e in a C h r i s t m a s c a r d f r o m T r a c e y , 
t h a t y o u w e r e s t i l l a l i v e . I c o u l d h a v e s w o r n 
t h a t you w o u l d h a v e g o t y o u r s e l f k i l l e d b e f o r e 
1 9 2 0 . 

W i t h no l o n g r a n g e c a r e e r p l a n s in e i t h e r t h e m i l i t a r y or 

d i p l o m a t i c s e r v i c e s , V i n c e n t had n o t m o r t g a g e d h i s f u t u r e 

in h i s a t t e m p t s to g e t i n t o t h e c e n t e r of t h i n g s . I m p a t i e n c e 

and h i g h risk g a m b l e s had p a i d h a n d s o m e l y for V i n c e n t . He 

had m a d e it to P a r i s in t i m e to w i t n e s s h i s t o r y b e i n g m a d e . 

H i s p e r s o n a l c o l l e c t i o n of e n c o u n t e r s w i t h f a m o u s and i n f l u -

e n t i a l m e n w a s b e c o m i n g i m p r e s s i v e . H i s p e r s o n a l c h a r m and 



i n i t i a t i v e had c r e a t e d o p p o r t u n i t i e s o r d i n a r i l y a v a i l a b l e 
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to o n l y t h e p o w e r f u l or p r i v i l e g e d . J a c k T r a c e y , V i n c e n t ' s 

e n v i o u s c o - w o r k e r at M a r s e i l l e s in a s e r i e s of l e t t e r s in 

D e c e m b e r , w r o t e h i s f r i e n d for n e w s of a n o t h e r o p e n i n g in 

the P a r i s E m b a s s y . 

D a m n y o u r old h i d e - k i d - I r e a d y o u r l e t t e r to 
M r . G a u l i n - g o o d s t u f f . You get me a job now 
or I ' l l s e l l y o u r g ^ g h t j e w e l . T h i s t o w n is ob-
n o x i o u s to me n o w ! 

A l a t e r l e t t e r f r o m T r a c e y i n d i c a t e s t h a t t h e C o n s u l -

G e n e r a l had b e c o m e t i r e d of y o u n g e m b a s s y a s s i s t a n t s c o n n i v i n g 

for c h o i c e a s s i g n m e n t s in P a r i s . M r . G a u l i n t u r n e d d o w n 

T r a c e y ' s r e q u e s t for t r a n s f e r . T r a c e y ' s l e t t e r s a l s o g i v e 

t h e i m p r e s s i o n t h a t l i f e f o r a y o u n g C o n s u l a r S e r v i c e o f f i c i a l 

a f t e r the a r m i s t i c e w a s not g r u e l i n g d u t y . On D e c e m b e r 1 2 , 

he w r i t e s : " M r . G a u l i n is s o r e at me . . . I am g e t t i n g 

on f a m o u s l y w i t h P r e t t y M y r t l e - I s t a y e d a l l e v e n i n g in 
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h e r d r e s s i n g r o o m . " On D e c e m b e r 1 8 , T r a c e y w r o t e : 

I am h a v i n g an a w f u l l i f e h e r e w i t h a l l t h e s e per-
r n i s s i o n a i r e s A m é r i c a i n e s t h a t I m e e t , old f r i e n d s 
on t h e i r w a y to N i c e . L a s t n i g h t I w e n t to bed 
e a r l y - a b o u t 1 2 , n i g h t b e f o r e t h a t a q u a r t e r p a s t 
six of t h e m o r n , n i g h t b e f o r e t h a t f o u r t h i r t y 
b u t a l l p e r f e c t l y i n n o c e n t . T h e r e a r e two E n g l i s h 
g i r l s h e r e w h o a r e r e a l l y n i c e and it is a g r e a t 
p l e a s u r e to t a l k g ^ o t h e m . I'm off t h i s F r e n c h 
g i r l s t u f f . . . 

Y e t , w i t h a l l t h e a t t r a c t i o n s a v a i l a b l e to a s i n g l e 

y o u n g A m e r i c a n l i v i n g in p o s t - w a r P a r i s , V/incent a g a i n did 

t h e u n p r e d i c t a b l e . P e r h a p s , h o m e s i c k for New Y o r k and r e a d y 

for o t h e r c h a l l e n g e s , V i n c e n t d e p a r t e d on t h e t r o o p s h i p 



L e v i a t h a n in e a r l y J a n u a r y . W h i l e w a i t i n g in B r e s t for 

the s h i p , l/incent l e a r n e d of t h e d e a t h of h i s old m e n t o r , 

P r e s i d e n t T h e o d o r e R o o s e v e l t . As t w e n t y - s e v e n n a t i o n s m e r e 

a s s e m b l e d in P a r i s to d e s i g n a l a s t i n g w o r l d p e a c e , 

R o o s e v e l t ' s d e a t h s i g n a l l e d a f i t t i n g d e n o u e m e n t to a way 

of l i f e t h a t had r e a l l y e n d e d w i t h t h e o u t b r e a k of W o r l d 

W a r in A u g u s t , 1 9 1 4 . As U i n c e n t and o t h e r s of h i s g e n e r a t i o n 

m o u r n e d t h e i r b e l o v e d T . R . , t h e t r o o p s h i p s w e r e a l r e a d y 

b r i n g i n g h o m e s o m e of the a l m o s t f o u r m i l l i o n y o u n g men w h o 

had b e e n m o b i l i z e d f o r t h e w a r . T h e b e n c h m a r k of V i n c e n t ' s 

g e n e r a t i o n , the y o u n g men and w o m e n for w h o m T h e o d o r e 

R o o s e v e l t m e a n t so m u c h , w a s w h a t o n e w r i t e r h a s c a l l e d " t h e 

q u i n t e s s e n t i a l m o d e r n e x p e r i e n c e , " t h e v i o l e n c e of T h e G r e a t 

W a r . 

Y e t , in V i n c e n t t h e r e w a s no l i n g e r i n g s e n s e of the 

w a s t e l a n d and no d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t . As o n e of h i s o f f i c e r s 

at C a m p W a d s w o r t h had r e p o r t e d of h i m , he " t e n d e d to look 

8 8 
on the b r i g h t s i d e of l i f e . " In J a n u a r y of 1 9 1 9 , V i n c e n t ' s 
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g e n e r a t i o n w a s " r i d i n g a c r e s t of p a t r i o t i c f e r v o r . " L i k e 

e v e r y o n e e l s e , V i n c e n t i n t e n d e d to r i d e it for a w h i l e h i m s e l f 

to e n j o y f o r one b r i e f m o m e n t the f r u i t s of v i c t o r y . 

A f t e r r e t u r n i n g to New York h a r b o r u n d e r m o r e a u s p i c i o u s 

c i r c u m s t a n c e s t h a n in J a n u a r y of 1 9 1 6 , V i n c e n t v i s i t e d t h e 

o f f i c e s of T h e B r o o k l y n E a g l e to d e l i v e r m e s s a g e s f r o m h i s 

f o r m e r c o m r a d e s in the 1 0 8 t h s t i l l s t a t i o n e d in F r a n c e . 

W i t h a k e e n eye t o w a r d p u b l i c r e l a t i o n s , V i n c e n t p r a i s e d 

the E a g l e ' s P a r i s B u r e a u f o r " t h e w o r k t h e y h a v e b e e n d o i n g 



for the b o y s in P a r i s . " In an a r t i c l e b a s e d on h i s v i s i t , 

a l s o i l l u s t r a t e d by a h a n d s o m e p i c t u r e of V i n c e n t in an of-

o f f i c e r ' s u n i f o r m , he t o l d of t h e r e c e p t i o n g i v e n to P r e s i d e n t 

W i l s o n at t h e F r e n c h E m b a s s y . 

He b e l i e v e s t h a t he is t h e o n l y p e r s o n in A m e r i c a 
m h o w a s p r e s e n t at t h a t a u s p i c i o u s o c c a s i o n . D i s -
m i s s i n g the p r e s e n c e of the m o s t i m p o r t a n t d i p l o m a t s 
of t h e w o r l d at t h e r e c e p t i o n as an u n i m p o r t a n t 
m a t t e r , l/incent s p e n t m u c h t i m e d e s c r i b i n g how 
m u c h m o r e s i n c e r e W i l s o n l o o k e d t h a n g ^ d t h e 
h u n d r e d s of s u a v e E u r o p e a n d i p l o m a t s . 

V i n c e n t a l s o r e p o r t e d the e x p l o i t s of C a p t a i n N i l s P . 

L a r s e n w h o w a s a w a r d e d t h e D . S . C . w h i l e a w a i t i n g s h i p m e n t 

h o m e w i t h the o t h e r m e m b e r s of t h e 1 0 6 t h . In a s e p a r a t e 

c l i p p i n g , V i n c e n t - i d e n t i f i e d as " L i e u t . V i n c e n t w h o w a s 

a t t a c h e d to the F r e n c h E m b a s s y in P a r i s " - a l s o r e p o r t e d 

t h a t M a j o r G e n e r a l O ' R y a n " h a s f r e q u e n t l y said t h a t the 1 0 6 t h 

i n f a n t r y , the old T w e n t y - t h i r d of B r o o k l y n , is t h e b e s t r e g i -
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m e n t in t h e T w e n t y - S e v e n t h D i v i s i o n . " T h e s t o r y a l s o re-

p o r t e d t h a t V i n c e n t b r o u g h t " m a n y s o u v e n i r s of t h e b a t t l e f r o n t 

i n c l u d i n g h e l m e t s , and t h e o r d e r of t h e Iron C r o s s w h i c h 
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he c a p t u r e d f r o m a p r i s o n e r . " 

S o o n , V i n c e n t had o b t a i n e d a job h i m s e l f on a n e w s p a p e r 

as a cub r e p o r t e r for h i s old p a p e r , T h e New Y o r k A m e r i c a n . 

W i t h the r e t u r n of the 1 0 6 t h to C a m p U p t o n w h e r e t h e m e d i c a l 

d e t a c h m e n t r e m a i n e d on d u t y p r o c e s s i n g t h e r e m a i n i n g d r a f t e e s , 

V i n c e n t r e j o i n e d h i s f o r m e r o u t f i t . He w a s g r a n t e d a c o m m i s -

s i o n as a s e c o n d - 1 i e u t e n a n t in T h e New York N a t i o n a l G u a r d 
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on A p r i l 3 , 1 9 1 9 . E n t h u s i a s m and e s p r i t de c o r p s in t h e 



1 0 6 t h ran h i g h in t h e s p r i n g of 1919 as it r e o r g a n i z e d a f t e r 

its b r i l l i a n t r e c o r d in t h e e n g a g e m e n t s of t h e p r e v i o u s y e a r . 

In t h e f l u s h of v i c t o r y , t h e f i r s t i s s u e of the r e g i m e n t a l 

n e w s p a p e r , 5PUIMK, c a l l e d y o u n g m e n and old v e t e r a n s "to j o i n 

i t s c o l o r s and to b e c o m e p a r t of t h o s e w h o l i v e d s p l e n d i d l y , 
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d i e d g l o r i o u s l y and w o n a f a m e t h a t w i l l e n d u r e f o r e v e r . " 

E n c o u r a g e d by h i s f r i e n d L a r s e n , l/incent o n c e a g a i n a t t e n d e d 

d r i l l s at t h e B e d f o r d S t r e e t A r m o r y . W i t h no w a r to f i g h t , 

h o w e v e r , i n t e r e s t w a n e d . By t h e end of t h e y e a r o t h e r m a t t e r s 

b e c k o n e d . 

In e a r l y A p r i l , l/incent r e c e i v e d a l e t t e r f r o m L a r s e n 

w i t h n o t e s on an u p c o m i n g F a r e w e l l P a r t y at t h e H o t e l B r e v o o r t 

for the d e m o b i l i z e d 1 0 6 t h . l/incent w o u l d c o v e r t h e s t o r y 

for h i s p a p e r . L a r s e n , a t h o u g h t f u l and m o v i n g c o r r e s p o n d e n t 

in a l l h i s l e t t e r s to V i n c e n t , t o l d of t h e h a r d s h i p s of t h e 

t r e n c h e s and t h e " w e t , g l o o m y h o u r s " of t h e " b o y s w h o r e a l l y 

p l a n t e d t h e red c r o s s r o s e in n o - m a n ' s l a n d . " Of the 

s i x t y - f i v e m e n in t h e m e d i c a l d e t a c h m e n t s e n t o v e r s e a s , o n l y 

t h i r t y - f o u r had f i n a l l y m u s t e r e d o u t u n s c a t h e d by w o u n d s . 

T h e r e w o u l d be s e v e r a l v a c a n t p l a c e s at t h e p a r t y for " t h o s e 

w h o s t a y e d on in t h e p o p p y f i e l d s of" B e l g i u m and F r a n c e . 

T h e d i n n e r w o u l d be a " l a s t f o n d m e m o r y - a l a s t g o o d - b y e 

b e f o r e " t h e men " t a c k l e t h e even h a r d e r b a t t l e of d a i l y t r y i n g 
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to b e c o m e b e t t e r c i t i z e n s . " In r e j o i n i n g h i s old u n i t , 

R o b e r t V i n c e n t had f i n a l l y e n t e r e d t h e c o m p a n y of h e r o e s . 



C H A P T E R UI 

B E T W E E N THE W O R L D W A R S : 
A D V E N T U R E AND A P P R E N T I C E S H I P 

1 9 1 9 - 1 9 4 2 

As R o b e r t V i n c e n t w a s p r e p a r i n g to l e a v e P a r i s in J a n u a r y 

of 1 9 1 9 , the P r o h i b i t i o n A m e n d m e n t w a s n e a r i n g the n e c e s s a r y 

t w o - t h i r d s r a t i f i c a t i o n to b e c o m e a f e d e r a l l a w . On J a n u a r y 

2 9 , the S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e p r o c l a i m e d t h a t r a t i f i c a t i o n by 

the s t a t e s of t h e t w e n t y - e i g h t h a m e n d m e n t to t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n 

w o u l d t a k e e f f e c t on J a n u a r y I B , 1 9 2 0 . P r o h i b i t i o n , the 

a p p o i n t m e n t of c o m m u n i s t - h u n t e r A . M i t c h e l l P a l m e r as A t t o r n e y 

G e n e r a l , and g r o w i n g i s o l a t i o n i s t o p p o s i t i o n to P r e s i d e n t 

W i l s o n ' s L e a g u e of N a t i o n s p o l i c y m a r k e d t h e p o l i t i c a l and 

s o c i a l l a n d s c a p e w h i c h g r e e t e d V i n c e n t and o t h e r v e t e r a n s . 

T h e i m m e d i a t e p o s t - w a r c l i m a t e w a s a l s o m a r k e d by a s e r i e s 

of l a b o r s t r i k e s and a g e n e r a l r e t r e a t f r o m the r e f o r m era 

of T h e o d o r e R o o s e v e l t and W i l s o n ' s New F r e e d o m p r o g r a m . 

As one h i s t o r i a n p u t i t , " t h e r e v o l t of t h e A m e r i c a n c o n s c i e n c e 

w a s over."^" F . S c o t t F i t z g e r a l d w r o t e t h a t t h i s w a s "a new 

g e n e r a t i o n d e d i c a t e d m o r e t h a n t h e l a s t to a f e a r of p o v e r t y 

and the w o r s h i p of s u c c e s s ; g r o w n up to f i n d a l l G o d s d e a d , 
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a l l w a r s f o u g h t , a l l f a i t h in man s h a k e n . . . ." 

If A m e r i c a , on t h e b r i n k of t h e t w e n t i e s , had a b r u p t l y 

l o s t its " i m p u l s e to m a k e o v e r t h e n a t i o n and t h e w o r l d , 



R o b e r t V i n c e n t w a s in a f u l l r e t r e a t w i t h t h e r e s t of h i s 

g e n e r a t i o n . H a v i n g l e f t t h e a r m y and t h e d i p l o m a t i c s e r v i c e , 

t h e f o r m e r boy e d i t o r w a s t u r n i n g to m o r e w o r l d l y p u r s u i t s . 

W o r k i n g on t h e New Y o r k A m e r i c a n as a r e p o r t e r , V i n c e n t t o o k 

e x t e n s i o n c o u r s e s at C o l u m b i a U n i v e r s i t y and s e t t l e d in a 

c o n v e r t e d h o u s e b o a t d r y d o c k e d n e a r t h e H a r l e m R i v e r . B a c h e l o r 

l i f e i n c l u d e d p a r t i e s w i t h a v a r i e t y of f r i e n d s i n c l u d i n g 

" D o c " (Mils L a r s e n , a r t i s t P e t e r H u n t , b r o a d w a y a c t o r L e o n 

E r r o l , and B r a z i l i a n b u s i n e s s m a n J u a n O l i v i e r o F o r d . S i n c e 

h i s f i r s t r e c o r d i n g of T . R . in 1 9 1 2 , V i n c e n t had b e e n f a s -

c i n a t e d w i t h t e c h n o l o g y . In 1 9 2 0 , he d e v o t e d h i m s e l f to 

t h e s t u d y of r a d i o w h i c h w a s t h e n b e c o m i n g p o p u l a r . V i n c e n t 

s o o n a c h i e v e d " h a m " s t a t u s by b u i l d i n g a s m a l l t r a n s m i t t e r 

and t o o k t h e n i c k n a m e " B E V O " a f t e r a b r a n d of p r o h i b i t i o n 

n e a r - b e e r . T r u e to h i s p r a c t i c e of " c r a s h i n g - i n , " h e i n t e r -

f e r e d w i t h W J Z ' s c o m m e r c i a l w a v e l e n g t h and w a s r e p r i m a n d e d 
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via l a n d p h o n e by a r a d i o i n s p e c t o r . A m o n g h i s s m a l l c i r c l e 

of r a d i o e n t h u s i a s t s w a s L a u r e n c e flarsham C o c k a d a y , a y o u n g 

r e s e a r c h e n g i n e e r and l a t e r one of t h e p i o n e e r s in N a v a l 

e l e c t r o n i c s . (In 1 9 2 7 , V i n c e n t m a r r i e d C o c k a d a y ' s y o u n g e r 

s i s t e r , V i o l a . ) T h e r a d i o c i r c l e i n c l u d e d C o c k a d a y ' s b r o t h e r , 

V i c t o r H a l l , w h o w a s t h e l e a d e r of a p o p u l a r r a d i o s i n g i n g 

q u a r t e t , T h e R o l l i c k e r s , w h i c h l a t e r had a h a l f - h o u r r a d i o 
g 

p r o g r a m and c u t s e v e r a l r e c o r d s for E d i s o n and C o l u m b i a . 

New Y o r k ' s d i v e r s e t h e a t e r s c e n e p r o v i d e d V i n c e n t w i t h 

a c c e s s to h i s f a v o r i t e I r v i n g B e r l i n m e l o d i e s at t h e p o p u l a r 

M u s i c Box R e v i e w s . V i n c e n t a l s o a t t e n d e d Z i e q f e l d ' s F o l l i e s 



w h e r e he e n j o y e d s u c h e n t e r t a i n e r s as W . C . F i e l d s , J o e H o w a r d , 

F a n n y B r i c e , and lilill R o g e r s . V i n c e n t w a s so t a k e n w i t h 

M a r i l y n M i l l e r ' s r e n d i t i o n of the s m a s h h i t song " W h o ? " t h a t 

he saw J e r o m e K e r n ' s show S u n n y t h r e e t i m e s . V i n c e n t ' s s o c i a l 

c i r c l e i n c l u d e d J a c k M a r a , F l o Z i e g f e l d ' s p e r s o n a l a s s i s t a n t . 

M a r a ' s s o n , T i m , l a t e r t h e o w n e r of t h e New York G i a n t s f o o t -

b a l l t e a m , w o u l d s p e n d w e e k e n d s on V i n c e n t ' s h o u s e b o a t at 

its s u m m e r b e r t h on t h e bay at P o r t W a s h i n g t o n , L o n g I s l a n d . 

V i n c e n t ' s p r e s s p a s s w a s a h a n d y e n t r e e to s u c h e v e n t s as 

the C a r n e g i e H a l l d e b a t e b e t w e e n W a y n e B . W h e e l e r of t h e 

A n t i - S a l o o n L e a g u e and C l a r e n c e D a r r o w , w h o took t h e l i b e r a l 
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s i d e . V i n c e n t h a d , in f a c t , t a k e n m o r e t h a n a j o u r n a l i s t i c 

i n t e r e s t in t h e P r o h i b i t i o n q u e s t i o n . He p e r c e i v e d t h e 

V o l s t e a d A c t as a f o o l i s h law w h i c h had b e e n f o r c e d u p o n 

s o c i e t y by a few r e a c t i o n a r y f a n a t i c s . T h a t P r o h i b i t i o n 

had b e c o m e t h e law of t h e land by C o n s t i t u t i o n a l a m e n d m e n t , 

did not d e t e r V i n c e n t f r o m a new and p o t e n t i a l l y d a n g e r o u s 

c a r e e r in w h a t he c a l l e d " p u r v e y i n g s p i r i t s . " By 1 9 2 1 , V i n c e n t 

had j o i n e d t h e g r o w i n g n u m b e r of A m e r i c a n s who saw a p o t e n t i a l 
g 

f o r t u n e in s u p p l y i n g t h e p u b l i c w i t h l i q u o r . 

S i x t y y e a r s l a t e r , r e c a l l i n g h i s d a y s in t h e l i q u o r 

b u s i n e s s , V i n c e n t s a i d t h a t s m u g g l i n g w a s "a n a t i o n a l p a s t i m e " 
in the t w e n t i e s and s o m e t h i n g w h i c h d i s p l a y e d " t h e t e m p e r 
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of the t i m e s . " He a d d e d t h a t t h e g o v e r n m e n t a g e n t s w e r e 

not a l w a y s " m i n i s t e r s " in t h e p e r f o r m a n c e of t h e i r d u t i e s 

and t h a t he k n e w of at l e a s t one p r o m i n e n t New Y o r k j u d g e 

w h o w a s an " i m p o r t e r " of s p i r i t s . M a n h o o d i n e v i t a b l y i n v o l v e s 



a c h a l l e n g e to t h e i d e a l s of y o u t h , a n d , f o r t h e w a r t i m e 

g e n e r a t i o n , t h e w o r l d w o u l d n e v e r a g a i n s t a n d at m o r a l a t t e n -

t i o n . T h e r e p r e s s i v e h y p o c r i s y of P r o h i b i t i o n and t h e r e t r e a t 

i n t o i n s u l a r i t y and i s o l a t i o n i s m s i g n a l l e d b o t h t h e end of 

r e f o r m and the a d v e n t of P r e s i d e n t W a r r e n G . H a r d i n g ' s " r e t u r n 

to n o r m a l c y . " N e v e r an o r g a n i z a t i o n m a n , R o b e r t l/incent 

p e r h a p s saw in b o o t l e e g i n g n o t o n l y a way to m a k e a d e c e n t 

l i v i n g b u t a l s o as a p r o t e s t a g a i n s t a t i d e of c o n f o r m i t y 

and f a l s e v i r t u e . 

S t a r t i n g s m a l l w i t h h i s f r i e n d G e o r g e S c h l e i c h , V i n c e n t 

u s e d h i s p r e s s p a s s to g a i n the c o n f i d e n c e of a c u s t o m s o f f i -

c i a l at R o u s e ' s P o i n t , New Y o r k . P u r p o r t i n g to be w r i t i n g 

a f e a t u r e on the s u c c e s s of t h e a g e n t in c a p t u r i n g l i q u o r 

s m u g g l e r s f r o m C a n a d a , V i n c e n t l e a r n e d v a l u a b l e i n t e l l i g e n c e 

a b o u t the c u s t o m s o p e r a t i o n . L a t e r he s e t up a s e r i e s of 

C a n a d i a n c o n t a c t s w h o w o u l d p u r c h a s e b o n d e d l i q u o r f r o m the 

C a n a d i a n g o v e r n m e n t o u t l e t s . W e e k l y " r u n s " w e r e t a k e n n o r t h 

in h i s c u s t o m i z e d W i l l s S a i n t e C l a i r e r o a d s t e r w h i c h had 

a l a r g e s t o r a g e c o m p a r t m e n t i n s t a l l e d b e h i n d the s e a t . ^ 

A s h e a f of a d d r e s s e s and n o t e s , w r i t t e n in e u p h e m i s t i c l a n g u -

a g e , r e m a i n s in V i n c e n t ' s f i l e s a t t e s t i n g to the r a n g e of 

h i s c l i e n t s . T h e n a m e s r a n g e f r o m an S . F . R o t h c h i l e at 

t h e R i t z - C a r l e t o n H o t e l to R e v e r e n d A . P . D u f f y of H o l y C r o s s 

C h u r c h on W . 4 2 n d S t r e e t . V i n c e n t a l s o c l a i m e d to h a v e 

s u p p l i e d s u c h l u m i n a r i e s as J e r o m e K e r n , t h e c o m p o s e r , and 
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J o h n M c G r a w , the m a n a g e r of the New Y o r k G i a n t s . H a v i n g 

l e a r n e d t h a t the c u s t o m s a g e n t s w o u l d s h o o t , V i n c e n t v a l u e d 



the s p e e d of t h e W i l l s S a i n t e C l a i r e . On one o c c a s i o n , he 

m i s t i m e d h i s b o r d e r c r o s s i n g and w a s f i r e d u p o n by t h e 

g u a r d s . 

T h a t r u m - r u n n i n g c o u l d be d a n g e r o u s is i n d i c a t e d in 

a l e t t e r f r o m S c h l e i c h in u p s t a t e New Y o r k in t h e s u m m e r 

of 1 9 2 2 . He w r o t e : 

W e l l B o b , it s u r e h a p p e n e d . T h e j e w s got c a u g h t ; 
t h e y w e n t o v e r t h e m o u n t a i n t r a i l and w e n t t h e 
s a m e way I w e n t w i t h t h e m t h ^ , f i r s t t i m e ; and t h e y 
g o t c a u g h t n e a r T u p p e r L a k e . 

V i n c e n t , t o o , had h i s s h a r e of c l o s e c a l l s . W h i l e l e a v i n g 

a s a c r a m e n t a l w i n e s t o r e in M a n h a t t a n w h e r e he had g o n e to 

o b t a i n a s u p p l y of l i q u o r f o r a r e u n i o n of t h e 2 3 r d of 

B r o o k l y n , V i n c e n t and a n o t h e r e x - s o l d i e r w e r e c o n f r o n t e d 

by t h e n o t o r i o u s p r o h i b i t i o n a g e n t Izzy E i n s t e i n . E i n s t e i n 

a s k e d t h e m w h a t w a s in t h e s a c k , b u t V i n c e n t ' s p a r t n e r t o s s e d 

it i n t o t h e car and d r o v e a w a y t h u s p r e v e n t i n g t h e i r a r r e s t 

for lack of e v i d e n c e . V i n c e n t k n e w b o t h E i n s t e i n and h i s 

b u r l y p a r t n e r M o e S m i t h on f r i e n d l y t e r m s , b u t he had no 

d o u b t t h a t t h e y w o u l d h a v e a r r e s t e d him in a m o m e n t had t h e y 

e v e r f o u n d him w i t h i l l e g a l l i q u o r . " ^ 

P r o p e l l e d by a m b i t i o n and t h e p r o s p e c t of v a s t p r o f i t , 

V i n c e n t o r g a n i z e d a g r o u p of i n v e s t o r s in t h e s u m m e r of 1 9 2 2 

to o b t a i n a f r e i g h t e r of S c o t c h w h i s k e y to be t r a n s h i p p e d 

via t h e f r e e h a r b o r of H a m b u r g to j u s t o u t s i d e t h e t e n m i l e 

l i m i t off t h e c o a s t of t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . T h e r e it w o u l d 

be s o l d to the s o - c a l l e d " m o s q u i t o f l e e t " w h i c h w a s t h r i v i n g 

a l o n g " r u m r o w . " V i n c e n t got t h e i d e a a f t e r s e v e r a l v i s i t s 



to the rum f l e e t a n c h o r e d off L o n g I s l a n d w h e r e he l e a r n e d 

t h a t S c o t c h , w h i c h w a s p u r c h a s e d for s e v e n d o l l a r s per c a s e 

in E u r o p e , w a s b e i n g s o l d to the o p e r a t o r s of t h e " m o s q u i t o 

f l e e t " for as m u c h as o n e - h u n d r e d - e i g h t y d o l l a r s per c a s e . 

T h e r e w a s an o b v i o u s f o r t u n e to be m a d e , if the c a p i t a l c o u l d 

be r a i s e d to m o u n t a s h i p m e n t . 

As a l w a y s , V i n c e n t r e l i e d on p e r s u a s i o n , and n o t a few 

a f f l u e n t f r i e n d s w h o a g r e e d to b a c k h i s v e n t u r e . A l w a y s 

a t i r e l e s s p r o m o t e r , o n c e he had set a g o a l , V i c e n t s o o n 

f o r m e d a " s y n d i c a t e . " T h e J u n e 14 l e t t e r f r o m S c h l e i c h i n d i -

c a t e d t h a t V i n c e n t w a s e x p e c t i n g to t a k e t h e f i r s t of two 

E u r o p e a n t r i p s n e c e s s a r y to set up t h e o p e r a t i o n l a t e r t h a t 

s u m m e r . A r m e d w i t h a s u b s t a n t i a l l e t t e r of c r e d i t f r o m t h e 

H a r r i m a n N a t i o n a l B a n k , V i n c e n t and h i s f r i e n d s , J o h n D o d d 

and V i c t o r H a l l , b o o k e d f i r s t c l a s s p a s s a g e on t h e C u n a r d 

l i n e r " B e r e n g a r i a . " V i n c e n t r e c a l l e d the d e t a i l s of t h e 

o p e r a t i o n : 

D u r i m m e d i a t e d e s t i n a t i o n w a s G l a s g o w , S c o t l a n d 
w h e r e we r e g i s t e r e d at t h e S t . E n o c h H o t e l . I 
had m e t R u p e r t D a w s o n in F r a n c e d u r i n g t h e w a r . 
H i s f a t h e r w a s P e t e r D a w s o n , t h e w e l l k n o w n S c o t c h 
w h i s k e y d i s t i l l e r . . . B u y i n g a l c o h o l i c b e v e r a g e s 
for u l t i m a t e c o n s u m p t i o n in A m e r i c a w a s not an 
u n u s u a l p r a c t i c e . T h e S c o t c h w e r e p l e a s e d at t h i s 
r u s h of b u s i n e s s but t h e y w e r e not p e r m i t t e d to 
s h i p l i q u o r d i r e c t l y to a f r i e n d l y d r y c o u n t r y . 
A c c o r d i n g l y , it w a s t h e c u s t o m to s h i p t h e c a r g o 
to t h e l a r g e f r e e h a r b o r of H a m b u r g , G e r m a n y . 
A f r e e h a r b o r is a s e c t i o n of l a n d w h e r e g o o d s 
a r e s t o r e d in b o n d , d u t y f r e e , for f u r t h e r t r a n s -
s h i p m e n t to o t h e r d e s t i n a t i o n s . T h e r e f o r e we c o n -
t r a c t e d for s o m e w h a t o v e r ten t h o u s a n d c a s e s of 
c e r t a i n b r a n d s of S c o t c h , a v e r a g i n g a b o u t six 
d o l l a r s a c a s e of t w e l v e b o t t l e s . 



V i n c e n t r e p o r t e d the r e s u l t s of h i s f i r s t t r i p and re-

t u r n e d h u r r i e d l y to E u r o p e w h e r e he s t a y e d at the A t l a n t i c 

H o t e l in H a m b u r g w h i l e he c o - o r d i n a t e d d e t a i l s of o p e r a t i o n . 

T h e r e he w a s c o n t a c t e d by a f o r m e r G e r m a n a r m y o f f i c e r , M a j o r 

won S t u l p n a g e l . S t u l p n a g e l w h o w a s now r u n n i n g b o a t l o a d s 

of l i q u o r to F i n l a n d w h i c h a l s o had a p r o h i b i t i o n l a w . 

V i n c e n t r e c a l l e d t h a t : 

T h e c o n v e r s a t i o n w a s c o n s t r u c t i v e , w e l l w o r t h the 
l a v i s h b r e a k f a s t he h a d o r d e r e d , for he g a v e us 
h e l p f u l i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t c h a r t e r i n g o c e a n - g o i n g 
s c h o o n e r s , c o m p a r e d p r i c e s of v a r i o u s J ^ p e s of 
b e v e r a g e s , and s o o n we b e c a m e f r i e n d s . 

V i n c e n t p r o m i s e d to v i s i t S t u l p n a g e l ' s son in V i e n n a w h e r e 

V i n c e n t w a s g o i n g to s e e G r a n d f a t h e r B l o c h w h o w a s h o s p i -

t a l i z e d w i t h w h a t w o u l d u l t i m a t e l y be h i s l a s t i l l n e s s . 

M a j o r von S t u l p n a g e l w o u l d l a t e r b e c o m e a g e n e r a l in t h e 

UJermacht and H i t l e r ' s m i l i t a r y c o m m a n d e r in the o c c u p i e d 

c i t y of P a r i s . 

V i n c e n t ' s t r i p to V i e n n a v i a B e r l i n w h e r e he c o n d u c t e d 

s o m e t r a n s a c t i o n s at t h e D e u t s c h e r B a n k g a v e him a c l o s e 

v i e w of c o n d i t i o n s in p o s t - w a r G e r m a n y . T h e s e v e r e i n f l a t i o n 

m a d e the U . S . d o l l a r a d e s i r a b l e c u r r e n c y , and i t s b u y i n g 

p o w e r w a s s u b s t a n t i a l . R e t u r n i n g f r o m V i e n n a to H a m b u r g 

on t h e t r a i n , V i n c e n t m e t a s h a b b y b u t d i g n i f i e d p a s s e n g e r 

n a m e d P a u l R . von P a c h n e r . A f o r m e r a d m i r a l in t h e A u s t r i a n 

N a v y , von P a c h n e r b e c a m e V i n c e n t ' s c h o i c e to s u p e r v i s e o p e r a -

t i o n s a b o a r d the s c h o o n e r c o n t r a c t e d to d e l i v e r t h e s h i p m e n t 

of l i q u o r . F i n a l l y , the s h i p m e n t w a s r e a d y for d e l i v e r y 



in e a r l y 1 9 2 4 . As V i n c e n t n o t e d , the i n f l a t i o n a r y r a t e f o r 

c h a r t e r i n g t h e s h i p carne to a b o u t " e i g h t y - f i v e c e n t s a 
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c a s e . " T h e c r e w c a m e f r o m H a m b u r g and B r e m e n . W h i l e s t i l l 

s e c r e t i v e , o v e r 60 y e a r s l a t e r a b o u t t h e t o t a l p r o f i t s of 

t h e o p e r a t i o n , V i n c e n t n o t e d t h a t A d m i r a l von P a c h n e r r e c e i v e d 
20 

ten t h o u s a n d d o l l a r s for h i s e f f o r t s . 

F i n a n c i a l l y s e c u r e , V i n c e n t r e t u r n e d to New Y o r k a f t e r 

o v e r s e e i n g the d i s t r i b u t i o n of t h e s h i p m e n t to t h e " m o s q u i t o 

f l e e t . " He i n v e s t e d in s e v e r a l " b l u e c h i p " s t o c k s and r e k i n -

d l e d his i n t e r e s t in r a d i o and s o u n d r e c o r d i n g . V i n c e n t ' s 

p r e v i o u s d e a l i n g s w i t h W a l l S t r e e t had c o n s i s t e d of a p r a n k 

u n d e r t a k e n d u r i n g t h e s u m m e r of 1 9 2 1 . V i n c e n t h a d m a d e a 

b e t a m o n g s o m e f r i e n d s at C a m p W o h e l o , M a i n e t h a t he w o u l d 

c a p t u r e a b e a r c u b to h a v e d a n c e w i t h t h e y o u n g d e b u t a n t e s 

at the c a m p . W i t h J i m H a d g r a f t and G e o r g e S c h l e i c h , V i n c e n t 

d r o v e to A r o o s t o c k C o u n t y , M a i n e w h e r e t h e y c a p t u r e d a s m a l l 

c u b . D r i v i n g b a c k w i t h t h e c u b c a g e d on t h e r u n n i n g b o a r d 

of t h e i r D o d g e t o u r i n g c a r , t h e t r i o w a s i n t e r v i e w e d by a 

B o s t o n G l o b e r e p o r t e r a f t e r d r i v i n g to t h e G l o b e c i t y r o o m 
21 

w h e r e the c u b did c o n s i d e r a b l e d a m a g e . in M a n h a t t a n , t h e y 

t o o k the b e a r to t h e b r o k e r a g e f i r m of E . F . H u t t o n . V i n c e n t 

e n l i s t e d t h e h e l p of a m a r g i n c l e r k in g e t t i n g t h e c u b s m u g -

gled o n t o t h e f l o o r of T h e New Y o r k S t o c k E x c h a n g e w h e r e 

t h e b e a r r a n a m u c k . H a v i n g s u c c e s s f u l l y m o c k e d t h e c u r r e n t 

" b e a r " m a r k e t , V i n c e n t w a s a r r e s t e d and t a k e n w i t h the b e a r 

to t h e O l d S l i p P o l i c e S t a t i o n . T h e r e t h e b e a r d e f e c a t e d 

on t h e f l o o r in f r o n t of t h e s e r g e a n t ' s d e s k . 



V i n c e n t l a t e r c o n t i n u e d the p a s q u i n a d e at M a y o r J o h n 

F . H y l a n ' s o f f i c e w h e r e he p r e s e n t e d the c u b to t h e m a y o r 

a f t e r t h e a n i m a l p a r t o o k of t h e m a y o r ' s l u n c h e o n s a n d w i c h 

and b r o k e h i s g l a s s e s . H y l a n d t o o k t h e m e e t i n g in good h u m o r , 

h o w e v e r , and a c c e p t e d t h e b e a r f o r t h e P r o s p e c t Park Zoo 
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in B r o o k l y n . D u n n e d by t h e M a i n e F i s h e r i e s and W i l d l i f e 

D e p a r t m e n t on A u g u s t 2 1 , V i n c e n t r e f u s e d to pay t h e t w e n t y -

f i v e d o l l a r f i n e on t h e g r o u n d s t h a t h i s w a s a C a n a d i a n b e a r 

t h a t had w a n d e r e d a c r o s s t h e b o r d e r i n t o M a i n e t h u s n o t q u a l i -
23 

f y i n g u n d e r M a i n e ' s c o n s e r v a t i o n l a w s . 

V i n c e n t ' s a d v e n t u r e s d u r i n g t h e t w e n t i e s e x h i b i t h i s 

h i g h l y t u n e d s e n s e of h u m o r and i n g e n u i t y . T h i s w a s t h e 

era of f a d s and f o l l i e s , b u t V i n c e n t ' s a c t i v i t i e s run d e e p e r 

t h a n " w o n d e r f u l n o n s e n s e . " T h e c h i l d in him had b e e n re-

p r e s s e d , p e r h a p s , by t h e s t r i c t u r e s of h i s u p b r i n g i n g . F o r 

the r e s t of h i s a d u l t l i f e , V i n c e n t m a i n t a i n e d a s e n s e of 

fun a l o n g w i t h a b e n i g n a n t i - e s t a b l i s h m e n t o u t l o o k . He c o n -

t i n u e d to " c o l l e c t 1 e n c o u n t e r s w i t h f a m o u s p e o p l e b u t o f t e n 

r e c a l l e d an i r o n i c or o f f - b e a t a s p e c t . H i s m e m o r y of H e r b e r t 

H o o v e r f r o m the P a r i s P e a c e C o n f e r e n c e w a s t h a t t h e e n v o y ' s 

s h o e s s q u e a k e d . ^ At C a r n e g i e H a l l , V i n c e n t v o l u n t e e r e d 

to be h y p n o t i z e d by F r e n c h p s y c h o l o g i s t E m i l e C o u e . C o u e ' s 

a u t o - s u g g e s t i v e m a x i m - " e v e r y d a y , in e v e r y w a y , y o u ' r e 

g e t t i n g b e t t e r and b e t t e r " - w a s b e c o m i n g a n a t i o n a l m o t t o , 

b u t V i n c e n t f a i l e d to be h y p n o t i z e d . C o u e a n n o u n c e d t h a t 
2 5 

h i s s u b j e c t w a s " d e f i c i e n t in p r o p e r c o n c e n t r a t i o n . " 



On a t r i p to F l o r i d a d u r i n g the w i n t e r of 1 9 2 1 , V i n c e n t 

and S c h l e i c h f i n a n c e d the e x c u r s i o n by o b t a i n i n g t h e s e r v i c e s 

of b a r n s t o r m i n g p i l o t B o b M o o r e . M o o r e f l e w V i n c e n t to B i m i n i 

w h e r e V i n c e n t a r r a n g e d to p u r c h a s e t h i r t y c a s e s of b o n d e d 

2 6 

s c o t c h f r o m the c a p t a i n of a rum s h i p c a l l e d " T h e Sea G u l l . " 

O b t a i n i n g t h e c a r g o l a t e r at a r e n d e z v o u s on t h e M i a m i R i v e r , 

V i n c e n t and h i s p a r t n e r t r a n s f e r r e d t h e l i q u o r to t h e h i d d e n 

c o m p a r t m e n t of t h e W i l l s S a i n t e C l a i r e . To a v o i d c u s t o m s 

i n s p e c t i o n of the r e t u r n t r i p to New York on a C l y d e l i n e 

s h i p , V i n c e n t p u r c h a s e d an a l l i g a t o r and s t r a p p e d its c a g e 

to the b a c k of t h e c a r . T h e s h i p m e n t a r r i v e d s a f e l y on t h e 

H u d s o n R i v e r P i e r and the a l l i g a t o r , a f t e r c a u s i n g a c o m m o t i o n 

at G a n s v o o r t M a r k e t , w a s p r e s e n t e d to t h e A q u a r i u m n e a r t h e 
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B a t t e r y . 

In 1 9 2 4 , a f t e r h i s E u r o p e a n t r i p s , V i n c e n t d e c i d e d to 

r e t u r n to F l o r i d a to d a b b l e in the s p e c u l a t i v e r e a l e s t a t e 

m a r k e t . T h e s o - c a l l e d " b i n d e r b u s i n e s s " , in w h i c h a s m a l l 

d e p o s i t w a s a d v a n c e d a g a i n s t t h e f u t u r e a p p r e c i a t i o n of t h e 

p a r c e l of l a n d , w a s w i d e s p r e a d . E v e n e x - S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e 

W i l l i a m J e n n i n g s B r y a n , w h o m V i n c e n t saw c o n d u c t i n g an o p e n 

a i r B i b l e c l a s s , w a s e x t o l l i n g t h e v i r t u e s of C o r a l G a b l e s 

2 8 
r e a l e s t a t e . W h i l e w a i t i n g for t h e l a n d i n v e s t m e n t to 

i n c r e a s e , V i n c e n t o b t a i n e d a job as a r e p o r t e r on the M i a m i 
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I l l u s t r a t e d T a b , a V a n d e r b i l t n e w s p a p e r . A s s i g n e d to t h e 

d r a m a d e s k , V i n c e n t w a s p r a i s e d by e d i t o r La V e r n e C o l l i e r 

f o r h i s w o r k on p i c t u r e a s s i g n m e n t s . T h e b i n d e r b u s i n e s s , 

h o w e v e r , f a i l e d w h e n V i n c e n t ' s e q u i t y on a l a r g e p a r c e l of 



l a n d in C o c o n u t G r o v e w a s l o s t w h e n the d e v e l o p e r d e f a u l t e d . 

In the s u b s e q u e n t a f t e r m a t h of t h e F l o r i d a r e a l e s t a t e c o l -

l a p s e , e v e n the M i a m i T a b w e n t o u t of b u s i n e s s . ^ 

As R o b e r t V/incent a p p r o a c h e d t h e a g e of t h i r t y , he had 

not y e t d i s c o v e r e d h i s l i f e ' s w o r k . W h i l e he had m o r e t h a n 

s a t i s f i e d h i s d e s i r e for t r a v e l and a d v e n t u r e , he did not 

h a v e a p r o f e s s i o n or a c a r e e r . 

It w a s o n l y a f t e r h i s m a r r i a g e to a y o u n g d i v o r c e e , 

V i o l a Q u i m b y , on J u n e 2 9 , 1 9 2 7 ^ t h a t h i s t a l e n t s b e g a n to 

t a k e t h e s h a p e of a s u s t a i n e d d i r e c t i o n . V i o l a M a r s h a m Q u i m b y 

w a s an i n t e l l i g e n t , c l e a r - t h i n k i n g w o m a n w h o had k n o w n V i n c e n t 

s i n c e t h e e a r l y 1 9 2 0 ' s w h e n V i n c e n t w a s a m e m b e r of a g r o u p 

of r a d i o e n t h u s i a s t s w h i c h i n c l u d e d V i o l a ' s b r o t h e r s . R e c e n t l y 

d i v o r c e d f r o m RCA e x e c u t i v e , J a y Q u i m b y , V i o l a w a s a t t r a c t e d 

to V i n c e n t ' s u n p r e d i c t a b l e w i t and f r e e - s p i r i t . A s t r o n g 

w o m a n of s u r e c o n v i c t i o n and a t a l e n t e d h o m e m a k e r . V i o l a 

V i n c e n t p r o v i d e d a s e c u r e b a s e of o p e r a t i o n s f o r V i n c e n t 

d u r i n g a f i f t y - s e v e n y e a r m a r r i a g e . V i o l a had t u r n e d d o w n 

an o p p o r t u n i t y to a t t e n d S m i t h C o l l e g e d u r i n g W o r l d W a r I 

to s t a y h o m e w i t h h e r m o t h e r in t h e a b s e n c e of her b r o t h e r s 

w h o w e r e s e r v i n g in t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s N a v y . A s u p e r b c o o k 

and a p e r c e p t i v e m a n a g e r , V i o l a V i n c e n t c r a f t e d a h o m e l i f e 

f o r R o b e r t V i n c e n t t h a t he had n e v e r had as a c h i l d . T o l e r a n t 

of his r e s t l e s s n a t u r e and e n e r g e t i c p u r s u i t of p r o j e c t s , 

V i o l a s e e m e d to be t h e p e r f e c t f o i l for V i n c e n t . S h e d i d , 

h o w e v e r , i n s i s t on o n e t h i n g a f t e r t h e i r m a r r i a g e . V i n c e n t 

m u s t l e a v e t h e l i q u o r b u s i n e s s . 



As a r e s u l t , R o b e r t V i n c e n t m a d e a m o v e w h i c h b r o u g h t 

him i n t o t h e i n f a n t f i e l d of s o u n d r e c o r d i n g . T h r o u g h h i s 

old f r i e n d C h a r l e s E d i s o n , V i n c e n t w e n t to w o r k f o r t h e r e c o r d -

ing d i v i s i o n of t h e E d i s o n l a b o r a t o r i e s . T h r o u g h o u t the 

t w e n t i e s , V i n c e n t had c o n t i n u e d to p u r s u e r e c o r d i n g as a 

h o b b y a d d i n g to h i s c o l l e c t i o n of v i n t a g e r e c o r d i n g s of t h e 

v o i c e s of f a m o u s p e r s o n a l i t i e s . T h e E d i s o n job w a s an o p p o r t u -

n i t y for V i n c e n t to add to h i s t e c h n i c a l k n o w l e d g e of r e c o r d -

i n g . It a l s o p u t h i m i n t o c o n t a c t on a r e g u l a r b a s i s w i t h 

old E d i s o n h a n d s l i k e W a l t e r M i l l e r and B i l l H a y e s w h o s e 

e x p e r i e n c e w i t h E d i s o n w e n t b a c k to t h e e a r l i e s t d a y s of 

s o u n d r e c o r d i n g in t h e 1 8 9 0 ' s . At E d i s o n , t h e m o r e m u n d a n e 

t a s k s of h i s j o b l i k e c a t a l o g u i n g and f i l i n g d a t a f r o m r e c o r d 

s e s s i o n s , w a s e n h a n c e d by w o r k i n g in an e n v i r o n m e n t t h a t 

r e p r e s e n t e d the v i r t u a l b i r t h p l a c e of t h e s o u n d i n d u s t r y . 

W h i l e he did n o t u n d e r t a k e h i s p i o n e e r i n g r e s t o r a t i o n 

w o r k on the e a r l y E d i s o n w a x c y l i n d e r s u n t i l a f t e r he h a d 

l e f t the E d i s o n l a b o r a t o r i e s , V i n c e n t d i s c o v e r e d a m i s s i o n . 

N o t o n l y w o u l d he m a k e s o u n d r e c o r d i n g h i s p r o f e s s i o n , b u t 

he w o u l d e v e n t u a l l y u n d e r t a k e a q u e s t of r e s u r r e c t i n g and 

r e - r e c o r d i n g s o m e of t h e e a r l i e s t and r a r e s t E d i s o n c y l i n d e r 

r e c o r d i n g s . In e f f e c t , h i s E d i s o n y e a r s w e r e an a p p r e n t i c e s h i p 

in a f i e l d w h i c h w a s so new t h a t he w a s a b l e to l e a r n f r o m 

i t s p i o n e e r s . T h e s p e c i a l g i f t s t h a t V i n c e n t b r o u g h t w i t h 

him i n c l u d e d a a c u t e s e n s e of t i m i n g , an i n n a t e l o v e of s o c i a l 

h i s t o r y , and an a t t e n t i o n to d e t a i l h o n e d by y e a r s of n e w s p a p e r 

w o r k and h u s t l i n g on t h e s t r e e t s of New Y o r k . In t i m e V i n c e n t 



w o u l d b e c o m e not o n l y t h e f i r s t b u t the b e s t " s o u n d a r c h i v i s t " 
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in A m e r i c a . " 

S h o r t l y a f t e r h i s s u c c e s s f u l i n v e n t i o n of the f o i l c y l i n -

der p h o n o g r a p h in 1 8 7 8 , T h o m a s E d i s o n c a l l e d a t t e n t i o n to 

t h e h i s t o r i c a l c a p a b i l i t i e s of t h e p h o n o g r a p h . He w r o t e : 

It w i l l h e n c e f o r t h be p o s s i b l e to p r e s e r v e 
for f u t u r e g e n e r a t i o n s t h e v o i c e s , as w e l l as t h e 
w o r d s , of o u r W a s h i n g t o n s , our L i n c o l n s , our 
G l a d s t o n e s , e t c . , and to h a v e t h e m g i v e us t h e i r 
g r e a t e s t e f f o r t s in e v e r y ^ g w n and h a m l e t in t h e 
c o u n t r y u p o n our h o l i d a y s . 

T h e p h o n o g r a p h , h o w e v e r , e v o l v e d i n t o a m e d i u m f o r c o m m e r c i a l 

e n t e r t a i n m e n t w h i c h had a p r o f o u n d e f f e c t u p o n the c u l t u r e 

at l a r g e but its i n f l u e n c e w a s e s s e n t i a l l y m u s i c a l . T h e 

r o l e of t h e p h o n o g r a p h in h i s t o r i c a l p r e s e r v a t i o n of v o i c e s 

w a s a s e c o n d a r y f u n c t i o n of t h e new m e d i u m . E d i s o n , in at-

t e m p t i n g to p u b l i c i z e h i s i n v e n t i o n m a d e s e v e r a l e x p e r i m e n t a l 

w a x c y l i n d e r s by d i r e c t d i c t a t i o n in t h e e a r l y 1 8 9 0 ' s . S o m e 

of the e a r l i e s t c y l i n d e r s i n c l u d e d a r e c o r d i n g of t h e s o u n d 

of the a c t u a l b u g l e w h i c h w a s b l o w n at B a l a c l a v a in 1 8 5 4 

s o u n d e d by a s u r v i v o r of T h e C h a r g e of t h e L i g h t B r i g a d e , 

K e n n e t h L a n d f r e y at E d i s o n H o u s e , L o n d o n , on A u g u s t 2 , 1 8 9 0 . 

O t h e r r e c o r d i n g s i n c l u d e d m e s s a g e s by F l o r e n c e N i g h t i n g a l e , 

a l s o r e c o r d e d in 1 8 9 0 , and a m e s s a g e to A m e r i c a f r o m B r i t i s h 

s t a t e s m a n W i l l i a m E w a r t G l a d s t o n e . T h e s e and l a t e r r e c o r d i n g s 

by s h o w m a n P . T . B a r n u m , a c t r e s s S a r a h B e r n h a r d t , and o t h e r s 

w e r e n e v e r d u p l i c a t e d and l a n g u i s h e d in t h e E d i s o n v a u l t s 

f o r d e c a d e s u n t i l V i n c e n t r e - d i s c o v e r e d t h e m and t r a n s f e r r e d 

t h e m to m o d e r n d i s c s . ^ D u r i n g h i s E d i s o n a p p r e n t i c e s h i p , 



V i n c e n t r e a l i z e d t h a t h i s t o r i c a l v o i c e c o l l e c t i n g w a s a f i e l d 

t h a t he had u n t o h i m s e l f . A f t e r y e a r s of u n f o c u s e d e n d e a v o r , 

he had r e g a i n e d t h e d i r e c t i o n of h i s b o y - e d i t o r d a y s . H i s 

d e s i r e to be at t h e c e n t e r of t h i n g s and h i s i n t e r e s t in 

h i s t o r i c a l p e r s o n a l i t i e s c o u l d be b r o u g h t t o g e t h e r . S o u n d 

r e c o r d i n g c o u l d p l a c e him on the " i n s i d e " o n c e a g a i n . If 

he m a s t e r e d h i s c r a f t w e l l , p e r h a p s h i s t o r y w o u l d e v e n c o m e 

to h i m . 

It w o u l d t a k e R o b e r t V i n c e n t s e v e r a l y e a r s , h o w e v e r , 

b e f o r e he c o u l d b r i n g t o g e t h e r a l l t h e e l e m e n t s of h i s new-

f o u n d f i e l d . T h e s t o c k m a r k e t c r a s h of 1 9 2 9 and t h e s u b s e -

q u e n t d e c i s i o n by E d i s o n to l e a v e t h e r e c o r d i n g b u s i n e s s 

in 1 9 3 0 l e f t V i n c e n t u n e m p l o y e d a l o n g w i t h ten m i l l i o n o t h e r 

y o u n g A m e r i c a n s . W i t h a l l of h i s l i q u o r b u s i n e s s e a r n i n g s 

t i e d up in p l u m m e t i n g i n v e s t m e n t s l i k e New York B o n d and 

S h a r e , V i n c e n t t u r n e d h i s a t t e n t i o n to t h e i m m e d i a t e m a t t e r 

of s u r v i v a l . W i t h a f a m i l y , now i n c l u d i n g h i s y o u n g son 

K e n n e t h - b o r n in 1 9 2 8 , he w o u l d h a v e to f a l l b a c k on h i s 

i n n a t e r e s o u r c e f u l n e s s to e a r n a l i v i n g . Y e t , in t h e f a c e 

of T h e G r e a t D e p r e s s i o n , V i n c e n t f o u n d h i m s e l f w e l l e q u i p p e d 

for e c o n o m i c s u r v i v a l . F i f t y y e a r s l a t e r , V i n c e n t r e c a l l e d 

the e a r l y 1 9 3 0 ' s as a t i m e of i m p r o v i s a t i o n and r e s o u r c e f u l -

n e s s . B i n g C r o s b y ' s r e c o r d i n g of E . Y . H a r b u r g ' s l y r i c 

" B r o t h e r C a n You S p a r e a D i m e " m a y h a v e b e e n V i n c e n t ' s f a v o r -

i t e d e p r e s s i o n a n t h e m , b u t he did no p a n h a n d l i n g h i m s e l f . 

S u s t a i n e d by his h u s t l i n g i n s t i n c t s and s e n s e of h u m o r , 

V i n c e n t v i e w e d t h e G r e a t D e p r e s s i o n as a p e r s o n a l t e s t . 



F r o m t h e t i m e he l e f t E d i s o n u n t i l he e s t a b l i s h e d h i s 

own s o u n d and r e c o r d i n g s t u d i o in 1 9 3 5 , V i n c e n t w o r k e d at 

a v a r i e t y of j o b s . T h e V i n c e n t s ' c o m f o r t a b l e l i f e in s u b u r b a n 

Pelharn M a n o r , New Y o r k w a s u p r o o t e d , b u t V i n c e n t d e v i s e d 

a b u s i n e s s s e l l i n g p i e s to t h e B r i a r c l i f f G i r l s S c h o o l in 

W e s t c h e s t e r C o u n t y . To h o u s e t h e i r g r o w i n g t r a d e , V i n c e n t 

r e n t e d a l a r g e m a n s i o n n e a r B r i a r c l i f f M a n o r for f i f t y d o l l a r s 

per m o n t h . V i o l a V i n c e n t ' s d e l i c i o u s m e a t p i e s and o t h e r 

s p e c i a l t y i t e m s b r o u g h t in e n o u g h b u s i n e s s so t h a t t h e y h i r e d 

s e v e r a l f e m a l e h e l p e r s . F o r o v e r a y e a r , t h e V i n c e n t s ran 

a day and n i g h t s h i f t p r o d u c i n g b a k e d g o o d s t h a t V i n c e n t 

d e l i v e r e d in t h e i r B u i c k s e d a n w h i c h w a s o u t f i t t e d w i t h p i e 

r a c k s . F i n a l l y in 1 9 3 1 , t h e E m i g r a n t S a v i n g s B a n k i n f o r m e d 

t h e m t h a t the m a n s i o n w a s s o l d . T h e p i e b u s i n e s s w a s c l o s e d , 

and the V i n c e n t s m o v e d i n t o an a p a r t m e n t in m i d t o w n 
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M a n h a t t a n . 

A f t e r the f a i l u r e of a c a n d y b u s i n e s s , V i n c e n t did re-

c o r d i n g w o r k in the s t u d i o of H a z a r d E . R e e v e s . L a t e r he 

w o r k e d as a h o u s i n g i n s p e c t o r for t h e C i t y of New York and 

w a s e m p l o y e d by t h e N a t i o n a l R e c o v e r y A d m i n i s t r a t i o n as a 

l a b o r c o m p l i a n c e a d j u s t e r . R e c o r d s show t h a t V i n c e n t w o r k e d 

w i t h the C o m p l a i n t I n v e s t i g a t i o n U n i t of the W o r k s P r o g r e s s 

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n in New York f r o m A u g u s t 1 u n t i l l a t e O c t o b e r , 

1 9 3 5 . H i s s u p e r i o r f o u n d him " o u t s t a n d i n g l y c a p a b l e in w r i t -

i n g c l e a r and c o n c i s e r e p o r t s " and " s h o w i n g a d m i r a b l e i n v e s t i -
3 6 

g a t i v e a b i l i t y . " He a d d e d t h a t V i n c e n t w a s "a c l e a n c u t 

y o u n g m a n , i n c l i n e d to be o p t i m i s t i c and l o o k ( i n g ) at the 



b r i g h t e r s i d e of t h i n g s . " V i n c e n t ' s s e n s e of h u m o r ( a n d , 

p e r h a p s , h i s i n s e c u r i t y a b o u t a l a c k of a c o l l e g e d e g r e e ) 

is e v i d e n t in his N . R . A . a p p l i c a t i o n f o r m w h e r e he l i s t e d 
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t h e " Y s a y e S c h o o l of J o u r n a l i s m " on h i s e d u a t i o n a l r e c o r d . 

F o r a b r i e f p e r i o d d u r i n g t h e 1 9 3 2 p r e s i d e n t i a l e l e c t i o n , 

V i n c e n t w a s e m p l o y e d at R o o s e v e l t c a m p a i g n h e a d q u a r t e r s in 

t h e B i l t m o r e H o t e l . T h e r e , he w o r k e d in t h e o f f i c e of 

F . D . R . ' s c a m p a i g n m a n a g e r J a m e s J . F a r l e y . It m i g h t be as-

s u m e d t h a t t h i s e x p e r i e n c e p l a y e d a r o l e in V i n c e n t ' s a c q u i r -

ing the N a t i o n a l R e c o v e r y A d m i n i s t r a t i o n j o b . 

D u r i n g his e m p l o y m e n t w i t h t h e R e e v e s s t u d i o at 1 6 0 0 

B r o a d w a y in the e a r l y 1 9 3 0 ' s , V i n c e n t l e a r n e d the p r a c t i c a l 

s i d e of t h e r e c o r d i n g b u s i n e s s . C o m p l a i n i n g l a t e r t h a t 

R e e v e s ' t h i r t y d o l l a r a w e e k p a y c h e c k s o f t e n b o u n c e d , V i n c e n t 

n e v e r t h e l e s s g a i n e d i n v a l u a b l e e x p e r i e n c e in c u t t i n g m a s t e r s 

on the a w k w a r d t r a n s c r i p t i o n e q u i p m e n t t h e n in u s e b e f o r e 
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the a d v e n t of t a p e r e c o r d i n g . L a t e r , he m o d e s t l y s a i d 

t h a t a l l he k n e w a b o u t s o u n d r e c o r d i n g in t h o s e d a y s c o u l d 

be p i c k e d up in f i f t e e n m i n u t e s by "a s m a r t kid t o d a y . " 

H o w e v e r , V i n c e n t ' s r e p u t a t i o n for q u a l i t y p r o d u c t i o n soon 

b e c a m e s o l i d in New Y o r k m e d i a c i r c l e s . ^ 

D e s p i t e h i s N . R . A . w o r k , V i n c e n t had - s i n c e h i s E d i s o n 

d a y s - i n t e n d e d to go i n t o the s o u n d b u s i n e s s for h i m s e l f . 

F i n a l l y , by l a t e 1 9 3 5 , he had s t a b i l i z e d h i s f i n a n c i a l c o n d i -

t i o n e n o u g h to e s t a b l i s h h i s own s o u n d and r e c o r d i n g s t u d i o . 

C a l l i n g it T h e N a t i o n a l V o c a r i u m , V i n c e n t set up h e a d q u a r t e r s 

in a p e n t h o u s e s u i t e in " L a M a i s o n F r a n ç a i s e " at R a d i o C i t y . ^ 1 



T h e BIO F i f t h A v e n u e o f f i c e b e c a m e a c o m b i n a t i o n s t a g i n g 

a r e a , p r o d u c t i o n f a c i l i t y , and a r c h i v e . V i n c e n t ' s p l a n w a s 

to i n t e g r a t e h i s g r o w i n g c o l l e c t i o n of v i n t a g e h i s t o r i c a l 

v o i c e r e c o r d i n g s i n t o a b u s i n e s s w h i c h w o u l d p r o v i d e n o t 

o n l y the u s u a l r e c o r d i n g s e r v i c e s b u t a l s o w o u l d t a k e a l e a d -

ing r o l e in t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n of the e a r l i e s t r e l i c s of t h e 

s o u n d i n d u s t r y . T h e i m p o r t a n c e of V i n c e n t ' s c o l l e c t i o n c a n n o t 

be u n d e r s t a t e d s i n c e at t h a t t i m e a l m o s t no o n e in the r e c o r d -

ing i n d u s t r y w a s c o n c e r n e d w i t h h i s t o r i c p r e s e r v a t i o n . 

R e f l e c t i n g u p o n h i s s t u d i o d a y s in New Y o r k , R o b e r t 

V i n c e n t said t h a t he " w i s h e d he had b e e n m o r e of a b u s i n e s s m a n 

and l e s s of an i d e a l i s t . W h a t V i n c e n t m e a n t w a s t h a t 

h i s i n t e r e s t in s o u n d r e c o r d i n g f o c u s e d on the h i s t o r i c a l 

u s e s of t h e m e d i u m r a t h e r t h a n t h e c o m m e r c i a l . If t h i s s o u n d s 

c o n t r a d i c t o r y w h e n v i e w e d n e x t to h i s p r o f i t - o r i e n t e d l i q u o r 

b u s i n e s s , it s h o u l d be s t r e s s e d t h a t V i n c e n t - a b o v e a l l 

e l s e - w a s a " s e l f - a c t u a l i z i n g " p e r s o n a l i t y . ^ 3 He d e f i n e d 

h i m s e l f in t e r m s of p r o j e c t s and the c o m p l e t i o n of t h e m . 

O n c e a g o a l w a s c o m p l e t e d , it w a s s e t a s i d e in f a v o r of t h e 

n e x t big p r o j e c t . T h e l i q u o r b u s i n e s s had an a l l u r e , a c h a l -

l e n g e . It w a s d a n g e r o u s and s o m e w h a t r o m a n t i c . It a l s o 

s a t i s f i e d t h e a n t i - e s t a b 1 i s h m e n t u r g i n g s in V i n c e n t ' s c h a r a c -

t e r . Y e t , o n c e he had l e f t " b o o t l e g g i n g " a n d had l o s t h i s 

p r o f i t s f r o m it in t h e s t o c k m a r k e t c r a s h , V i n c e n t h a p p i l y 

m o v e d on to w h a t e v e r w a s n e x t . 

Y e t , in t r u t h R o b e r t V i n c e n t had n o t g o n e i n t o b o o t l e g g -

ing as a w a r r i o r a g a i n s t P h i l i s t i n i s m . He f u l l y e x p e c t e d 



to g e t r i c h . W h e n he did n o t , he w a s n o t u n h a p p y . T h a t , 

al ong w i t h a s k i l l at m y t h m a k i n g , w a s h i s c h a r m and h i s 

v i r t u e . It is i m p o r t a n t to a n y u n d e r s t a n d i n g of t h e man 

to u n d e r s t a n d V i n c e n t ' s a b i l i t y to p u t a n o b l e , h o n o r i f i c 

f a c e on e v e r y t h i n g he d i d . V i n c e n t , t h u s l y , w e n t i n t o s o u n d 

r e s t o r a t i o n for m i x e d r e a s o n s , not t h e l e a s t of w h i c h w a s 

t h e p r o f i t m o t i v e . H o w e v e r , h i s p r i d e and c r e a t i v i t y s o o n 

m a d e t h i s new c a r e e r a n o t h e r c a l l to g l o r y . 

T h e s o u n d and r e c o r d i n g b u s i n e s s , t h e n , w a s n o t j u s t 

a new w a y to m a k e a l i v i n g ; it b e c a m e a c a l l i n g , a m i s s i o n . 

W h i l e h i s old e m p l o y e r " B u s t e r " R e e v e s q u i e t l y w e n t a b o u t 

b u i l d i n g a c o n v e n t i o n a l r e c o r d i n g b u s i n e s s t h a t e m e r g e d a 

few y e a r s l a t e r as an e s t a b l i s h e d c o r p o r a t i o n , V i n c e n t k e p t 

V o c a r i u m s m a l l . C o m f o r t a b l e w i t h a o n e m a n s h o w , V i n c e n t 

c a p t u r e d t h e q u i x o t i c and l e s s p r o f i t a b l e r e s t o r a t i o n m a r k e t . 

W h i l e p e r f o r m i n g f r e e l a n c e w o r k for a d v e r t i s i n g a g e n c i e s 

and d o i n g r e g u l a r j o b s l i k e r e c o r d i n g t h e S t a n d a r d O i l s t o c k -

h o l d e r s ' m e e t i n g s , V i n c e n t c o n t i n u e d to a d d to h i s c o l l e c t i o n 

of r e c o r d s . He h a u n t e d e s t a t e s a l e s to l o o k for old c y l i n d e r s 

and c o m p e t e d w i t h o t h e r c o l l e c t o r s l i k e J a c k C a i d i n of T h e 

C o l l e c t o r ' s R e c o r d S h o p . 4 4 S e v e r a l t r i p s o u t to W e s t O r a n g e , 

New J e r s e y to W a l t e r M i l l e r ' s h o m e p a i d off for V i n c e n t w h e n 

he d i s c o v e r e d s e v e r a l o r i g i n a l E d i s o n e x p e r i m e n t a l w a x c y l i n -

d e r s in h i s b a s e m e n t . V i n c e n t b o r r o w e d t h e m a n d r e - r e c o r d e d 

t h e m e l e c t r i c a l l y on a d u b b i n g d e v i c e t h a t he and F r a n k L . 

C a p p s set u p . C a p p s had a l a b o r a t o r y on 4 9 t h S t r e e t in New 



Y o r k and c u s t o m e n g i n e e r e d s p e c i a l p l a y b a c k s t y l i for V i n c e n t 

as n e e d e d . 

T r a n s f e r r i n g t h e s e h i s t o r i c c y l i n d e r s to d i s c s b e c a m e 

V i n c e n t ' s o b s e s s i o n . As he n o t e d in 1 9 7 0 , "I s p e n t m o s t 
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e v e n i n g s and w e e k e n d s on t h e h i s t o r i c r e c o r d c o l l e c t i o n . " 

He ran t h e i n c o m e - p r o d u c i n g a c t i v i t i e s of V o c a r i u m S t u d i o s 

d u r i n g b u s i n e s s h o u r s and w o r k e d a f t e r h o u r s as a " s o u n d 

a r c h e o l o g i s t " ^ 5 d i s c o v e r i n g r a r e r e c o r d i n g s and i m p r o v i n g 

t h e i r s o u n d . T y p i c a l of h i s l a t e n i g h t l a b o r s w a s t h e s e s s i o n 

in w h i c h he c o m p l e t e d the d u b of t h e L a n d f r e y b u g l e c a l l . 

As V i n c e n t r e c a l l e d : 

A c t u a l l y , it w a s . . . in 1 9 3 5 w h e n I f i r s t c a m e 
u p o n t h i s p r i c e l e s s r e l i c in the c e l l a r of W a l t e r 
H . M i l l e r ( f o r m e r l y d i r e c t o r of t h e E d i s o n R e c o r d i n g 
D i v i s i o n ) at h i s h o m e in S o u t h O r a n g e , New J e r s e y . 

T h a t s a m e n i g h t , s o m e of my f r i e n d s and I 
w o r k e d for h o u r s at t h e s t u d i o in New Y o r k to g r i n d 
t h e p r o p e r s a p p h i r e s t y l u s and m a k e a f i l t e r e d , 
e l e c t r i c a l d u p l i c a t i o n on d i s c of t h i s h i s t o r i c 
c y l i n d e r r e c o r d . It s e e m e d r a t h e r s p o o k y , at a b o u t 
3 a . m . , to l i s t e n to t h e l o u d s p e a k e r p l a y b a c k 
an u n b e l i e v a b l y c l e a r r e p r o d u c t i o n . We f e l t l i k e 
s o u n d a r c h e o l o g i s t s and c e l e b r a t e d t h e f e a t by 
g o i n g j:̂ ) an a l l - n i g h t d r u g s t o r e f o r c h o c o l a t e 
s o d a s . 

P h o t o g r a p h s of V i n c e n t f r o m t h i s p e r i o d r e v e a l h i s f a s -

c i n a t i o n w i t h h i s new r o l e . P e e r i n g o v e r h i s r e c o r d i n g e q u i p -

m e n t , h i s f a c e i l l u m i n a t e d a g a i n s t a dark b a c k g r o u n d , V i n c e n t 

l o o k s l i k e a w i z a r d i n t e n t u p o n h i s e x p e r i m e n t s . H i s r e c o r d -

ing m a c h i n e u s e d for e l e c t r i c a l d u b b i n g is i n s c r i b e d w i t h 

the s l o g a n " H e l l o P o s t e r i t y . " T h e e q u i p m e n t l o o k s i m p r e s s i v e 

and c o m p l i c a t e d . V i n c e n t ' s e m u l a t i o n of E d i s o n is o b v i o u s . 



T h e p r o c e s s , h o w e v e r , by m o d e r n s t a n d a r d s w a s n o t 

d i f f i c u l t . An e l e c t r i c a l p i c k u p w a s c o n n e c t e d to an old 

c y l i n d e r m a c h i n e by a s p e c i a l a r m a t u r e t h a t V i n c e n t d e s i g n e d . 

T h e m a c h i n e w a s s u p p l i e d w i t h a v a r i a b l e p i t c h e l e c t r i c a l 

p o w e r s o u r c e . T h e p i c k u p w a s fed i n t o a m i x e r w h i c h e n a b l e d 

V i n c e n t to e q u a l i z e and f i l t e r t h e s o u n d s of t h e c y l i n d e r s 

w h i c h w e r e d u b b e d o n t o an a c e t a t e or g l a s s b a s e t r a n s c r i p t i o n 

d i s c by m e a n s of a c u t t i n g h e a d . T h e t r i c k i e s t p a r t of t h e 

o p e r a t i o n w a s t h e s e l e c t i o n of t h e p r o p e r p i c k u p s t y l u s w h i c h 

V i n c e n t d e t e r m i n e d by m e a n s of a m i c r o s c o p e and w h i c h w a s 
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c u s t o m m a d e by F r a n k C a p p s at h i s 4 9 t h S t r e e t l a b o r a t o r y . 

In f a c t , V i n c e n t o w e d a g r e a t d e a l to W a l t e r M i l l e r , 

an e x p e r i e n c e d v e t e r a n of E d i s o n ' s s t u d i o , w h o b e c a m e V i n c e n t ' s 

m e n t o r . L i k e t h e e d i t o r s and p u b l i s h e r s of h i s B o y s ' P a p e r 

d a y s , M i l l e r p r o v i d e d V i n c e n t w i t h f i r s t - h a n d k n o w l e d g e . 

W i t h o u t h i m , V i n c e n t c o u l d n o t h a v e o b t a i n e d m u c h of t h e 

r a r e m a t e r i a l w h i c h m a d e up the c o r e of h i s c o l l e c t i o n . 

It w a s , h o w e v e r , V i n c e n t ' s own i d e a to r e - r e c o r d and i m p r o v e 

the s o u n d of t h e s e r e l i c s . T o g e t h e r , V i n c e n t and M i l l e r 

w o r k e d o u t m a n y of t h e d e t a i l s of t h e p r o j e c t . Y e t , it w a s 

V i n c e n t ' s v i s i o n and o r g a n i z a t i o n a l a b i l i t i e s w h i c h b r o u g h t 

t o g e t h e r a l l t h e e l e m e n t s . As he p r o v e d in T h e B o y s ' P a p e r 

and l a t e r in t h e V - D i s c p r o j e c t d u r i n g W o r l d W a r I I , V i n c e n t 

c o u l d n o t o n l y d r e a m b u t c o u l d d e l i v e r . 

In l a t e r l i f e , V i n c e n t s p o k e of h i s " d e s i r e to h a l t 

t h e f l e e t i n g m o m e n t ? to g i v e t h o s e w h o c o m e a f t e r us a m o r e 

i n t i m a t e u n d e r s t a n d i n g of t h e m e n and w o m e n of our own t i m e 



. . . T h e q u e s t to c o l l e c t and p r e s e r v e h i s t o r i c a l l y 

s i g n i f i c a n t r e c o r d i n g s w a s b e c o m i n g V i n c e n t ' s o b s e s s i o n d u r i n g 

t h e t h i r t i e s b u t t h e m o r e m u n d a n e a f f a i r s of r u n n i n g a b u s i n e s s 

o c c u p i e d h i s t i m e t o o . V i n c e n t t u r n e d to r a d i o as a p o t e n t i a l 

m o n e y m a k e r by p r o d u c i n g a s e r i e s of t r a n s c r i b e d p r o g r a m s . 

His l o c a t i o n in R a d i o C i t y p l a c e d him in c o n t a c t w i t h n e t w o r k 

s t a r s l i k e F r e d A l l e n and t h e c o t e r i e of a c t o r s l i k e K e n n e t h 

D e l m a r ( S e n a t o r C l a g h o r n of A l l e n ' s A l l e y ) and S a n t o s O r t e g a 

(the v o i c e of A d m i r a l B y r d on A d v e n t u r e s W i t h A d m i r a l B y r d ) 

who p r o v i d e d v o i c e s on s e v e r a l of t h e p o p u l a r s u s t a i n i n g 

s e r i e s . ^ ^ V o c a r i u m S t u d i o s w a s o f t e n c a l l e d u p o n to p r o v i d e 

r e f e r e n c e m a t e r i a l for t h e B r i t i s h B r o a d c a s t i n g C o r p o r a t i o n 

w h i c h a l s o had i t s A m e r i c a n h e a d q u a r t e r s in R o c k e f e l l e r C e n t e r . 

V i n c e n t a l s o p r o v i d e d h i s t o r i c a l m a t e r i a l to t h e M a r c h of 

T i m e s t a f f and T h e C o l u m b i a W o r k s h o p , a C B S d r a m a t i c s e r i e s . 

B e a t r i c e K a y , a s i n g e r w h o s p e c i a l i z e d in s o n g s of t h e 1 8 9 0 ' s , 

u s e d V i n c e n t ' s c o l l e c t i o n to e x p a n d h e r r e p e r t o i r e w h e n s h e 

b e c a m e a r e g u l a r m e m b e r of T h e G a y 9 0 ' s R e v i e w , a n o s t a l g i c 

m u s c i a l v a r i e t y s e r i e s on C B S in 1 9 4 1 . M G M S t u d i o s o b t a i n e d 

V i n c e n t ' s r e c o r d i n g s of t h e v o i c e of T h o m a s E d i s o n for S p e n c e r 
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T r a c y to s t u d y w h e n he w a s c a s t in t h e f i l m , E d i s o n t h e M a n . 

V i n c e n t ' s f i r s t e x p e r i e n c e w i t h r a d i o c o n s i s t e d of a 

v e n t u r e w i t h N o r m a n O b e r i n t o " m a n - o n - t h e s t r e e t " i n t e r v i e w s 

w h i c h t h e y s o l d to c o m m e r c i a l s t a t i o n s . O b e r w a s a c o u s i n o f 

the d i s t i n g u i s h e d r a d i o w r i t e r N o r m a n C o r w i n w h o m V i n c e n t 

a l s o k n e w . L a t e r , C o r w i n i n t r o d u c e d V i n c e n t to a y o u n g s o n g -

w r i t e r n a m e d E a r l R o b i n s o n w h o w a s t r y i n g to o b t a i n a 



G u g g e n h e i m F e l l o w s h i p . V i n c e n t r e c o r d e d s o m e of R o b i n s o n ' s 

o r i g i n a l m a t e r i a l on d i s c s w h i c h h e l p e d R o b i n s o n g e t the 

g r a n t . R o b i n s o n s u b s e q u e n t l y b e c a m e a h i t , and t h e c o m p o s e r 

r e m a i n e d a c l o s e f r i e n d of V i n c e n t ' s . 

In 1 9 3 6 , V i n c e n t m e t a G e r m a n C a t h o l i c p r i e s t n a m e d 

F a t h e r P a u l S c h u l t e . O n e in a l o n g s e r i e s of V i n c e n t ' s o f f b e a t 

a c q u a i n t e n c e s , S c h u l t e had b e e n a p i l o t in t h e G e r m a n a i r 

f o r c e d u r i n g W o r l d W a r I . A f t e r h i s o r d i n a t i o n , he f o u n d e d 

M I V A , T h e A s s o c i a t i o n for M o d e r n T r a n s p o r t a t i o n F a c i l i t i e s 

in M i s s i o n a r y D i s t r i c t s . S c h u l t e had w r i t t e n a b o o k c a l l e d 
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T h e F l y i n g M i s s i o n a r y a n d had e n l i s t e d V i n c e n t to do t h e 

s o u n d p r o d u c t i o n on a f i l m a b o u t h i s a d v e n t u r e s . S e n s i n g 

a p r o j e c t in t h e m a k i n g , V i n c e n t s u g g e s t e d p r o d u c i n g a r a d i o 

s e r i e s w h i c h w o u l d " m a k e S c h u l t e as w e a l t h y as F a t h e r 

C o u g h l i n , " t h e n n o t o r i o u s t h r o u g h h i s r a d i o p u l p i t a t t a c k s 

on t h e R o o s e v e l t a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . S c h u l t e ' s f l y i n g m i s s i o n s 

in W e s t A f r i c a and A l a s k a w o u l d p r o v i d e t h e b a s i s for s c r i p t s 

w h i c h V i n c e n t w o u l d w r i t e and p r o d u c e . T h e d r a m a t i z e d s e r i e s 

w o u l d be d i s t r i b u t e d to r a d i o s t a t i o n s v i a s i x t e e n inch t r a n -

s c r i p t i o n d i s c s . ^ 

W h i l e n o t a g r e a t f i n a n c i a l s u c c e s s , W i n g s O v e r T h e 

W o r l d p r o v i d e d V i n c e n t w i t h v a l u a b l e p r o d u c t i o n e x p e r i e n c e . 

T h e p a r t n e r s h i p a l s o p r o d u c e d s e v e r a l f a v o r i t e a n e c d o t e s 

for V i n c e n t i n c l u d i n g a s t o r y a b o u t t h e i r e s c a p e f r o m a b u r n i n g 

F o r d c o u p e in the H o l l a n d T u n n e l . S o m e n i t r a t e f i l m s t o c k 
j 

in V i n c e n t ' s t r u n k c a u g h t f i r e , and S c h u l t e i g n o b l y f l e d 

on f o o t f e a r i n g an e x p l o s i o n w h i l e V i n c e n t w a s l e f t to 



e x t i n g u i s h t h e b l a z e w i t h h i s s p o r t s j a c k e t . S c h u l t e s u b s e -

q u e n t l y r e t u r n e d to G e r m a n y l e a v i n g V i n c e n t w i t h t h e v a g u e 

s u s p i c i o n t h a t t h e c l e r i c w a s a N a z i spy t h o u g h t h i s w a s 
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n e v e r s u b s t a n t i a t e d . 

In 1 9 3 8 , l/incent o r i g i n a t e d an i d e a for a r a d i o s e r i e s 

b a s e d on t h e v o i c e a c t u a l i t i e s in h i s c o l l e c t i o n . C a l l e d 

V o i c e s of Y e s t e r d a y , the s e r i e s w a s t r a n s c r i b e d on s i x t e e n 

i n c h p l a s t i c d i s c s and w a s d i s t r i b u t e d by t h e H a r r y S . G o o d m a n 

a d v e r t i s i n g a g e n c y of New Y o r k . T h e f i f t e e n m i n u t e p r o g r a m s 

w e r e d r a m a t i c a l l y s c r i p t e d to t e l l a s t o r y l e a d i n g up to 

t h e a c t u a l r e c o r d i n g . In t h e m a n n e r of c l a s s i c r a d i o , V o i c e s 

o p e n e d w i t h p a t r i o t i c o r c h e s t r a t h e m e m u s i c and a s t e n t o r i a n 

v o i c e a n n o u n c i n g " . . . t h a n k s to t h e i n v e n t i v e g e n i u s of 

T h o m a s A l v a E d i s o n and t h r o u g h the m a r v e l s of m o d e r n s c i e n c e 

. . . t h e v o i c e s of t h e g r e a t , l o n g s i l e n t , a c t u a l l y s p e a k 
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a g a i n . . . ." 

V i n c e n t ' s a c t o r s for t h e s c r i p t e d d r a m a t i z a t i o n s i n c l u d e d 

K e n n e t h D e l m a r , l a t e r f a m o u s as S e n a t o r C l a g h o r n e on t h e 

F r e d A l l e n p r o g r a m . T h e r e c o r d i n g s f e a t h e r e d in t h e s e r i e s 

i n c l u d e d t h e E d i s o n e x p e r i m e n t a l c y l i n d e r s and n e w e r d i s c s 

by such f i g u r e s as Sir A r t h u r C o n a n D o y l e , W i l l R o g e r s , A d m i r a l 

R o b e r t E . P e a r y , and K i n g G e o r g e V . V o i c e s of Y e s t e r d a y 

w a s s y n d i c a t e d to o v e r o n e h u n d r e d s t a t i o n s . L e t t e r s to 

t h e G o o d m a n a g e n c y f r o m l o c a l s p o n s o r s i n d i c a t e d a f a v o r a b l e 

r e s p o n s e . T h e C a r r L i g g e t t a g e n c y of C l e v e l a n d , O h i o r e p o r t e d 

t h a t " t h i s . . . d i g n i f i e d p r o g r a m . . . is a c t u a l l y e x c i t i n g 
5 6 

- a c o m b i n a t i o n v e r y d i f f i c u l t to f i n d . " 



B u s i n e s s w a s b r i s k f o r V i n c e n t as h i s r e p u t a t i o n g r e w . 

P u b l i c i t y , t h r o u g h V i n c e n t ' s r a d i o a p p e a r a n c e s on p r o g r a m s 

l i k e F a m o u s F i r s t F a c t s on s t a t i o n UJOR and M a r t i n B l o c k ' s 

M a k e B e l i e v e B a l l r o o m on 111 N E W , b r o u g h t in a d d i t i o n a l b u s i n e s s 

f r o m a d v e r t i s i n g a g e n c i e s and f r e e l a n c e w o r k . No one e l s e 

w a s d o i n g r e s t o r a t i o n w o r k on old c y l i n d e r s , so p e o p l e w i t h 

r a r e old c y l i n d e r s c a m e to V i n c e n t . D e e m s T a y l o r , t h e n o t e d 

m u s i c c r i t i c , c a m e to V i n c e n t ' s p e n t h o u s e s t u d i o w i t h a c y l i n -
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d e r of h i s own v o i c e m a d e in 1 8 8 7 . V i n c e n t had F r a n k C a p p s 

m a k e a s p e c i a l s t y l u s for it and d u b b e d it for T a y l o r . He 

k e p t a c o p y for h i s own c o l l e c t i o n . O f t e n r e l a t i v e s of t h e 

g r e a t c a m e to h e a r r e c o r d i n g s of t h e i r l o v e d o n e . T h e s e 

i n c l u d e d W o o d r o w W i l s o n ' s d a u g h t e r , H o p e D a v i s - d a u g h t e r 

of R i c h a r d H a r d i n g D a u i s , ^ and G a r r e t A . H o b a r t J r . - son 
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of P r e s i d e n t W i l l i a m M c K i n l e y ' s f i r s t v i c e p r e s i d e n t . 

V i n c e n t w o u l d o f t e n m a k e a c o p y of t h e r e c o r d i n g f r e e in 

e x c h a n g e for a r e c o r d e d " m e s s a g e for p o s t e r i t y " by t h e v i s i t o r . 

C u s t o m a r i l y , as in t h e c a s e of t h e w i d o w of P r e s i d e n t B e n j a m i n 

H a r r i s o n , V i n c e n t w a s c o r d i a l . H o w e v e r , w h e n H e l e n F r i c k 

- the U n i t e d S t a t e s S t e e l h e i r e s s - c a l l e d on him w i t h a 

c y l i n d e r of h e r l o n g - d e a d two y e a r old s i s t e r it w a s d i f f e r e n t . 

M r s . F r i c k , a R o o s e v e l t - h a t i n g R e p u b l i c a n , t u r n e d V i n c e n t ' s 

p o r t r a i t of E l e a n o r R o o s e v e l t f a c e d o w n on h i s d e s k s a y i n g , 
6 0 

" D o you m i n d ? T h i s w o m a n n a u s e a t e s m e . " V i n c e n t a g r e e d 

to m a k e h e r r e c o r d i n g , b u t t r i p l e d h e r f e e . 

T h e N a t i o n a l V o c a r i u m a l s o u n d e r t o o k t h e job of r e - r e c o r d -
6 1 

ing t h e f a m e d M a p e l s o n c y l i n d e r s . T h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l R e c o r d 



C o l l e c t o r ' s S o c i e t y w a s i s s u i n g 78 rpm r e l e a s e s of t h e e a r l y 

t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y o p e r a r e c o r d i n g s . V i n c e n t a l s o i s s u e d 

a s e r i e s of v o i c e 7 8 ' s f r o m h i s own c o l l e c t i o n on t h e N a t i o n a l 

V o c a r i u m l a b e l . R e l e a s e s w e r e s i m i l a r to t h e V o i c e s of Y e s -

t e r d a y f o r m a t w i t h an a n e c d o t a l l e a d - i n to the f a m o u s r e c o r d i n g 

of a v o i c e f r o m t h e p a s t . R e l e a s e s i n c l u d e d C a p t a i n R o b e r t 

B a r t l e t t r e m i n i s c i n g a b o u t h i s old c o m m a n d e r , A d m i r a l R o b e r t 

E . P e a r y ; P r o f e s s o r W i l l i a m L y o n P h e l p s of Y a l e i n t r o d u c i n g 

t h e v o i c e of h i s f r i e n d J a m e s UJhitcomb R i l e y ; and D r . C l a u d e 
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M . F u e s s p r e s e n t i n g P r e s i d e n t C a l v i n C o o l i d g e . C e l e b r i t i e s 

l i k e T a l l u l a h B a n k h e a d , t h e a c t r e s s , c a m e to V i n c e n t ' s s t u d i o 

to r e c o r d a d v e r t i s i n g s p o t s . A y o u n g s i n g e r f r e s h f r o m 

N a s h v i l l e , T e n n e s s e e a r r i v e d o n e day to r e c o r d d e m o n s t r a t i o n 

d i s c s . H e r n a m e w a s D i n a h S h o r e , and s h e w o u l d s o o n be f e a -

t u r e d on N B C ' s p o p u l a r C h a m b e r M u s i c S o c i e t y of L o w e r B a s i n 

S t r e e t . T h e s e c o n t a c t s w o u l d p r o v e i n v a l u a b l e l a t e r w h e n 
6 2 

V i n c e n t n e e d e d t a l e n t to r e c o r d on V - D i s c s . 

V i n c e n t w a s a l s o b u s y p o l i s h i n g h i s s k i l l s as an a f t e r -

d i n n e r s p e a k e r . U s i n g h i s c o l l e c t i o n , V i n c e n t s c h e d u l e d 

a n u m b e r of e n g a g e m e n t s b a s e d on t h e f o r m a t of t h e V o i c e s 

s e r i e s . T h e c o n c e p t r e l i e d on V i n c e n t ' s a b i l i t y to p e r s o n a l i z e 

t h e c h a r a c t e r of t h e g r e a t p e r s o n a g e w h o s e v o i c e w o u l d p r o v i d e 

t h e p u n c h y c l i m a x to t h e a n e c d o t e b e h i n d t h e r e c o r d i n g . 

T h e c e n t e r p i e c e of t h e p r e s e n t a t i o n w a s h i s own 1 9 1 2 r e c o r d i n g 

of T h e o d o r e R o o s e v e l t . N e w s p a p e r s t o r i e s a b o u t V i n c e n t ' s 

a c t i v i t i e s f u r t h e r e d h i s i m a g e as o n e w h o had " k e p t the f a i t h " 

in E d i s o n ' s m i s s i o n to u s e t h e p h o n o g r a p h as a m e a n s of 



p r e s e r v i n g h i s t o r y for p o s t e r i t y . T y p i c a l of t h e s e s t o r i e s 

is o n e in t h e B r i d g e p o r t H e r a l d f r o m S u n d a y , D e c e m b e r 1 1 , 

1 9 3 8 : 

S e a r c h i n g in t h e d u s t y a t t i c s , b r o w s i n g t h r o u g h 
f o r g o t t e n f i l e s . . . of t h e E d i s o n o f f i c e s , V i n c e n t 
s l o w l y and p a i n s t a k i n g l y a s s e m b l e d a c o l l e c t i o n 
of v o i c e s w h i c h m i g h t n e v e r h a v e b g ^ n h e a r d f r o m 
a g a i n w e r e it n o t for h i s e f f o r t s . 

T i m e m a g a z i n e f e a t u r e d a s t o r y a b o u t V i n c e n t and V o i c e s of 

H i s t o r y in its A p r i l 1 0 , 1 9 3 9 i s s u e : 

L a s t w e e k , t h a n k s to 20 y e a r s of r u m m a g i n g by an 
e n t h u s i a s t i c M a n h a t t a n h o b b y i s t n a m e d R o b e r t 
V i n c e n t , e v e r y t o w n and H a m l e t w i t h i n r a n g e of 
34 l o c a l r a d i o s t a t i o n s in t h e U . S . and s e v e r a l 
in A u s t r a l i a , m i g h t h a v e h e a r d the v o i c e s t h a t 
E d i s o n and o t h e r s r e c o r d e d s p e a k i n g s c r a t c h i l y 
f r o m t h e p a s t . . . t h e old r e c o r d i n g s r e c a p t u r e 
m o m e n t s c a l c u l a t e d to s t i r the m e m o r i e s of o l d s t e r s 
and g i v e y g y n g s t e r s s h i v e r y e a r f u l s f r o m b e y o n d 
t h e g r a v e . 

A n o t h e r V i n c e n t r a d i o p r o d u c t i o n r e s u l t e d f r o m h i s as-

s o c i a t i o n w i t h A d m i r a l R i c h a r d E . B y r d , t h e e x p l o r e r of t h e 

S o u t h P o l e . B y r d w a s b e t w e e n e x p e d i t i o n s in 1 9 3 8 w h e n he 

w a s s e e k i n g a (Mew York b a s e of o p e r a t i o n s for h i s w r i t i n g 

and l e c t u r e a c t i v i t i e s . A p r i v a t e m a n , B y r d had c o n t a c t e d 

the m a n a g e m e n t of R o c k e f e l l e r C e n t e r to d i s c r e e t l y a r r a n g e 

o f f i c e s p a c e for h i m . T h e y , in t u r n , a s k e d V i n c e n t if he 

w o u l d m i n d s u b - l e t t i n g o n e of h i s e x t r a r o o m s in h i s s u i t e 
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in "La M a i s o n F r a n ç a i s e . " V i n c e n t had o b t a i n e d a f a v o r a b l e 

l e a s e on t h e l a r g e p e n t h o u s e s u i t e for f i f t y - d o l l a r s a m o n t h . 

N o w , he s h r e w d l y s u b l e t B y r d t h e e x t r a r o o m for t h e e n t i r e 

a m o u n t . B y r d and V i n c e n t l i k e d e a c h o t h e r i m m e d i a t e l y , b u t 



B y r d - no p i k e r h i m s e l f - s u r p r i s e d V i n c e n t by r u n n i n g an 

a d v e r t i s e m e n t in P r o g r a m m a g a z i n e d e s i g n a t i n g V i n c e n t as 

h i s a g e n t for a s e r i e s of l e c t u r e s e n t i t l e d " A n t a r c t i c A d v e n -
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t u r e . " For t h e n e x t tujo y e a r s , V i n c e n t s e r v e d as B y r d ' s 

u n p a i d a s s i s t a n t . H i s d u t i e s i n c l u d e d b o o k i n g e n g a g e m e n t s , 

d r i v i n g B y r d to l o c a l a p p e a r a n c e s , and t a k i n g c a r e of h i s 
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s l e d - d o g R i c k e y . In r e t u r n , V i n c e n t e n j o y e d B y r d ' s c o m p a n y 

and w a s a p p o i n t e d to t h e p o s t of " C h i e f R e c o r d i n g E n g i n e e r 
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and A r c h i v i s t of t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s A n t a r c t i c S e r v i c e . " 

In a v e r y r e a l s e n s e , V i n c e n t had " c o l l e c t e d " a n o t h e r 

f a m o u s f r i e n d . In h i s c o l l e c t i o n , t h e r e is a d i s c r e c o r d i n g 

of a t e l e p h o n e c o n v e r s a t i o n b e t w e e n V i n c e n t and B y r d w h o 

w a s on t o u r in Z a n e s v i l l e , O h i o . T h e s u b j e c t of t h e i r c o n v e r -

s a t i o n w a s an u p c o m i n g g u e s t d a t e for B y r d on t h e F r e d A l l e n 

r a d i o s h o w . V i n c e n t c a n n i l y r e c o r d e d b o t h the B y r d c o n v e r s a -

t i o n and t h e s u b s e q u e n t c a l l to M a r k H a n n a , A l l e n ' s r e p r e -

s e n t a t i v e in New Y o r k . T h e c o n v e r s a t i o n s d o c u m e n t B y r d in 

an i n f o r m a l m o m e n t and r e v e a l an i n s i g h t i n t o t h e r a d i o b o o k -

ing b u s i n e s s . B y r d r e m a r k s t h a t t h e O c t o b e r 15th c o n f l i c t 

is " j u s t too d a m n e d b a d . " V i n c e n t i n f o r m s him t h a t " i t s 

a good f e e . . . f i v e - h u n d r e d d o l l a r s " and t h e n g e t s H a n n a 
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to a g r e e to a new d a t e on O c t o b e r 2 2 n d . A l w a y s t h e a r c h i -

v i s t , V i n c e n t t h e n m a d e a t r a n s c r i p t i o n of t h e A l l e n show 

w h i c h f e t u r e d B y r d in an i n a n e s k i t w i t h A l l e n , P o r t l a n d 
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H o f f a , and c o m e d i a n K e n n y B a k e r . L i s t e n i n g to t h e e n t i r e 

s e q u e n c e of r e c o r d i n g s a l m o s t f i f t y y e a r s l a t e r , o n e g e t s 

an e e r i e i n s i g h t i n t o t h e w o r l d of r a d i o c i r c a 1 9 4 0 . 



W o r k i n g in R a d i o C i t y m u s t h a v e b e e n a h e a d y e x p e r i e n c e 

for V i n c e n t . T h e R o c k e f e l l e r C e n t e r c o m p l e x w a s t h e h u b 

of the r a d i o and a d v e r t i s i n g i n d u s t r y b e f o r e W o r l d W a r I I . 

It w a s i n e v i t a b l e t h a t V i n c e n t w o u l d p r o d u c e a s e r i e s b a s e d 

on B y r d ' s A n a r c t i c a d v e n t u r e s . T y p i c a l l y , V i n c e n t did n o t 

c r a c k the n e t w o r k e s t a b l i s h m e n t . R a t h e r , he u s e d t h e s a m e 

f o r m u l a - w i t h b e t t e r m a t e r i a l - t h a t he had w i t h W i n g s O v e r 

t h e W o r l d . P r e f e r r i n g t h e f r e e d o m of an i n d e p e n d e n t o p e r a -

t i o n , V i n c e n t w r o t e and p r o d u c e d t w e n t y - s i x f i f t e e n - m i n u t e 

p r o g r a m s e n t i t l e d A d v e n t u r e s W i t h A d m i r a l B y r d . C o m p l e t e d 
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in 1 9 4 1 , t h e s e r i e s s t a r r e d S a n t o s O r t e g a as A d m i r a l B y r d . 

E a c h p r o g r a m o p e n e d w i t h t h e d r a m a t i c s o u n d of a p o l a r 

b l i z z a r d w i n d and t h e t a p p i n g of a t e l e g r a p h k e y . B y r d h i m -

s e l f read t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n to each a d v e n t u r e w h i c h w o u l d 

be e n t i t l e d " A l o n e W i t h D e a t h , " " T h e D e v i l ' s G r a v e y a r d , " 

or "An E p i s o d e F r o m A d v a n c e B a s e . " O n c e a g a i n t h e s e r i e s 

w a s m a r k e t e d by the H a r r y S . G o o d m a n a g e n c y w h i c h p r o v i d e d 

s u b s t a n t i a l p u b l i c r e l a t i o n s e x p l o i t a t i o n i n c l u d i n g t h e o f f e r 

of m i n i a t u r e p e n g u i n s a u t o g r a p h e d by B y r d and " l i v e h u s k y 

d o g s " b r e d in W o n a l a n c e t , New H a m p s h i r e and o f f e r e d for s a l e 
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to B y r d f a n s . W h i l e no t h r e a t to T h e L o n e R a n g e r and T h e 

G r e e n H o r n e t , the p r o g r a m s w e r e e n t e r t a i n i n g and p r o f e s s i o n a l -

ly p r o d u c e d . T h e s e r i e s c i r c u l a t e d w i d e l y b u t f a i l e d to 

g a i n w i d e a p p e a l , p e r h a p s b e c a u s e W o r l d W a r II w a s t u r n i n g 

p u b l i c t a s t e a w a y f r o m p e a c e - t i m e h e r o e s . A c o n t r a c t d a t e d 

F e b r u a r y 1 0 , 1 9 4 2 g i v e s G o o d m a n t h e o p t i o n to p u r c h a s e a d d i -
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t i o n a l p r o g r a m s f r o m V i n c e n t u p o n d e m a n d . H o w e v e r , 



V i n c e n t ' s e n t r y i n t o t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s A r m y l a t e r in 1 9 4 2 

e f f e c t i v e l y e n d e d t h e s e r i e s . 

A p r o f i l e of V i n c e n t a p p e a r e d in t h e May 1 7 , 1 9 4 1 e d i t i o n 

of T h e New Y o r k e r m a g a z i n e . Its p u b l i c a t i o n m a r k e d V i n c e n t ' s 

" a r r i v a l " as t h e p r e - e m i n e n t v o i c e c o l l e c t o r . D o c u m e n t i n g 

h i s c a r e e r as a " f a i r l y w e l l - k n o w n b r a t , " a u t h o r B a r b a r a 

H e g g i e r e c o u n t s w h a t had b e c o m e t h e c a n o n of V i n c e n t ' s l i f e 

74 

i n c l u d i n g s e v e r a l s m a l l h i s t o r i c a l i n a c c u r a c i e s . H i s s t r u g -

g l e s to e s t a b l i s h a p e r m a n e n t h o m e for h i s v o i c e c o l l e c t i o n , 

and h i s e x p e r t o p i n i o n of s e v e r a l f a m o u s v o i c e s a r e r e c o u n t e d . 

H e g g i e e l i c i t s V i n c e n t ' s t h e o r y t h a t v o i c e and c h a r a c t e r 

a r e i n t e r r e l a t e d . " T h e r e a r e c e r t a i n v i b r a t i o n s t h a t h e l p 

me to t e l l w h a t a m a n is l i k e , " V i n c e n t s a y s . H i s a d v i c e 

to t h e R e p u b l i c a n s a f t e r t h e 1940 e l e c t i o n is " g e t a m a n 
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w i t h a v o i c e . " T h e o v e r a l l t h e m e of t h e New Y o r k e r s k e t c h 

is t h a t V i n c e n t , " a n a p p l e - c h e e k e d , b r i g h t - e y e d l i t t l e m a n 

in h i s e a r l y f o r t i e s " is an o r i g i n a l w h o " l e a v e s t h e b r e a k f a s t 

t a b l e at n i n e in t h e m o r n i n g and may not be h o m e f r o m t h e 
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s t u d i o u n t i l a f t e r m i d n i g h t . " 

T h i s p o r t r a i t of V i n c e n t in m i d - l i f e r e v e a l s t h e e x t e n t 

to w h i c h he had a b s o r b e d t h e t r a i t s of h i s h e r o e s . D e s c r i b e d 

as " h a p p y , if a l m o s t a l o n e , in h i s h o b b y , " V i n c e n t s t r i k e s 

a p o s e as a l o n e l y w i z a r d p u r s u i n g h i s q u e s t a g a i n s t a l l 

o d d s . S i g n i f i c a n t l y , he f l i r t s w i t h t h e t o u c h y s u b j e c t of 

h i s f a m i l y by m a k i n g a s e l f - d e p r e c a t i n g r e m a r k t h a t h i s y o u n g e r 
77 

" w e l l - e d u c a t e d b r o t h e r s . . . r e g a r d him as a b l a c k s h e e p . " 

A s u g g e s t i o n of p a i n is s t r u c k in V i n c e n t ' s w o r d s : " T h e y 



t h i n k I'm j u v e n i l e . " In e f f e c t he w a s , b u t in a f i n e r 

s e n s e t h a n he may h a v e r e a l i z e d . V i n c e n t , t h e m a t u r e m a n 

had n o t l o s t h i s b o y i s h e n t h u s i a s m for h i s h e r o e s . T h e l o n e l y 

boy f r o m a b r o k e n h o m e w h o " u s e d to p l a y t h e f a m i l y g r a m o p h o n e 

and w i s h . . . t h a t he c o u l d h a v e h e a r d t h e v o i c e s of A l e x a n d e r 

the G r e a t , M a r y Q u e e n of S c o t s , and o t h e r c h a r a c t e r s f r o m 
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h i s t o r y " had - in a s e n s e - w r a p p e d h i m s e l f up in t h e 

s e c u r i t y of h i s h o b b y . T h e New Y o r k e r p r o f i l e v a l i d a t e d 

t h e f i r s t h a l f of R o b e r t V i n c e n t ' s l i f e . In r e c o u n t i n g h i s 

e a r l y d r e a m s , y o u t h f u l a d v e n t u r e s , and q u i x o t i c p r o j e c t s , 

t h e a r t i c l e w a s an i m p o r t a n t t o k e n of h i s a c c e p t a n c e . He 

w a s now an " o f f i c i a l " New Y o r k c h a r a c t e r , a man w i t h a m i s s i o n , 
8 0 

a n d " a b o u t t h e b e s t man in t h e b u s i n e s s . " 

As A m e r i c a e m b a r k e d i n t o W o r l d W a r I I , R o b e r t V i n c e n t 

w a s a b o u t to end o n e p h a s e of h i s l i f e . T h e w a r w o u l d p r e s e n t 

him w i t h b o t h h i s b i g g e s t c h a l l e n g e s and h i s g r e a t e s t o p p o r t u -

n i t i e s . As he r e a c h e d m i d d l e - a g e he w o u l d f i n d h i m s e l f w e l l -

p r e p a r e d to u n d e r t a k e t h e p r o j e c t s t h a t w o u l d w i n him l a s t i n g 

f a m e in t h e r e c o r d i n g b u s i n e s s . 



C H A P T E R V I I 

" V - D I S C " V I N C E N T 
1 9 4 2 - 1 9 4 6 

As A m e r i c a a p p r o a c h e d its e n t r y i n t o W o r l d W a r I I , R o b e r t 

V i n c e n t e n j o y e d h i s r e p u t a t i o n as o n e of t h e b e s t s o u n d e n g i -

n e e r s in N e u Y o r k . T h e 1 9 4 1 New Y o r k e r p r o f i l e c r e a t e d new 

i n t e r e s t in h i s w o r k . O n e of the i n t e r e s t i n g j o b s w h i c h 

m a t e r i a l i z e d in 1 9 4 1 w a s t h e r e c o r d i n g of a t e s t i m o n i a l d i n n e r 

for I r v i n g B e r l i n g i v e n by t h e N a t i o n a l C o m m i t t e e for M u s i c 

A p p r e c i a t i o n . T h e e v e n t w a s to h o n o r B e r l i n for h i s c o m p o s i -

t i o n " G o d B l e s s A m e r i c a , " w h i c h had b e c o m e an u n o f f i c i a l 

" s e c o n d n a t i o n a l a n t h e m " a f t e r its i n t r o d u c t i o n by K a t e S m i t h 

on h e r A r m i s t i c e D a y r a d i o b r o a d c a s t in 1 9 3 8 ."'" 

T h e s o n g e x p r e s s e d t h e p a t r i o t i c s e n t i m e n t s of an u n c e r -

t a i n n a t i o n as t h e i n e v i t a b i l i t y of w a r t h r e a t e n e d E u r o p e . 

Y e t , in a l a r g e r s e n s e , the s u c c e s s of " G o d B l e s s A m e r i c a " 

r e p r e s e n t e d the new m a n i f e s t p o w e r of m a s s c o m m u n i c a t i o n s . 

R a d i o m a d e B e r l i n ' s s o n g a h i t as it w a s a l s o b r i n g i n g t h e 

E u r o p e a n s i t u a t i o n i n t o f o c u s via n e t w o r k n e w s b r o a d c a s t s . 

H i t l e r ' s s p e e c h e s w e r e b e a m e d i n t o e v e r y h o m e so t h a t h i s 

v o i c e w a s as f a m i l i a r to A m e r i c a n l i s t e n e r s in t h e l a t e 1 9 3 0 ' s 

as t h a t o f , s a y , C l e m M c C a r t h y a n n o u n c i n g t h e l a t e s t J o e 

L o u i s h e a v y w e i g h t c h a m p i o n s h i p f i g h t . 



W i t h t h e r e s u m p t i o n of t h e s e l e c t i v e s e r v i c e d r a f t in 

1 9 4 0 , a l a r g e s e c t o r of t h e p o p u l a r e n t e r t a i n m e n t f i e l d t u r n e d 

i t s a t t e n t i o n to t h e i m p e n d i n g b u i l d u p for w a r . S e n t i m e n t , 

r o m a n c e , s m a l l - t o w n v a l u e s , and d e m o c r a t i c i c o n s f o u n d t h e i r 

w a y i n t o j u k e b o x h i t s l i k e " D r e a m s v i l l e , O h i o " , f i l m s l i k e 

F r a n k C a p r a ' s " M e e t J o h n D o e " , and b i g b a n d r e m o t e b r o a d c a s t s 

l i k e G l e n n M i l l e r ' s p o p u l a r C h e s t e r f i e l d p r o g r a m . By t h e 

a t t a c k on P e a r l H a r b o r on D e c e m b e r 7 , 1 9 4 1 , it w a s e v i d e n t 

t h a t m a s s c o m m u n i c a t i o n s and the p o w e r of t h e A m e r i c a n p o p u l a r 

c u l t u r e w o u l d p l a y no s m a l l p a r t in s u p p o r t i n g t h e w a r e f f o r t . 

T h e s t r e n g t h of r a d i o , f i l m , and t h e r e c o r d i n g i n d u s t r y w o u l d 

n o t o n l y be u s e d for p r o p a g a n d a p u r p o s e s b u t a l s o to s u s t a i n 

t h e m o r a l e of t h o s e in u n i f o r m and on t h e h o m e f r o n t . T h e 

a r m e d f o r c e s and s u c h a g e n c i e s as t h e O f f i c e of W a r I n f o r m a t i o n 

w o u l d r e q u i r e t h e s e r v i c e s of the s k i l l e d a r t i s a n s of t h e 

m e d i a . A f t e r D e c e m b e r 7 , f i l m m a k e r s , r a d i o p r o d u c e r s , s c r i p t -

w r i t e r s , a c t o r s , d i r e c t o r s , and e n g i n e e r s w o u l d b u i l d an 

u n p r e c e d e n t e d g o v e r n m e n t s p o n s o r e d i n f o r m a t i o n and m o r a l e 

m a c h i n e . As the new y e a r of 1 9 4 2 p a s s e d , R o b e r t V i n c e n t 

f e l t r e s t l e s s as he p o n d e r e d w h a t r o l e he w o u l d p l a y in t h i s 
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e f f o r t . 

P e a r l H a r b o r D a y f o u n d V i n c e n t at w o r k in h i s R a d i o 

C i t y s t u d i o f i n i s h i n g s o m e p r o j e c t s . H e a r i n g t h e f i r s t C B S 

n e w s b u l l e t i n s of t h e a t t a c k , V i n c e n t q u i c k l y w a r m e d up h i s 

16 i n c h t r a n s c r i p t i o n t u r n t a b l e s and r e c o r d e d the f a s t - b r e a k i n g 

n e w s f l a s h e s . R e m a i n i n g in t h e s t u d i o for t h e n e x t f o r t y -

e i g h t h o u r s , V i n c e n t c o l l e c t e d a v a r i e t y of a i r c h e c k s of 



h i s t o r y in t h e m a k i n g . T h e s e r e c o r d i n g s r e m a i n t o d a y in 

the N a t i o n a l V o i c e L i b r a r y as a g r a p h i c c r o s s - s e c t i o n of 

t h e i m m e d i a t e i m p a c t of w a r on t h e n a t i o n a l c o n s c i o u s n e s s . 

F o u r d e c a d e s l a t e r , V i n c e n t r e c a l l e d s o m e w h a t h y p e r b o l i -

c a l l y t h a t h i s " b l o o d b o i l e d " at the J a p a n e s e a t t a c k . 3 A 

m o r e r e a l i s t i c a s s e s s m e n t w a s h i s D e c e m b e r 17 c o n v e r s a t i o n 

w i t h h i s s i s t e r E l l e n and h e r h u s b a n d A r n i e w h o b o t h w o r k e d 

for T h e New Y o r k T i m e s . R e f e r r i n g to t h e T i m e s l a y o u t of 

P e a r l H a r b o r p i c t u r e s , V i n c e n t r e m a r k e d , "I d o n ' t f e e l m u c h 

l i k e a w a r , A r n i e . V i n c e n t w a s a p a t r i o t i c m a n , b u t t h e 

m e m o r y of his e x p e r i e n c e s in F r a n c e in 1 9 1 5 m u s t h a v e t e m p e r e d 

h i s i n i t i a l e m o t i o n a l r e s p o n s e to the e v e n t . P r e d i c t a b l y , 

V i n c e n t w a n t e d to get i n t o a c t i o n q u i c k l y . To t h a t e n d , 

s h o r t l y a f t e r New Y e a r ' s , 1 9 4 2 he p r o p o s e d to t o u r A m e r i c a n 

m i l i t a r y i n s t a l l a t i o n s a l o n g t h e A t l a n t i c C o a s t on b e h a l f 

of the U S D . V i n c e n t ' s m i s s i o n w a s to c a p t u r e the s o u n d s 

of the new c i t i z e n a r m y " a t w o r k and at p l a y " and to m a k e 

a s e r i e s of " l i v i n g l e t t e r s " f r o m s e r v i c e m e n to t h e i r f a m i l i e s 
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b a c k h o m e . 

T h e " l i v i n g l e t t e r s " p r o j e c t l a s t e d for a b o u t six m o n t h s 

u n t i l V i n c e n t ' s e n t r y i n t o the a r m y in J u l y of 1 9 4 2 . T h e 

t o u r l a s t e d u n t i l M a r c h and c o v e r e d m a j o r b a s e s as far s o u t h 

as E g l i n F i e l d , F l o r i d a a n d i n c l u d e d the M a r i n e B a r r a c k s 

at P a r r i s I s l a n d , S o u t h C a r o l i n a and n a v a l i n s t a l l a t i o n s 

at C h a r l e s t o n , S o u t h C a r o l i n a . In a d d i t i o n to r e c o r d i n g 

s c o r e s of " l i v i n g l e t t e r s , " V i n c e n t m a d e t r a n s c r i p t i o n s of 

a r m y t a l e n t s h o w s , d a n c e b a n d s , and i n f o r m a l o f f - d u t y e v e n t s . 



T h e r e c o r d i n g s c a p t u r e d t h e s o u n d s of a f a r e w e l l d a n c e f o r 

a M a r i n e u n i t b o u n d for t h e P a c i f i c , a G . I . t r u m p e t e r n a m e d 

B e n n y B e n a k f r o m P i t t s b u r g i m i t i a t i n g H a r r y J a m e s , and a 

s o u t h e r n s o l d i e r c r o o n i n g h i s own c o u n t r y l y r i c a b o u t l e a v i n g 

h i s g i r l to f i g h t H i t l e r . T h e s e p a p e r d i s c s , now transferee! 

to t a p e , a r e v a l u a b l e s o u n d s n a p s h o t s of t h e A m e r i c a n s o l d i e r 

g 

in a s i m p l e r , m o r e i n n o c e n t t i m e . 

lilhile in S o u t h C a r o l i n a , V i n c e n t c a l l e d on c o m p o s e r 

L i l l i e S t r i c k l a n d at h e r h o m e in C h a r l e s t o n and r e c o r d e d 

s e v e r a l d i s c s of t h e w r i t e r of " L i n d y L o u " s i n g i n g h e r o w n 

m a t e r i a l . He a l s o " c r a s h e d in" on t h e e s t a t e of n o v e l i s t 

S o m e r s e t M a u g h a m and p r e v a i l e d u p o n t h e n o t e d w r i t e r to r e c o r d 
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a m e s s a g e to A m e r i c a n t r o o p s on b e h a l f of t h e U S G . As a l w a y s , 

V i n c e n t w a s h a p p i e s t w h e n e n g a g e d in a new p r o j e c t . T y p i c a l l y , 

he a u g m e n t e d USG f i n a n c i n g w i t h h i s own f u n d s , a u t o m o b i l e , 

and s o u n d e q u i p m e n t . V i n c e n t w a s a l t r u i s t i c b u t a l s o r e c o g -

n i z e d t h a t t h e USD t o u r m i g h t o p e n o t h e r d o o r s f o r him in 

j o i n i n g t h e w a r e f f o r t . 

U p o n c o m p l e t i o n of t h e USD t o u r , V i n c e n t r e c e i v e d an 

i n v i t a t i o n f r o m E l e a n o r R o o s e v e l t to v i s i t t h e W h i t e H o u s e . 

M r s . R o o s e v e l t had b e e n a w a r e of V i n c e n t ' s " l i v i n g l e t t e r s " 

and w a n t e d him to b r i n g h i s p l a y b a c k e q u i p m e n t and s o m e h i s -

t o r i c a l r e c o r d i n g s to p l a y for t h e p r e s i d e n t and h i s g u e s t s . 

T h e e v e n t w a s a l u n c h e o n h e l d on S u n d a y , May 2 4 , 1 9 4 2 and 

w a s r e p o r t e d in M r s . R o o s e v e l t ' s "My D a y " c o l u m n on t h e fol-

l o w i n g T u e s d a y . S h e w r o t e : 



. . . the g r o u p w h o l u n c h e d w i t h me had t h e p l e a s u r e 

. . . of h e a r i n g r e c o r d i n g s m a d e by M r . R o b e r t 
V i n c e n t . T h e s e r e c o r d i n g s , w h i c h Y a l e U n i v e r s i t y 
is p r e s e r v i n g for t h e f u t u r e , w i l l be m o s t i n t e r e s t -
ing h i s t o r i c a l d o c u m e n t s . 

W i t h t h e c o - o p e r a t i o n of t h e U S D , M r . V i n c e n t 
h a s v i s i t e d m a n y of o u r a r m y c a m p s . He h a s r e c o r d e d 
l e t t e r s for m a n y of our b o y s and s e n t t h e r e c o r d s 
h o m e so t h e r e c i p i e n t s ^ m a y h e a r t h e v o i c e s of t h e 
b o y s t h e y l o v e . . . . 

M r s . R o o s e v e l t a l s o n o t e d t h a t V i n c e n t p l a y e d a r e c o r d i n g 

of E a r l R o b i n s o n ' s c a n t a t a " a s s u n g o v e r t h e air by P a u l 

R o b e s o n and the NBC c h o r u s . " A l s o , V i n c e n t p l a y e d a r e c o r d i n g 

of h i s own 1 9 1 2 T h e o d o r e R o o s e v e l t c y l i n d e r w h i c h M r s . 

R o o s e v e l t n o t e s " s o u n d e d a b s o l u t e l y n a t u r a l . " V i n c e n t , l a t e r , 

r e m e m b e r e d t h a t P r e s i d e n t R o o s e v e l t e x c u s e d h i m s e l f a f t e r 

d i n n e r and did not l i s t e n to t h e r e c o r d i n g s . M r s . R o o s e v e l t 

i n v i t e d V i n c e n t to s t a y t h e n i g h t in t h e r e s i d e n t i a l q u a r t e r s . 

g 

He l e f t for New Y o r k a f t e r b r e a k f a s t t h e f o l l o w i n g m o r n i n g . 

T h e r e f e r e n c e to Y a l e U n i v e r s i t y in t h e "My D a y " c o l u m n 

c o n c e r n e d a p l a n t h a t V i n c e n t had w o r k e d o u t w i t h B e r n a r d 

K n o l l e n b e r g of t h e Y a l e l i b r a r y to h o u s e V i n c e n t ' s c o l l e c -

t i o n ^ in t h e S t e r l i n g M e m o r i a l L i b r a r y in New H a v e n . A 

New Y o r k T i m e s a r t i c l e on T h u r s d a y , A u g u s t 2 0 , 1 9 4 2 o u t l i n e d 

t h e p r o p o s a l in w h i c h V i n c e n t w o u l d b e c o m e c u r a t o r of the 

c o l l e c t i o n . K n o l l e n b e r g had l e a r n e d of V i n c e n t ' s p r e s e r v a t i o n 

e f f o r t s t h r o u g h t h e p u b l i c i t y s u r r o u n d i n g t h e New Y o r k e r 

p r o f i l e t h e p r e v i o u s y e a r . B e f o r e h i s e n l i s t m e n t in t h e 

a r m y , V i n c e n t w a s a b l e to t r a n s f e r a l a r g e n u m b e r of h i s t o r i -

c a l r e c o r d i n g s to d i s c s w h i c h w e r e s h i p p e d to Y a l e . H o w e v e r , 



b e c a u s e of h i s a r m y d u t i e s and the w a r t i m e p r i o r i t i e s f o r 

b u i l d i n g s p a c e at Y a l e t h e p r o j e c t n e v e r r e a c h e d f r u i t i o n . 

D o c u m e n t s in V i n c e n t ' s f i l e s i n d i c a t e t h a t t h e r e w a s an a c t i v e 

p l a n to h o u s e t h e c o l l e c t i o n at New H a v e n , and V i n c e n t w a s 

o f f i c i a l l y a p p o i n t e d c u r a t o r e v e r y y e a r f r o m 1 9 4 3 to 1948."'""'" 

D u r i n g t h e s u m m e r of 1 9 4 2 , V i n c e n t w a s b u s y f u r n i s h i n g 

" p r o g r a m m a t e r i a l for t h e O f f i c e of W a r I n f o r m a t i o n " f r o m 
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h i s R a d i o C i t y h e a d q u a r t e r s . He a l s o w a s a t t e m p t i n g to 

e n l i s t in the U n i t e d S t a t e s A r m y . U s i n g a l l h i s c o n n e c t i o n s , 

t h e " o r i g i n a l j o b - l a n d e r " o f f e r e d h i s s e r v i c e s to t h e S p e c i a l 

S e r v i c e s D i v i s i o n of t h e A r m y S e r v i c e F o r c e s . F r i e n d s l i k e 

E m i l C o r w i n of T h e B l u e N e t w o r k w r o t e l e t t e r s of e n d o r s e m e n t , 

w h i l e V i n c e n t u s e d t h e t e l e p h o n e to t r a c k d o w n an a s s i g n -

m e n t . ^ On J u n e 2 5 , he r e c o r d e d one s u c h c o n v e r s a t i o n w i t h 

a M a j o r B o l t o n . H a v i n g b e e n t u r n e d d o w n by a C o l o n e l E d w a r d 

M i l l e r on G o v e r n o r ' s I s l a n d w h o is q u o t e d as not " h a v i n g 

a n y need of any d a m n e d r e c o r d i n g s , " V i n c e n t t o o k h i s c a s e 

to B o l t o n w h o s u g g e s t e d a n o t h e r c o n t a c t . ^ E v e n t u a l l y , in 

J u l y , V i n c e n t w a s c o n t a c t e d by M a j o r T h o m a s H . A . L e w i s of 

t h e R a d i o S e c t i o n of t h e I n f o r m a t i o n S e r v i c e s of t h e S p e c i a l 

S e r v i c e s D i v i s i o n , A r m y S e r v i c e F o r c e s . L e w i s , h u s b a n d of 

f i l m s t a r L o r e t t a Y o u n g , w a s l o o k i n g for t e c h n i c a l o f f i c e r s 

to o r g a n i z e t h e New Y o r k o f f i c e of t h e R a d i o S e c t i o n w h i c h 

m a i n t a i n e d its h e a d q u a r t e r s in L o s A n g e l e s . As V i n c e n t 

r e c a l l e d : 

I w a s a s k e d to j o i n t h e n e w l y f o r m e d R a d i o S e c t i o n 
. . . w h o s e job it w a s to p r o d u c e and t r a n s c r i b e 
e n t e r t a i n m e n t r a d i o p r o g r a m s to be b r o a d c a s t to 



our t r o o p s o v e r s e a s . . . . I a c c e p t e d the corn-
m i s s i o n as 1st L i e u t e n a n t , w a s d e s i g n a t e d jg 
t e c h n i c a l o f f i c e r and s t a t i o n in New Y o r k . 

V i n c e n t r e c e i v e d t h e a p p o i n t m e n t on J u l y 2 9 , 1 9 4 2 . A t e l e g r a m 

of c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s f r o m M a j o r L e w i s a r r i v e d on J u l y 3 1 . 

V i n c e n t ' s w i f e V i o l a t o o k o v e r m a n a g e m e n t of V o c a r i u m S t u d i o s 
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for the d u r a t i o n of t h e w a r . 

At t h e t i m e of V i n c e n t ' s e n l i s t m e n t in m i d - 1 9 4 2 , t h e 

t a b l e of o r g a n i z a t i o n of t h e A r m y S e r v i c e F o r c e s w a s r e a c h i n g 

t h e f i n a l s t a g e of i t s e v o l u t i o n . In J u l y , 1 9 4 0 a M o r a l 

B r a n c h ( A d j u t a n t G e n e r a l ' s O f f i c e ) w a s c r e a t e d u n d e r the 

c o m m a n d of G e n e r a l J a m e s U l i o , t h e A s s i s t a n t A d j u t a n t G e n e r a l . 

In the b r a n c h w e r e t w o s e c t i o n s : t h e R a d i o S e c t i o n o r i g i n a l l y 

c o m m a n d e d by C a p t a i n G o r d o n H i t t e n m a r k and t h e R e c r e a t i o n 

and W e l f a r e S e c t i o n w h i c h i n c l u d e d a M u s i c S e c t i o n w h i c h 

w a s c o m m a n d e d by C a p t a i n H o w a r d B r o n s o n , a f o r m e r m e m b e r 

of t h e J o h n P h i l i p S o u s a b a n d . In t h e s u m m e r of 1 9 4 1 , t h e 

M o r a l e B r a n c h b e c a m e t h e M o r a l e S e r v i c e s D i v i s i o n u n d e r t h e 

c o m m a n d of G e n e r a l F r e d e r i c k O s b o r n e . In M a r c h 1 9 4 2 , t h e 

d i v i s i o n w a s r e n a m e d the S p e c i a l S e r v i c e s D i v i s i o n and w a s 

a s s i g n e d to the S e r v i c e s of S u p p l y w h i c h in m i d - 1 9 4 2 w a s 
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d e s i g n a t e d t h e A r m y S e r v i c e F o r c e s . 

In j o i n i n g t h e R a d i o S e c t i o n , R o b e r t V i n c e n t b e c a m e 

a p a r t of t h e g r e a t e s t m i l i t a r y m o r a l e e f f o r t in h i s t o r y . 

T h e R a d i o S e c t i o n , w h i c h b e c a m e t h e A r m e d F o r c e s R a d i o S e r v i c e 

in 1 9 4 3 , w a s r e s p o n s i b l e for b r o a d c a s t i n g e n t e r t a i n m e n t a n d 

i n f o r m a t i o n p r o g r a m s to A m e r i c a n and A l l i e d t r o o p s in a l l 



p a r t s of t h e g l o b e . As R i c h a r d S e a r s n o t e s in V - D i s c s : 

A H i s t o r y and D i s c o q r a p h y : 

In A p r i l 1 9 4 2 , o f f i c e s of t h e R a d i o S e c t i o n 
w e r e e s t a b l i s h e d in b o t h Neu Y o r k and L o s A n g e l e s . 
T h e New York o f f i c e w a s o r g a n i z e d for p r o g r a m pro-
d u c t i o n , l i a s o n w i t h o t h e r A r m y u n i t s , and p r o c u r e -
m e n t of m a t e r i a l and p e r s o n n e l , w h i l e the L o s 
A n g e l e s o f f i c e w a s d e j ^ g n a t e d as p r o g r a m and pro-
d u c t i o n h e a d q u a r t e r s . 

I n i t i a l l y t h e p o p u l a r C o m m a n d P e r f o r m a n c e , J u b i l e e , and G . 

I. J i v e p r o g r a m s w e r e p r o d u c e d in New Y o r k , b u t by J u n e 1 9 4 3 

t h e L o s A n g e l e s o f f i c e had b e c o m e t h e p r i m a r y p r o d u c t i o n 

c e n t e r for r a d i o p r o g r a m m i n g . T h i s w a s d u e in no s m a l l p a r t 

to m a j o r L e w i s ' c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t h e H o l l y w o o d V i c t o r y C o m -

m i t t e e and f o r m e r a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h m a n y w e l l - k n o w n r a d i o 

p r o g r a m s t h r o u g h h i s p o s i t i o n as V i c e P r e s i d e n t of t h e Y o u n g 
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and R u b i c a m A d v e r t i s i n g A g e n c y . 

In New Y o r k , s o m e of L i e u t e n a n t V i n c e n t ' s d u t i e s i n c l u d e d 

t h e p r e p a r a t i o n of t r a n s c r i b e d c o m m e r c i a l r a d i o p r o g r a m s 

w h i c h w e r e s h i p p e d v i a 16 i n c h 33 1/3 r p m d i s c s to m i l i t a r y 
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r a d i o s t a t i o n s and i n s t a l l a t i o n s o v e r s e a s . T h e s e p r o g r a m s 

m i n u s c o m m e r c i a l m e s s a g e s , w e r e r e b r o a d c a s t or u s e d on c a m p 

p u b l i c - a d d r e s s s y s t e m s . H o w e v e r , by t h e s u m m e r of 1 9 4 3 , 

t h e R a d i o S e c t i o n w a s r e c e i v i n g s e v e r a l r e q u e s t s f o r c u r r e n t 

p o p u l a r m u s i c on p h o n o g r a p h r e c o r d s . As V i n c e n t n o t e d in 

a m o n o g r a p h on h i s r o l e in t h e V - D i s c p r o j e c t : 

By t h e s u m m e r of 1 9 4 3 , q u i t e a few r e q u e s t s for 
c u r r e n t p h o n o g r a p h r e c o r d s r e a c h e d our R a d i o S e c t i o n 
O f f i c e , in v i e w of t h e f a c t t h a t s p r i n g w o u n d p o r t -
a b l e p h o n o g r a p h s w e r e b e i n g d i s t r i b u t e d to our 
t r o o p s a l l o v e r t h e w o r l d . . . . Of C o u r s e , t h e r e 
w a s a P e t r i l l o d e c r e e d o v e r - a l l m u s i c a l r e c o r d 



ban s t a t e s i d e so t h a t c u r r e n t r e c o r d s of n a m e b a n d s 
and p l a y e r s c o u l d not be f i l l e d by u s . R a t h e r 
it w a s u n d e r t h e j u r i s d i c t i o n of the A t h l e t i c and 
R e c r e a t i o n B r a n c h S p e c i a l S e r v i c e s D i v i s i o n w h i c h 
had a M u s i c S e c t i o n , h ^ j d e d by M a j o r H o w a r d C . 
B r o n s o n in W a s h i n g t o n . 

C l e a r l y , t h e r e w a s a n e e d for p o p u l a r r e c o r d s , b u t how w o u l d 

the a r m y d e l i v e r t h e m w h e n the A m e r i c a n F e d e r a t i o n of 

M u s i c i a n s u n d e r t h e l e a d e r s h i p of t h e i r p r e s i d e n t J a m e s C . 

P e t r i l l o had i m p o s e d a ban on r e c o r d i n g new m a t e r i a l ? 

J a m e s C . P e t r i l l o w a s a t o u g h n e g o t i a t o r w h o had r i s e n 

t h r o u g h AFM r a n k s in C h i c a g o . H i s b a n , e n f o r c e d on J u l y 

3 1 , 1 9 4 2 , w a s a r e s p o n s e to the r e c o r d i n g m u s i c i a n s ' l o n g 

t i m e d i s p l e a s u r e w i t h t h e u s e of t h e i r r e c o r d s in j u k e b o x e s 

and by d i s c j o c k e y s on r a d i o b r o a d c a s t s w i t h o u t a n y r o y a l t y 

p a y m e n t s . T h e AFM w a n t e d the r e c o r d i n g c o m p a n i e s to pay 

a r o y a l t y for e a c h r e c o r d and t r a n s c r i p t i o n s o l d , w i t h t h e 

fee g o i n g to a u n i o n u n e m p l o y m e n t f u n d . T h e c o m p a n i e s r e f u s e d 

to p a y , h o p i n g to o u t l a s t t h e u n i o n by r e l e a s i n g s t o c k p i l e d 

m a s t e r s by t h e i r l e a d i n g a r t i s t s or by i s s u i n g a l l - v o c a l 

r e c o r d s . T h e ban l a s t e d u n t i l N o v e m b e r , 1 9 4 4 f o r t h e two 

i n d u s t r y g i a n t s , RCA V i c t o r and C o l u m b i a ; D e c c a and C a p i t o l , 

t h e o t h e r t w o m a j o r c o m p a n i e s , s e t t l e d an a g r e e m e n t w i t h 
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t h e AFM in m i d - S e p t e m b e r , 1 9 4 3 . 

In v i e w of t h e P e t r i l l o ban and the o b v i o u s d e m a n d for 

p h o n o g r a p h r e c o r d s , L i e u t e n a n t V i n c e n t c a m e up w i t h a p l a n . 

T h e Army c o u l d p r o d u c e i t s own r e c o r d s of p o p u l a r e n t e r t a i n e r s 

and big n a m e b a n d s . R e c o r d i n g , p r o d u c t i o n , and d i s t r i b u t i o n 

c o u l d all be d o n e t h r o u g h e x i s t i n g m i l i t a r y c h a n n e l s or c o u l d 



be c o n t r a c t e d o u t . H o w e v e r , two m a j o r o b s t a c l e s had to be 

c o n f r o n t e d . T h e R a d i o S e c t i o n did not h a v e j u r i s d i c t i o n 

f o r s u c h a p l a n w h i c h w o u l d r i g h t l y c o m e u n d e r t h e a e g i s 

of the A t h l e t i c and R e c r e a t i o n B r a n c h . M o r e o v e r , M r . P e t r i l l o 

a n d the AFM w o u l d h a v e to s a n c t i o n any r e c o r d i n g s m a d e for 

2 3 

t h e Army by u n i o n m u s i c i a n s . 

M a j o r H o w a r d B r o n s o n , h e a d of the M u s i c S e c t i o n of t h e 

A t h l e t i c and R e c r e a t i o n B r a n c h , w a s an o l d - l i n e a d v o c a t e 

of m i l i t a r y m a r c h m u s i c . M a r t i a l m u s i c had b e e n a f o r m a l 

c o m p o n e n t of t r a i n i n g and m o r a l e s i n c e the o r g a n i z a t i o n of 

t h e M a r i n e C o r p s b a n d in 1 7 9 8 and the f i r s t o f f i c i a l A r m y 

b a n d in 1 8 6 1 . In f a c t e a c h new g e n e r a t i o n of s o l d i e r s s i n c e 

t h e C i v i l W a r had m a r c h e d to p a t r i o t i c , s t i r r i n g m e l o d i e s 

t y p i f i e d by t h o s e of J o h n P h i l i p S o u s a w h o s e b a n d M a j o r 

B r o n s o n had s e r v e d w i t h . ^ B r o n s o n ' s e n t h u s i a s m for S o u s a 

w o u l d p r o v e t r o u b l e s o m e for m o r e p r o g r e s s i v e b a n d l e a d e r s 
2 5 

in the M u s i c B r a n c h l i k e C a p t a i n G l e n n M i l l e r . Y e t , c o m -

p a r e d to o f f i c e r s l i k e C o l o n e l T h e o d o r e B a n k , w h o s e r e m a r k 
2 6 

" y o u a r e n ' t g o i n g to w i n t h e w a r w i t h p i c c o l o s " he l i k e d 

to q u o t e , M a j o r B r o n s o n w a s a l i b e r a l . He m a y h a v e b e e n 

a " s q u a r e , " b u t at l e a s t M a j o r B r o n s o n r e c o g n i z e d t h e i m p o r -

t a n c e of m u s i c in m a i n t a i n i n g t r o o p m o r a l e . 

On a t r i p to W a s h i n g t o n in J u l y , V i n c e n t d e c i d e d to 

c a l l on M a j o r B r o n s o n w i t h a p l a n to s t a r t an a r m y r e c o r d i n g 
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p r o j e c t . In e f f e c t , V i n c e n t w a s c i r c u m v e n t i n g c h a n n e l s 

in m a k i n g s u c h a p r e s e n t a t i o n o u t s i d e of h i s s e c t i o n . 

V i n c e n t , h o w e v e r , w a s i m p a t i e n t . T i m i n g w a s c r u c i a l . If 



he c o u l d c o n v i n c e t h e P e n t a g o n t h a t it n e e d e d a r e c o r d i n g 

p r o g r a m , p e r h a p s the A r m y w o u l d g i v e him t h e a u t h o r i t y to 

r u n i t . T w e n t y - f i v e y e a r s e a r l i e r , he had c o m e to W a s h i n g t o n 

f r o m C a m p W a d s w o r t h in p u r s u i t of a c o m m i s s i o n . Now t h e 

s t a k e s w e r e h i g h e r . O n c e he had an i d e a , V i n c e n t w a s r e l e n t -

l e s s . Of c o u r s e , few c a r e e r o f f i c e r s w o u l d h a v e a t t e m p t e d 

s u c h a b o l d s t r o k e on t h e i r own i n i t i a t i v e . L i e u t e n a n t 

V i n c e n t , h o w e v e r , had no f e a r of b u r e a u c r a t i c a u t h o r i t y . 

H i s i n s t i n c t s t o l d him t h a t if he r e q u e s t e d a p p r o v a l f r o m 

his i m m e d i a t e s u p e r i o r , M a j o r L e w i s in L o s A n g e l e s , the pro-

j e c t m i g h t g e t l o s t in t h e c h a i n of c o m m a n d . T h e p r o j e c t 

had to b e g i n b e f o r e P e t r i l l o and t h e AFM s e t t l e d t h e i r r e c o r d -

ing ban . 

It w a s as if V i n c e n t ' s p r i o r e x p e r i e n c e s had c o m b i n e d 

to p r e p a r e him f o r t h i s a d v e n t u r e . L i k e t h e B o y s ' P a p e r , 

h i s a d v e n t u r e to F r a n c e in 1 9 1 5 , h i s e m b a s s y d a y s in 1 9 1 8 , 

and s u c c e s s in t h e l i q u o r t r a d e - h i s a s s a u l t on t h e P e n t a g o n 

in 1943 w a s a g a m b l e . As a l w a y s , " t h e o r i g i n a l j o b - l a n d e r " 

w a s at his b e s t o p e r a t i n g a l o n e . C h u t z p a h and h i s own e n t h u -

s i a s m for the t a s k w e r e i m p o r t a n t . Y e t , V i n c e n t ' s c a s e w a s 

s t r o n g ; the a r m y had no r e c o r d i n g p r o j e c t and w i t h t h e s e r v i c e 

t a k i n g t h e o f f e n s i v e on a l l f i g h t i n g f r o n t s , t h e d e m a n d for 

m u s i c w a s i n c r e a s i n g . 

V i n c e n t r e c a l l e d h i s m e e t i n g w i t h M a j o r B r o n s o n t h i s 

w a y : 

. . . I c a l l e d on M a j o r B r o n s o n and t o l d him it 
w a s a d a m n e d s h a m e t h a t the m e n w h o a r e f i g h t i n g 
o u r w a r s h o u l d be d e p r i v e d of h e a r i n g the s a m e 



m u s i c i a n s w h o m t h e y k n e w so w e l l , w h i c h w e r e as 
m u c h a p a r t of A m e r i c a and h o m e to t h e m as b a s e b a l l . 
He a g r e e d b u t s a i d t h a t t h e r e w e r e no f u n d s for 
t h e p u r c h a s e of even g^d p h o n o g r a p h r e c o r d s ( m a d e 
e v e n b e f o r e t h e b a n ) . 

U n d a u n t e d , V i n c e n t r e c a l l e d a w r i t t e n a g r e e m e n t w i t h M r . 

P e t r i l l o and t h e AFM t h a t a l l o w e d t h e r a d i o s e c t i o n to u s e 

any of t h e i r m e m b e r s to p e r f o r m on r a d i o p r o g r a m s . C o n f i d e n t 

t h a t he c o u l d get P e t r i l l o to do t h e s a m e for t h e M u s i c Sec-

t i o n , V i n c e n t m a d e an e x p l o r a t o r y t r i p to t h e S p e c i a l S e r v i c e s 

D i v i s i o n F i s c a l O f f i c e r . He e x p l a i n e d t h a t t h e R a d i o S e c t i o n 

n e e d e d a b o u t t h r e e - h u n d r e d d o l l a r s to f i l l i m m e d i a t e r e q u e s t s 

for p h o n o g r a p h r e c o r d s . V i n c e n t r e c a l l e d : 

He s a d l y i n f o r m e d me t h a t t h e r e w a s no a l l o t m e n t 
of f u n d s for . . . t h a t p u r p o s e . UJe had q u i t e 
a t h o r o u g h t a l k on t h e s u b j e c t and b e f o r e it w a s 
o v e r , I had c o n v i n c e d him t h a t an A r m y p h o n o g r a p h 
r e c o r d p r o j e c t . . . w o u l d be a u e ^ b e n e f i c i a l 
p r o j e c t and a g r e a t m o r a l b u i l d e r . 

To h i s s u r p i s e , t h e f i s c a l o f f i c e r " l o o k e d t h r o u g h m a n y p a p e r s 

on his d e s k and c a m e up w i t h the a s t o u n d i n g f a c t t h a t t h e r e 

w a s a m i l l i o n d o l l a r s w h i c h w a s n o t a l l o t t e d and m i g h t p o s s i -

bly be u s e d for t h e p r o p o s e d p r o j e c t . " 

C a p i t a l i z i n g on t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n , V i n c e n t s c h e d u l e d 

a s e r i e s of a p p o i n t m e n t s w i t h C o l o n e l T h e o d o r e B a n k , M a j o r 

F e d e r i c k W a r b u r g and o t h e r top S p e c i a l S e r v i c e s e c h e l o n . 

B e f o r e he l e f t t h e P e n t a g o n , V i n c e n t w a s g i v e n a p p r o v a l to 

c o n t a c t P e t r i l l o f o r t h e b l e s s i n g of t h e A F M . F u n d s for 

the p r o j e c t w e r e e a r m a r k e d . M a j o r B r o n s o n d e c i d e d to a s s i g n 

C a p t a i n H a r r y S a l t e r , t h e n t u r n i n g o u t " H i t K i t s " ( p r i n t e d 



b o o k s of s h e e t m u s i c ) and a f o r m e r o r c h e s t r a l e a d e r , as h e a d 

of t h e m u s i c a l end of t h e p r o j e c t . L i e u t e n a n t V i n c e n t w o u l d 

be in c h a r g e of t h e t e c h n i c a l a s p e c t s of t h e p r o j e c t , w h i c h 

w o u l d be in a d d i t i o n to h i s o t h e r d u t i e s in the r a d i o s e c t i o n . 

Of h i s m e e t i n g w i t h C a e s a r P e t r i l l o , V i n c e n t w r o t e : 

D u r i n g my s e s s i o n at t h e AFM o f f i c e w i t h P e t r i l l o 
and h i s s t a f f , I f o u n d t h a t w e w e r e n a t u r a l a l l i e s . 
T h e i r f i g h t w a s n o t w i t h the a r m e d f o r c e s b u t w i t h 
the c o m m e r c i a l r e c o r d c o m p a n i e s and b r o a d c a s t e r s . 
UJe w e r e a b l e to o b t a i n the t^gveted w r i t t e n s a n c t i o n 
and g o o d w i l l of t h e u n i o n . 

P e t r i l l o , no d o u b t , r e c o g n i z e d t h e p u b l i c r e l a t i o n s v a l u e 

of t h e p r o j e c t for h i s u n i o n . Y e t , V i n c e n t ' s s u c c e s s f u l 

p r e s e n t a t i o n of t h e p r o p o s e d p r o j e c t c a n n o t be u n d e r e s t i m a t e d , 

V - D i s c s w o u l d k e e p AFM m u s i c i a n s v i s i b l e to m i l l i o n s of ser-

v i c e p e r s o n n e l , and p r e s s c o v e r a g e of V - D i s c s w a s e x t e n s i v e 

and a l w a y s p o s i t i v e . V i n c e n t had p r e s e n t e d P e t r i l l o w i t h 

a p r o p o s i t i o n he c o u l d n o t r e f u s e . 

N e x t , V i n c e n t w a s f a c e d the p r o b l e m of g a i n i n g a f r e e 

h a n d in r u n n i n g t h e p r o j e c t . He did not a p p r e c i a t e the p r o -

s p e c t s of s h a r i n g l e a d e r s h i p w i t h C a p t a i n S a l t e r . F i r s t 

t h e r e w a s the d e l i c a t e m a t t e r of e x t r i c a t i n g h i m s e l f f r o m 

t h e R a d i o S e c t i o n . M a j o r L e w i s w a s f o n d of V i n c e n t and had 

e n c o u r a g e d h i s w o r k in New Y o r k . In N o v e m b e r of 1 9 4 2 , M a j o r 

L e w i s w r o t e V i n c e n t p r a i s i n g h i s r e p o r t on s h o r t w a v e r a d i o 

p r o d u c t i o n as " m o s t c o n c i s e , as w e l l as i n t e l l i g e n t . " ^ 

A l s o , L e w i s had b e e n i n s t r u m e n t a l in g e t t i n g V i n c e n t h i s 

c o m m i s s i o n . 



U s i n g h i s t a l e n t for f i n e s s e , V i n c e n t p r e v a i l e d u p o n 

the S p e c i a l S e r v i c e D i v i s i o n E x e c u t i v e O f f i c e r a n d M a j o r 

B r o n s o n to r e q u e s t V i n c e n t ' s t r a n s f e r to the M u s i c S e c t i o n . 

On A u g u s t 3 , 1 9 4 3 L e w i s , now a L i e u t e n a n t C o l o n e l , w r o t e 

a g l o w i n g l e t t e r a c k n o w l e d g i n g t h e n e c e s s i t y of t h e t r a n s f e r . 

T h e t o n e of h i s l e t t e r s u g g e s t s t h a t V i n c e n t m i g h t c o n t i n u e 

to be of h e l p to t h e R a d i o S e c t i o n "in m a n y w a y s . " He c o m -
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m e n d s V i n c e n t for h a v i n g " d o n e a s p l e n d i d job for u s . " 

Now f r e e to u n d e r t a k e h i s d u t i e s on t h e p r o j e c t , V i n c e n t 

had a l r e a d y t a k e n s t e p s to e s t a b l i s h h i m s e l f as s o l e h e a d 

of the new u n i t w h i c h w o u l d be h e a d q u a r t e r e d in New Y o r k 

C i t y . R e a l i z i n g t h a t t h e p r o j e c t w o u l d f u n c t i o n m o r e e f f i -

c i e n t l y w i t h a m i n i m u m of P e n t a g o n i n t e r f e r e n c e and r e c o g -

n i z i n g h i s own n e e d s to w o r k i n d e p e n d e n t a l y , L i e u t e n a n t 

V i n c e n t n e g o t i a t e d an a r r a n g e m e n t w i t h h i s s u p e r i o r s . He 

r e c a l l e d t h e d e t a i l s in a t w e n t y p a g e a c c o u n t of V - D i s c s : 

B e f o r e u n d e r t a k i n g my new j o b , I m a d e a g e n t l e m a n ' s 
a g r e e m e n t w i t h M a j o r s B r o n s o n and W a r b u r g : 1 . 
T h a t I s h o u l d be in c o m p l e t e c h a r g e of t h e p r o j e c t , 
p i c k o u t a few e n l i s t e d m e n as my a s s i s t a n t s , and 
h a v e no i n t e r f e r e n c e e i t h e r f r o m W a s h i n g t o n or 
New Y o r k . 2 . T h a t my r a n k ^ o u l d be r a i s e d f r o m 
1st L i e u t e n a n t to C a p t a i n . 

V i n c e n t a l s o n o t e d t h a t H a r r y S a l t e r n e v e r f o r g a v e him for 

t h i s d e a l , e s p e c i a l l y l a t e r w h e n the p r o j e c t b e c a m e f a m o u s . 

C a p t a i n V i n c e n t l o s t no t i m e in s e t t i n g up h e a d q u a r t e r s 

in t h r e e s m a l l o f f i c e s on t h e t h i r t e e n t h f l o o r of t h e S p e c i a l 

S e r v i c e s o f f i c e b u i l d i n g at 205 E a s t 4 2 n d S t r e e t at T h i r d 

A v e n u e . T h e g r o u p ' s t a b l e of o r g a n i z a t i o n c a l l e d f o r f o u r 



e n l i s t e d m e n . T h e f i r s t to join on A u g u s t 6 , 1 9 4 3 w a s S t e v e 

S h o a l s , a r e c e n t d r a f t e e w h o had b e e n an A r t i s t and R e p e r t o i r e 

( A & R ) m a n for RCA V i c t o r . V i n c e n t p e r s o n a l l y p i c k e d T o n y 

J a n a k w h o had j u s t b e e n i n d u c t e d i n t o t h e s e r v i c e . J a n a k , 

a t i r e l e s s w o r k e r , had b e e n a t e c h n i c i a n w i t h C o l u m b i a r e c o r d s 

and w a s a c o m p e t e n t e n g i n e e r w e l l v e r s e d in p o p u l a r as w e l l 

as c l a s s i c a l m u s i c . S h o a l s l a t e r r e c o m m e n d e d W a l t e r H e e b n e r , 

a l s o an ex RCA V i c t o r e m p l o y e e w h o w a s p u t in c h a r g e of t h e 

p a p e r w o r k . T h e f o u r t h m e m b e r of t h e u n i t w a s M o r t i m e r P a l i t z , 

a v e t e r a n A and R m a n w i t h D e c c a , B r u n s w i c k and C o l u m b i a . 

P a l i t z had a l s o b e e n a v i o l i n i s t and c o n d u c t o r and w a s k n o w n 

for his p o s s e s s i o n of p e r f e c t p i t c h . V i n c e n t and " P e r f e c t 

P i t c h " P a l i t z c l a s h e d o f t e n on m a t t e r s of p o l i c y w h i c h led 

to P a l i t z ' s t r a n s f e r in S e p t e m b e r of 1 9 4 4 . H i s r e p l a c e m e n t 

w a s J a c k H u r d l e , a f o r m e r r a d i o p r o d u c e r and B r o a d w a y s t a g e 

m a n a g e r . E a r l y in 1 9 4 4 , G e o r g e T . S i m o n w a s a d d e d to t h e 

g r o u p . S i m o n , f o r m e r e d i t o r of M e t r o n o m e M a g a z i n e c o n t r i b u t e d 

v a l u a b l e a s s i s t a n c e in p r o d u c i n g j a z z r e c o r d i n g s for t h e 

. , 34 
p r o j e c t . 

T h e m a t t e r of n a m i n g t h e p r o j e c t h a s b e c o m e s o m e t h i n g 

of a l e g e n d in r e c o r d i n g h i s t o r y . C a p t a i n V i n c e n t w a n t e d 

a " s n a p p y n a m e w h i c h w o u l d be e a s y to r e m e m b e r . " " S p e c i a l 

S e r v i c e s P h o n o g r a p h R e c o r d s , " an e a r l y P e n t a g o n s u g g e s t i o n , 

w a s r e j e c t e d by V i n c e n t . F i n a l l y , a c c o r d i n g to S h o a l s , a 

s e c r e t a r y s u g g e s t e d " V - D i s c s . " No d o u b t i n s p i r e d by t h e 

V m o t i f of t h e t i m e , V - D i s c s t o o k its p l a c e a l o n g s i d e V - M a i l , 

V for V i c t o r y , and W i n s t o n C h u r c h i l l ' s t w o - f i n g e r e d v i c t o r y 



s i g n . C a p t a i n V i n c e n t l a t e r s u g g e s t e d t h a t t h e V w a s for 

V i n c e n t . 

M a j o r B r o n s o n a p p r o v e d the n a m e for V - D i s c s b u t had 

o t h e r i d e a s a b o u t t h e l a b e l d e s i g n for t h e r e c o r d s . He w a n t e d 

two l a b e l d e s i g n a t i o n s , one b e i n g " M u s i c for M a r c h i n g M e n . " 

T h i s w a s n o t a d o p t e d a l t h o u g h the p h r a s e w a s p r i n t e d on a 
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few e a r l y V - D i s c l a b e l s . In h o p e s t h a t t h e r e c o r d i n g s 

w o u l d h a v e a d i s t i n c t i v e l o o k , V i n c e n t p a i d f i v e d o l l a r s 

to a Y a n k M a g a z i n e a r t i s t for s e v e r a l d e s i g n s . T h e r e s u l t 

w a s a u n i q u e u n - m i l i t a r y g r a p h i c w i t h l a r g e m o d e r n b l o c k 

l e t t e r s s p e l l i n g V - D i s c e m b l a z o n e d in r e d , w h i t e , and b l u e 

c o m b i n a t i o n s . M a j o r B r o n s o n did not l i k e i t , but V i n c e n t 
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p r e v a i l e d . H i s s e n s e of w h a t w o u l d a p p e a l to t h e G . I . 

w a s a l m o s t a l w a y s a c c u r a t e . H i s c i v i l i a n e x p e r i e n c e s , e x p e c i -

a l l y the USO t o u r , h e i g h t e n e d h i s s e n s i t i v i t y t o w a r d the 

y o u n g s o l d i e r s w h o had g r o w n up w i t h f i l m s , m a g a z i n e s , a n d 

j u k e b o x r h y t h m s . V i n c e n t s e n s e d t h a t V - d i s c s s h o u l d be as 

d i s t i n c t i v e l y n o n - m i l i t a r y in s o u n d and a p p e a r a n c e as t h e y 

c o u l d b e . 

W i t h t h i s g o a l in m i n d , V i n c e n t set o u t to o b t a i n t h e 

b e s t t a l e n t he c o u l d f i n d for t h e I n i t i a l r e l e a s e s . U n t i l 

a s u i t a b l e b a c k l o g of new m a t e r i a l c o u l d be r e c o r d e d , e x i s t i n g 

m a s t e r s f r o m the m a j o r r e c o r d i n g c o m p a n y v a u l t s w o u l d be 

u s e d . T h e s e w o u l d be s u p p l e m e n t e d by o f f - t h e - a i r r a d i o c h e c k s 

of big b a n d r e m o t e s and m a t e r i a l g l e a n e d f r o m flFRS (the new 

d e s i g n a t i o n for t h e R a d i o S e c t i o n ) b r o a d c a s t s . As an a d d e d 

p e r s o n a l t o u c h , v o i c e i n t r o d u c t i o n s by show b u s i n e s s 



p e r s o n a l i t i e s s u c h as B o b H o p e , J a c k B e n n y , and P h i l H a r r i s 

w e r e r e c o r d e d and d u b b e d at the s t a r t of m a n y of t h e t w e l v e -

i n c h d i s c s . S i n g e r s l i k e J u n e C h r i s t y and P e r r y C o m o and 

b a n d l e a d e r s l i k e G l e n n M i l l e r o f t e n i n t r o d u c e d t h e i r own 

new V - D i s c s . S i n e t h e l e n g t h of e a c h l/-Disc w a s t w i c e as 

l o n g as t h e s t a n d a r d 78 rpm r e c o r d , two s e l e c t i o n s or e x t e n d e d 

a r r a n g e m e n t s c o u l d be p r e s s e d on one s i d e of each r e c o r d i n g . 

I n c l u d i n g b o t h s i d e s , a V - D i s c o f f e r e d a l m o s t ten m i n u t e s 
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of e n t e r t a i n m e n t . 

V i n c e n t r e l i e d u p o n t h e t a s t e and e x p e r t i s e of h i s en-

l i s t e d m e n in t h e u n i t . He r e c a l l e d t h a t t h e r e w a s o f t e n 

" t e r r i f i c i n - f i g h t i n g " a m o n g h i s f o r m e r A a n d R m e n f o r r e p r e -

s e n t a t i o n of t h e i r f a v o r i t e a r t i s t s . V i n c e n t r e f e r r e d to 

P r i v a t e s S h o a l s , J a n a k , and S i m o n as h i s " b r a i n t r u s t . " 

His a t t i t u d e t o w a r d e n l i s t e d men w a s d e m o c r a t i c . As a f o r m e r 

b u c k p r i v a t e h i m s e l f , V i n c e n t w a s s k e p t i c a l of " P e n t a g o n 
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b r a s s . " He ran t h e V - D i s c o f f i c e m u c h l i k e he ran h i s 

own V o c a r i u m S t u d i o s . He w o u l d eat w i t h h i s m e n a n d m i g h t 

s h a r e a d r i n k w i t h t h e m a f t e r h o u r s . M i l i t a r y p r o t o c o l 

w a s s e c o n d a r y to g e t t i n g the job d o n e . T y p i c a l of V i n c e n t ' s 

a t t i t u d e w a s h i s r e p l y to a C o l o n e l w h o r e p r i m a n d e d him for 

e a t i n g in a p u b l i c r e s t a u r a n t w i t h an e n l i s t e d m a n . He s a i d , 

" C o l o n e l , s o m e of the m o s t i n t e l l i g e n t m e n in t h e A r m y a r e 

b u c k p r i v a t e s . " C a p t a i n V i n c e n t and h i s " b r a i n t r u s t " w o r k e d 

w e l l t o g e t h e r , a l t h o u g h V i n c e n t ' s p e r f e c t i o n i s m c o u l d be 

a s o u r c e of p r e s s u r e . T o n y J a n a k l a t e r r e m a r k e d t h a t V i n c e n t 

w a s a " t o u g h guy to w o r k f o r . " ^ 



If V i n c e n t w a s a t o u g h t a s k m a s t e r , he w o r k e d at l e a s t 

as h a r d as h i s m e n . A s i d e f r o m o v e r s e e i n g r e c o r d i n g a c t i v i -

t i e s and p r o d u c t i o n p r o b l e m s , V i n c e n t had to be d i p l o m a t i c 

w i t h r e q u e s t s f r o m top b r a s s w h o s e w i v e s w e r e a m a t e u r c o m -

p o s e r s . S u c h r e q u e s t s , l i k e t h i s o n e f r o m B r i g a d i e r G e n e r a l 

S . C . G o d f r e y , w e r e c o m m o n : 

M r s . G o d f r e y w r i t e s me w i t h p l e a s u r e t h a t 
you h a v e p r o m i s e d to m a k e s o m e r e c o r d s of t h e 
" E n g i n e e r F i g h t S o n g " and t h e new I n f a n t r y S o n g , 
for w h i c h she c o m p o s e d t h e m u s i c f o r G e n e r a l 
M c N a i r ' s s t i r r i n g w o r d s , " T h e r e ' s l a t h i n g in f r o n t 
of t h e I n f a n t r y E x c e p t t h e E n e m y . " 

C o l o n e l B r o n s o n ' s p r e f e r e n c e for S o u s a w a s a c o n t i n u i n g p r o b -

l e m . H a v i n g h e a r d t h a t B r o n s o n w a s o b j e c t i n g to so m u c h 

d a n c e m u s i c a p p e a r i n g on V - D i s c s , C a p t a i n G l e n n M i l l e r -

t h e n l e a d i n g t h e 4 1 8 t h A A F T C B a n d at New H a v e n , C o n n e c t i c u t 

- b r o u g h t a new m a r c h to a r e c o r d i n g s e s s i o n . M i l l e r , f o r m e r -

ly t h e m o s t s u c c e s s f u l b a n d l e a d e r in A m e r i c a , i n f o r m e d C a p t a i n 

V i n c e n t t h a t he h a d a t u n e t h a t m e n c o u l d m a r c h t o . It w a s 

t h e " S t . L o u i s B l u e s " in m a r c h t e m p o , a s w i n g i n g a r r a n g e m e n t 

of UJ. C . H a n d y ' s c l a s s i c b l u e s . ^ 

V i n c e n t r e c a l l e d l a t e r t h a t he l i k e d G l e n n M i l l e r b e c a u s e 

M i l l e r w a s a man " w h o k n e w w h a t he w a n t e d " and u s u a l l y g o t 
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i t . V i n c e n t ' s d e s c r i p t i o n of M i l l e r c o u l d a l s o be a p p l i e d 

to h i m s e l f in the s e n s e t h a t both m e n w e r e s t r o n g l y i n n e r 

d i r e c t e d and had a s u r e v i s i o n of how t h e y c o u l d b e s t c o n t r i -

b u t e to t h e m o r a l e e f f o r t . It is f i t t i n g t h a t t h e i r m i l i t a r y 

c a r e e r s s h o u l d i n t e r s e c t , y e t m o r e s i g n i f i c a n t t h a t V - D i s c s 

w e r e an i m p o r t a n t m e d i u m in b r i n g i n g G l e n n M i l l e r ' s m u s i c 



to t h e t r o o p s . T h e " M i l l e r S o u n d " w a s e v o c a t i v e of h o m e 

and w a s t h e m u s i c a l e q u i v a l e n t of t h e G . I . ' s d e e p e s t f e e l -

i n g s . At t h e end of 1 9 4 4 , M i l l e r ' s A r m y Air F o r c e s O r c h e s t r a 

(by t h e n s t a t i o n e d in E n g l a n d ) l e a d t h e V - D i s c c h a r t s w i t h 

t w e n t y - e i g h t r e l e a s e s . H a r r y J a m e s ' b a n d f o l l o w e d w i t h 

t w e n t y - s e v e n and T o m m y D o r s e y ' s w i t h t w e n t y - s i x . B i n g C r o s b y 

w a s the t o p s i n g e r w i t h s e v e n t e e n r e c o r d i n g s f o l l o w e d by 

D i n a h S h o r e and F r a n k S i n a t r a . T h e p o p u l a r i t y of t h e s e 

a r t i s t s and t h e d e m a n d for d o z e n s of o t h e r s w a s v e r i f i e d 

by the d a i l y l e t t e r s r e c e i v e d at t h e V - D i s c o f f i c e f r o m ser-

v i c e p e r s o n n e l . In an AP i n t e r v i e w C a p t a i n V i n c e n t s a i d , 

" W e ' r e g i v i n g t h e m w h a t t h e y w a n t . Its t h e m u s i c f r o m h o m e , 

t h e m u s i c t h e y u s e d to s i n g and d a n c e t o . " ^ 

T h e AP s t o r y a l s o s u m m a r i z e d t h e f i r s t y e a r of t h e V-

D i s c p r o g r a m . D u r i n g t h e f i r s t t w e l v e m o n t h s , 1 , 7 9 4 , 2 4 0 

r e c o r d i n g s had b e e n m a d e . 185 t o p a r t i s t s - f r o m t h e l\IBC 

S y m p h o n y u n d e r t h e d i r e c t i o n of A r t u r o T o s c a n i n i to S p i k e 

J o n e s and H i s C i t y S l i c k e r s - had b e e n f e a t u r e d in n e a r l y 
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8 0 0 d i f f e r e n t s e l e c t i o n s . C a p t a i n V i n c e n t had i n i t i a l l y 

b e e n s k e p t i c a l t h a t t h e r e c o r d i n g s , p a c k e d in u n i t s of t w e n t y 

r e c o r d s to a b o x , w e r e r e a c h i n g t h e i r d e s t i n a t i o n . H e , t h e r e -

f o r e p r i n t e d a q u e s t i o n n a i r e and p a c k e d o n e in e a c h b o x of 

r e c o r d s . T h i s w a s a g a i n s t r e g u l a t i o n s b u t V i n c e n t w a n t e d 

to see if t h e r e c o r d s w e r e b e i n g u s e d and g a t h e r e d s u g g e s t i o n s 

f r o m h i s G . I. c l i e n t e l e . ^ T h e r e s p o n s e w a s o v e r w h e l m i n g l y 

p o s i t i v e . M a j o r F . S . S a z a m a , a h o s p i t a l c o m m a n d a n t in B u r m a 

w r o t e : " y o u c a n n o t a p p r e c i a t e w h a t t h e g e n e r a l f e e l i n g w a s 



( s i c ) s i n c e t h e m a c h i n e and r e c o r d s a r r i v e d , it h a s w o r k e d 
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c o n s t a n t l y . " B a n d l e a d e r S p i k e J o n e s r e t u r n e d f r o m a USO 

t o u r o v e r s e a s and w r o t e : 

. . . e v e r y w h e r e we w e n t , w e saw the m e n p l a y i n g 
V - D i s c s . IlJe h e a r d t h e m on t h e b o a t g o i n g o v e r 
and on t h e b o a t c o m i n g h o m e ; we p l a y e d t h e m on 
the L S T b o a t c r o s s i n g the c h a n n e l , a n d w e saw t h e m 
b e i n g p l a y e d e v e r y w h e r e in F r a n c e , i n c l u d i n g fox-
h o l e s ! 

I can s t a t e d e f i n i t e l y . . . t h a t of a l l t h e m u s i c 
m o r a l e b u i l d e r s , i n c l u d i n g t h e v a r i o u s t r a n s c r i b e d 
s h o w s t h a t go o v e r s e a s , V - D i s c s a r e e a s i l y t h e 
m o s t p o p u l a r a n d m o s t e f f e c t i v e m e d i u m f o r g i v i n g 
o u r megj-|the m u s i c t h e y w a n t and n e e d to k e e p 
g o i n g . 

O n e s o l d i e r f r o m t h e S o u t h w r o t e t h a t V - D i s c s w e r e u n f a i r 
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to t h o s e w h o f a v o r e d h i l l b i l l y m u s i c . A S e r g e a n t f r o m 

" s o m e w h e r e on L u z o n " w r o t e t h e s t a f f t h a t " y o u r job w a s j u s t 

5 2 

as g r e a t or g r e a t e r t h a n o u r s in w i n n i n g t h i s w a r . " It 

w a s e v i d e n t t h a t V - D i s c s w a s an u n q u a l i f i e d s u c c e s s . 

H o w e v e r , d u r i n g t h e f i r s t y e a r of the p r o j e c t , C a p t a i n 

V i n c e n t had l i t t l e t i m e to e n j o y h i s a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s . A 

m a j o r f i r e and e x p l o s i o n at t h e U n i o n C a r b i d e p l a n t in 

C h a r l e s t o n , W e s t V i r g i n i a c r e a t e d a s h o r t a g e of V i n y l i t e 

w h i c h w a s u s e d to p r e s s V - D i s c s . A f t e r a l e n g t h y s e a r c h 

w h i c h i n c l u d e d e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n w i t h s e v e r a l s u b s t i t u t e s , 

V i n c e n t c a m e up w i t h F o r m v a r , a C a n a d i a n p o l y v i n y l a c e t a l 

r e s i n d e v e l o p e d in e a r l y 1 9 4 3 . T e s t i n g r e q u i r e d s o m e c h a n g e s 

in f o r m u l a and in m o d i f i c a t i o n s of m a c h i n e r y at t h e p r e s s i n g 

p l a n t . H o w e v e r , p r o d u c t i o n did n o t slow d o w n . W a l t H e e b n e r 

and T o n y J a n a k w e r e s u c c e s s f u l in k e e p i n g a t i g h t r e i n on 



p r e s s i n g o p e r a t i o n s and s u c c e e d e d in g e t t i n g V - D i s c s of ex-

c e l l e n t q u a l i t y p r o d u c e d t h r o u g h o u t the l i f e of t h e p r o g r a m . 5 3 

T h e r e w a s a l s o a s i m m e r i n g r i v a l r y d e v e l o p i n g b e t w e e n 

V - D i s c s and its W e s t C o a s t r i v a l , firmed F o r c e s R a d i o . C a p t a i n 

V i n c e n t had been c a u t i o n e d by h i s f o r m e r a s s o c i a t e s " n o t 

to m u s c l e i n t o t h e i r t e r r i t o r y " in H o l l y w o o d . It w a s f e l t 

t h a t t h e a r t i s t s and e n t e r t a i n e r s t h e r e w e r e a l r e a d y o v e r b u r -

d e n e d w i t h r e q u e s t s c o - o r d i n a t e d by t h e " H o l l y w o o d V i c t o r y 

C o m m i t t e e . " 5 ^ H o w e v e r , V i n c e n t did not r e f r a i n f r o m m a k i n g 

s e v e r a l f o r a y s to t h e c o a s t to o b t a i n m a t e r i a l f r o m f i l m 

s t u d i o v a u l t s and to h o l d r e c o r d i n g s e s s i o n s . D i n a h S h o r e 

r e m e m b e r e d V i n c e n t f r o m h i s r e c o r d i n g w o r k d o n e for h e r at 

V o c a r i u m S t u d i o s . S h e o f f e r e d to m a k e s e v e r a l V - D i s c s . 

T h e s e a c t i v i t i e s e s p e c i a l l y a n g e r e d V i n c e n t ' s f o r m e r R a d i o 

S e c t i o n c o l l e a g u e , C a p t a i n M e r e d i t h W i l l s o n w h o set a t r a p 
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for V i n c e n t . 

At i s s u e w a s a s e r i e s of V - D i s c s m a d e at a S e p t e m b e r 

1 6 , 1 9 4 3 r e c o r d i n g s e s s i o n in New Y o r k w i t h F a t s W a l l e r . 

W a l l e r ' s u n i n h i b i t e d and f r e e - w h e e l i n g p e r f o r m a n c e s on p i a n o 

and H a m m o n d o r g a n w e r e e n h a n c e d by h i s c o n s u m p t i o n of s e v e r a l 

b o t t l e s of C u t t y S a r k s c o t c h . W a l l e r ' s m a n a g e r , Ed K i r e b y 

had i n f o r m e d C a p t a i n V i n e n t t h a t W a l l e r r e q u i r e d the l i q u o r 

to g i v e a m a x i m u m p e r f o r m a n c e . T h e s e s s i o n l a s t e d f r o m e a r l y 

a f t e r n o o n u n t i l l a t e e v e n i n g . W a l l e r r e c o r d e d two d o z e n 

s o n g s e a c h p r e c e e d e d by a s p o n t a n e o u s , o f t e n h u m o r o u s , s p o k e n 

i n t r o d u c t i o n . V i n c e n t r e c a l l e d : 



F a t s w a s a w o n d e r f u l p e r s o n , a g r e a t a r t i s t and 
p i a n i s t w i t h a s t y l e a l l h i s o w n . H i s c a p a c i t y 
for d r i n k i n g h a r d l i q u o r a l s o w a s u n e x c e l l e d 
. . . E v e n t h o u g h he w a s s o m e w h a t i n e b r i a t e d , h i s 
h u m o r and w i t t y r e m a r k s w e r e g r e a t , h i s p i a n o 
p l a y i n g c l e a r as a b e l l . He w a s h a v i n g a b a l l 
. . . the s e s s i o n k e p t on and on and w e r e c o r d e d 
u n t o l d n u m b e r s - m a n y of t h e m e n t i r e l y new m a t e r i a l 
. . . but of c o u r s e t h e r e w e r e s o m e s e l e c t i o n s ,-g 
w h i c h w e c o u l d n e v e r r e l e a s e , on t h e r i s q u e s i d e . 

T h e s e s s i o n t u r n e d o u t to be h i s t o r i c , s i n c e it p r o d u c e d 

W a l l e r ' s l a s t r e c o r d i n g s b e f o r e h i s u n t i m e l y d e a t h in 

D e c e m b e r , 1 9 4 3 . 

V i n c e n t and h i s s t a f f c o u l d n o t u s e a l l of t h e m a t e r i a l 

b e c a u s e of t h e c o n t r o v e r s i a l n a t u r e of W a l l e r ' s l y r i c s . 

As S t e v e S h o a l s n o t e d , s o m e of the r e c o r d s " w e r e a l i t t l e 
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too j u i c y for t h e e a g e r e a r s of t h e y o u n g . " H o w e v e r a 

d o u b l e e n t e n d r e in " T w o S l e e p y P e o p l e " s l i p p e d t h r o u g h t h e 

c e n s o r s h i p p r o c e s s in t h e J a n u a r y , 1 9 4 4 r e l e a s e . It w a s 

an o p p o r t u n i t y t h a t C a p t a i n M e r e d i t h W i l l s o n c o u l d n o t l e t 

p a s s . He d u t i f u l l y c o m p l a i n e d to G e n e r a l F r e d e r i c k O s b o r n e 

t h a t V i n c e n t w a s " r e c o r d i n g s u g g e s t i v e m a t e r i a l and c o r r u p t i n g 
5 8 

t h e m o r a l s of t h e A r m y . " V i n c e n t w a s s u m m o n e d to t h e E 

R a m p of t h e P e n t a g o n to e x p l a i n t h e c h a r g e . V i n c e n t r e c a l l e d 

t h e t r i p : 

As I w a l k e d a l o n g t h e c o r r i d o r on my w a y to t h e 
G e n e r a l ' s o f f i c e , d o z e n s of v o i c e s f r o m v a r i o u s 
SSD c u b i c l e s g r e e t e d me w i t h " S a y , ^ g a p t a i n , w h e r e 
can w e get a c o p y of t h a t r e c o r d ? " 

T h e c o n f r o n t a t i o n w i t h G e n e r a l O s b o r n e , h o w e v e r , w a s c o r d i a l . 

He s i m p l y r e m i n d e d V i n c e n t t h a t he " d i d n o t w i s h t h e D i v i s i o n 



to r e c e i v e u n f a v o r a b l e c r i t i c i s m t h r o u g h lack of p r o p e r 
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s c r e e n i n g of r e c o r d e d e n t e r t a i n m e n t . " 

W i t h t h e W a l l e r i n c i d e n t b e h i n d h i m , C a p t a i n V i n c e n t 

set o u t to p r o d u c e a n e t w o r k r a d i o p r o g r a m d e s i g n e d to s p o t -

l i g h t the V - D i s c o p e r a t i o n . P i q u e d , p e r h a p s , by A F R S ' s 

a t t e m p t s to u n d e r m i n e h i m , V i n c e n t p l a n n e d a s e r i e s of b r o a d -

c a s t s f e a t u r i n g m a j o r m u s i c a l t a l e n t w h i c h w o u l d be p r o d u c e d 

by t h e V - D i s c s t a f f . As he w r o t e , " t h i s w o u l d m a k e t h e w h o l e 

c o u n t r y c o g n i z a n t of t h e V - D i s c o p e r a t i o n and it w o u l d a l s o 

be a s o u r c e for a g o o d b a c k l o g of s e l e c t i o n s for our f o r t h -

c o m i n g r e l e a s e s . " ^ 

D u r i n g the s u m m e r of 1 9 4 4 , C a p t a i n V i n c e n t o b t a i n e d 

the n e c e s s a r y c l e a r a n c e s f r o m the A m e r i c a n F e d e r a t i o n of 

R a d i o A r t i s t s w h i c h g a v e p e r m i s s i o n to u s e i t s m e m b e r s g r a t i s . 

P e t r i l l o ' s AFM a g r e e m e n t w a s in p l a c e , b u t t h e M u s i c P u b -

l i s h e r ' s P r o t e c t i v e A s s o c i a t i o n t h r e a t e n e d to s u e f o r r o y a l -

t i e s for its m e m b e r s ( a l t h o u g h t h e y did not s u c c e e d in re-

c e i v i n g a n y ) . T h e f i n a l h u r d l e w a s the A r m y P u b l i c R e l a t i o n s 

D e p a r t m e n t , w h o s e b u r e a u c r a c y had f i n a l j u r i s d i c t i o n o v e r 

a l l d o m e s t i c b r o a d c a s t s i n v o l v i n g t h e A r m y . To p l a c a t e t h i s 

e c h e l o n of t h e A r m y , V i n c e n t had to a g r e e to m a k e c o n c e s s i o n s . 

V i n c e n t r e c a l l e d t h e d e t a i l s : 

A " m e s s a g e " w r i t t e n by t h e i r o f f i c e w a s to be n a r -
r a t e d on e a c h of our s h o w s (a s o r t of W a r D e p a r t m e n t 
c o m m e r c i a l ) w h i c h w a s to be p e r s o n a l l y h a n d l e d 
and o v e r s e e n by an o f f i c e r of t h a t s a n c r o s a n c t 
o r g a n i z a t i o n . A l s o a n y of our s c r i p t s had to be 
s u b m i t t e d to and a p p r o v e d by t h e m . F u r t h e r m o r e , 
if t h e y ( P R O ) n e e d e d any of t h e r e c o r d e d g ^ t e r i a l 
for t h e i r own s h o w s , t h e y w e r e to get i t . 



T h e N a t i o n a l B r o a d c a s t i n g C o r p o r a t i o n ( N B C ) a g r e e d to b r o a d -

c a s t the s e r i e s f r o m S t u d i o 8 H in R a d i o C i t y . H o w e v e r , 

t h e y r a i s e d o b j e c t i o n s o v e r p l a n s to i n v i t e n o n - N B C t a l e n t 

to p e r f o r m on t h e s e r i e s . V i n c e n t r e c a l l s : 

N B C ' s m o n k e y w r e n c h c o n s i s t e d of t h e f a c t t h a t 
we w o u l d p r o b a b l y i n v i t e C . B . S . or o t h e r n o n - N . B . C . 
a r t i s t s on t h e s h o w , and t h a t t h e y did not t h i n k 
we c o u l d k e e p up t h e h i g h c a l i b e r of g ^ o d u c t i o n 
l o n g e r than t h e f i r s t or s e c o n d w e e k . 

To s a t i s f y n e t w o r k m a n a g e m e n t , C a p t a i n V i n c e n t a g r e e d to 

a l l o w an NBC p r o d u c t i o n m a n in the s o u n d b o o t h d e s p i t e t h e 

f a c t " t h a t t h e r e w a s n o t h i n g for him to do b e s i d e s g e t in 

our h a i r . . . ." 

F o r t h e R e c o r d d e b u t e d on M o n d a y n i g h t , J u l y 3 1 , 1 9 4 4 

at 1 1 : 3 0 P . M . to m i d n i g h t . T h e f i r s t p r o g r a m w a s h o s t e d 

by m u s i c c r i t i c D e e m s T a y l o r . B e n n y G o o d m a n , a s s i s t e d by 

G e o r g e S i m o n a s s e m b l e d an a l l - s t a r big b a n d . G u e s t v o c a l i s t s 

C a r m e n M i r a n d a , P e r r y C o m o , and M i l d r e d B a i l e y w e r e f e a -
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t u r e d . V a r i e t y in its W e d n e s d a y , A u g u s t 2 i s s u e g a v e F o r 

t h e R e c o r d r a v e r e v i e w s . T h e s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d s c r i p t and 

s o l i d m u s i c a l a p p e a l w a s n o t e d . As V a r i e t y s a i d , " t h e t e e - o f f 

s t a n z a a f f o r d e d an i n t e r e s t i n g p e e k at w h a t s o r t of r a d i o 

f a r e m i g h t p r o v e p r o f i t a b l e w h e n t h e 1 5 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 now in u n i f o r m 
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r e t u r n to c i v i l i a n p u r s u i t s . " L a t e r , V i n c e n t p r a i s e d t h e 

w o r k of J a c k H u r d l e , w h o d i r e c t e d t h e s e r i e s , and G e o r g e 
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S i m o n , w h o r e c r u i t e d m u c h of t h e t a l e n t . 

F o r t h e R e c o r d w a s b r o a d c a s t o v e r s t a t i o n D E A F , N B C ' s 

New York o u t l e t and t h e c o a s t - t o - c o a s t n e t w o r k of NBC for 



f o r s e v e n t e e n w e e k s t h r o u g h N o v e m b e r 2 0 , 1 9 4 4 . A m e m o r a n d u m 

f r o m L t . C o l o n e l A . D . C l a r k of the P u b l i c R e l a t i o n s O f f i c e 

to L t . C o l o n e l B r o n s o n d a t e d N o v e m b e r 1 5 , 1 9 4 4 s t a t e s t h e 

r e a s o n s for t h e c a n c e l l a t i o n of t h e s e r i e s . C l a r k w r i t e s : 

E x p e r i e n c e w i t h t h i s p r o g r a m h a s b e e n t h o r o u g h l y 
u n s a t i s f a c t o r y . P r o d u c t i o n p r o b l e m s h a v e b e e n 
a l m o s t i n s u r m o u n t a b l e , and (a) s e r i o u s q u e s t i o n 
h a s a r i s e n as to t h e a c t u a l v a l u e r e c g ^ v e d f r o m 
A r m y m e s s a g e s b r o a d c a s t at t h i s h o u r . 

C l e a r l y , t h e e n t e r t a i n m e n t v a l u e s of t h e p r o g r a m and i t s 

e x p o s u r e of V - D i s c s to t h e g e n e r a l p u b l i c w a s l o s t on t h e 

A r m y P u b l i c R e l a t i o n s O f f i c e . To h i s c r e d i t , C o l o n e l 

B r o n s o n ' s six p o i n t m e m o r a n d u m of N o v e m b e r 24 is a s h a r p 

d e f e n s e of F o r t h e R e c o r d and a c o m m e n d a t i o n of t h e m e n w h o 

p r o d u c e d i t . He s t a t e d : 

It is n o t e a s y to u n d e r s t a n d w h y t h e e x p e r i e n c e 
of y o u r o f f i c e w i t h t h i s p r o g r a m h a s b e e n 
" t h o r o u g h l y u n s a t i s f a c t o r y " . . . s i n c e t h e ASF 
G r o u p ' s p a r t i c i p a t i o n h a s c o n s i s t e d o n l y in t h e 
p r o c e s s i n g of s c r i p t s s e n t to y o u , w r i t i n g y o u r 
" o n e m i n u t e m e s s a g e " and l i s t e n i n g to t h e s h o w . 

. . . It w o u l d be a p p r e c i a t e d h o w e v e r , if y o u r 
o f f i c e w e r e to v i e w in a k i n d l i e r l i g h t the e f f o r t s 
of t h e o f f i c e r s and e n l i s t e d men of t h i s S e c t i o n 
w h o t r i e d c o n s c i e n t i o u s l y , u n d e r m a n y h a n d i c a p s , 
to m a k e t h i s p r o g r a m a s u c c e s s for \l - D i s c s , f o r ^ 
t h e S p e c i a l S e r v i c e s D i v i s i o n , and f o r t h e A r m y . 

T h e F o r t h e R e c o r d p r o g r a m s w e r e i m p r e s s i v e in t h e i r p r o d u c -

t i o n v a l u e and m u s i c a l c o n t e n t . U n f e t t e r e d by w h a t V a r i e t y 
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c a l l e d " s c r i p t t r i p e , " t h e c u t e p a t t e r so i n d i g e n o u s to 

n e t w o r k m u s i c a l p r o g r a m m i n g , t h e s e r i e s c a l l e d u p o n t h e 

t a l e n t s of p o p u l a r b a n d s l i k e t h o s e of V a u g h a n M o n r o e , C h a r l i e 

B a r n e t , C a b C a l l o w a y , and C o u n t B a s i e . T h e new B e n n y G o o d m a n 



Q u i n t e t d e b u t e d on t h e S e p t e m b e r 25th p r o g r a m . T h e L e s B r o w n 

b a n d b r o a d c a s t f r o m C h i c a g o on O c t o b e r 2nd and f e a t u r e d D o r i s 

Day s i n g i n g " S e n t i m e n t a l J o u r n e y " w h i c h w a s p r e s s e d as a 

V - D i s c and w o u l d b e c o m e t h e m o s t p o p u l a r " h o m e c o m i n g " b a l l a d 
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of t h e w a r . 

By l a t e 1 9 4 4 C a p t a i n V i n c e n t ' s r e p u t a t i o n as an o f f i c e r 
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w a s s o l i d . " V - D i s c " V i n c e n t , as he w a s now c a l l e d , w a s 

o v e r s e e i n g an e m p i r e w h i c h had b e c o m e so p o p u l a r t h a t t h e 

N a v y , M a r i n e C o r p s , and C o a s t G u a r d d e c i d e d to j o i n in t h e 

d i s t r i b u t i o n of t h e d i s c s . V i n c e n t ' s s t a m i n a and w o r k e t h i c 

p r o v e d to be u s e f u l in s e e i n g the p r o j e c t t h r o u g h . He c o u l d 

be an e x a c t i n g , t o u g h o f f i c e r b u t had a r e p u t a t i o n as a 

" s o l d i e r ' s o f f i c e r " ^ w h o c o u l d b r e a k out a b o t t l e w i t h h i s 

m e n and u n w i n d . He had a l w a y s d r i v e n h i m s e l f . All n i g h t 

w o r k s e s s i o n s f o r t i f i e d by a b o t t l e of S c o t c h and d r u g s t o r e 

s e n d - o u t f o o d w e r e n o t u n c o m m o n r i t u a l s , a l t h o u g h V i n c e n t 

did l i v e at h i s a p a r t m e n t and had a c c e s s to h i s w i f e V i o l a 
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and her s t r o n g m o r a l s u p p o r t . 

V i n c e n t ' s son K e n n e t h - by then a s t u d e n t at P h i l l i p s 

A c a d e m y - r e c a l l e d an a l l n i g h t jam s e s s i o n at G j o n M i l i ' s 

s t u d i o at 5 E a s t 2 3 r d S t r e e t . M i l i , t h e n o t e d p h o t o g r a p h e r , 

w a s s h o o t i n g t h e s e s s i o n for L i f e m a g a z i n e w h i c h ran the 

s t o r y in its O c t o b e r 1 1 , 1 9 4 3 i s s u e u n d e r t h e t i t l e " L i f e 

G o e s to a P a r t y F o r V - D i s c s . " ^ ^ C a p t a i n V i n c e n t and S t e v e 

S h o a l s w e r e s u p e r v i s i n g t h e r e c o r d i n g s of t h e s e s s i o n ; t h e 

g u e s t s i n c l u d e d E d d i e C o n d o n ' s " N i c k s i e l a n d " m o b and p i a n i s t s 

D u k e E l l i n g t o n and J a m e s P . J o h n s o n . V o c a l i s t s B i l l i e H o l i d a y 



and L e e W i l e y w e r e a l s o p r e s e n t a l o n g w i t h c e l e b r i t i e s f r o m 

the f a s h i o n and e n t e r t a i n m e n t f i e l d s . K e n n e t h V i n c e n t s t a y e d 

w i t h h i s f a t h e r t h r o u g h o u t t h e e v e n t w h i c h l a s t e d u n t i l a f t e r 

4 : 0 0 A . M . He r e c a l l e d t h a t V i n c e n t c o n s u m e d a b o t t l e of 

S c o t c h w i t h no i l l e f f e c t s and p e r f o r m e d h i s d u t i e s w i t h 
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p r e c i s i o n . 

W a r t i m e s c h e d u l e s c o u l d be h e c t i c . O n s h o r t n o t i c e , 

C a p t a i n V i n c e n t w a s o r d e r e d to fly to O r l a n d o , F l o r i d a to 

r e c o r d the A A F T A C S y m p h o n e t t e , a l a r g e g r o u p of t h e n a t i o n ' s 

o u t s t a n d i n g c l a s s i c a l m u s i c i a n s . A G e n e r a l f e l t t h a t " i n 

o r d e r to j u s t i f y i t s e x i s t e n c e " t h e g r o u p " o u g h t to r e c o r d 

s o m e V - D i s c s . " V i n c e n t at f i r s t r e f u s e d b u t w a s p e r s u a d e d 

to c o m p l y w h e n t h e G e n e r a l o f f e r e d to p r o v i d e a t r a n s p o r t 

p l a n e to fly the e n t i r e V - D i s c s t a f f to F l o r i d a for a w e e k e n d 
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r e c o r d i n g s e s s i o n . At a F o r T h e R e c o r d S e s s i o n , C a p t a i n 

V i n c e n t a n d G e o r g e T . S i m o n t o o k two A r m y t r u c k s to t h e A p o l l o 

T h e a t e r in H a r l e m to t r a n s p o r t t h e C o u n t B a s i e b a n d to S t u d i o 
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8 - H . B a s i e , p e r h a p s p u t off by t h e A r m y ' s t r e a t m e n t of 
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b l a c k m u s i c i a n s in u n i f o r m , b a l k e d at r i d i n g in t h e t r u c k s . 

V i n c e n t and S i m o n q u i c k l y r o u n d e d up f i v e t a x i s for an a n x i o u s 

r i d e . At R a d i o C i t y , t h e y w e r e f u r t h e r d e l a y e d u n t i l S i m o n 

c o u l d r o u n d up t h e f a r e . F i n a l l y t h e B a s i e b a n d m a r c h e d 

d o w n t h e a i s l e s of t h e s t u d i o j u s t as t h e p r o g r a m w a s g o i n g 

81 
on the a i r . A p p r o p r i a t e l y , t h e B a s i e b a n d ' s f i r s t n u m b e r 
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w a s e n t i t l e d "My W h a t a F r y . " In A u g u s t , 1 9 4 4 C a p t a i n 

V i n c e n t c a l l e d for s i n g e r L e n a H o m e at a c l u b to t a k e h e r 



to a F o r t h e R e c o r d b r o a d c a s t ; t h e y a l m o s t m i s s e d the p r o g r a m 

8 3 

w h e n l/incent b e c a m e l o s t f i n d i n g h i s w a y to t h e s t u d i o . 

•n s o m e o c c a s i o n s , l e a d i n g n e t w o r k a d v e r t i s e r s s u c h 

as C o c a C o l a w o u l d d e v o t e t h e i r e n t i r e p r o g r a m s to f u l f i l l 

V- D i s c r e q u e s t s . S u c h s p e c i a l p r o g r a m s w e r e g o o d p u b l i c 

r e l a t i o n s for the c o m p a n i e s a n d p r o v i d e d a d d i t i o n a l m a t e r i a l 

for V - D i s c s . O n e s u c h s e s s i o n w a s s p o n s o r e d by C o c a C o l a 
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on its V i c t o r y P a r a d e of S p o t l i g h t B a n d s s e r i e s . V i n c e n t 

r e c a l l e d t h a t it w a s h e l d at C a r n e g i e H a l l and w a s p a r t of 

a p l a n to g e t T o m m y D o r s e y to r e c o r d new V - D i s c s at t h e ex-

p e n s e of t h e s o f t d r i n k m a n u f a c t u r e r . D o r s e y , a c c o r d i n g 

to V i n c e n t , w a s n o t as e a s i l y d i s p o s e d t o w a r d d o i n g " f r e e " 

r e c o r d i n g s as the o t h e r n a m e b a n d l e a d e r s l i k e B e n n y G o o d m a n , 

w h o m V i n c e n t s i n g l e d o u t as b e i n g p a r t i c u l a r l y g e n e r o u s w i t h 

h i s s e r v i c e s . ^ 5 V - D i s c s r e m a i n e d f o r e m o s t an e n t e r t a i n m e n t 

m e d i u m , t h o u g h they q u i t e o f t e n a l s o had i n t e r n a t i o n a l s i g n i -

f i c a n c e . T o s c a n i n i ' s r e n d i t i o n of G a r i b a l d i ' s " W a r H y m n , " 

M a r k UJarnow's " C h e L i , " and s u c h r e c o r d i n g s as " M e a d o w l a n d " 

and " I ' v e G o t S i x p e n c e " a l l s p o k e for t h e w o r l d w i d e A l l i e d 

w a r e f f o r t . ^ 5 

D u r i n g t h e l a s t m o n t h s of 1 9 4 4 two p r o j e c t s a b s o r b e d 

m u c h of C a p t a i n V i n c e n t ' s t i m e . T h e f i r s t w a s a f i r s t a n n i -

v e r s a r y c e l e b r a t i o n for V - D i s c s at the UJaldorf A s t o r i a H o t e l . 

T h e s e c o n d w a s a g a l a \J-Disc p e r f o r m a n c e to b e h e l d at C o n s t i -

t u t i o n H a l l in W a s h i n g t o n D . C . in c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h t h e T r e a -

s u r y D e p a r t m e n t ' s S i x t h W a r B o n d D r i v e . T h e W a l d o r f A s t o r i a 

p a r t y had g r o w n o u t of a d i s c u s s i o n b e t w e e n V i n c e n t and F r a n k 



UJalker, a V i c e P r e s i d e n t at RCA V i c t o r . I n i t i a l p l a n s for 

a s t a f f l u n c h e o n at T o o t s S h o r ' s w e r e s c r a p p e d in f a v o r of 

a c o c k t a i l p a r t y and b a n q u e t for o v e r t w o - h u n d r e d p e o p l e 

a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e V - D i s c p r o j e c t in b o t h m i l i t a r y and c i v i -

l i a n c a p a c i t i e s . V i n c e n t d e s c r i b e d the e v e n t : 

. . . t h e g u e s t s w e r e to be s o m e of t h e o u t s t a n d i n g 
a r t i s t s w h o c o n t r i b u t e d to the V - D i s c r e p e r t o i r e , 
a l s o m a n y of the b i g g e r RCA V i c t o r e x e c u t i v e s as 
w e l l as t h e i r t e c h n i c i a n s . M o r e o v e r , a l l t h e 
S p e c i a l S e r v i c e s D i v i s i o n b r a s s f r o m W a s h i n g t o n , 
i n c l u d i n g G e n e r a l B y r o n . . . C o l o n e l W a r b u r g , 
L t . C o l o n e l B r o n s o n w e r e i n v i t e d - a l l a r m y and 
n a v y perge^nnel w h o had a n y t h i n g to do w i t h 
V - D i s c s . 

A h u g e b i r t h d a y c a k e in t h e s h a p e of a p h o n o g r a p h r e c o r d 
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w i t h t h e V - D i s c l a b e l w a s c u t by G e n e r a l B y r o n . C o l o n e l 

W a r b u r g w a s t h e t o a s t m a s t e r and C a p t a i n V i n c e n t g a v e a b r i e f 

s p e e c h . V i n c e n t r e p o r t e d t h a t " w e all had a g o o d t i m e b u t 

a W a s h i n g t o n N a v y o f f i c e r (one of the g u e s t s ) a c c u s e d us 
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of ' n e s t i n g w i t h t h e v e n d o r s . ' " 

T h e C o n s t i t u t i o n H a l l e n g a g e m e n t , h o w e v e r , p r o v e d to 

be a m o r e m o n u m e n t a l u n d e r t a k i n g . L i k e m a n y of h i s i d e a s , 

t h i s one w a s s p o n t a n e o u s . G i v e n t h e V - D i s c s t a f f ' s con-

s i d e r a b l e c o m m i t m e n t to F o r t h e R e c o r d in a d d i t i o n to its 

r e g u l a r p r o d u c t i o n d u t i e s , the V - D i s c g a l a w o u l d be an e x t r a 

b u r d e n . Y e t , h a v i n g p r o p o s e d t h e i d e a to h i s s t a f f and h a v i n g 

c o n f e r r e d w i t h s o m e of h i s f r i e n d s at B e n t o n and B o w l e s Ad-

v e r t i s i n g A g e n c y , C a p t a i n V i n c e n t f o r g e d a h e a d . R e p e a t i n g 

an old p a t t e r n , he i m p r o v i s e d t h e d e t a i l s en r o u t e to 

W a s h i n g t o n . T h e p u r p o s e of the g a l a w a s to m a k e V - D i s c s 



m o r e v i s i b l e to " t h e P e n t a g o n b o y s " as V i n c e n t n o t e d , " t h e 

u p p e r Ular D e p a r t m e n t b r a s s - w h o , a f t e r a l l , w e r e a l l o t t i n g 
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t h e not i n c o n s i d e r a b l e f u n d s " for t h e p r o j e c t . A s i d e f r o m 

the d e f i n i t e p u b l i c r e l a t i o n s v a l u e of a W a s h i n g t o n s h o w , 

V i n c e n t w o u l d - l i k e one of h i s b o y h o o d h e r o e s , B a r n u m -

add t h e t i t l e of i m p r e s s a r i o to h i s r e c e n t c o l l e c t i o n of 

a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s . 

V i n c e n t ' s m e m o i r s a r e o f t e n i n f o r m e d by a " D i c k 

W h i t t i n g t o n " m o t i f in w h i c h V i n c e n t e n t e r s a c i t y w i t h n o t h i n g 

m o r e t h a n a b r i g h t i d e a and l e a v e s w i t h t h e e n d o r s e m e n t of 

the m i g h t y to p e r f o r m h i s m i s s i o n . In t r u t h , V i n c e n t w a s 

t h e o u t s i d e r k n o c k i n g at t h e d o o r s of t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t . 

T h a t he w a s so o f t e n s u c c e s s f u l in p e r s u a d i n g o t h e r s to t r u s t 

in h i m , is s e e n in h i s r e c o r d of a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s . He r a r e l y 

f a i l e d , or at l e a s t it w o u l d s e e m so d u r i n g the w a r . H e r e 

is how he d e s c r i b e d h i s t r i p to W a s h i n g t o n in e a r l y O c t o b e r , 

19 4 A : 

I w e n t d o w n by t r a i n and t h i s g a v e me t i m e 
to t h i n k . I d e c i d e d I'd m a k e a p i t c h to h o o k up 
w i t h t h e T r e a s u r y ' s 6th W a r B o n d D r i v e . W e l l , 
I did j u s t t h a t . T h e T r e a s u r y w e l c o m e d me w i t h 
o p e n a r m s . T h e y a g r e e d to r e n t C o n s t i t u t i o n H a l l , 
pay t h e t r a v e l l i n g and h o t e l e x p e n s e s of a l l 
a r t i s t s , as w e l l as o u r own a c c o m m o d a t i o n s , if 
w e s e c u r e d a l l the t a l e n t for a t h r e e - h o u r l o n g 
a l l - s t a r v a r i e t y s h o w , o n e - h a l f h o u r of w h i c h w o u l d 
be b r o a d c a s t o v e r N . B . C . a g ^ t h e f i n a l p r o g r a m in 
t h e F o r t h e R e c o r d s e r i e s . 

W e e k s of h a r d w o r k f o l l o w e d . V i n c e n t p r e s e r v e d h i s 

a r m y f i l e on t h e g a l a , and it r e v e a l s a d e t a i l e d p i c t u r e 

of how t h e p l a n n i n g for t h e e v e n t u n f o l d e d . An e l e v e n t i e r 



p l a n n i n g t a b l e c o v e r e d e v e r y i t e m f r o m r e q u i r e m e n t s f o r ad-

m i s s i o n - w h i c h w a s t h e p u r c h a s e of a UJar B o n d - to p r o m o t i o n , 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , and e q u i p m e n t p r o c u r e m e n t . T h e t o t a l b u d g e t 
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f o r t h e e v e n t w a s $ 4 , 5 0 0 . A d e t a i l e d c h a r t of t h e e n t e r -

t a i n e r s , t h e i r c o n t a c t p e r s o n s , and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n w a s d r a w n 

u p . T h e f i l e i n c l u d e s d e p a r t m e n t r o u t i n g s l i p s and r e p l i e s 

f r o m g u e s t a r t i s t s c o n f i r m i n g t h e i r p a r t i c i p a t i o n . R a d i o 

s t a r E d g a r B e r g e n w a s a m o n g t h e f i r s t to c o n f i r m in a l e t t e r 
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to C o r p o r a l H u r d l e on O c t o b e r 2 4 . 

C a p t a i n V i n c e n t ' s m e m o r a n d a a r e c r i s p l y w r i t t e n . H i s 

eye for p u b l i c r e l a t i o n s v a l u e is e v i d e n t in an O c t o b e r 12 

m e m o o u t l i n i n g t h e p r o j e c t . As in h i s p r o p o s a l to s t a r t 

the V - D i s c p r o j e c t , V i n c e n t w a n t s and g e t s c a r t e b l a n c h e . 

T h e m e m o " r e s p e c t f u l l y " r e q u e s t s t h a t " i n s t r u c t i o n s be i s s u e d 

by the D i r e c t o r (of S p e c i a l S e r v i c e s ) to t h e e f f e c t t h a t 

e v e r y B r a n c h of t h e S p e c i a l S e r v i c e s D i v i s i o n s h a l l c o o p e r a t e 

w i t h the V - D i s c s D e p a r t m e n t if t h e i r h e l p is n e e d e d , to m a k e 
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t h i s e n t e r p r i s e a b r i l l i a n t s u c c e s s . " As t h e d a t e of t h e 

N o v e m b e r 2 0 t h show a p p r o a c h e d , V i n c e n t and h i s s t a f f m o v e d 

i n t o q u a r t e r s in t h e M a y f l o w e r H o t e l . T h e e v e n t , f i n a l l y 

n a m e d T h e P a r a d e of S t a r s , w a s a s m a s h i n g s u c c e s s and a g o o d 

e x a m p l e of w h a t c o - o p e r a t i o n b e t w e e n t h e e n t e r t a i n m e n t f i e l d 

and t h e m i l i t a r y c o u l d p r o d u c e . A d m i s s i o n to t h e show a v e r -

a g e d $ 7 5 0 p e r s e a t . T h e s h o w r a i s e d t h r e e m i l l i o n d o l l a r s 
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in t o t a l t i c k e t s a l e s . 

T h e P a r a d e of S t a r s f e a t u r e d t h r e e " n a m e " b a n d s i n c l u d i n g 

t h o s e of R a y m o n d S c o t t , E d d y H o w a r d , and S e r g e a n t H a r r y 



B l u e s t o n e ' s AAF R a d i o P r o d u c t i o n U n i t . P i a n i s t - c o m e d i a n 

V i c t o r B a r g e and v e n t r i l o q u i s t E d g a r B e r g e n h e a d l i n e d t h e 

s h o u w h i c h w a s h o s t e d by a n u m b e r of m a s t e r s - o f - c e r e m o n y 

w h i c h i n c l u d e d Ed S u l l i v a n and M a r t i n B l o c k . V i n c e n t d i p l o -

m a t i c a l l y i n s e r t e d S p e c i a l S e r v i c e s m e s s a g e s and W a r B o n d 

a p p e a l s t h r o u g h o u t t h e s h o w . As a p a e a n to C o l o n e l B r a n s o n ' s 

l o v e of S o u s a , t h e Air F o r c e s B a n d p l a y e d B r o n s o n ' s " G e n e r a l 
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M a r s h a l l M a r c h " as a p r o l o g u e . 

A f t e r t h e g a l a , G e n e r a l B y r o n h o s t e d a r e c e p t i o n at 

the M a y f l o w e r H o t e l . V i n c e n t w r o t e : 

It did n o t g e t s t a r t e d u n t i l n e a r l y 1 A . M . T h e 
rnaitre d' h o t e l at t h e M a y f l o w e r ( w h o s e son w a s 
o v e r s e a s and a V - D i s c f a n ) saw to i t g ^ h a t we had 
t h e b e s t of e v e r y t h i n g in a b u n d a n c e . 

V i n c e n t i n t r o d u c e d t h e e n t e r t a i n e r s to t h e h i g h P e n t a g o n 

o f f i c e r s and s p r e a d h i s o w n b r a n d of g o o d w i l l . O n D e c e m b e r 

1 5 , V i n c e n t r e c e i v e d a l e t t e r of c o m m e n d a t i o n f r o m G e n e r a l 

B y r o n for h i s " s p l e n d i d w o r k and . . . u n t i r i n g e f f o r t s in 

t h e a c c o m p l i s h m e n t of t h e i m m e n s e l y s u c c e s s f u l V - D i s c T r e a s u r y 

A l l - S t a r P e r f o r m a n c e . . . ." G e n e r a l B y r o n a c k n o w l e d g e s 

" t h e e d u c a t i o n a l f a c t o r " of t h e s h o w in b r i n g i n g to l i g h t 
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t h e r o l e of t h e V - D i s c p r o g r a m in b u i l d i n g t r o o p m o r a l e , 

• n D e c e m b e r 2 8 , t h e c h a i r m a n of t h e D i s t r i c t of C o l u m b i a 

W a r F i n a n c e C o m m i t t e e of t h e T r e a s u r y D e p a r t m e n t w r o t e V i n c e n t 

a s i m i l a r l e t t e r s t a t i n g t h a t " t h e show w a s a t r e m e n d o u s 

s u c c e s s and for w e e k s a f t e r w a r d , it w a s t h e s u b j e c t of c o m -

m e n d a t i o n by t h o s e w h o w e r e f o r t u n a t e e n o u g h to be in a t t e n -

9 9 
d a n c e . " As 1 9 4 4 e n d e d , C a p t a i n V i n c e n t c o u l d l o o k b a c k 



o v e r h i s t h i r t y m o n t h s of A r m y s e r v i c e w i t h a s e n s e of a c c o m -

p l i s h m e n t . Y e t , t h e r e w a s s t i l l a w a r on and m u c h w o r k to 

be d o n e . 

S h o r t l y a f t e r the d e a t h of P r e s i d e n t F r a n k l i n D . 

R o o s e v e l t on A p r i l 1 2 , 1 9 4 5 , C a p t a i n V i n c e n t t r a v e l e d to 

W a s h i n g t o n for s o m e V - D i s c b u d g e t m a t t e r s . A g a i n , V i n c e n t 

had a " s e c r e t p l a n . " In t h i s c a s e it w a s to q u i e t l y e x p l o r e 

t h e p o s s i b i l i t i e s of g e t t i n g an a s s i g n m e n t as t h e s o u n d m a n 

at the u p c o m i n g U n i t e d N a t i o n s C o n f e r e n c e in San F r a n c i s c o 

s c h e d u l e d to b e g i n on A p r i l 2 5 t h . A s in 1 9 1 8 , V i n c e n t ' s 

eye w a s on " t h e b i g p i c t u r e " and the San F r a n c i s c o C o n f e r e n c e 

r e p r e s e n t e d a n o t h e r o p p o r t u n i t y for V i n c e n t to w a t c h h i s t o r y 

in t h e m a k i n g . C h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y , he a c t e d on h i s own a n d 

did n o t go t h r o u g h A r m y c h a i n of c o m m a n d . V i n c e n t d e t a i l e d 

h i s p l a n in a t w e n t y - t h r e e p a g e m e m o i r a b o u t h i s w o r k at 

t h e c o n f e r e n c e w r i t t e n in 1 9 8 0 . He s t a t e d : 

W h i l e in W a s h i n g t o n I c a l l e d at t h e u n m a r k e d i n c o n -
s p i c u o u s b u i l d i n g w h i c h h o u s e d t h e O . S . S . ( O f f i c e 
of S t r a t e g i c S e r v i c e s ) . 

T h e r e I s p o k e w i t h . . . O l i v e r L u n d q u i s t , 
w h o m I had k n o w n . He w a s a t t a c h e d to t h e P r e s e n t a -
t i o n G r o u p w h o s e job w a s d o i n g g r a p h i c s f o r v a r i o u s 
g o v e r n m e n t a g e n c i e s . At t h a t t i m e t h e P r e s e n t a t i o n 
s t a f f w e r e w o r k i n g c l o s e l y w i t h t h e S t a t e D e p a r t -
m e n t , p r e p j g j n g for t h e R i g S h o w ( s i c ) in San 
F r a n c i s c o . 

V i n c e n t i n f o r m e d L u n d q u i s t t h a t he w o u l d l i k e to be 

in c h a r g e of t h e " p . a . and s o u n d o p e r a t i o n for t h e c o n f e r e n c e . 

L u n d q u i s t a g r e e d t h a t V i n c e n t ' s b a c k g r o u n d w o u l d be v a l u a b l e 

and t o l d h i m t h a t he w o u l d " s p e a k to M i k e M c D e r m o t t at 



S t a t e . " V i n c e n t r e t u r n e d to New York h a v i n g t o l d no o n e 

at the P e n t a g o n of h i s " u n o f f i c i a l c o n v e r s a t i o n " w i t h 

L u n d q u i s t . 

In a few d a y s , t h e A d j u t a n t at S p e c i a l S e r v i c e s r e c e i v e d 

a t e l e t y p e f r o m t h e A r m y C h i e f of S t a f f ' s O f f i c e a s s i g n i n g 

V i n c e n t for t e m p o r a r y d u t y w i t h t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s S e c r e -

t a r i a t , a u t h o r i z i n g t r a v e l by a i r to San F r a n c i s c o . C a p t a i n 

V i n c e n t r e c e i v e d a h a n d c a r r i e d l e t t e r d e l i v e r e d f r o m S e c r e -

t a r y of S t a t e E d w a r d R . S t e t t i n i u s d a t e d A p r i l 1 7 t h . 

S t e t t i n i u s d e s i g n a t e d V i n c e n t as " S o u n d R e c o r d i n g O f f i c e r 

in the S e c r e t a r i a t of t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s C o n f e r e n c e " and 

e x p r e s s e d c o n f i d e n c e in V i n c e n t ' s " s p e c i a l q u a l i f i c a t i o n s 

f o r t h e t a s k . . . _ t> 10 3 

F a c i n g s t i f f o p p o s i t i o n to h i s a s s i g n m e n t f r o m C o l o n e l 

K e r r , a W e s t P o i n t e r , and t h e D e p u t y C h i e f of S p e c i a l S e r -

v i c e s , C a p t a i n V i n c e n t a c t e d q u i c k l y . He c a l l e d t h e S t a f f 

o f f i c e r at the P e n t a g o n w h o had s i g n e d h i s o r i g i n a l o r d e r s . 

C o l o n e l K e r r had s e n t a m e s s a g e to W a s h i n g t o n r e c o m m e n d i n g 

the s u b s t i t u t i o n of a q u a l i f i e d S i g n a l C o r p s o f f i c e r b e c a u s e 

V i n c e n t w a s n e e d e d at h i s V - D i s c p o s t . V i n c e n t r e c a l l e d 

t h a t the S t a f f o f f i c e r " v e h e m e n t l y v e t o e d C o l o n e l K e r r ' s 

o b j e c t i o n . . . by c o m m a n d of G e n e r a l M a r s h a l 1 ." 

S p e c i a l S e r v i c e s , h o w e v e r , r e j e c t e d V i n c e n t ' s r e q u e s t 

to t a k e w i t h him c e r t a i n A r m y s o u n d e q u i p m e n t on the g r o u n d s 

t h a t t h e o r d e r s o n l y i n d i c a t e d t h a t C a p t a i n V i n c e n t w a s to 

be t r a n s p o r t e d . W i s h i n g to be p r e p a r e d , V i n c e n t s t r i p p e d 

a c o n t r o l r o o m of h i s own V o c a r i u m S t u d i o at R a d i o C i t y . 



At the l a s t m i n u t e , he o b t a i n e d c l e a r a n c e to t a k e a l o n g 

S e r g e a n t F r a n k B r u n o f r o m the V - D i s c s e c t i o n . V i n c e n t ob-

t a i n e d t h e n e c e s s a r y f r e i g h t p r i o r i t i e s and f l e w w i t h B r u n o 

to San F r a n c i s c o on a n i g h t f l i g h t a r r i v i n g on A p r i l 2 1 s t 

w i t h o n l y f o u r d a y s u n t i l t h e o p e n i n g of t h e c o n f e r e n c e on 

A p r i l 2 5 t h . 1 0 5 

S e t t i n g up a w o r k a r e a in t h e b a s e m e n t of t h e V e t e r a n s 

War M e m o r i a l B u i l d i n g a n d O p e r a H o u s e , C a p t a i n V i n c e n t q u i c k l y 

w e n t i n t o a c t i o n . To a v o i d u n i o n p r o b l e m s , he r e q u e s t e d 

the s e r v i c e s of f o u r N a v y e n l i s t e d m e n w h o w e r e a s s i g n e d 

to the c a r p o o l . V i n c e n t g a v e t h e m a c r a s h c o u r s e in o p e r a -

t i n g t h e r e c o r d i n g l a t h e s and m i x e r s w h i c h w e r e s e t up in 

t h e b a s e m e n t . T h e ad h o c s t a f f of t h e n e w l y f o r m e d S o u n d 

and R e c o r d i n g D i v i s i o n of t h e S e c r e t a r i a t q u i c k l y l a i d a l l 

t h e n e c e s s a r y c a b l e s and c o n d u i t s to c o n n e c t t h e m a i n a u d i -

t o r i u m s of t h e liJar M e m o r i a l B u i l d i n g a n d O p e r a H o u s e . T h e 

n e c e s s a r y s u p p l i e s of e l e c t r i c a l t r a n s c i p t i o n s a n d a c e t a t e 

d i s c s w e r e s u p p l i e d by t h e S i g n a l C o r p s at t h e P r e s i d i o . 

T h e p u b l i c a d d r e s s s y s t e m s and m i c r o p h o n e s i n c l u d i n g c o n s o l e s , 

m i x e r s , and r e m o t e a m p l i f i e r s w e r e s u p p l i e d by c o n t r a c t o r s . 

It is not k n o w n w h e t h e r t h e S i g n a l C o r p s s t a f f at t h e 

P r e s i d i o w o n d e r e d w h y t h e i r s e r v i c e s w e r e n o t r e q u e s t e d at 

t h e c o n f e r e n c e , b u t C a p t a i n V i n c e n t ' s p e r f o r m a n c e as s o u n d 

o f f i c e r f o r e c l o s e d any l i n g e r i n g d o u b t s a b o u t his a s s i g n m e n t . 

V i n c e n t ' s g r e g a r i o u s n e s s and h e l p f u l m a n n e r q u i c k l y b r o u g h t 

him i n t o t h e i n n e r c i r c l e of d i p l o m a t s and S t a t e D e p a r t m e n t 

o f f i c e r s at t h e c o n f e r e n c e . M i k e M c D e r m o t t i n t r o d u c e d V i n c e n t 



to the m e d i a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s and p l a c e d him in c h a r g e of 

the r a d i o " f e e d " of t h e p r o c e e d i n g s . V i n c e n t s t i p u l a t e d 

t h a t i n s t e a d of s t r i n g i n g d o z e n s of n e t w o r k m i c r o p h o n e s w i t h 

t h e i r " M u t u a l , N . B . C . , B l u e , C . B . C . and . . . o t h e r s i g n p l a t e s 

t h a t w o u l d d e f a c e t h e a t t r a c t i v e d e c o r of t h e h a l l s , " n o t 

m o r e t h a n f i v e A r m y m i c r o p h o n e s w o u l d be u s e d at each p o d i u m . 

M o r e i m p o r t a n t l y , C a p t a i n V i n c e n t and h i s s t a f f r e c o r d e d 

all P l e n a r y s e s s i o n s of t h e C o n f e r e n c e w h i c h w e r e u s e d by 

t h e V e r b a t i m r e p o r t e r s , a new i n n o v a t i o n w h i c h w a s a p p r e c i a t e d 
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by t h e c o u r t r e p o r t e r s a s s i g n e d to the C o n f e r e n c e . In 

a l e t t e r to C a p t a i n V i n c e n t d a t e d J u n e 1 8 , 1 9 4 5 , t h e C h i e f 

of t h e V e r b a t i m R e p o r t i n g G r o u p - E u g e n e Ul. M o o r e n o t e d : 

As a c o u r t r e p o r t e r of s o m e y e a r ' s e x p e r i e n c e , 
and f r o m w h a t I h a v e s e e n at t h e C o n f e r e n c e , I 
h a v e c o m e to t h e c o n c l u s i o n t h a t in t h e n o t - t o o -
f a r - d i s t a n t f u t u r e s o u n d r e c o r d i n g e q u i p m e n t is 
g o i n g to b e c o m e a p a r t and p a r c e l j g ^ e v e r y t o p -
n o t c h r e p o r t e r ' s o f f i c e e q u i p m e n t . 

M o o r e e s p e c i a l l y a p p r e c i a t e d the b e n e f i t s t h a t s o u n d r e c o r d i n g 

g a v e h i s r e p o r t e r s in a c c u r a t e l y c a p t u r i n g t h e " a c c e n t s , 

e n u n c i a t i o n , s t r a n g e c o n s t r u c t i o n s of s e n t e n c e s w i t h E n g l i s h 

w o r d s , a n d o t h e r c a u s e s t h a t w e h a v e f a c e d at t h i s C o n -

ference.""'"'"'^ 

V i n c e n t e n j o y e d h i s s o c i a l c o n t a c t s w i t h S e c r e t a r i a t 

p e r s o n n e l i n c l u d i n g A l g e r H i s s , the S e c r e t a r y G e n e r a l . Oc-

c u p y i n g a r o o m at t h e M a r k H o p k i n s H o t e l f o r t h e d u r a t i o n 

of the c o n f e r e n c e , C a p t a i n V i n c e n t had an o p p o r t u n i t y to 

m e e t v a r i o u s m e m b e r s of t h e v i s i t i n g d e l e g a t i o n s . V i n c e n t 

n o t e d in h i s m e m o i r t h a t " t h e r e w e r e s c o r e s of f a s c i n a t i n g 



i n d i v i d u a l s w h o m , b e c a u s e of my j o b , I w a s p r i v i l e g e d to 
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r u b s h o u l d e r s w i t h . " C a p t a i n V i n c e n t did n o t s h i r k t h e 

r o l e of " g o o d w i l l a m b a s s a d o r " and m a d e f r i e n d s e a s i l y at 

v a r i o u s c o c k t a i l p a r t i e s and s o c i a l o c c a s i o n s s p o n s o r e d by 

the v a r i o u s d e l e g a t i o n s . He m e t G e n e r a l C a r l o s R o m u l o of 

t h e P h i l i p p i n e s at a n i g h t c l u b and c h a t t e d w i t h L t . C o m m a n d e r 

H a r o l d S t a s s e n and S e n a t o r s Tom C o n n a l l y a n d A r t h u r V a n d e n b e r g 

of t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s d e l e g a t i o n . 

D u r i n g C a p t a i n V i n c e n t ' s n i n e w e e k a s s i g n m e n t at t h e 

U n i t e d N a t i o n s C o n f e r e n c e , h i s S o u n d and R e c o r d i n g D i v i s i o n 

r e c o r d e d the h i s t o r y m a k i n g P l e n a r y S e s s i o n s w h i c h w e r e 

e v e n t u a l l y t r a n s f e r r e d to t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s A r c h i v e s in 

New Y o r k . D u r i n g h i s n i n e w e e k s in San F r a n c i s c o , C a p t a i n 

V i n c e n t l e f t t o w n t w i c e on o f f i c i a l b u s i n e s s . In M a y , he 

f l e w to L o s A n g e l e s to c h e c k on t h e p r e s s i n g f a c i l i t i e s at 

t h e A l l i e d R e c o r d s p l a n t . W h i l e in H o l l y w o o d , V i n c e n t w a s 

t h e g u e s t of G l e n n W a l l i c h s - p r e s i d e n t of C a p i t o l R e c o r d s 

- w h o t o o k him to a n i g h t c l u b w h e r e t h e y v i s i t e d w i t h s i n g e r 

N a t " K i n g " C o l e . O n H o l l y w o o d R o u l e v a r d , C a p t a i n V i n c e n t 

ran i n t o h i s old f r i e n d E a r l R o b i n s o n , s u c c e s s f u l w i t h a 

h i t s o n g , " T h e H o u s e I L i v e In." T h e s e c o n d t r i p w a s a o n e 

day m i s s i o n to W a s h i n g t o n D . C . to p r o c u r e s o m e e q u i p m e n t 

f o r t h e S o u n d and R e c o r d i n g D i v i s i o n . F l y i n g b a c k on t h e 

r e t u r n t r i p a b o a r d a C - 5 4 , C a p t a i n V i n c e n t w i t n e s s e d a v i g -

nette d u r i n g a p o k e r g a m e t h a t i l l u s t r a t e d the p o w e r of t h e 

p r e s i d e n c y . V i n c e n t r e c a l l e d : 



On t h e r e t u r n t r i p to San F r a n c i s c o , t h e 
c o n g e n i a l p a s s e n g e r s p l a y e d p o k e r p r a c t i c a l l y t h e 
w h o l e w a y c r o s s i n g t h e c o n t i n e n t . O n e of t h e 
p l a y e r s w a s a t a l l , q u i t e s t o u t , g o o d n a t u r e d in-
d i v i d u a l w h o did a lot of t a l k i n g a b o u t t h e f o r t h -
c o m i n g v i s i t of P r e s i d e n t T r u m a n for t h e s i g n i n g 
of t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s C h a r t e r . He w a s p r e p a r i n g 
all the d e t a i l s for t h e r e c e p t i o n and p a r a d e p l a n n e d 
for t h e new p r e s i d e n t on h i s a r r i v a l in San 
F r a n c i s c o . I g u e s s t h a t O l i v e r ( L u n d q u i s t ) f e l t 
s o m e of t h e a r r a n g e m e n t s w e r e e n c r o a c h i n g on h i s 
p r e r o g a t i v e s as a m e m b e r of the P r e s e n t a t i o n G r o u p , 
so he a s k e d o u r p o k e r p l a y i n g c o m p a n i o n : " J u s t 
who a r e y o u ? " 

He w a s t o l d : " I ' m G e o r g e A l l e n , t h e P r e s i -
d e n t ' s p e j j g n a l r e p r e s e n t a t i v e . " . . . And t h a t 
w a s t h a t . 

At the l a s t P l e n a r y S e s s i o n , C a p t a i n V/incent i n s t a l l e d s p e c i a l 

m i c r o p h o n e s in t h e P r e s i d e n t ' s b u l l e t p r o o f p o d i u m . On h i s 

way to w i t n e s s t h e s i g n i n g of t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s C h a r t e r , 

l/incent o b s e r v e d P r e s i d e n t T r u m a n f i r s t - h a n d in o n e of the 

c o n f e r e n c e r o o m s . He r e c a l l e d t h e e v e n t : 

A s u r p r i s e a w a i t e d me as I w a l k e d i n t o o n e of t h e 
a n t e - r o o m s . S e v e r a l p e o p l e s t o o d t h e r e . I r e c o g -
n i z e d old T o m C o n n a l l y and t h e r e w a s C o n g r e s s m a n 
Sol B l o o m s a y i n g to a man w h o had j u s t e n t e r e d : 
" H e l l o H a r r y ? " It w a s t h e P r e s i d e n t of t h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s , u n g u a r d e d , i n f o r m a l l y , jj^'oying t h e c h a n c e 
to s e e s o m e of h i s old c r o n i e s . 

B e f o r e t h e l a s t P l e n a r y S e s s i o n , C a p t a i n l/incent had 

o n e of h i s m o s t i n s p i r e d " b r a i n s t o r m s . " He r e q u e s t e d p e r m i s -

s i o n f r o m S e c r e t a r y G e n e r a l A l g e r H i s s to r e c o r d t h e s i g n i n g 

of the C h a r t e r . V/incent l i k e n e d it to a c h a n c e to r e c o r d 

t h e D e c l a r a t i o n of I n d e p e n d e n c e had t h e r e b e e n t h e p o s s i b i l i t y 

of s o u n d r e p r o d u c t i o n in 1 7 7 6 . \/incent p l a n t e d a m i c r o p h o n e 

in t h e " l a r g e b l u e d a m a s k c o v e r e d r o u n d t a b l e " in t h e 



a u d i t o r i u m of t h e O p e r a H o u s e . E v e r y s i g n e r s p o k e in h i s 

own n a t i v e l a n g u a g e , and V i n c e n t n o t e d t h e i m p r e s s i v e " T o w e r 

of B a b e l " e f f e c t of the c e r e m o n y . As a p e r s o n a l t o u c h , 

V i n c e n t u n d e r w r o t e the e x p e n s e of p r o d u c i n g t w o - h u n d r e d U n i t e d 

N a t i o n s C h a r t e r a l b u m s . As a m e m b e r of t h e S e c r e t a r i a t s t a f f , 

C a p t a i n V i n c e n t r e c e i v e d a f a c s i m i l e c o p y of t h e c o m p l e t e d 
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U n i t e d N a t i o n s C h a r t e r . A f t e r t h e C o n f e r e n c e a d j o u r n e d , 

V i n c e n t t u r n e d d o w n a r e c r e a t i o n t r i p to Y o s e m i t e w i t h t h e 

P r e s e n t a t i o n G r o u p in f a v o r of an i n v i t a t i o n to fly b a c k 

to W a s h i n g t o n on P r e s i d e n t T r u m a n ' s p l a n e , t h e " S a c r e d C o w , " 

w h i c h w a s a l s o t r a n s p o r t i n g t h e o r i g i n a l s i g n e d U n i t e d N a t i o n s 

C h a r t e r . ^ ^ 

V i n c e n t ' s u n o r t h o d o x m i l i t a r y w a y s had r e s u l t e d in o n e 

of the b e s t a s s i g n m e n t s of the w a r . T h e r e w a s a l s o s o m e 

s w e e t r e v e n g e for V i n c e n t as a p e r s o n a l l e t t e r of c o m m e n d a t i o n 

f r o m S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e S t e t t i n i u s a r r i v e d at the S p e c i a l 

S e r v i c e s D i v i s i o n . C o l o n e l K e r r , V i n c e n t ' s c o m m a n d i n g o f f i c e r 

- w h o had r e c e n t l y t u r n e d d o w n V i n c e n t ' s p r o m o t i o n to M a j o r 

w i t h t h e c o m m e n t " o v e r my d e a d b o d y " - w a s o r d e r e d to d e l i v e r 

M r . S t e t t i n i u s ' l e t t e r to V i n c e n t p e r s o n a l l y w h e n he r e t u r n e d 

to h i s a s s i g n m e n t at V - D i s c . 1 1 4 

D e s p i t e t h e h e a v y d e m a n d at V - D i s c and at t h e San 

F r a n c i s c o C o n f e r e n c e , R o b e r t V i n c e n t m a n a g e d to f i n d t i m e 

to o r g a n i z e a c o m m e r i c a l p h o n o g r a p h r e c o r d p r o j e c t w h i c h 

r e s u l t e d in a new l a b e l c a l l e d " S u p e r d i s c s . " T h e new c o m p a n y 

w a s the r e s u l t of a p a r t n e r s h i p b e t w e e n V i n c e n t ' s w i f e , V i o l a 

- t h e n n o m i n a l h e a d of V o c a r i u m S t u d i o s , and I r v i n g and I s r a e l 



F e l d - t w o y o u n g e n t e r p r i s i n g d r u g s t o r e o w n e r s f r o m W a s h i n g t o n 

D . C . V i n c e n t s c r u p u l o u s l y a v o i d e d any c o n f l i c t of i n t e r e s t 

w i t h h i s V - D i s c a s s i g n m e n t by a c t i n g as u n o f f i c i a l a d v i s o r 

to t h e new c o m p a n y w h i c h w a s h e a d q u a r t e r e d in V i n c e n t ' s R a d i o 

C i t y O f f i c e s . 

T h e F e l d s r e c o g n i z e d t h e v a s t u r b a n m a r k e t f o r b l a c k 

m u s i c , t h e n c a l l e d " r a c e m u s i c . " T h e l a t e w a r y e a r s s i g n a l l e d 

a s h i f t in p o p u l a r m u s i c a l t r e n d s . W h a t w o u l d s o o n be c a l l e d 

" R h y t h m and B l u e s " and l a t e r , " R o c k and R o l l " w a s a l r e a d y 

m a k i n g i t s w a y i n t o u r b a n m a r k e t s . T h e F e l d s r e c o g n i z e d t h e 

d e m a n d f o r r a c e and h o t jazz m u s i c at t h e r e c o r d c o u n t e r of 

t h e i r " S u p e r C u t R a t e D r u g S t o r e . " T h e d e m o g r a p h i c s h i f t 

of t h e B l a c k p o p u l a t i o n to N o r t h e r n c i t i e s d u r i n g t h e w a r 

and t h e P e t r i l l o r e c o r d i n g ban c o m b i n e d to p r o d u c e a new f o r c e 

in p o p u l a r m u s i c . T h e F e l d s , l i k e m a n y p e r c e p t i v e e n t r e -

p r e n e u r s in 1 9 4 5 , s e n s e d t h a t t h e t i m e had c o m e f o r s m a l l 

r e c o r d i n g c o m p a n i e s to m a k e t h e i r m o v e i n t o t h e r e c o r d m a r k e t 

as t h e s o - c a l l e d " B i g B a n d E r a " g a v e way to t h e a s c e n d e n c y 

of v o c a l i s t s and r h y t h m g r o u p s . V i n c e n t had m e t t h e F e l d 

b r o t h e r s on o n e of h i s b u s i n e s s t r i p s to W a s h i n g t o n ; t h e y 

a s k e d him for a d v i c e on s t a r t i n g t h e i r new v e n t u r e . V i n c e n t 

d e s c r i b e d t h e i r r e l a t i o n s h i p : 

B e c a u s e of t h e P e t r i l l o ban on b i g c o m p a n y 
p h o n o g r a p h r e c o r d s , I r v i n g F e l d w i s h e d to s t a r t 
h i s own l a b e l . T h e F e l d s w a n t e d our g u i d a n c e and 
w e s u g g e s t e d t h a t it be n a m e d " S u p e r d I s e s . ' We 
a l l p u t in s e e d m o j ^ to g e t it s t a r t e d . I w a s 
m a d e a c o n s u l t a n t . 



W h i l e on d u t y in San F r a n c i s c o , V i n c e n t ' s c o n s u l t i n g 

t o o k on a m o r e a c t i v e f u n c t i o n w h e n he s u p e r v i s e d a S u p e r d i s c 

r e c o r d i n g s e s s i o n v i a t r a n s c o n t i n e n t a l t e l e p h o n e . T h e F e l d s 

had s c h e d u l e d a d a t e w i t h g u i t a r i s t A r t h u r S m i t h at t h e s t u d i o s 

of s t a t i o n W R C in W a s h i n g t o n . V i n c e n t m o n i t o r e d t h e s e s s i o n 

by r e q u e s t i n g the S t a t e D e p a r t m e n t t e l e p h o n e o p e r a t o r in 

W a s h i n g t o n to c o n n e c t h i s o f f i c e at t h e O p e r a H o u s e w i t h W R C . 

V i n c e n t d e s c r i b e d t h i s u n u s u a l h o o k u p : 

T h e r e c o r d i n g d a t e w a s w i t h an i n s t r u m e n t a l 
q u i n t e t . . . h e a d e d by A r t h u r S m i t h , a S o u t h 
C a r o l i n a boy w i t h a h e a v y s o u t h e r n t w a n g , w h o p l a y e d 
e l e c t r i c g u i t a r a n d s o m e t i m e s s a n g . . . . I w a s 
l i s t e n i n g to f i v e or six of t h e p i e c e s o v e r t h e 
l i n e and f e l t t h a t t h e l a s t n u m b e r he p J. j ^ e d w o u l d 
be a h i t . He n a m e d it " G u i t a r B o o g i e . " 

V i n c e n t o r d e r e d a " p r o t e c t i o n " c o p y of " G u i t a r B o o g i e " to 

be d u b b e d f r o m the f r a g i l e g l a s s b a s e d t r a n s c r i p t i o n m a s t e r . 

He s u g g e s t e d t h a t e c h o e f f e c t be a d d e d by m e a n s of a r e v e r -

b e r a t i u o n u n i t a v a i l a b l e at h i s New Y o r k s t u d i o . V i n c e n t ' s 

i n s t i n c t s w e r e c o r r e c t . " G u i t a r B o o g i e " s o l d w e l l as a S u p e r -

d i s c r e l e a s e in 1945."'""'"^ 

T h e P e t r i l l o ban had i n d i r e c t l y s p a w n e d d o z e n s of s m a l l 

r e c o r d i n g c o m p a n i e s l i k e S u p e r d i s c w h i c h c a m e i n t o e x i s t e n c e 

a f t e r the b a n w a s l i f t e d in N o v e m b e r , 1 9 4 4 . S u p e r d i s c s a d d e d 

s u c h jazz s t a r s as D o n B y a s , Sid C a t l e t t , and S l a m S t e w a r t 

to t h e i r s t a b l e in a d d i t i o n to a v a r i e t y of N e g r o g o s p e l 

t a l e n t . W h i l e C a p t a i n V i n c e n t w a s c a r e f u l to k e e p h i s m i l i t a r y 

d u t i e s s e p a r a t e f r o m h i s r o l e as a " s i l e n t p a r t n e r " in S u p e r -

d i s c , he w a s a c c u s e d of " m a k i n g m o n e y off V - D i s c " by M o r t i m e r 



P a l i t z , a f o r m e r V - D i s c s t a f f e r w h o m C a p t a i n V i n c e n t had 

s h i p p e d off to b a s i c t r a i n i n g e a r l i e r in 1 9 4 4 . " P e r f e c t P i t c h " 

P a l i t z ' s c h a r g e s t h a t V i n c e n t w a s g e t t i n g " f r e e t a l e n t " for 

S u p e r d i s c t h r o u g h h i s V - D i s c a c t i v i t i e s , h o w e v e r p r o v e d to 

be g r o u n d l e s s . V i n c e n t and h i s w i f e V i o l a , w h o w a s an e x e c u -

t i v e in t h e c o m p a n y , e v e n t u a l l y s o l d t h e i r f o u r t h o u s a n d d o l l a r 

s h a r e in S u p e r d i s c s b a c k to t h e F e l d s for a p r o f i t in 1 9 4 6 . 

T h e F e l d s e v e n t u a l l y s o l d t h e e n t i r e c o m p a n y and a l l t h e 

m a s t e r s to M G M . 1 1 9 

D u r i n g t h e s u m m e r of 1 9 4 5 , C a p t a i n V i n c e n t w a s b a c k on 

d u t y at t h e V - D i s c o f f i c e . It w a s e v i d e n t t h a t t h e V - D i s c 

p r o j e c t w o u l d c o n t i n u e i n d e f i n i t e l y d e s p i t e t h e s e t t l e m e n t 

of t h e A . F . M . r e c o r d i n g b a n . U p o n l e a v i n g t h e p r o j e c t in 

A u g u s t of 1 9 4 5 , V i n c e n t r e c o m m e n d e d t h a t V - D i s c p r o d u c t i o n 

s h o u l d end w i t h p o s t - w a r d e m o b i l i z a t i o n . H o w e v e r , t h e p r o j e c t 

c o n t i n u e d f r o m 1946 to 1949 u n d e r t h e d i r e c t i o n of e x - M a s t e r 

S e r g e a n t T o n y J a n a k w h o a c t e d as c i v i l i a n c o n s u l t a n t . It 

is e s t i m a t e d t h a t o v e r e i g h t m i l l i o n V - D i s c s w e r e p r o d u c e d 
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d u r i n g t h e l i f e of t h e p r o j e c t . In 1 9 4 5 w i t h t h e a d d i t i o n 

of V - D i s c s to t h e O f f i c e of W a r I n f o r m a t i o n s e r v i c e s , p r o d u c -
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t i o n r e a c h e d 3 0 0 , 0 0 0 r e c o r d s per m o n t h . For h i s " g r e a t 

i n i t i a t i v e , k e e n j u d g e m e n t , a d m i n i s t r a t i v e a b i l i t y , and s u c -

c e s s f u l e x p e r i m e n t s w i t h p l a s t i c s , " R o b e r t V i n c e n t w a s l a t e r 

a w a r d e d T h e L e g i o n of M e r i t for h i s " m a t e r i a l c o n t r i b u t i o n 
122 

to the m o r a l e of t r o o p s in W o r l d W a r II." 

Y e t , t h e r e w a s for R o b e r t V i n c e n t o n e m o r e a s s i g n m e n t 

to c o m p l e t e b e f o r e he r e t u r n e d to c i v i l i a n l i f e . In A u g u s t , 



1 9 4 5 C a p t a i n V i n c e n t w a s o r d e r e d to r e p o r t to W a s h i n g t o n . 

T h e r e he m e t w i t h flssitant S e c r e t a r y of lilar J o h n J . M c C l o y . 

M c C l o y i n s t r u c t e d V i n c e n t to r e p o r t to N u r e m b e r g , G e r m a n y 

to " s e t up and o p e r a t e t h e s i m u l t a n e o u s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s y s t e m 
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f o r t h e f o r t h c o m i n g W a r C r i m e s T r i a l s . " V i n c e n t w a s 

p r o m o t e d to the f i e l d g r a d e of M a j o r and w a s t o l d to a s s e m b l e 

a s t a f f of f i v e e n l i s t e d m e n to a s s i s t h i m in t h e o p e r a t i o n . 

A r r i v i n g in N u r e m b e r g in l a t e A u g u s t , M a j o r V i n c e n t 

q u i c k l y s e t up the w i r i n g and e q u i p m e n t for t h e m u l t i l i n g u a l 

t r a n s l a t i o n s y s t e m . In a d d i t i o n , V i n c e n t w a s r e s p o n s i b l e 

for r e c o r d i n g the p r o c e e d i n g s of t h e t r i a l s on t r a n s c r i p t i o n 

d i s c s . H i s San F r a n c i s c o e x p e r i e n c e s e r v e d as a v a l u a b l e 

e d u c a t i o n for V i n c e n t , w h o i n s t a l l e d a f o u r - l a n g u a g e s y s t e m . 

W o r k i n g w i t h C o l o n e l L . E . D o s t e r t , c h i e f of t h e i n t e r p r e t i n g 

d i v i s i o n , V i n c e n t c r e a t e d an e f f i c i e n t s y s t e m w h i c h w a s u s e d 

by t h e T r i b u n a l in e x e c u t i v e s e s s i o n and in the c o u r t r o o m . 

M a j o r V i n c e n t w a s , i n c i d e n t a l l y , now a s s i g n e d to t h e S i g n a l 

C o r p s . H i s p e r f o r m a n c e at San F r a n c i s c o had i m p r e s s e d h i s 
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s u p e r i o r s at the S t a t e D e p a r t m e n t . 

A f t e r o v e r s e e i n g t h e f i r s t six m o n t h s of t h e s o u n d and 

r e c o r d i n g p r o g r a m at N u r e m b e r g , M a j o r V i n c e n t w a s a s s i g n e d 

to d e t a c h e d d u t y at t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l w h i c h 

w a s h a v i n g i t s o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m e e t i n g s at H u n t e r C o l l e g e in 

New Y o r k C i t y . A l e t t e r f r o m F r a n c i s R i d d l e of t h e I n t e r -

n a t i o n a l M i l i t a r y T r i b u n a l to S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e S t e t t i n i u s 

on J a n u a r y 1 5 , 1 9 4 6 s u g g e s t e d t h a t " y o u ( S t e t t i n i u s ) w o u l d 

m a k e no m i s t a k e in e x a m i n i n g t h e p o s s i b i l i t i e s of t h e 



s i m u l t a n e o u s t r a n s l a t i o n a n d e a r p h o n e s y s t e m . " C o u l d 

V i n c e n t , w h o w a s e n r o u t e to L o n d o n to m e e t w i t h S t e t t i n i u s , 

h a v e p l a n t e d t h e s e e d for y e t a n o t h e r w o n d e r f u l a s s i g n m e n t ? 

H o w e v e r , it h a p p e n e d , M a j o r V i n c e n t w a s s o o n on h i s w a y h o m e 

to b e c o m e t h e f i r s t U n i t e d N a t i o n s S o u n d and R e c o r d i n g C h i e f . 

W h i l e in N u r e m b e r g , M a j o r V i n c e n t saw f i r s t - h a n d t h e 

e f f e c t s of t h e N a z i r e g i m e . H i s s c r a p b o o k s a r e f i l l e d w i t h 

d o c u m e n t a t i o n of e v i d e n c e of T h e H o l o c a u s t in p i c t u r e s w h i c h 

w e r e e n t e r e d as e v i d e n c e at t h e UJar C r i m e s T r i b u n a l . Y e t , 

in h i s c u r i o u s w a y , R o b e r t V i n c e n t c a m e to k n o w t h e f o r m e r 

e n e m y in h i s own f a s h i o n . He s p e n t C h r i s t m a s d i n n e r - 1 9 4 5 

w i t h a G e r m a n a r t i s t w h o had s e r v e d as an S . S . o f f i c e r . 

P i c t u r e s of M a j o r V i n c e n t s p e a k i n g to F i e l d M a r s h a l l H e r m a n 

G o e r i n g in t h e w i t n e s s box r e c o r d e d y e t a n o t h e r p e r s o n a g e 

f r o m h i s t o r y d r o l l y a d d e d to h i s c o l l e c t i o n of a c q u a i n t a n c e s . 

V i n c e n t s a i d t h a t d u r i n g a b r e a k in t h e t r i a l he had a s k e d 

G o e r i n g w h a t he t h o u g h t of t h e t r a n s l a t i o n s y s t e m . G o e r i n g 
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r e p l i e d , " f l a w l e s s , b u t t h e i n t e r p r e t e r s a r e a l o u s y l o t . " 

On a b r i g h t e r n o t e , M a j o r V i n c e n t v e n t u r e d t h r o u g h t h e 

R u s s i a n Z o n e i n t o B e r l i n w i t h two e n l i s t e d m e n and a j e e p 

in s e a r c h of s o m e e q u i p m e n t . S t o p p e d by S o v i e t t r o o p s , V i n c e n t 

and h i s m e n w e r e d e t a i n e d and q u e s t i o n e d . C o n v i n c e d t h a t 

t h e A m e r i c a n s w e r e n o t s p y i n g , the R u s s i a n s p r o v i d e d l u n c h 
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and v o d k a . R l u r r y p h o t o g r a p h s of a j o v i a l V i n c e n t e m b r a c e d 

by s m i l i n g S o v i e t t r o o p e r s a t t e s t to t h i s i n t e r n a t i o n a l a d v e n -

t u r e . 



As t h e b l e a k w i n t e r of 1 9 4 6 c o n t i n u e d in G e r m a n y , M a j o r 

V i n c e n t f l e w b a c k to A m e r i c a h a v i n g p l a y e d a m a j o r r o l e in 

d o c u m e n t i n g the t r a n s g r e s s i o n s a g a i n s t h u m a n i t y of T h e T h i r d 

R e i c h . At f o r t y - s e v e n , R o b e r t V i n c e n t had a c h i e v e d a w a r 

r e c o r d u n c o m m o n for a n o n c o m b a t c i t i z e n s o l d i e r . T h r o u g h 

p e r s i s t e n c e and p e r s u a s i o n , he had f o r g e d a v i s i o n of how 

u s e f u l he c o u l d be to m e n of p o w e r w h o s e b u s y a g e n d a s r e q u i r e d 

o u t s i d e h e l p . R o b e r t V i n c e n t w a s no b a t t l e f i e l d h e r o , b u t 

he did r e p r e s e n t t h e b e s t t h a t t h e A r m y s e r v i c e and s u p p o r t 

u n i t s c o u l d o f f e r . He w a s a c o n s u m m a t e p r o f e s s i o n a l w h o 

b r o u g h t b o t h a s e n s e of h i s t o r y and t h e h i g h e s t t e c h n i c a l 

s k i l l s w i t h him i n t o w a r t i m e s e r v i c e . W o r l d W a r T w o m a d e 

R o b e r t V i n c e n t an " i n s i d e r . " A f t e r y e a r s of a p p r e n t i c e s h i p , 

he w a s now a m a t u r e m a n w i t h a r e c o r d of s o l i d a c c o m p l i s h m e n t 

of i n t e r n a t i o n a l s c o p e . l\lo l o n g e r a " p r e c o c i o u s b r a t " w i t h 

an e c c e n t r i c h o b b y , V i n c e n t c o u l d s t a n d on m e r i t in h i s f i e l d . 

P r i o r to h i s s e p a r a t i o n f r o m the U n i t e d S t a t e s A r m y on A u g u s t 

2 0 , 1 9 4 6 , V i n c e n t r e c e i v e d a l e t t e r of c o m m e n d a t i o n f r o m 

J u s t i c e R o b e r t H . J a c k s o n of t h e S u p r e m e C o u r t of t h e U n i t e d 

S t a t e s . J a c k s o n had b e e n a j u s t i c e at the N u r e m b e r g T r i b u n a l . 

He w r o t e : 

Now t h a t I h a v e a b r e a t h i n g s p e l l , I w a n t to 
send you a l i n e of a p p r e c i a t i o n for t h e e x c e l l e n t 
w o r k you did in c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t h e i n s t a l l i n g and 
o p e r a t i n g of the s o u n d e q u i p m e n t in t h e c o u r t r o o m 
in t h e e a r l y d a y s of t h e N u r e m b e r g t r i a l . I do 
not b e l i e v e it w o u l d h a v e b e e n p o s s i b l e to h a v e 
c a r r i e d on t h e t r i a l w i t h o u t t h i s s y s t e m and I do 
n o t see how w e w o u l d h a v e had the s y s t e m in o p e r a t i o n 
b u t f o r y o u r e n e r g e t i c and i n t e l l i g e n t e f f o r t s . 
You h a v e t h e a p p r e c i a t i o n of e v e r y o n e c o n c e r n e d 
a n d my g o o d w i s h e s go w i t h y o u . 



J u s t i c e J a c k s o n ' s r e f e r e n c e to R o b e r t V i n c e n t ' s e n e r g y 

and i n t e l l i g e n c e w e r e p e r c e p t i v e . T h e " p r e c o c i o u s b r a t " had 

corne a l o n g way on t h o s e t w o a s s e t s . As he r e - e n t e r e d c i v i l i a n 

l i f e in the p o s t - A t o m i c A g e , V i n c e n t l o o k e d f o r w a r d to new 

c h a l l e n g e s . At t h e end of t h i s w a r , u n l i k e t h e l a s t o n e , 

R o b e r t V i n c e n t had no t h o u g h t s of b r a s s b a n d s a n d g l o r y . 

T h e m e d i a a g e w a s a l r e a d y b e g u n and V i n c e n t w a s o u t to " r e c o r d 

i t s e v e r y w h e e z e . " " ' " ^ 



C H A P T E R V I I I 

E C L I P S E AND E X I L E 
1 9 4 6 - 1 9 6 0 

F o r R o b e r t V i n c e n t , d i s c h a r g e f r o m t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s 

A r m y in A u g u s t , 1 9 4 6 m e a n t o n l y t h a t he no l o n g e r w o r e t h e 

u n i f o r m and b a d g e s of r a n k . He c o n t i n u e d in h i s job as c h i e f 

s o u n d a n d r e c o r d i n g e n g i n e e r for the U n i t e d N a t i o n s at t h e i r 

t e m p o r a r y h e a d q u a r t e r s at H u n t e r C o l l e g e in New Y o r k C i t y . 

T h e U . N . p o s t s u i t e d V i n c e n t w e l l . It w a s , l i k e h i s w a r t i m e 

a s s i g n m e n t s , " d a m n e d interesting.""'" A l s o , it g a v e him (and 

t h e r e f o r e V o c a r i u m S t u d i o s - s t i l l o p e r a t e d by h i s w i f e ) 

u s e f u l m e d i a e x p o s u r e w h i c h m i g h t be u s e f u l in s e c u r i n g new 

b u s i n e s s . V i n c e n t s e n s e d t h a t the r e c o r d i n g f i e l d w o u l d 

r a p i d l y c h a n g e w i t h the a d v e n t of new t e c h n o l o g y . He had 

b r o u g h t b a c k o n e of the a d v a n c e d G e r m a n m a g n e t i c t a p e re-

c o r d e r s f r o m E u r o p e , and he k n e w t h a t the t r a n s c r i p t i o n 
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b u s i n e s s w a s d o o m e d o n c e the i n d u s t r y r e t o o l e d . 

As m i l l i o n s of e x - s e r v i c e m e n r e t u r n e d to c i v i l i a n l i f e , 

the e c o n o m y r e s p o n d e d q u i c k l y to t h e d e m a n d for new p r o d u c t s . 

C o n s u m e r s in 1946 w e r e a d v i s e d t h a t " T h e r e ' s a F o r d in Y o u r 

F u t u r e " a n d t h a t " B e n d i x C r e a t i v e E n g i n n e r i n g M A K E S S C I E N C E 

Y O U R O B E D I E N T S E R V A N T . " 3 W a r t i m e t e c h n o l o g y w a s b e i n g t r a n s -

l a t e d i n t o P r o m e t h e a n i n d u s t r i a l a p p l i c a t i o n s t h a t w e r e 

r e f l e c t e d in t h e a u t o m o b i l e and a p p l i a n c e f i e l d s . As one 



a d v e r t i s e m e n t t o u t e d , " t h e s a m e f o r c e t h a t k e e p s 'em f l y i n g 

- CAN N O W F L A S H Y O U R W I N D O W S O P E N . " 4 V i n c e n t , h o w e v e r , re-

s i s t e d t h e t r e n d by t u r n i n g d o w n h i s w i f e ' s s u g g e s t i o n t h a t 

t h e y e x p l o i t G e r m a n t e c h n o l o g y and m a n u f a c t u r e t a p e r e c o r d -
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e r s . He t r a d e d the G e r m a n p r o t o t y p e to RCA for s o m e e q u i p -

m e n t he n e e d e d . I r o n i c a l l y , the w i d e s p r e a d p o p u l a r i t y of 

h o m e t a p e r e c o r d i n g a few y e a r s l a t e r w o u l d h e l p p u t c o m m e r -

c i a l s t u d i o s l i k e V i n c e n t ' s out of b u s i n e s s . 

F o r the t i m e b e i n g , " t h e w o r l d ' s g r e a t e s t p r i v a t e c o l -g 
l e c t o r of v o i c e s " e n j o y e d b e i n g an e y e w i t n e s s to h i s t o r y . 

T i m e m a g a z i n e a s k e d h i m to a n a l y z e s o m e of t h e U . N . d e l e g a t e ' s 

v o i c e s . A c c o r d i n g to V i n c e n t , " t h e r e w a s n o t a t o p f l i g h t 

v o i c e " a m o n g t h e m . H i s c o m m e n t s a b o u t s e l e c t e d d e l e g a t e s 

m a d e for i n t e r e s t i n g f i l l e r u n d e r the h e a d i n g " U N d i s t i n g u i s h e d 

V o i c e s " in the A p r i l 2 9 , 1 9 4 6 i s s u e . He c h a r a c t e r i z e d 

F r a n c e ' s H e n r i B o n n e t as t h e " b e s t v o i c e in the U . N . " 

R u s s i a n ' s A n d r e G r o m y k o w a s " d e a d p a n . . . a p l u g g e r . " 

V i n c e n t t a c t f u l l y c h a r a c t e r i z e d h i s old b o s s E d w a r d S t e t t i n i u s 
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as h a v i n g t h e v o i c e of "a j o v i a l s t a t e s m a n . " N o r w a y ' s T r y g v e 

Lie w a s " c h a r m i n g , j u s t l y f a i r . " 

T h e V i n c e n t s ' s o c i a l l i f e i n c l u d e d d i p l o m a t i c r e c e p t i o n s 

l i k e the o n e g i v e n by the S o v i e t d e l e g a t i o n at the W a l d o r f -

A s t o r i a . V i n c e n t r e c a l l e d t h a t G r o m y k o ' s h a n d s h a k e in t h e 
g 

r e c e p t i o n l i n e w a s " l i m p l i k e a d e a d f i s h . " He w a s a m u s e d 

t h a t S o v i e t h o s p i t a l i t y w a s as c a l c u l a t e d as t h e i r f o r e i g n 

p o l i c y . P r o m p t l y at s e v e n o ' c l o c k as p e r the i n v i t a t i o n , 

the l i g h t s in t h e r o o m w e n t off and t h e r e f r e s h m e n t s w e r e 



t a k e n a w a y . As a l w a y s , V i n c e n t got on w e l l w i t h e v e r y 

f a c t i o n t h o u g h he did w o n d e r " w h y a l l t h e s o - c a l l e d l i b e r a l s , 

e v e n in t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l S e c r e t a r i a t , c r e d i t e d the S o v i e t s 

w i t h a l w a y s b e i n g on t h e c o r r e c t s i d e , no m a t t e r w h a t u n r e a -

s o n a b l e p o s i t i o n t h e y t o o k on a s u b j e c t . " ^ A c l o s e V i n c e n t 

a c q u a i n t a n c e b o t h in San F r a n c i s c o and N u r e m b e r g and l a t e r 

at U n i t e d N a t i o n s h e a d q u a r t e r s w a s D a v i d Z a b l o d o w s k y w h o 

w a s l a t e r a c c u s e d of b e i n g a S o v i e t s p y . In h i s U . N . m e m o i r s , 

V i n c e n t s t a t e d h i s " a s t o n i s h m e n t " at the c h a r g e s l e v e l e d 

at h i s f r i e n d . He w r o t e , "if he s h o u l d e v e r r e a d t h e s e l i n e s 

I w a n t to a s s u r e him t h a t I l i k e d him a lot b e t t e r t h a n I 

l i k e d S e n a t o r J o s e p h R . McCarthy.""'""'" V i n c e n t w a s a l o y a l 

m a n w h o s e h e a r t w a s a l w a y s l a r g e r t h a n p o l i t i c s . 

As a l w a y s , V i n c e n t ' s p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m i m p r e s s e d h i s 

s u p e r i o r s . H i s y e a r l y e v a l u t i o n m e m o r a n d u m p r a i s e d h i s " i n i -

t i a t i v e " and " e n t h u s i a s m . " T h e e v a l u a t o r , D a v i d R . V a u g h a n , 

n o t e d t h a t in v i e w of the c h a n g i n g l o c a t i o n s and " v a r i e t y 

of e m e r g e n c y s e t u p s , " he c o u l d " r e l y on y o u r ( V i n c e n t ' s ) 
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i n g e n u i t y and l o y a l t y in any s i t u a t i o n . . . ." T h e r e 

w e r e no b r e a k d o w n s in t h e s o u n d and r e c o r d i n g s y s t e m u n d e r 

R o b e r t V i n c e n t ' s l e a d e r s h i p . O n May 1 7 , 1 9 4 7 V i n c e n t w a s 

p r o m o t e d f r o m S t e p I to S t e p II and w a s a w a r d e d a f i v e - h u n d r e d 

d o l l a r r a i s e . He w a s m a k i n g $ 8 , 7 0 0 per y e a r at t h e U n i t e d 

N a t i o n s . 

H o w e v e r , a f t e r o v e r a y e a r at t h e U . N . w i t h a s e c u r e 

f u t u r e in v i e w , V i n c e n t w a s r e s t l e s s . On F e b r u a r y 1 1 , 1 9 4 7 

he r e c e i v e d a l e t t e r f r o m C . R . lilalgreen i n d i c a t i n g t h a t 



V i n c e n t had been e x p l o r i n g the i d e a of r e v i v i n g A d v e n t u r e s 

III i t h A d m i r a l B y r d u n d e r t h e s p o n s o r s h i p of the d r u g c h a i n . 

A n o t h e r p r o j e c t i n v o l v e d an a t t e m p t to r e c o r d h i s m o t h e r ' s 

c h i l d r e n ' s f a n t a s i e s for p o s s i b l e d i s t r i b u t i o n . M a s t e r s 

w e r e c u t of s o m e of t h e r e a d i n g s , but no s p o n s o r w a s w i l l i n g 
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to u n d e r w r i t e p r o d u c t i o n c o s t s . F i n a n c i a l l y , t h e V i n c e n t s 

w e r e d o i n g w e l l e n o u g h to p u r c h a s e a l a r g e h o m e in s u b u r b a n 

M a m a r o n e c k . T h e i r s o n , K e n n e t h , w a s e n r o l l e d at Y a l e u n d e r 
X 6 

a N a v a l R . O . T . C . s c h o l a r s h i p . L i f e w a s as g o o d as it had 

b e e n for V i n c e n t s i n c e t h e c r a s h of 1929 w h e n he had l o s t 

m o s t of h i s a s s e t s . 

Y e t , by m i d - 1 9 4 8 , R o b e r t V i n c e n t d e c i d e d t h a t he w o u l d 

l e a v e his p o s t at t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s . D e s p i t e t h e o b j e c t i o n s 

of h i s w i f e , V i o l a , w h o a r g u e d t h a t h i s p o s t w a s b o t h p r e s t i -

g i o u s and s e c u r e , he r e s i g n e d as C h i e f of the S o u n d and Re-

c o r d i n g S e c t i o n . V i o l a V i n c e n t r e c a l l e d t h a t her h u s b a n d 

w a s u n h a p p y w i t h c e r t a i n u n i o n p r a c t i c e s . It m i g h t a l s o 

be a s s u m e d t h a t V i n c e n t , w h o l i k e d to w o r k a l o n e or w i t h 

a s m a l l , i n t i m a t e s t a f f , w a s u n c o m f o r t a b l e w i t h the g r o w i n g 

b u r e a u c r a c y of t h e U . N . o p e r a t i o n s . V i n c e n t ' s i n d i v i d u a l i s -

t i c , c r e a t i v e m a n a g e m e n t s t y l e did n o t s e r v e him w e l l in 

l o n g - t e r m s i t u a t i o n s . As h i s w i f e put i t , " B o b s t e p p e d on 
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t o e s . " H i s " s e l f - a c t u a l i z i n g " w o r k h a b i t s w a s b e t t e r s u i t e d 

to s h o r t - t e r m p r o j e c t s in w h i c h he had a f r e e h a n d . V i n c e n t 

w a s n e v e r a c a r e e r i s t in t h e t r a d i t i o n a l s e n s e . H i s p r a g -

m a t i c , s e l f - d i r e c t e d a p p r o a c h m a d e him m o r e t h a n a few e n e m i e s 

a m o n g the m o r e c o n s e r v a t i v e " o r g a n i z a t i o n m e n . " T h a t V i n c e n t 



o f t e n s u c c e e d e d in " s h o w i n g up" t h e c a r e e r i s t s did not e n d e a r 

him to s o m e . A l t h o u g h now f i f t y y e a r s of a g e , he w a s in 

a s e n s e s t i l l " t h e p r e c o c i o u s b r a t " p u l l i n g off t h e t o u r 

de f o r c e s h o w i n g up t h e t e a c h e r as he had d o n e b a c k at P . S . 

40 in 1 9 1 0 . 

lilhen R o b e r t V i n c e n t r e t u r n e d to f u l l - t i m e m a n a g e m e n t 
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of h i s R a d i o C i t y s t u d i o , now c a l l e d T h e N a t i o n a l V o c a r i u m , 

t i m e w a s r u n n i n g out for b o t h r a d i o and t h e l a r g e c o m m e r c i a l 

t r a n s c i p t i o n s e r v i c e s . 1 9 4 8 saw the a d v e n t of n e t w o r k t e l e -

v i s i o n , and w i t h i n two y e a r s m a n y of t h e d o m i n a n t r a d i o s t a r s 

of t h e era had e i t h e r g o n e i n t o t e l e v i s i o n or had l o s t t h e i r 

n e t w o r k c o n t r a c t s . It t o o k s l i g h t l y l o n g e r for t a p e r e c o r d i n g 

to r e p l a c e r a d i o t r a n s c r i p t i o n d i s c s in t h e w o r k p l a c e . B u t 

w i t h i n f i v e y e a r s , h o m e t a p e r e c o r d i n g m a c h i n e s w e r e f i n d i n g 

t h e i r w a y o n t o t h e m a r k e t . C o l u m b i a r e c o r d s i n t r o d u c e d t h e 
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l o n g - p l a y i n g r e c o r d t o o in 1 9 4 8 . C l e a r l y , as t h e 1 9 4 0 ' s 

c l o s e d , t h e r e w a s a r e v o l u t i o n a f o o t in t h e e l e c t r o n i c m e d i a 

f i e l d . T h e e x t e n t to w h i c h t h i s r e v o l u t i o n w o u l d e f f e c t 

A m e r i c a n s o c i e t y w o u l d be p r o f o u n d . T h e f l c L u h a n e s q u e v i s i o n 
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of " t h e G l o b a l V i l l a g e " w a s j u s t a r o u n d t h e c o r n e r . As 

t h e m e d i u m b e c a m e t h e m e s s a g e t h r o u g h t e l e v i s i o n , h o m e re-

c o r d e r s , and t r a n s i s t o r i z e d r a d i o s , t h e s p o k e n w o r d t e n d e d 

to l o s e its m y s t e r y . T h e f i f t i e s and s i x t i e s s i g n a l l e d an 

a p o c a l y p s e . It w a s as t h o u g h E d i s o n ' s v i s i o n of t h e m e d i a 

as a m e a n s of h i s t o r i c a l p r e s e r v a t i o n had b e e n e c l i p s e d by 

t h e m e r g i n g of t h e m e d i a w i t h h i s t o r y c u l m i n a t i n g in t h e 

s h o o t i n g of L e e H a r v e y O s w a l d by J a c k R u b y on n e t w o r k 



t e l e v i s i o n in t h e w a k e of the a s s a s s i n a t i o n of P r e s i d e n t 

J o h n F . K e n n e d y on N o v e m b e r 2 2 , 1 9 6 3 . F o r R o b e r t V i n c e n t , 

t h e f i f t e e n y e a r s b e t w e e n 1 9 4 8 and 1 9 6 3 w e r e y e a r s in w h i c h 

he w o u l d e x p e r i e n c e e c l i p s e as a s o u n d e n g i n e e r , e x i l e in 

t h e b o o m c o u n t r y of C a l i f o r n i a , and r e - e m e r g e n c e as an e l d e r -

s t a t e s m a n a r c h i v i s t . 

Y e t , at f i f t y , t h e r e w a s s t i l l a w o r l d to w i n for 

V i n c e n t . R e n e w i n g h i s " c o l l e c t i o n of f a m o u s p e r s o n a l i t i e s , " 

he set up r e c o r d i n g d a t e s w i t h kl. C . H a n d y , " t h e F a t h e r of 

21 
the B l u e s " at t h e old m a n ' s L o n g I s l a n d h o m e . " " S t a n d a r d 

O i l of New J e r s e y p a i d him a g o o d r e t a i n e r for r e c o r d i n g 

2 2 
i t s y e a r l y s t o c k h o l d e r ' s m e e t i n g s . In May of 1 9 4 9 , V i n c e n t 

l e c t u r e d w i t h h i s v o i c e s at Y a l e in an a t t e m p t to r e k i n d l e 

t h e i r i n t e r e s t in e x p a n d i n g t h e V o i c e L i b r a r y he had s t a r t e d 

t h e r e in 1 9 4 2 . P r o f e s s o r C l e a n t h B r o o k s w r o t e V i n c e n t on 

May 31 t h a t : 

. . . you h a v e s o m e t h i n g m o s t i m p o r t a n t and t h a t 
y o u r v i s i o n of w h a t m i g h t be and w h a t o u g h t to 
be at Y a l e is c h a l l e n g i n g and f e a s i b l e . I h a v e 
l i t t l e d o u b t t h a t the Y a l e f a c u l t y and s t u d e n t s 
w i l l r i s e to t h e o c c a s i o n . P e r h a p s a 1 i 11 i e l a t e r 
we can p r o d u c e t a n g i b l e e v i d e n c e of t h i s . 

Y a l e e v e n t u a l l y did " r i s e to the o c c a s i o n " and e n d o w a sub-

s t a n t i a l h i s t o r i c a l r e c o r d i n g s c o l l e c t i o n in 1 9 6 2 b u t n o t 

u n d e r t h e c u r a t o r s h i p of R o b e r t V i n c e n t . 

R o b e r t V i n c e n t ' s l a s t y e a r as c u r a t o r of t h e Y a l e V o i c e 
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l i b r a r y w a s 1 9 4 8 - 4 9 . H i s t h i c k f i l e of c o r r e s p o n d e n c e 

w i t h Y a l e , b e g a n in 1 9 4 1 w i t h a l e t t e r f r o m V i n c e n t to B e r n a r d 

K n o l l e n b e r g of t h e S t e r l i n g M e m o r i a l L i b r a r y on May 2 7 , 1 9 4 1 , 



r e v e a l s a h i s t o r y of g o o d i n t e n t i o n s and a lack of f o l l o w -

2 5 

t h r o u g h on t h e p a r t of Y a l e . H a v i n g b e e n r e j e c t e d by t h e 

N a t i o n a l A r c h i v e s , the L i b r a r y of C o n g r e s s , and t h e 

S m i t h s o n i a n I n s t i t u t i o n , V i n c e n t t u r n e d to K n o l l e n b e r g w h o m 

he had m e t w h i l e at Y a l e to r e c o r d t h e v o i c e of P r o f e s s o r 

W i l l i a m L y o n P h e l p s . K n o l l e n b e r g set up t h e a r r a n g e m e n t 

w h e r e b y V i n c e n t w a s m a d e c u r a t o r and had b e g u n t h e p r o c e s s 

of s e n d i n g " d u b s " of h i s v o i c e c o l l e c t i o n to Y a l e . W o r l d 

War II i n t e r r u p t e d t h e p r o j e c t a l t h o u g h V i n c e n t did c o n t i n u e 

to s e n d r e c o r d i n g s as t i m e p e r m i t t e d d u r i n g 1 9 4 2 and 1 9 4 3 . 

A f t e r W o r l d W a r I I , V i n c e n t w a s n a m e d c u r a t o r e a c h year 

but w i t h no b u d g e t or s p a c e a l l o c a t e d to h o u s e the v o i c e 

c o l l e c t i o n on an a c t i v e b a s i s . T h e 1 9 4 9 c o r r e s p o n d e n c e b e g i n s 

w i t h the u s u a l p r o m i s e of s p a c e and f u n d i n g . A f a c u l t y c o m -

m i t t e e c o n s i s t i n g of C l e a n t h B r o o k s of t h e E n g l i s h D e p a r t m e n t , 

R a l p h G a b r i e l of the H i s t o r y D e p a r t m e n t , and B r a n d B l a n c h a r d 

of the P h i l o s o p h y D e p a r t m e n t w a s a p p o i n t e d to s t u d y t h e im-

p o r t a n c e of t h e c o l l e c t i o n to t h e u n i v e r s i t y and t h e c o s t s 
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i n v o l v e d in h o u s i n g i t . In a l e t t e r to V i n c e n t d a t e d 

D e c e m b e r 1 0 , 1 9 4 8 , K n o l l e n b e r g ' s r e p l a c e m e n t - J a m e s T . B a b b 

- c o m m e n t e d t h a t "my o n l y p r o b l e m w i t h r e g a r d to y o u r c o l l e c -

t i o n is to f i n d t h e f u n d s to e q u i p and s e r v i c e a r o o m for 
2 8 

t h e c o l l e c t i o n . " T h e f u n d i n g w a s n o t f o r t h c o m i n g . By 

1 9 5 0 V i n c e n t had e n d e d h i s a f f i l i a t i o n w i t h Y a l e . 

1 9 4 9 - 5 0 w a s a y e a r of c h a n g e for R o b e r t V i n c e n t . H i s 

m o t h e r L i s a d i e d of 

c a n c e r in l a t e 1 9 4 9 . V i n c e n t ' s l o y a l t y 

f o r her had n e v e r w a n e d . L i s a ' s c o l l e c t i o n of r e j e c t i o n 



s l i p s f r o m p u b l i s h i n g c o m p a n i e s had g r o w n l o n g e r w i t h e a c h 

y e a r , a n d V i n c e n t ' s a t t e m p t s to m a r k e t r e c o r d i n g s of her 

b e s t s t o r i e s in 1 9 4 8 m i g h t be seen as an a t t e m p t to r e s t o r e 

her o n c e i n d o m i t a b l e s p i r i t . T h e V i n c e n t s w e r e p r e p a r i n g 

to m o v e her i n t o t h e i r M a m a r o n e c k h o m e j u s t b e f o r e her 
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d e a t h . In 1 9 5 0 , V i n c e n t ' s s o n , K e n n e t h , g r a d u a t e d f r o m 

Y a l e and w e n t on a c t i v e N a v a l s e r v i c e j u s t as t h e K o r e a n 

UJar b r o k e o u t . V i n c e n t w a s p r o u d of h i s s o n ' s s e r v i c e a b o a r d 

the U . S . S . B o x e r w h i c h p a r t i c i p a t e d in t h e I n c h o n i n v a s i o n 

in 1 9 5 1 , y e t he w o u l d l a t e r b o a s t " I ' m o n e w a r up on t h e 
. « I „ 3 0 
kid . " 

D u r i n g the e a r l y 1 9 5 0 ' s , V i n c e n t b r a n c h e d o u t i n t o t h e 

i n f a n t m e d i u m of t e l e v i s i o n . E a r l y t e l e v i s i o n w a s an i n s a t i -

a b l e maw t h a t d e v o u r e d a l l s o r t s of p r o d u c t i o n s i n c l u d i n g 

i n d e p e n d e n t l y p r o d u c e d d o c u m e n t a r i e s and old H o l l y w o o d f i l m s . 

U s i n g h i s R a d i o C i t y o f f i c e as h e a d q u a r t e r s , V i n c e n t f o r m e d 

an i n d e p e n d e n t p r o d u c t i o n c o m p a n y and f i l m e d a n u m b e r of 

s h o r t d o c u m e n t a r i e s i n c l u d i n g o n e a b o u t D r . Lin Y u t a n g , t h e 

philosopher.'"' 1 V i n c e n t s e e m e d r e v i v e d by h i s c i n e m a t i c 

e n d e a v o r s a n d s e e m i n g l y j u g g l e d s e v e r a l p r o j e c t s at o n c e 

as w a s h i s c u s t o m . U s i n g h i s i n t e r e s t in f a m o u s p e r s o n a l i t i e s 

w h i c h had w o r k e d on r a d i o d u r i n g t h e 1 9 3 0 ' s , V i n c e n t s t a r t e d 

a d o c u m e n t a r y on h i s h e r o T h e o d o r e R o o s e v e l t . In a l e t t e r 

to E l l i o t t K o n e , D i r e c t o r of the Y a l e A u d i o V i s u a l C e n t e r 

on J u n e 1 6 , 1 9 5 3 , V i n c e n t o u t l i n e d p l a n s f o r t h e T . R . f i l m . 
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" W i l l i n g to p r o c e e d f u l l s t e a m a h e a d , " as a l w a y s , V i n c e n t 

f o u n d it m o r e d i f f i c u l t to o b t a i n p r o d u c t i o n f u n d i n g for 



f i l m s t h a n he had in e a r l i e r d a y s for r a d i o and r e c o r d i n g 

p r o j e c t s . T h e c o s t s in t e l e v i s i o n and f i l m w e r e m u c h h i g h e r . 

It w o u l d t a k e h i m a l m o s t t w e n t y y e a r s to c o m p l e t e t h e 

R o o s e v e l t f i l m , and m u c h of it w a s p e r s o n a l l y f i n a n c e d . 3 3 

W h i l e h i s o l d - f a s h i o n e d p r o m o t i o n a l s t y l e and s o m e w h a t 

Q u i x o t i c f i l m p r o j e c t s m e t w i t h r e s i s t a n c e , V i n c e n t s t i l l 

had a r e p u t a t i o n as a f i r s t c l a s s s o u n d m a n . H a v i n g s u p p l i e d 

E d w a r d R . M u r r o w ' s p r o d u c e r w i t h s e v e r a l v o i c e s f o r t h e f a m o u s 
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I C a n H e a r It Now s e r i e s on C o l u m b i a R e c o r d s in 1 9 5 Q , 

V i n c e n t w a s c o n t r a c t e d by C a p i t o l r e c o r d s to p r o d u c e a s i m i l a r 
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a l b u m c a l l e d Hark t h e Y e a r s . N a r r a t e d by F r e d r i c M a r c h , 

H a r k t h e Y e a r s is a c o n c i s e , d r a m a t i c c r e a t i o n of s o m e of 

t h e e a r l i e s t s o c i a l e v e n t s of the t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y . 

V i n c e n t ' s d e f t h a n d in e d i t i n g the m o n t a g e and h i s c h o i c e 

of v o i c e a c t u a l i t i e s is e v i d e n t in t h e r e c o r d i n g . R e l e a s e d 

in 1 9 5 1 , H a r k the Y e a r s c o n t a i n s t h e e a r l i e s t E d i s o n e x p e r i -

m e n t a l c y l i n d e r s . It w a s r e i s s u e d in 1 9 6 3 t h r o u g h t h e M i c h i -
3 6 

gan S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y N a t i o n a l V o i c e L i b r a r y . 

T h e i d e a for H a r k t h e Y e a r s w a s g e r m i n a t e d at a s e r i e s 

of " s o i r e e s " w h i c h V i n c e n t h e l d at h i s R a d i o C i t y S t u d i o 

in 1949 a n d 1 9 5 0 . T h e s e c o c k t a i l p a r t y - l i s t e n i n g s e s s i o n s 

i n c l u d e d h i s t o r i a n F r e d e r i c k L e w i s A l l e n and h i s w i f e , A g n e s 

R o d g e r s , a w r i t e r for H a r p e r s m a g a z i n e . Either g u e s t s i n c l u d e d 

b r o a d c a s t e r D a v e G a r r o w a y , l a t e r h o s t of t h e T o d a y S h o w on 

N B C . UJood row W i l s o n ' s d a u g h t e r , M r s . W i l l i a m G i b b s M c A d o o 

a t t e n d e d o n e of t h e p a r t i e s to l i s t e n to a r e c o r d i n g of h e r 

f a t h e r . G u e s t s w o u l d sit on t h e f l o o r , d r i n k S c o t c h , and 



l i s t e n to V i n c e n t ' s r e c o r d i n g s . On A p r i l 1 2 , 1 9 5 0 , 

F r e d e r i c k L e w i s A l l e n w r o t e t h a t he and h i s w i f e " h a d a v e r y 

g o o d t i m e l i s t e n i n g to t h o s e r e c o r d s and w o u l d c e r t a i n l y 
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l i k e to h e a r m o r e of t h e m . . . ." T h e r e s t of t h e l e t t e r 

c o n s i s t s of a d e t a i l e d o u t l i n e of s u g g e s t i o n s for the a l b u m 

i n c l u d i n g t h e s u g g e s t i o n to " a v o i d l o o k i n g at f i r s t as if 
3 9 

you a r e d u p l i c a t i n g t h e M u r r o w c o l l e c t i o n . " 

O n e of R o b e r t V i n c e n t ' s p r o u d e s t a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s w a s 

his a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h d i r e c t o r R o b e r t F l a h e r t y on t h e a w a r d -
AO 

w i n n i n g d o c u m e n t a r y f i l m , T h e T i t a n in 1 9 5 0 . V i n c e n t did 

the s o u n d w o r k on t h i s s t o r y of t h e l i f e of M i c h e l a n g e l o 

w h i c h w a s n a r r a t e d by a c t o r F r e d r i c M a r c h . M a r c h and V i n c e n t 

b e c a m e f r i e n d s t h r o u g h t h i s p r o j e c t and H a r k t h e Y e a r s . 

T h e V i n c e n t s v i s i t e d M a r c h and h i s w i f e , a c t r e s s F l o r e n c e 

E l d r i d g e , at t h e i r C o n n e c t i c u t h o m e . ^ 

V i n c e n t c o n t i n u e d to p u r s u e t e l e v i s i o n p r o j e c t s in 1 9 5 2 

and 1 9 5 3 . He c o m p l e t e d o n e c o l o r p i l o t of a s e r i e s he c a l l e d 

W h o ' s W h o in P e r s o n . U s i n g t h e c a m e r a as an i n q u i r i n g e y e 

i n t o t h e h o m e s of f a m o u s p e r s o n a g e s , V i n c e n t had o r i g i n a t e d 

t h e i d e a in t h e Lin Y u t a n g f i l m t h e y e a r b e f o r e . T h i s t i m e 

V i n c e n t f i l m e d a p r o g r a m at t h e a p a r t m e n t of a r t i s t - i 1 1 u s -

t r a t o r J a m e s M o n t g a m e r y F l a g g . V i n c e n t u s e d t h e s o m e w h a t 

coy a r t i f i c e of a y o u n g f e m a l e n e w s p a p e r r e p o r t e r a s s i g n e d 

to v i s i t F l a g g for a s t o r y . T h e g i r l a c t e d as a f o i l for 

F l a g g w h o e n t e r t a i n e d her w i t h s t o r i e s f r o m h i s c o l o r f u l 

l i f e and s h o w e d h e r h i s p a i n t i n g s d i s p l a y e d in t h e a p a r t m e n t . 

In b o t h h i s r a d i o w r i t i n g and in f i l m , V i n c e n t e m p l o y e d t h e 



f o i l c o n c e p t as a m e a n s of c r e a t i n g " h u m a n i n t e r e s t " in h i s 

s u b j e c t . ^ F l a g g ' s w o r l d l y r e p a r t e e is e n t e r t a i n i n g d e s p i t e 

t h e i n h e r e n t w e a k n e s s of t h i s c o n t r i v a n c e . By p r e v a i l i n g 

s t a n d a r d s in e a r l y t e l e v i s i o n , W h o s W h o in P e r s o n s h o u l d 

h a v e b e e n a s u c c e s s . 

O n c e a g a i n , f i n a n c i n g w a s a p r o b l e m for V/incent. He 

a t t e m p t e d to i n t e r e s t S c r e e n G e m s , I n c . in t h e s e r i e s and 

g o t a w a r m r e s p o n s e on F e b r u a r y 4 , 1 9 5 3 . J o h n H . M i t c h e l l , 

V i c e - P r e s i d e n t of t h e t e l e v i s i o n d e p a r t m e n t w r o t e : 

P e r s o n a l l y , I b e l i e v e t h a t y o u r u n d e r t a k i n g , 
if d e v e l o p e d a l o n g t h e l i n e s of y o u r f i r s t f i l m 
w o u l d to be a s u b s t a n t i a l f i n a n c i a l s u c c e ^ a n d 
. . . m a k e s f o r an a t t r a c t i v e i n v e s t m e n t . 

Y e t , V i n c e n t c o u l d n o t f i n d " a n a n g e l " to p r o v i d e o p e r a t i n g 

c a p i t a l to p r o d u c e a t w e n t y - s i x w e e k s e r i e s w h i c h w a s s t a n d a r d 

f o r d i s t r i b u t i o n c o n t r a c t s . I r o n i c a l l y , a few y e a r s l a t e r , 

C B S d e v e l o p e d a h i t p r o g r a m c a l l e d P e r s o n to P e r s o n p r o d u c e d 
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by F r e d W . F r i e n d l y and h o s t e d by E d w a r d R . M u r r o w . In 

p r o m o t i n g h i s c o n c e p t , V i n c e n t had s h o w n t h e f i l m to F r i e n d l y . 

V i o l a V i n c e n t t o d a y m a i n t a i n s t h a t F r i e n d l y " s t o l e " h e r 

h u s b a n d ' s i d e a . ^ 5 

A n o t h e r f i l m p r o j e c t of 1 9 5 2 w a s V i n c e n t ' s a d a p t a t i o n 

of h i s m o t h e r ' s s t o r y " T h e F l o w e r of H a p p i n e s s . " T h e p l o t 

c e n t e r s a r o u n d a f a i r y p r i n c e s s w h o a s k s h e r m o t h e r , t h e q u e e n , 

w h y m o d e r n h u m a n s no l o n g e r n e e d t h e s e r v i c e s of w i s h f u l f i l l -

m e n t . T h e q u e e n r e v e a l s to h e r how m a n k i n d h a s m a d e m a n y 

t h i n g s p o s s i b l e t h r o u g h i t s own d e v i c e s : r a d i o , t e l e v i s i o n , 

and f l i g h t . T h e g i r l is d i s p a t c h e d to e a r t h w i t h a m a g i c 



f l o w e r to l e a r n t h i s for h e r s e l f . T h e r e s h e m e e t s an a n g r y 

b o y , a t r a m p in t h e p a r k , and a b u s y y o u n g w o m a n . S h e is 

r e b u f f e d by e a c h and l o s e s her f l o w e r w h i c h t h e a n g r y boy 

l a t e r r e t r i e v e s and now v a l u e s b e c a u s e he h a s f o u n d it h i m s e l f . 

R e t u r n i n g to her m o t h e r in t h e f a i r y k i n g d o m , t h e p r i n c e s s 

h a s now l e a r n e d the r e l a t i v e v a l u e of h a p p i n e s s in t h e m o d e r n 

w o r l d w h e r e " e a c h m u s t f i n d h i s own h a p p i n e s s for h i m s e l f . 

F i l m e d in b l a c k and w h i t e at a c a s t l e n e a r t h e H u d s o n 

R i v e r in M o u n t K i s c o , New Y o r k , " T h e F l o w e r of H a p p i n e s s " 

s t a n d s up w e l l as a c h i l d r e n ' s f i l m . S u p e r b l y n a r r a t e d by 

a c t o r J o h n C a r r a d i n e and c o n t a i n i n g e f f e c t i v e s p e c i a l e f f e c t s , 

t h e f i l m h a s s t r o n g v i s u a l c o n t i n u i t y . V i n c e n t ' s n i e c e , 

J e n n i f e r T a r l a u , p l a y e d t h e p r i n c e s s , J a m e s M o n t g o m e r y F l a g g ' s 

d a u g h t e r , F a i t h - w h o a l s o a p p e a r e d in W h o ' s W h o in P e r s o n , 

47 

p l a y e d the q u e e n . T h e f i l m w a s d i r e c t e d by H e r b e r t D e l m a s . 

V i n c e n t ' s " p r o d u c t i o n g a n g " d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d w a s t y p i c a l 

of the v a r i e d and o f f b e a t c h a r a c t e r s he l i k e d to w o r k w i t h . 

R o b e r t S o s e n k o , an e c c e n t r i c f r e e - l a n c e p h o t o g r a p h e r , s u p e r -

v i s e d the p h o t o g r a p h y for t h e f i l m . T a l e n t e d , b u t n e u r o t i c , 

S o s e n k o o n c e p r e s e n t e d V i n c e n t w i t h a h a l f - s e r i o u s p l a n to 

" k i l l " h i s n a g g i n g w i f e by h a v i n g V i n c e n t r u n h e r d o w n at 
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a p r e - a r r a n g e d c o r n e r in h i s a u t o m o b i l e . A s a n e r , m o r e 

r e l i a b l e f r i e n d w a s J o h n T i e r n e y of t h e m e d i a d e p a r t m e n t of 

S t a n d a r d O i l w h o did t h e p r o d u c t i o n w o r k . W o r k i n g on w e e k e n d s , 

the g r o u p b i c k e r e d o f t e n . O n e h o t a f t e r n o o n in M a m a r o n e c k , 

d i r e c t o r D e l m a s b e c a m e so f r u s t r a t e d d u r i n g a s t o r y c o n f e r e n c e 

t h a t he w a l k e d i n t o V i n c e n t ' s g u e s t r o o m and w e n t to b e d . 



S o s e n k o w a s o f t e n d i s t r a c t e d by p h o n e c a l l s f r o m h i s w i f e 
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w i t h w h o m t h e r e w a s c o n s t a n t w a r f a r e . 

D e s p i t e t h e c h a o s , " T h e F l o w e r of H a p p i n e s s " s u c c e e d s 

as a f i n i s h e d p r o d u c t . In t h i s c a s e , m o n e y did m a k e a d i f -

f e r e n c e . V i n c e n t r e c e i v e d t w o - t h o u s a n d d o l l a r s to c o m p l e t e 

t h e r o u g h c u t f r o m M r . M i l t o n U n d e r d o w n on J u l y 15 , 1 9 5 2 . 

U n d e r d o w n p u t up t h e m o n e y a g a i n s t f i f t y p e r c e n t of the f i l m ' s 

n e t p r o f i t s . It is n o t k n o w n w h e t h e r t h e f i l m m a d e any m o n e y 

b e y o n d e x p e n s e s . 

In O c t o b e r , 1 9 5 2 , V i n c e n t s i g n e d an a g r e e m e n t w i t h 
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S t e r l i n g T e l e v i s i o n , I n c . to d i s t r i b u t e h i s f i l m s . He a l s o 

r e c e i v e d a f a v o r a b l e l e t t e r f r o m C l i p B o u t e l l of G . P . P u t n a m ' s 

S o n s w h i c h p r a i s e d t h e L i n Y u t a n g f i l m . B o u t e l l s u g g e s t e d 

o t h e r f i l m s b a s e d on P u t n a m ' s a u t h o r s i n c l u d i n g S h o l e m A s c h 

a n d f i l m a b o u t t h e D u k e of W i n d s o r b a s e d on H e n r y G . W a l t e r ' s 
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b o o k , A K i n g ' s S t o r y . 

By 1 9 5 3 , h o w e v e r , it w a s e v i d e n t to R o b e r t V i n c e n t t h a t 

he w a s n o t g o i n g to m a k e a g r e a t d e a l of m o n e y in e i t h e r 

t e l e v i s i o n or f i l m s . T h e f i l m p r o j e c t s had b e e n f u n , and 
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V i n c e n t e n j o y e d t h e c r e a t i v e c o m r a d e s h i p of " h i s g a n g . " 

H o w e v e r , it w a s n o t t h e s a m e as w o r k i n g at V - D i s c or the U n i t e d 

N a t i o n s . T h e d r i v e to w o r k t o w a r d a w o r t h y g o a l s t i l l b u r n e d 

in V i n c e n t , b u t t h e r e w e r e no c a l l s to g l o r y in t e l e v i s i o n . 

T e l e v i s i o n w a s f a s t b e c o m i n g a m o n o l i t h i c i n d u s t r y , and 

t h e l a r g e n e t w o r k s w e r e b r i n g i n g up t h e i r own y o u n g e r p r o d u c -

t i o n m e n . T h e i n d e p e n d e n t d i s t r i b u t i n g c o m p a n i e s did not 

f i n a n c e p r o d u c t i o n s , and t h e r e w e r e m a n y i n d e p e n d e n t p r o d u c t i o n 



c o m p a n i e s w i t h t h e r e s o u r c e s to m o u n t s e r i e s on a l a r g e r s c a l e 

t h a n a n y t h i n g t h a t V i n c e n t ' s w e e k e n d o p e r a t i o n c o u l d c o m p e t e 

w i t h . N B C ' s 1 9 5 2 s u c c e s s w i t h V i c t o r y at S e a , an a w a r d w i n n i n g 

W o r l d W a r II d o c u m e n t a r y s e r i e s s i g n a l l e d a t r e n d t o w a r d 
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n e t w o r k g e n e r a t e d d o c u m e n t a r y p r o j e c t s . V i n c e n t w a s an 

o u t s i d e r o n c e a g a i n , b u t t h e g a m e had c h a n g e d . H i s o n e - m a n 

e n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p w a s old f a s h i o n e d . 

M o r e o v e r , M a d i s o n A v e n u e w a s d i s c o v e r i n g new m a r k e t s . 

P o s t w a r A m e r i c a w a s f u t u r e - o r i e n t e d . It w a n t e d to f o r g e t 

t h e p a s t . S u d d e n l y , V i n c e n t w a s an a n a c h r o n i s m . H i s c o l l e c -

t i o n of f i r s t - h a n d a n e c d o t e s and h i s t o r i c a l v o i c e s had l o s t 

t h e i r i m m e d i a c y . In an a g e of H o w d y D o o d y , " U n c l e M i l t i e , " 

and I L o v e L u c y , w h o c a r e d a b o u t t h e v o i c e s of F l o r e n c e 

N i g h t i n g a l e or P . T . B a r n u m ? A u d i e n c e s l a u g h e d at " o l d - t i m e 

m o v i e s " on t e l e v i s i o n . T h e t w e n t i e s w a s r e m e m b e r e d in t h e 

p o p u l a r m i n d for " T h e C h a r l e s t o n " and " b a t h tub g i n . " T h e 

G r e a t D e p r e s s i o n w a s r e p r e s s e d b e c a u s e it s t i l l h u r t too m u c h 

to r e m e m b e r i t . N o s t a l g i a had n o t y e t t r a n s f o r m e d W o r l d W a r 

II i n t o " t h e good w a r . " A f t e r a t w e n t y y e a r c y c l e of d e p r e s -

s i o n , w a r , and r e c o v e r y A m e r i c a w a n t e d p r o s p e r i t y , e s c a p i s m , 

and n o v e l t y . R o b e r t V i n c e n t ' s t h o u g h t f u l and r e t r o s p e c t i v e 

o u t l o o k did not s e r v e him w e l l in t h e t e l e v i s i o n a g e . B e s i d e s , 

he a g r e e d w i t h h i s f r i e n d F r e d A l l e n t h a t t e l e v i s i o n had r o b b e d 
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t h e c o m m o n m a n of h i s i m a g i n a t i o n . 

As if to c o n f i r m h i s s t a t u s as an a n a c h r o n i s m , V i n c e n t 

w a s i n d u c t e d i n t o t h e E d i s o n P i o n e e r s , a s o c i e t y of t h o s e 
57 

w h o had w o r k e d for t h e g r e a t i n v e n t o r b e f o r e 1 9 3 0 . V i n c e n t 



s t i l l a d d e d to h i s v a s t v o i c e c o l l e c t i o n w i t h t h e d i s t a n t 

h o p e t h a t a p e r m a n e n t h o m e c o u l d be f o u n d f o r it at a u n i v e r -

s i t y or m u s e u m . He i n v i t e d s o n g w r i t e r L . W o l f e G i l b e r t , 

c o m p o s e r of " W a i t i n g for t h e R o b e r t E . L e e , " to h i s s t u d i o 

to s p i n y a r n s . " * ' H e c o n t r i b u t e d v o i c e a c t u a l i t i e s to a f i l m 

on t h e l i f e of T h o m a s E d i s o n . H o w e v e r , New Y o r k w a s c l o s i n g 

in on R o b e r t V i n c e n t . S o , r e f u s i n g to l i v e in t h e p a s t , he 

l e f t t h e c i t y of h i s d r e a m s and m o v e d to L o s A n g e l e s , C a l i -

f o r n i a In t h e s u m m e r of 1 9 5 3 . 

S o u t h e r n C a l i f o r n i a w a s b o o m i n g d u r i n g the 19 5 G ' s . 

V i n c e n t ' s s o n , K e n n e t h , had e x p r e s s e d i n t e r e s t in s e t t l i n g 

t h e r e a f t e r h i s d i s c h a r g e f r o m N a v y s e r v i c e . W i t h p r o s p e c t s 

d w i n d l i n g in New Y o r k and in view of t h e h i g h c o s t of m a i n -

t a i n i n g t h e i r M a m a r o n e c k h o m e the V i n c e n t s d e c i d e d to s e l l 

t h e i r h o u s e at 4 Q 1 C a r r o l l A v e n u e . N o v e l i s t B u d d S c h u l b e r g 
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p u r c h a s e d the p r o p e r t y . V i n c e n t had it in m i n d to go i n t o 

r e a l e s t a t e in C a l i f o r n i a w i t h h i s son w h o had a p l a n to b u i l d 

h o u s e s in t h e L o s A n g e l e s s u b u r b s . H o w e v e r , as a h e d g e a g a i n s t 

t h e p l a n , V i n c e n t j o i n e d t h e A D T F C - the A s s o c i a t i o n of D o c u -
6 0 

m e n t a r y and T e l e v i s i o n C a m e r a m e n . " If r e a l e s t a t e f a i l e d , 

he c o u l d a l w a y s do s o u n d w o r k in H o l l y w o o d s t u d i o s . 

In r e t r o s p e c t , t h e C a l i f o r n i a y e a r s r e p r e s e n t an e x i l e 

for V i n c e n t f r o m the w o r l d t h a t he had c r e a t e d f o r h i m s e l f 

in New Y o r k . H i s f i l e s r e v e a l v e r y l i t t l e a b o u t h i s a c t i v i t i e s 

f r o m 1 9 5 3 to 1 9 6 2 w h e n he w a s a s k e d to b r i n g h i s v o i c e c o l l e c -

t i o n to M i c h i g a n S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y in E a s t L a n s i n g , M i c h i g a n . 

V i o l a V i n c e n t b e l i e v e d t h a t h e r h u s b a n d w a s d i s c o n t e n t e d t h a t 



h i s f i l m v e n t u r e s had not b e e n m o r e s u c c e s s f u l . He no l o n g e r 

had V o c a r i u m S t u d i o s w i t h i t s f a m i l i a r R a d i o C i t y h o m e b a s e . 

No u n i v e r s i t y or i n s t i t u t i o n had e x p r e s s e d i n t e r e s t in t a k i n g 

on h i s c o l l e c t i o n . Y e t , R o b e r t V i n c e n t had n o t g o n e to C a l i -

f o r n i a at t h e age of f i f t y - f i v e to r e t i r e . He may h a v e tem-

p o r a r i l y l o s t the m o m e n t u m of h i s t w e n t y - f i v e y e a r r e c o r d i n g 

c a r e e r , b u t it w a s a new a d v e n t u r e w h i c h r e - a w a k e n e d h i s sur-

v i v a l s k i l l s . T h e C a l i f o r n i a b u i l d i n g b o o m b r o u g h t o u t t h e 

e n t r e p r e n e u r in V i n c e n t . 

T h e V i n c e n t s s e t t l e d in B e v e r l y H i l l s and V i n c e n t w e n t 

to w o r k in p a r t n e r s h i p w i t h h i s son and a n o t h e r p a r t n e r . 

UJhen t h e i r b u i l d i n g b u s i n e s s b r o k e up in 1 9 5 4 , V i n c e n t l o a d e d 

a l l h i s s o u n d e q u i p m e n t i n t o a p i c k u p t r u c k and d r o v e b a c k 

to New Y o r k w h e r e he s p e n t s e v e r a l w e e k s r e n e w i n g old c o n t a c t s . 

S t a y i n g at h i s old h a u n t , t h e B r o o k l y n Y . M . C . A . , V i n c e n t f a i l e d 

to c o m e up w i t h a n y f i r m p r o s p e c t s and d r o v e b a c k to C a l i f o r -
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n i a . A l e t t e r f r o m L . W o l f e G i l b e r t on J u n e 1 6 , 1 9 5 4 i n d i -

c a t e s t h a t V i n c e n t w a s r e s i d i n g in t h e c i t y at t h a t t i m e and 
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had b o r r o w e d s o m e r e c o r d s f r o m G i l b e r t ' s c o l l e c t i o n to c o p y . 

B a c k in C a l i f o r n i a , V i n c e n t f o r m e d a p a r t n e r s h i p w i t h 

M i l e s I n d e m i l l , a b u i l d e r . F o r t h e n e x t t w o y e a r s , t h e y b u i l t 

s e v e r a l s i n g l e f a m i l y d w e l l i n g s in P a c i f i c P a l i s a d e s , S a n t a 

M o n i c a , and B e v e r l y H i l l s . V i n c e n t t o o k r e a l e s t a t e e x t e n s i o n 

c o u r s e s at U . C . L . A . and u s e d h i s old h u s t l i n g i n s t i n c t s to 

a d v a n t a g e . In 1 9 5 5 , t h e V i n c e n t s m o v e d to S a n t a M o n i c a . 

T h r e e y e a r s l a t e r t h e y p u r c h a s e d a lot at 1 2 4 2 6 I d a h o A v e n u e 

in S a n t a M o n i c a . V i n c e n t h a d o b t a i n e d a h o u s e in B e v e r l y 



H i l l s at a b a r g a i n and m o v e d it o n t o the I d a h o S t r e e t l o t . 

T h e V i n c e n t s r e f u r b i s h e d t h e t r a n s p l a n t e d S p a n i s h b u n g a l o w 

and l i v e d t h e r e u n t i l t h e i r p e r m a n e n t m o v e to E a s t L a n s i n g , 

M i c h i g a n in 1 9 6 4 . 

If R o b e r t V i n c e n t w a s u n h a p p y w i t h l i f e in C a l i f o r n i a , 

it is not e v i d e n t in his a c t i v i t i e s . E s s e n t i a l l y a c h e e r f u l 

m a n , V i n c e n t w a s n o t g i v e n to s e l f - a n a l y s i s . L i k e m o s t m e n 

of h i s g e n e r a t i o n , he s o l v e d h i s p r o b l e m s t h r o u g h h a r d w o r k , 

and R o b e r t V i n c e n t w a s n o t h i n g , if n o t i n d u s t r i o u s . D u r i n g 

1 9 5 8 and 1 9 5 9 , V i n c e n t w a s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h H a y d e n , S t o n e , 
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I n c . s e l l i n g s t o c k s and b o n d s . A l s o at t h a t t i m e , he w a s 

h e l p i n g his son s e t up a c u s t o m c a b i n e t r y m a n u f a c t u r i n g b u s i -

n e s s . T h e y c a l l e d t h e c o m p a n y G u i l d M a s t e r , and p u r c h a s e d 

p r o p e r t y in figura, C a l i f o r n i a for a f a c t o r y s i t e . V i n c e n t 

t h r e w h i m s e l f i n t o t h e p r o j e c t , o b t a i n i n g t h e n e c e s s a r y clear-

a n c e s and s e t t i n g up t h e c o n t r a c t s for c o n s t r u c t i o n of t h e 

p l a n t . He s u p e r v i s e d e v e r y s t e p of t h e p r o j e c t and k e p t a 

m e t i c u l o u s p h o t o g r a p h i c r e c o r d of e a c h p h a s e of t h e b u i l d -
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i n g . 

Y e t , G u i l d M a s t e r w a s not s o m e t h i n g V i n c e n t b u i l t for 

h i m s e l f . It w a s an i n v e s t m e n t in h i s s o n ' s f u t u r e . K e n n e t h 

had m a r r i e d in 1 9 5 8 and V i n c e n t ' s f i r s t g r a n d s o n , S c o t t , w a s 
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b o r n in I 9 6 0 . By I 9 6 0 , V i n c e n t w a s b a c k in t h e p r o d u c t i o n 

b u s i n e s s . On F r i d a y , N o v e m b e r 4 , t h e E v e n i n g O u t l o o k ran 

a f u l l p a g e p i c t u r e s t o r y a b o u t d o c u m e n t a r i e s b e i n g " e d i t e d 
6 8 

in a w e s t s i d e g a r a g e . " T h e s t o r y and t h e p h o t o l a y o u t 

w e r e v i n t a g e V i n c e n t c o m p l e t e w i t h a l o w - a n g l e s h o t of the 



n o w - b a l d i n g " w i z a r d " c o m f o r t a b l y a t t i r e d in a s w e a t e r g a z i n g 

p u r p o s e f u l l y o v e r the s p o o l s of r e c o r d i n g t a p e a n d c a m e r a 

e q u i p m e n t . A s s i s t i n g V i n c e n t on t h e new p r o j e c t w e r e Ed 

M a r t i n , a c a m e r a m a n , and R o b e r t B u r r o u g h s , a t w e n t y - f o u r y e a r 

old a s s i s t a n t . V i n c e n t had d o n e t h e s o u n d w o r k on M a r t i n ' s 

1 9 5 7 d o c u m e n t a r y T h e T r u e S t o r y of t h e C i v i l W a r w h i c h had 
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w o n an A c a d e m y A w a r d in i t s c l a s s t h a t y e a r . 

B r e n t w o o d P r o d u c t i o n s , as V i n c e n t d u b b e d h i s l a t e s t 

p r o j e c t , r a t e d a m e n t i o n in J a c k H e l l m a n ' s V a r i e t y c o l u m n 

of N o v e m b e r 1 0 , I 9 6 0 . H e l l m a n p r o b a b l y had p i c k e d up t h e 

i t e m f r o m the E v e n i n g O u t l o o k s t o r y . He w r o t e : 

B O T T O M S UP . . . A D O C U M E N T A R Y S E R I E S W I T H V O I C E S 
o u t of the p a s t r e p r o d u c e d by r e c o r d i n g s f r o m 
c y l i n d e r s , is b e i n g p r e p a r e d by G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t ' s 
B r e n t w o o d P r o d u c t i o n s . He w o r k e d in the E d i s o n 
l a b o r a t o r i e s and h a s a c o m p l e t e l i b r a r y of f a m o u s 
v o i c e s d a t i n g b a c k to 1 8 8 8 . S t i l l s of t h e w o r l d 
f a m o u s f i g u r e s w i l l be a n i m a t e d by an i n v e n t i o n 
of V i n c e n t ' s f o r the s e r i e s to be c a l l e d " P a n o r a m a 
of Y e s t e r d a y " i n t e n d e d for t ^ a n d d i s t r i b u t i o n to 
s c h o o l s and c o l l e g e s . . . . 

It w a s a c t u a l l y M a r t i n w h o had " i n v e n t e d " t h e a n i m a t i o n 

p r o c e s s , b u t t h e new p u b l i c i t y m e r e l y a d d e d l u s t r e to the 

now l e g e n d a r y p e r s o n a t h a t V i n c e n t had c r e a t e d for h i m s e l f . 

As e a r l y as 1 9 5 6 , V i n c e n t had p u b l i c l y e x p r e s s e d i n t e r e s t 

in p r o d u c i n g a s e r i e s of e d u c a t i o n a l f i l m s u t i l i z i n g t h e 

r e s o u r c e s of h i s c o l l e c t i o n . In the E v e n i n g O u t l o o k on 

W e d n e s d a y , S e p t e m b e r 4 , 1 9 5 6 a p i c t u r e s t o r y a b o u t V i n c e n t ' s 

c o l l e c t i o n c i t e d h i s i n t e r e s t in " p r e s e r v i n g t h i s t r e a s u r e 
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for p o s t e r i t y . " V i n c e n t s a i d : 



I d o n ' t w a n t to s e l l it (the c o l l e c t i o n ) . 
I w a n t to c a r r y out E d i s o n ' s d r e a m . I w a n t to pro-
d u c e p i c t u r e s w i t h a u t h e n t i c v o i c e s and a u t h e n t i c 
v i s u a l m a t e r i a l . T h e s e c o u l d be u s e d in t h e s c h o o l s 
and b e c o m e p a r t of our e d u c a t i o n a l s y s t e m , p r e s e r v i n g 
t h i s t r e a s u r e for p o s t e r i t y . 

C l e a r l y , t h i s w a s n o t a new i d e a . B r e n t w o o d P r o d u c t i o n s ' 

" P a n o r a m a of Y e s t e r d a y " w a s a r e c y c l i n g of " V o i c e s of Y e s t e r -

d a y " w i t h p i c t u r e s . H i s w o r k w i t h M a r t i n on T h e T r u e S t o r y 

of t h e C i v i l W a r had o b v i o u s l y f i r e d h i s d o r m a n t p l a n s . A 

t r a n s c r i b e d t e l e p h o n e c o n v e r s a t i o n b e t w e e n V i n c e n t and an 

u n n a m e d a d v e r t i s i n g e x e c u t i v e r e c o r d e d a r o u n d 1 9 4 0 (and s t i l l 

in V i n c e n t ' s c o l l e c t i o n ) r e v e a l s a p l a n t h a t V i n c e n t had at 

t h a t t i m e for p r o d u c i n g and d i s t r i b u t i n g h i s t o r i c a l v o i c e 

7 3 

r e c o r d i n g s to p u b l i c s c h o o l s . T h e a d v e r t i s i n g m a n , t h o u g h 

i m p r e s s e d w i t h V i n c e n t ' s p r o d u c t e x p r e s s e d t h e o p i n i o n t h a t 

" t h e i d e a is n o t m a r k e t a b l e b e c a u s e k i d s t o d a y w o u l d be b o r e d 

w i t h t h e v o i c e s , no m a t t e r how f a m o u s t h e y a r e . " ^ Now in 

I 9 6 0 , w i t h p i c t u r e s , V i n c e n t w a s c o n v i n c e d t h a t he had a 

w i n n e r . To V i n c e n t , t w e n t y y e a r s w a s n o t h i n g , if y o u had 

a g o o d i d e a . 

P a n o r a m a of Y e s t e r d a y w a s a c t u a l l y a g o o d i d e a on p a p e r 

o n l y . B r e n t w o o d P r o d u c t i o n s ' h e a d q u a r t e r s c o n s i s t e d of 

V i n c e n t ' s g a r a g e on I d a h o A v e n u e in S a n t a M o n i c a . A g a i n , 

V i n c e n t w a s o p e r a t i n g on a s h o e s t r i n g , p o o l i n g h i s " g a n g ' s " 

r e s o u r c e s to p r o d u c e y e t a n o t h e r p i l o t . T h e f l u r r y of pub-

l i c i t y had b e e n c a l c u l a t e d to i n t e r e s t f i n a n c i a l b a c k e r s for 

t h e p r o j e c t w h i c h n o m i n a l l y had s c h e d u l e d f i l m s on o t h e r f a m o u s 

p e r s o n a l i t i e s in V i n c e n t ' s c o l l e c t i o n s u c h as A d m i r a l R o b e r t 



E . P e a r y , tiJ. C . H a n d y , and Sir A r t h u r C o n a n D o y l e . T h e 

p i l o t f i l m w a s e n t i t l e d "UJe S t a n d at A r m a g e d d o n " and w a s b a s e d 

on t h e l i f e of T h e o d o r e R o o s e v e l t . In r e s u r r e c t i n g h i s c a r e e r 

as a p r o d u c e r , V i n c e n t w a s d e l v i n g i n t o t h e p a s t to r e - l i v e 

h i s e a r l i e s t s u c c e s s . As in the a n c i e n t b i o g r a p h i c t r a d i -

t i o n w h e r e i n , t h e s u b j e c t m a r k s a l i f e ' s c o u r s e by h i s f i r s t 

p u b l i c s u c c e s s , V i n c e n t u s e d h i s a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h T h e o d o r e 

R o o s e v e l t as a t o u c h s t o n e . H i s R o o s e v e l t c y l i n d e r w a s l i k e 

an a m u l e t or c h a r m t h a t he c a r r i e d w i t h h i m t h r o u g h o u t h i s 

l i f e . T . R . had h e l p e d b r i n g V i n c e n t o u t of the d a r k n e s s 

of a d o l e s c e n c e i n t o a w o r l d of l i g h t . A l m o s t f i f t y - y e a r s 

l a t e r , at the a g e of s i x t y - t w o R o b e r t V i n c e n t w a s l o o k i n g 

a g a i n f o r t h e l i g h t as he t h r e w h i m s e l f i n t o w o r k on t h e 

d o c u m e n t a r y a b o u t h i s old h e r o . 

V i n c e n t had m a d e a l e n g t h y t r i p to New Y o r k C i t y d u r i n g 

t h e s u m m e r of 1960 to p r o c u r e p h o t o g r a p h s for t h e R o o s e v e l t 

f i l m and to m a k e c o n t a c t s t h a t m i g h t p r o v e u s e f u l in p r o d u c i n g 

t h e p r o j e c t . F r o m J u n e 2 0 t h to J u l y 1 5 t h , V i n c e n t f r a n t i c a l l y 
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w o r k e d a g a i n s t a s e l f - i m p o s e d d e a d l i n e . A g a i n , l a c k of 

f u n d s w a s a p r o b l e m . V i n c e n t ' s d a i l y t y p e w r i t t e n j o u r n a l 

of t h e t r i p p r o v i d e s a c o g e n t p i c t u r e of b o t h t h e e x c i t e m e n t 

and t h e a n x i e t y of h i s r e t u r n to the c i t y . O n c e a g a i n , R o b e r t 

V i n c e n t w a s " c r a s h i n g - i n , " l i v i n g o u t of a s u i t c a s e , and im-

p r o v i s i n g h i s w a y t h r o u g h a new p r o j e c t . 

T h e f o u r t e e n p a g e , s i n g l e s p a c e d t y p e w r i t t e n " l o g " w h i c h 

V i n c e n t k e p t is f i l l e d w i t h t h e f l a v o r of New Y o r k C i t y in 

t h e s u m m e r of 1 9 6 0 . It w a s as t h o u g h V i n c e n t w e r e 



r e d i s c o v e r i n g t h e c i t y . E a c h e n t r y is n o t o n l y a r e c o r d 

of h i s a t t e m p t s to o b t a i n p h o t o g r a p h s for t h e f i l m , b u t it 

is a l s o d o t t e d w i t h p i t h y a s i d e s a b o u t p e o p l e and p l a c e s 

V i n c e n t e n c o u n t e r e d . T h e f i r s t n i g h t in t h e c i t y , he w a t c h e d 
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" t h e P a t t e r s o n - J o h a n s s o n f i g h t at a s a l o o n on 8 t h A v e n u e . " 

A l u n c h e o n r e u n i o n w i t h T o n y J a n a k of C o l u m b i a R e c o r d s re-

v e a l e d t h a t L i n d y ' s had " d e t e r i o r a t e d . " J a n a k , " w i e r d and 

g e n e r o u s as e v e r , " a r r a n g e d for an a f t e r - h o u r s s e s s i o n at 
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C o l u m b i a ' s s t u d i o s to " f i l t e r and d u b t h e ( s o u n d t r a c k ) t a p e " 

at t h e i r l e i s u r e . l/incent c o n t r a c t e d R o b e r t S o s e n k o to h e l p 

h i m p h o t o g r a p h R o o s e v e l t p i c t u r e s in v a r i o u s a r c h i v e s in 

t h e c i t y . S o s e n k o , s t i l l at w a r w i t h h i s w i f e , r u i n e d s e v e r a l 

r o l l s of f i l m at t h e M u s e u m of t h e C i t y of New Y o r k . V i n c e n t 
n o t e d l a t e r : 

S o s e n k o is a h e e l a n d a w o r m w h o o b t a i n s l o u s y 
r e s u l t s m a i n l y b e c a u s e he is n e g l i g e n t , n e r v o u s , 
f o r g e t f u l and s l o p p y . H o w e v e r , t h e r e is s o m e t h i n g 
t h a t he m u s t p o s s e s s in o r d e r to s u r v i v e in h i s 
t r a d e . I t h i n k h i s i d e a s on p i c t u r e c r e a t i o n and 
e d i t i n g a r e g o o d , ^gd he is a b l e to l a u g h at h i s 
m a n y d e f i c i e n c i e s . 

T h e two m o s t i m p o r t a n t t a l e n t s in V i n c e n t ' s p h i l o s o p h y of 

l i f e w e r e c o m p e t e n c y and a s e n s e of h u m o r . 

W o r k i n g a g a i n s t t i m e and d w i n d l i n g r e s o u r c e s , V i n c e n t 

s w i t c h e d f r o m a r o o m at t h e Y a l e C l u b to a c h e a p e r r o o m at 

H o t e l A m e r i c a w i t h its " c o n v e n i e n t b u t b a w d y and n o i s y l o c a -
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t i o n . " C o m p l e t i n g h i s s h o t l i s t for t h e f i l m and g r a d u a l l y 

o b t a i n i n g t h e n e c e s s a r y p h o t o g r a p h s f r o m t h e M o r g a n M u s e u m , 

t h e M u s e u m of M o d e r n A r t , and o t h e r i n s t i t u t i o n s , V i n c e n t 



v i s i t e d b o t h t h e NRC and t h e C B S d o c u m e n t a r y p r o d u c t i o n u n i t s . 

In a l e t t e r to B o b B u r r o u g h s in L o s A n g e l e s on J u n e 2 6 , 

V i n c e n t r e v e a l e d t h e r e s u l t s of t h e s e " i n t e l l i g e n c e g a t h e r i n g " 

f o r a y s : 

I c a l l e d on N B C ' s " P r o j e c t 20" and saw an 
old f r i e n d . D a n J o n e s , g u i d i n g g e n i u s of t h e i r 
f i l m s . . . T h a t o u t f i t did a show on M r . L i n c o l n 
w h i c h s e e m e d to be a s t e a l f r o m " T h e T r u e S t o r y 
(of t h e C i v i l W a r ) " a n d t h e C a m e r a E y e b o y s a r e 
s u i n g NBC at t h i s t i m e . . . w h i c h m a d e my p o s i t i o n 
a l i t t l e a w k w a r d . T h e r e a l c r o o k s a r e C B S ' s " 2 0 t h 
C e n t u r y " . . . . T h e y h a v e a t e r r i f i c s t a f f and 
no l a c k of f u n d s but s t i l l had to s w i p e gtjie r e c o r d 
of TR t h a t I m a d e m y s e l f . . . as a k i d . 

A l e t t e r w r i t t e n to h i s w i f e on J u n e 25 f u r t h e r t o l d 

how V i n c e n t h a n d l e d t h e d i s c o v e r y t h a t C B S had v i o l a t e d h i s 

1 9 3 7 c o p y r i g h t of h i s r e c o r d i n g : 

. . . I a u d i t i o n e d t h e f i l m in t h e i r s c r e e n i n g 
r o o m , w h e r e t h e y had a c o p y of " H a r k t h e Y e a r s " 
l a y i n g on t h e t a b l e . B o b A z m a n s a i d t h e y u s e d 
it for r e f e r e n c e s p u r p o s e s o n l y . . . . I did 
n o t t h i n k it w i s e to s e e m too i n d i g n a n t on t h e 
s p o t , b u t I i n s i s t e d t h a t t h e y l o a n me a p r i n t 
of t h e f i l m , w h i c h t h e y r e l u c t a n t l y did . . . T h e y 
did a n i c e j o b . I do not l i k e to s u e . . . b u t 
I f e e l t h a t we h a v e t h e r i g h t to u s e g | n y p i c t u r e 
s e q u e n c e t h a t m i g h t be u s e f u l to u s . 

V i n c e n t a d m i t t e d f e e l i n g " r a t h e r d e p r e s s e d a b o u t it" b u t 

t h o u g h t t h a t " w e can h a v e a m u c h d i f f e r e n t and m o r e i n c l u s i v e 

s h o w . 

In a d d i t i o n to w o r k on t h e R o o s e v e l t f i l m , V i n c e n t s c h e -

d u l e d d i n n e r e n g a g e m e n t s w i t h h i s f a m i l y and o t h e r f r i e n d s 

i n c l u d i n g J o h n W a r d , a w r i t e r , w h o m he t o o k to d i n n e r "at 

M a r i o ' s . . . in h o p e s t h a t it m a y s p u r him on to do t h a t 



L o u t r e t r e a t m e n t . " V i n c e n t s t i l l had h o p e s f o r a d a p t i n g 

h i s m o t h e r ' s s t o r y . 

•n J u l y 1 2 , V i n c e n t t o o k t h e t r a i n to C a m b r i d g e , 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s to c o m p l e t e h i s p h o t o g r a p h i c r e s e a r c h at H a r v a r d 

C o l l e g e L i b r a r y . C o n s c i o u s of e x p e n s e s , V i n c e n t u s e d t h e 

i n v e n t i v e r u s e of p u t t i n g on his old A r m y u n i f o r m and o b t a i n -

i n g a c h e a p " f u r l o u g h t i c k e t . " He had b r o u g h t t h e u n i f o r m 

a l o n g o r i g i n a l l y in h o p e s of g e t t i n g a " N a v y p l a n e o u t of 

L o s A l a m e d a s Air B a s e " e a s t w a r d f r o m t h e W e s t C o a s t b u t c o u l d 
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n o t m a k e c o n n e c t i o n s . A f t e r m e e t i n g w i t h M r . H a y n e s , "a 

c o l d , s t u f f y , b u r e a u c r a t i c t y p e , " at t h e H a r v a r d L i b r a r y , 

V i n c e n t w e n t b a c k to t h e h o t e l " c h a n g e d f r o m u n i f o r m to c o o l e r 
8 6 

c i v v i e s " a n d r e t u r n e d to t h e l i b r a r y to c o m p l e t e h i s w o r k . 

V i n c e n t ' s d i a r y e n d e d on J u l y 15 as he c o m p l e t e d " t y p i n g 

t h e H a r v a r d p i c t u r e l i s t and w a t c h e d the D e m o c r a t i c c o n v e n t i o n 

w i n d u p . " V i n c e n t n o t e d t h a t " K e n n e d y s e e m s a r r o g a n t and 

s o m e w h a t c o a r s e ; J o h n s o n l o o k s s i c k and d e j e c t e d . S e r v e s 

t h e p u b l i c r i g h t for h a v i n g t u r n e d d o w n A d l a i S t e v e n s o n t w i c e 
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- a f a r m o r e b r i l l i a n t m a n t h a n a l l . " 

U n l i k e h i s f o r m a l m e m o i r s , w h i c h w e r e w r i t t e n w i t h an 

e y e to p o s t e r i t y , V i n c e n t ' s New Y o r k d i a r y is m o r e c a n d i d 

and s p o n t a n e o u s . W r i t t e n in t h e h e a t of t h e m o m e n t in h o t e l 

r o o m s l a t e at n i g h t , t h e s e e n t r i e s r e v e a l m o r e of t h e t r u e 

V i n c e n t t h a n a n y t h i n g s h o r t of a c o n v e r s a t i o n w i t h t h e m a n . 

T h e e n e r g y and p u r p o s e f u l n e s s , as a l w a y s , a r e e v i d e n t . H o w -

e v e r , in t h e d i a r y we s e e t h e s m a l l c o n t r a d i c t i o n s t o o . 

T h e m a n w h o is s h o c k e d by c o r p o r a t e p l a g i a r i s m at C B S 



is a l s o t h e s a m e man w h o c o u l d p o s e as an a c t i v e - d u t y A r m y 

o f f i c e r to s a v e a few d o l l a r s on t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . V i n c e n t 

c o u l d " o p e r a t e " w i t h i m p u n i t y , yet in h i s own e t h i c a l m a n n e r 

it w a s a l w a y s for a " h i g h e r " p u r p o s e . L i k e a l a t t e r - d a y 

Jay G a t s b y , R o b e r t V i n c e n t c o n s i d e r e d m i n o r e x p e d i e n c i e s 

as m e a n s to t h e end of h i s p a r t i c u l a r q u e s t . In I 9 6 0 , t h e 

T h e o d o r e R o o s e v e l t f i l m r e p r e s e n t e d V i n c e n t ' s f i r s t m a j o r 

c r e a t i v e p r o j e c t in a l m o s t s e v e n y e a r s . ̂  As a r e s u l t , t h e 

boy in h i m w a s r e b o r n and s o , t o o , w e r e h i s old d r e a m s of 

e s t a b l i s h i n g a N a t i o n a l V o i c e L i b r a r y . 



C H A P T E R IX 

C U R A T O R OF THE N A T I O N A L I/O ICE 
L I B R A R Y AND R E T I R E M E N T 

1 9 6 2 - 1 9 8 5 

T h e f o u n d a t i o n of a n a t i o n a l v o i c e a r c h i v e had b e e n 

R o b e r t V i n c e n t ' s a b i d i n g d r e a m s i n c e the 1 9 3 0 ' s . In 1 9 4 2 , 

w h e n he t h o u g h t t h a t Y a l e w o u l d be the p e r m a n e n t h o m e of 

his c o l l e c t i o n , he w r o t e an a r t i c l e for T h e Y a l e U n i v e r s i t y 

L i b r a r y G a z e t t e . In it he s t a t e d t h a t " i t s e e m e d not e n o u g h 

for me to u n e a r t h and r e s t o r e w h a t w a s l e f t of t h e p a s t , 

it w a s e q u a l l y e s s e n t i a l to p r e s e r v e the p r e s e n t and t h u s 

c r e a t e a t r e a s u r e h o u s e of l i v i n g v o i c e s as a p r i c e l e s s h e r i -

t a g e for our c h i l d r e n a n d our c h i l d r e n ' s children."" 1' 

S t i r r e d , p e r h a p s , by t h e p r e v a i l i n g w a r t i m e i d e a l i s m 

"in t h i s w a r a g a i n s t o b l i v i o n , " V i n c e n t i n d u l g e d in a s i n c e r e 

" b i t of p r o p h e c y . " He p r e d i c t e d t h a t : 

T h e c i t i z e n of t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s l i v i n g in 
the y e a r 2 0 4 2 w i l l l o o k b a c k u p o n our u n e n l i g h t e n e d 
t i m e s and m a r v e l w h a t p r o g r e s s h a s b e e n m a d e and 
how h u m a n i t y h a s g o n e f o r w a r d on the p a t h l e a d i n g 
to a b e t t e r l i f e . B u t he w i l l a l s o r e c o g n i z e t h a t 
in t h e d a r k t i m e s of 1 9 4 2 the s e e d s of t h e t r i u m -
p h a n t a c h i e v e m e n t of h i s era had b e e n s o w n . And 
o f t e n he w i l l m a k e a p i l g r i m a g e to Y a l e a n d l i s t e n 
to t h e t h i n k e r s , the s c i e n t i s t s , the a r t i s t s of 
our time.*" 

W h e n , by 1 9 5 0 , it w a s e v i d e n t t h a t Y a l e w o u l d not f o l l o w 

t h r o u g h on its p l a n s for t h e v o i c e l i b r a r y , V i n c e n t t u r n e d 



to o t h e r p r o j e c t s . Y e t , he n e v e r l o s t f a i t h t h a t one day 

h i s c o l l e c t i o n w o u l d f i n d i n s t i t u t i o n a l s p o n s o r s h i p . By 

e a r l y 1 9 5 2 , R o b e r t V i n c e n t ' s u n i q u e v o i c e l i b r a r y had f i n a l l y 

f o u n d a p e r m a n e n t h o m e at M i c h i g a n S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y in E a s t 

L a n s i n g , M i c h i g a n . 

F o u n d e d in 1 8 5 5 , M i c h i g a n S t a t e w a s o n e of A m e r i c a ' s 

o l d e s t l a n d - g r a n t u n i v e r s i t i e s . By I 9 6 0 , t h e u n i v e r s i t y 

w a s r a p i d l y e x p a n d i n g u n d e r t h e a g g r e s s i v e l e a d e r s h i p of 

its P r e s i d e n t , D r . J o h n H a n n a h . T h e h e a d of the M i c h i g a n 

S t a t e l i b r a r y w a s D r . R i c h a r d C h a p i n , a y o u n g w a r v e t e r a n 

w i t h a d o c t o r a t e in c o m m u n i c a t i o n s f r o m t h e U n i v e r s i t y of 

I l l i n o i s . C h a p i n w a s a f u t u r i s t w h o r e c o g n i z e d t h a t l i b r a r i e s 

w o u l d h a v e to e x p a n d b e y o n d p r i n t m e d i a to s e r v i c e s t u d e n t s 

of t h e p o s t - e l e c t r o n i c a g e . In a l e t t e r to V i n c e n t w r i t t e n 

on D e c e m b e r 5 , 1 9 6 1 , C h a p i n s t a t e d M i c h i g a n S t a t e ' s d e s i r e 

" t o e x e r t l e a d e r s h i p in t h e f i e l d of l e a r n i n g r e s o u r c e s . " ^ 

He w r o t e : 

Uie f e e l , f r o m the P r e s i d e n t d o w n , t h a t we m u s t 
m a r s h a l l a l l m e d i a in s o l v i n g t h e p r o b l e m s f a c i n g 
h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n . UJe r e a l i z e t h a t p r i n t and f i l m 
a r e o n l y two of the m e d i a a v a i l a b l e f o r t e a c h i n g 
and r e s e a r c h . Y o u r v o i c e c o l l e c t i o n , as you w e l l 
k n o w , c o u l d be u s e f u l in e n r i c h i n g t h e a c a d e m i c 
p r o g r a m s of t h i s and o t h e r u n i v e r s i t i e s . 

C h a p i n c a l l e d V i n c e n t ' s c o l l e c t i o n "a c u l t u r a l and e d u c a t i o n a l 

a s s e t to t h e e n t i r e c o u n t r y " and e x t e n d e d an i n v i t a t i o n for 

V i n c e n t to v i s i t the E a s t L a n s i n g c a m p u s "to m e e t w i t h t h e 

5 
f a c u l t y i n t e r e s t e d in a v o i c e l i b r a r y . " 



W h i l e C h a p i n w a s t h e o f f i c i a l w h o i n i t i a t e d n e g o t i a t i o n s 

w i t h V i n c e n t , t h e i n i t i a l c o n t a c t w i t h V i n c e n t h a d b e e n m a d e 

by H e r b e r t B e r g m a n , a p r o f e s s o r in the D e p a r t m e n t of A m e r i c a n 

T h o u g h t a n d L a n g u a g e at M i c h i g a n S t a t e . B e r g m a n had l e a r n e d 

of V i n c e n t ' s c o l l e c t i o n w h i l e " e n d e a v o r i n g to l o c a t e r e c o r d -

i n g s by T h e o d o r e R o o s e v e l t , A n d r e w C a r n e g i e , and W i l l i a m 

c 

J e n n i n g s B r y a n . " In a l e t t e r to V i n c e n t on D c t o b e r 1 6 , 

1 9 6 1 , B e r g m a n i n d i c a t e d t h a t he h a d s p o k e n " t o c o l l e a g u e s 

in o t h e r d e p a r t m e n t s " w h o " s h a r e d ( h i s ) e x c i t e m e n t at t h e 

e d u c a t i o n a l , c u l t u r a l , and r e s e a r c h u s e s of t h e V i n c e n t 
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V o c a r i u m . " He a l s o w r o t e t h a t " m e m b e r s of t h e A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 

a l s o w e r e e n t h u s i a s t i c , p a r t i c u l a r l y in v i e w of t h e L e a r n i n g 

R e s o u r c e s C e n t e r w h i c h " w a s b e i n g e s t a b l i s h e d at M i c h i g a n 

S t a t e . B e r g m a n ' s l e t t e r w a s n o t a b o n a f i d e o f f e r , b u t it 

did " e x p l o r e t h e p o s s i b i l i t y of h o u s i n g t h e c o l l e c t i o n 

. . . w i t h a p p r o p r i a t e f a c i l i t i e s for its p r e s e r v a t i o n , c a t a -
g 

l o g u i n g , a n d u s e . . . ." 

V i n c e n t took " n e a r l y a m o n t h b e f o r e a n s w e r i n g " B e r g m a n 

b e c a u s e he w a s in the f i n a l s t a g e s of c o n s t r u c t i n g t h e " 1 0 , 0 0 0 

s q u a r e f o o t i n d u s t r i a l b u i l d i n g " t h a t w o u l d be t h e new h e a d -

q u a r t e r s of G u i l d M a s t e r . H i s l e t t e r of N o v e m b e r 1 0 , 1 9 6 1 

r e c o u n t e d h i s e f f o r t s to " e s t a b l i s h a n a t i o n a l v o i c e l i b r a r y 
g 

t h a t w o u l d b e c o m e t h e ' M e c c a of t h e S p o k e n W o r d . ' " T h e 

t o n e of V i n c e n t ' s l e t t e r is r e s t r a i n e d b u t p o s i t i v e . He 

c o n c l u d e d by s t a t i n g t h a t " t h e t h o u g h t of j o i n i n g f o r c e s 

w i t h M i c h i g a n S t a t e in t h i s w o r t h w h i l e e n t e r p r i s e is a 

p l e a s a n t o n e . " ^ 



N e w s of M i c h i g a n S t a t e ' s i n t e r e s t in h i s c o l l e c t i o n 

c a m e at a f o r t u i t o u s t i m e f o r R o b e r t V i n c e n t . W o r k on t h e 

new f a c t o r y had o c c u p i e d V i n c e n t for the p r e v i o u s e i g h t e e n 

m o n t h s . B r e n t w o o d P r o d u c t i o n s had b e c o m e d o r m a n t w i t h h a l f 

of the R o o s e v e l t f i l m c o m p l e t e d and s t a l l e d f r o m lack of 

f u n d s . V i n c e n t a l l u d e d to s t a r t i n g a " p r o j e c t w i t h a g r e a t 

d e a l of e n t h u s i a s m b u t r a t h e r l i m i t e d f u n d s . T h a t h i s 

m i n d w a s s t i l l on t h e T . R . f i l m p r o j e c t w a s e v i d e n t in a 

c o m m e n t to B e r g m a n t h a t " p o s s i b l y t h e r e m i g h t be s o m e U n i v e r -

s i t y i n t e r e s t a m o n g y o u r c o l l e a g u e s " in " t h e s e l i v i n g v o i c e s 

p r e s e n t e d w i t h a c t u a l and a u t h e n t i c s c e n e s " w h i c h " w o u l d 
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h a v e an e m o t i o n a l i m p a c t on t h e v i e w e r . " C h a r a c t e r i s t i -

c a l l y , w i t h t h e c o m p l e t i o n of t h e G u i l d M a s t e r f a c t o r y , 

V i n c e n t w a s r e s t l e s s l y s e a r c h i n g for a new p r o j e c t . T h e 

u n f i n i s h e d R o o s e v e l t f i l m w e i g h e d h e a v i l y in h i s p l a n s . 

On D e c e m b e r 1 7 , 1 9 6 1 V i n c e n t w r o t e a t h i r t e e n - p a g e l e t t e r 

to D r . J o h n V o s p e r of the U . C . L . A . l i b r a r y . In it V i n c e n t 

a l l u d e d to a " s o i r e e . . . b e f o r e a c h e e r y log f i r e w h e n 

we d e l v e d i n t o the P a s t and r e s u r r e c t e d s o m e of t h e l i v i n g 

v o i c e s of b y g o n e personalities.""'" 3 S i n c e B e r g m a n ' s l e t t e r , 

V i n c e n t had b e e n b u s y t r y i n g to r e k i n d l e i n t e r e s t at U . C . L . A . 

in his c o l l e c t i o n . V i n c e n t , in t h e l e t t e r , t r a c e d t h e h i s t o r y 

of h i s a t t e m p t s to f i n d a p e r m a n e n t h o m e for h i s r e c o r d s . 

In a d d i t i o n to p r e - w a r a t t e m p t s to p l a c e t h e c o l l e c t i o n in 

t h e L i b r a r y of C o n g r e s s , t h e N a t i o n a l A r c h i v e s , and the 

S m i t h s o n i a n I n s t i t u t i o n , V i n c e n t a l s o d e s c r i b e d t h e r e a s o n s 
14 

f o r t h e b r e a k d o w n of t h e a r r a n g e m e n t at Y a l e . A l s o , he 



a l l u d e d to d i s c u s s i o n s " e i g h t y e a r s a g o " and a g a i n in 1 9 5 8 

and 1 9 6 1 w i t h the U . C . L . A . l i b r a r y c o n c e r n i n g p l a c i n g t h e 

c o l l e c t i o n . T h a t h i s h o p e s w e r e r e k i n d l e d by t h e M i c h i g a n 

S t a t e o v e r t u r e w a s e v i d e n t in t h i s p a r a g r a p h : 

B u t h a p p i e r p r o s p e c t s a p p e a r on t h e h o r i z o n 
for 1 9 6 2 . A m i d - w e s t e r n u n i v e r s i t y , at t h e i r o w n 
i n i t i a t i v e , w r o t e to me and is e a g e r to t a k e on 
and c o n t i n u e the v o i c e l i b r a r y on r e a l i s t i c t e r m s 
as w e l l as h e l p in t h e p r o d u c t i o n of t h e h i s t o r i c a l 
f i l m s e r i e s . ^ g s i d e s t h i s . . . U . C . L . A . h a s a 
new L i b r a r i a n . 

C l e a r l y , V i n c e n t had not f o r g o t t e n how to f i n a g l e . H o w e v e r , 

D r . V/osper did not m a k e V i n c e n t an o f f e r to t a k e h i s c o l l e c -

t i o n . 

T h e V o s p e r l e t t e r is a l s o s i g n i f i c a n t b e c a u s e it set 

f o r t h V i n c e n t ' s r e q u i r e m e n t s for a N a t i o n a l V o i c e L i b r a r y . 

In a d d i t i o n to t h e t e c h n i c a l a s p e c t s of s t o r a g e s p a c e and 

r e c o r d i n g e q u i p m e n t t h e l e t t e r set f o r t h t h e u n d e r l y i n g p h i l o -

s o p h y for s u c h a p r o j e c t . V i n c e n t w r o t e : 

Of c o u r s e its f o u n d e r s m u s t e a r n e s t l y b e l i e v e 
in i t s n e c e s s i t y and in the c u l t u r a l and e d u c a t i o n a l 
v a l u e - for t h i s and f u t u r e g e n e r a t i o n s - of pre-
s e r v i n g t h e a c t u a l v o i c e as w e l l as t h e t h o u g h t s 
e x p r e s s e d by t h e s e v o i c e s and t h e s o u n d s of o u r 
c o n t e m p o r a r y l i f e . M o r e t h a n t h a t . T h e o r i g i n a t o r s 
of t h i s p r o j e c t m u s t e x p e n d t i m e and e f f o r t and 
m o n e y In the p u r s u i t of t h e s | g a i m s . I w o u l d l i k e 
to be one of t h o s e f o u n d e r s . 

A l m o s t e v e r y d e p a r t m e n t of a u n i v e r s i t y c o u l d 
be s e r v e d and a i d e d in its c u r r i c u l u m t h r o u g h t h e 
u s e of s u c h a s o u r c e of i n t i m a t e c o n t a c t w i t h t h e 
s u b j e c t of t h e i r s t u d i e s , n d t h i s r e l a t e s to 
e v e n t s as w e l l as p e r s o n s . 

F u r t h e r , t h e l e t t e r e x p l i c a t e d V i n c e n t ' s t h e o r y a b o u t 

t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n v o i c e and c h a r a c t e r . S i n c e t h e 



1 9 3 0 ' s , V i n c e n t had b e e n e x p o u n d i n g u p o n t h e u s e of t h e h u m a n 

v o i c e as an i n d e x to t h e t e m p e r a m e n t of t h e s p e a k e r . W h o l l y 

an i n t u i t i v e i d e a b a s e d on a q u o t a t i o n by D i s r a e l i in T a n c r e d 

t h a t " t h e r e is no i n d e x of c h a r a c t e r so s u r e as t h e v o i c e , " 

t h e t h e o r y w a s l i n k e d in V i n c e n t ' s m i n d w i t h E d i s o n ' s 1 8 7 7 

N o r t h A m e r i c a n R e v i e w c o m m e n t s t h a t "it w i l l h e n c e f o r t h be 

p o s s i b l e to p r e s e r v e for f u t u r e g e n e r a t i o n s t h e v o i c e s as 
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w e l l as t h e w o r d s of o u r W a s h i n g t o n s and L i n c o l n s . . . ." 

H o w e v e r i m p r e s s i v e t h e p u b l i c i t y t a g " V o x o 1 o g i s t , " V i n c e n t 

w a s n o t an a c a d e m i c i a n . H i s t h e o r y is f a s c i n a t i n g b u t i n c o n -

c l u s i v e a n d s o m e w h a t m y s t i c a l , as t h e V o s p e r l e t t e r r e v e a l e d . 

In u s i n g W i n s t o n C h u r c h i l l as a c a s e in p o i n t , V i n c e n t w r o t e : 

W h e n I r e a d C h u r c h i l l ' s six v o l u m e s on T h e S e c o n d 
W o r l d W a r , I s e e m e d to h e a r h i s o w n v o i c e n a r r a t i n g 
t h e e n t i r e t e x t . T h i s c a u s e d me to r e f l e c t t h a t , 
in o r d e r to r e a d an a u t h o r r i g h t l y , o n e o u g h t f i r s t 
to h e a r him s p e a k . T h u s the w j ^ t t e n w o r d w i l l 
i m m e d i a t e l y b e c o m e m o r e a l i v e . 

V i n c e n t w e n t o n t o s t a t e t h a t " o n e w i l l t h e n k n o w at 

w h a t t e m p o t h i s p a r t i c u l a r w r i t e r o u g h t to be r e a d . " He 

r e l a t e d " t e m p o and t e m p e r a m e n t " as " n o t o n l y e t y m o 1 o g i c a l 1 y 
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r e l a t e d " b u t " t h e o n e is t h e e x p r e s s i o n of t h e o t h e r . " 

He c o n c l u d e d t h e e x p l i c a t i o n by s a y i n g t h a t t h e t e x t i t s e l f 

is an i n s u f f i c i e n t " h i n t as to t h e w a y it o u g h t to be r e a d . 

The c h o i c e of w o r d s is o f t e n c u r i o u s l y m i s l e a d i n g . B o d y 

and S o u l - T h o u g h and V o i c e - if t h a t u n i t y is b r o k e n , o n l y 20 

s h a d o w s and s h a d e s and e c h o e s r e m a i n . " T h a t s o m e w o r k s 

of l i t e r a t u r e a r e m e a n t to be r e a d n o t h e a r d , as in t h e 

C h u r c h i l l v o l u m e s , did n o t m a t t e r to V i n c e n t . As s p e c i o u s 



as his t h e o r y m i g h t b e , it w a s r e a l l y m e a n t to e x t o l l t h e 

v i r t u e s of h a v i n g the v o i c e s of h i s t o r y at h a n d to u s e and 

to i l l u m i n a t e o u r h i s t o r i c a l f i g u r e s . S e e n o b j e c t i v e l y , 

V i n c e n t ' s t h e o r i e s w e r e " p r o p s " l i k e t h e p u b l i c i t y p h o t o -

g r a p h s and " V o x o l o g i s t " h e a d l i n e s . H i s i m p o r t a n c e w a s t h a t 

he had g a t h e r e d h i s c o l l e c t i o n of v o i c e s . He w a s , f i r s t , 

an a r c h i v i s t n o t a l i n g u i s t . If it t o o k a l i t t l e B a r n u m e s q u e 

p a l a v e r to p u t a c r o s s t h e i m p o r t a n c e of a N a t i o n a l V o i c e 

L i b r a r y , t h e n V i n c e n t w a s w i l l i n g to d e l i v e r i t . 

A f t e r B e r g m a n ' s l e t t e r in N o v e m b e r , e v e n t s h a p p e n e d 

r a p i d l y . C h a p i n put t h r o u g h a t h r e e - w a y c o n f e r e n c e c a l l 

f r o m M i c h i g a n S t a t e w i t h B e r g m a n and V i n c e n t on t h e l i n e . 

B e r g m a n ' s c o n n e c t i o n f a i l e d , b u t C h a p i n c h a t t e d a m i a b l y w i t h 

21 
V i n c e n t . On D e c e m b e r 5 , C h a p i n w r o t e V i n c e n t to set up 

2 2 
a v i s i t to M i c h i g a n S t a t e on " D e c e m b e r 2 8 t h or 2 9 t h . " 

On J a n u a r y 8 , 1 9 6 2 , C h a p i n w r o t e t h a t "it h a s b e e n o n e w e e k 

s i n c e y o u r v i s i t . . . b u t y o u r e n t h u s i a s m and v i t a l i t y a r e 
2 3 

s t i l l w i t h us t o d a y . " He o f f e r e d V i n c e n t a p r o p o s a l " t o 

get t h e c o l l e c t i o n s t a r t e d t h i s m o n t h " and p r o m i s e d to " p r o -

v i d e s p a c e to s t o r e , r e p r o d u c e , and p l a y b a c k t h e v o i c e s " 

in t h e c o l l e c t i o n . F u r t h e r , C h a p i n p r o m i s e d a f u t u r e "of 

e x p a n s i o n " f o r t h e c o l l e c t i o n . He a l s o m e n t i o n e d t h a t " t h e 

e n t i r e r e s o u r c e s of the U n i v e r s i t y , b o t h in t h i s c o u n t r y 

and a b r o a d , w o u l d be u s e d to add v o i c e s f o r t h e s a k e of h i s -

t o r y . " G e n e r a l K h a n in P a k i s t a n , P r e s i d e n t D i e m of S o u t h 

V i e t n a m , and P r e m i e r A z i k i w e of N i g e r i a w e r e t h r e e n a m e s 



t h a t C h a p i n m e n t i o n e d as " e x a m p l e s . . . of i m p o r t a n t f i g u r e s 

w i t h w h i c h M i c h i g a n S t a t e p e r s o n n e l h a v e p e r s o n a l c o n t a c t s . " ^ 

C h a p i n f l e w to L o s A n g e l e s on W e d n e s d a y , F e b r u a r y 7 

to m e e t w i t h V i n c e n t and to s e e t h e c o l l e c t i o n . He w r o t e 

t h a t " t h e P r o v o s t of t h e U n i v e r s i t y h a s a u t h o r i z e d me to 

w o r k o u t a l l d e t a i l s w i t h you r e g a r d i n g t h e c o l l e c t i o n and 

2 5 

y o u r a p p o i n t m e n t as A s s i s t a n t to the D i r e c t o r of L i b r a r i e s . " 

He a d d e d t h a t " t h e S e c r e t a r y of the B o a r d h a s a p p r o v e d t h e 
2 6 

n e c e s s a r y r e c o n s t r u c t i o n f o r t h e h o u s i n g of t h e c o l l e c t i o n . " 

•n F r i d a y , F e b r u a r y 2 , V i n c e n t s e n t C h a p i n an i t i n e r a r y of 

h i s t w o - d a y s t a y . T h i s i n c l u d e d a t o u r of B e v e r l y H i l l s , 

a v i s i t to " t h e u n i q u e 3 5 , 0 0 0 v o l u m e l i b r a r y of M r s . L i o n 
2 7 

F e u c h t w a n g e r (widow of t h e w e l l k n o w n a u t h o r ) , " and a v i s i t 

to U . C . L . A . and l u n c h w i t h B o b V o s p e r . V i n c e n t c l o s e d t h e 

l e t t e r w i t h a r e f e r e n c e to S h e r l o c k H o l m e s : 

I n c i d e n t a l l y , it n e v e r p a y s to b r a g a b o u t 
t h e w e a t h e r . T o d a y i t s s o m e w h a t c o l d e r and v e r y 
f o g g y . You can h a r d l y s e e a c r o s s t h e s t r e e t . 
M a k e s o n e t h i n k of L o n d o n and h a n s o m c a b s a n d B a k e r 
S t r e e t w i t h S h e r l o c k H o l m e s s h o u t i n g : " C o m e W a t s o n 
t h e g a m e ' s a f o o t ! " 

I t h i n k t h i s q u o t e a p p l i e s to u s , t o o : t h e 
g a m e ' s a f o o t . I'm c o n f i d e n t w e can w o r k o u t t h e 
r u l e s for the g a m ^ g W h i c h p r o m i s e s to be e x c i t i n g 
and c o n s t r u c t i v e . 

By t h e end of F e b r u a r y , V i n c e n t w a s b u s y in L o s A n g e l e s 
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" s o r t i n g a n d r e - r e c o r d i n g " m a t e r i a l in h i s c o l l e c t i o n . 

In E a s t L a n s i n g , D r . C h a p i n w a s p r e p a r i n g for t h e t r a n s f e r 

of t h e c o l l e c t i o n and t r y i n g to c o m e up w i t h o p e r a t i n g f u n d s . 

A l e t t e r to V i n c e n t on F e b r u a r y 20 i n d i c a t e s t h a t he w a s 



" w o r k i n g on t h e S e n i o r C l a s s to p r o v i d e $ 3 , 0 0 0 to $ 4 , 0 0 0 

f o r ' i n i t i a l e q u i p m e n t ' f o r t h e V o i c e L i b r a r y . . . . " 3 ^ 

V i n c e n t ' s t h r e e p a g e r e s p o n s e on F e b r u a r y 2 8 , i n c l u d e s a 

q u e s t i o n a b o u t a " c o n t r a c t to do t h i s job f o r a c e r t a i n a m o u n t 

of t i m e " so t h a t he c o u l d " f e e l s e c u r e e n o u g h to c o n c e n t r a t e 

o n l y on t h i s t a s k . " 3 1 On A p r i l 5 , V i n c e n t w r o t e C h a p i n a b o u t 

f i n a n c i a l m a t t e r s . He had s p e n t $ 2 1 8 . 1 3 for w h i c h he p r o v i d e d 

a b r e a k d o w n s t a t e m e n t . He had a l s o o r d e r e d 288 r e e l s of 

" T e n z a r " r e c o r d i n g t a p e t h r o u g h G u i l d M a s t e r at t h e c u s t o m a r y 

t r a d e d i s c o u n t . On A p r i l 1 7 , C h a p i n w r o t e to V i n c e n t c a u t i o n -

ing h i m to l e t him k n o w in a d v a n c e a b o u t e x p e n d i t u r e s s i n c e 

" t h e s e a r e v e r y d i f f i c u l t t h i n g s to c l e a r t h r o u g h t h e B u s i n e s s 

3 2 

O f f i c e . " He a l s o i n f o r m e d V i n c e n t t h a t he had " t e n a t i v e l y 

set a s p e a k i n g e n g a g e m e n t " for him to " e x p l a i n t h e V o i c e 

L i b r a r y " in t h e m i d d l e of M a y . V i n c e n t r e s p o n d e d w i t h a 

s e v e n p o i n t l e t t e r on A p r i l 2 0 , e x p l a i n i n g , " G e e , D i c k , if 

I w e r e as w e l l off as I w a s d u r i n g my s t u d i o d a y s , t h e s e 

e x p e n d i t u r e s w o u l d not be a p r o b l e m . " 3 3 

F i n a n c i n g t h e N a t i o n a l V o i c e L i b r a r y w a s a p r o b l e m f r o m 

the o u t s e t . C h a p i n had p i n n e d h i g h h o p e s on o u t s i d e f o u n d a -

t i o n f u n d i n g to p r o v i d e for e q u i p m e n t and o p e r a t i n g e x p e n s e s . 

V i n c e n t ' s f i l e s f r o m 1 9 6 2 to 1 9 6 6 a r e b u l g i n g w i t h r e j e c t i o n s 

f o r f u n d i n g p r o p o s a l s f r o m d o z e n s of t r u s t s . No m o n e y w a s 

f o r t h c o m i n g . T h e i d e a of a h i s t o r i c a l v o i c e l i b r a r y w a s 

s i m p l y t o o u n c o n v e n t i o n a l to c o n s e r v a t i v e t r u s t e e s w h o s t i l l 

t h o u g h t in t e r m s of p r i n t m e d i a c o l l e c t i o n s . In an A p r i l , 

1 9 8 8 i n t e r v i e w , D r . C h a p i n e x p r e s s e d h i s d i s a p p o i n t m e n t in 



not s e c u r i n g s u p p l e m e n t a r y f u n d i n g f o r t h e V o i c e L i b r a r y . 

He a l s o a c k n o w l e d g e d t h a t V i n c e n t ' s c r e a t i v e i m p a t i e n c e to 

m o v e a h e a d w a s o f t e n t h w a r t e d by t h e " b u r e a u c r a t i c n e c e s s i -
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t i e s " of w o r k i n g in a l a r g e p u b l i c i n s t i t u t i o n . 

V i n c e n t r e p o r t e d to M i c h i g a n S t a t e on W e d n e s d a y , May 

9 . J a c k B r e s l i n , S e c r e t a r y of t h e B o a r d of T r u s t e e s , had 

w r i t t e n V i n c e n t on A p r i l 2 7 , t h a t t h e B o a r d had " f o r m a l l y 

a c c e p t e d " t h e g i f t of h i s c o l l e c t i o n of 8 , 0 0 0 r e c o r d e d 

3 5 

v o i c e s . H a v i n g s e t t l e d i n t o a " s p a r s e l y f u r n i s h e d " s t u d e n t 

s u i t e in C h e r r y L a n e a p a r t m e n t s on t h e c a m p u s , V i n c e n t w o r k e d 

on s e t t i n g up t h e V o i c e L i b r a r y h e a d q u a r t e r s on t h e f o u r t h 

f l o o r of t h e M . S . U . l i b r a r y . In a l e t t e r to h i s w i f e on 

M a y 1 3 , V i n c e n t r e p o r t e d d e t a i l s of a s s e m b l i n g h i s e q u i p m e n t 

and of t h e " b e a u t i f u l v a r i - c o l o r e d t r e e s a n d m a g n i f i c e n t 

l a n d s c a p i n g " of t h e c a m p u s in s p r i n g . Y e t , t h e r e w a s c o n c e r n 

a b o u t f i n a n c i a l m a t t e r s : 

I m u s t h a v e s p e n t at l e a s t $ 4 0 . on v a r i o u s 
t h i n g s f o r t h e V o i c e L i b r a r y . . . b u t b r o k e as 
I a m , I d o n ' t l i k e to ask for r e i m b u r s e m e n t at 
t h i s t i m e b e c a u s e . . . D i c k is h a v i n g d i f f i c u l t i e s 
w i t h t h e B u s i n e s s O f f i c e on s u c h t y p e of t h i n g s . 

A n y h o w , he s e e m s m o s t f r i e n d l y and c o - o p e r a t i v e 
and I c e r t a i n l y c a n ' t c o m p l a i n of t h e t r e a t m e g ^ 
w i t h a l l t h o s e w h o m I h a v e had c o n t a c t s w i t h . 

He a l s o r e p o r t e d t h a t he had o b t a i n e d a l o a n for a u s e d 1 9 5 5 

C a d i l l a c f r o m a V i c e P r e s i d e n t at E a s t L a n s i n g S t a t e B a n k . 

V i n c e n t w r o t e : 

T h e V i c e - P r e s i d e n t w a s r a t h e r a m u s e d at my a t t e m p t 
to " l a t c h o n t o s o m e of h i s d o u g h " w h e n I w a s in 
t o w n o n l y a d a y . A n y h o w , he let me h a v e $ 9 5 0 at 
o n c e on t h e p r o m i s e t h a t I^iyould s p e a k at o n e of 
h i s L i o n ' s C l u b f u n c t i o n s . 



•n T u e s d a y , May 22 R o b e r t V i n c e n t and h i s c o l l e c t i o n 

w e r e p r e s e n t e d f o r m a l l y at a g a t h e r i n g of the F r i e n d s of 

t h e M i c h i g a n S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y L i b r a r y at t h e K e l l o g g C e n t e r 

3 8 

on c a m p u s . V i n c e n t w a s c o n c e r n e d t h a t " a m o n g o t h e r b r a s s 

- the P r e s i d e n t of t h e u n i v e r s i t y and h i s w i f e w e r e t h e r e . " 

H o w e v e r , h i s d e b u t w a s a s u c c e s s . He w r o t e h i s w i f e t h a t 

" t h e s e a n c e l a s t e d one h o u r b u t it n e v e r d r a g g e d . W h e n it 

w a s o v e r , d o z e n s of p e o p l e s h o o k h a n d s and s a i d n i c e 
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t h i n g s . " P r e s i d e n t H a n n a h c o m p l i m e n t e d C h a p i n on t h e ac-

q u i s i t i o n a n d t o l d V i n c e n t how m u c h he h a d e n j o y e d h i s p r o g r a m 

of v o i c e s . L a t e r at the C h a r c o a l G r i l l in L a n s i n g o v e r 

d r i n k s , C h a p i n t o l d V i n c e n t t h a t " t h e w a y t h e t h i n g w e n t 

o v e r . . . m e a n t at l e a s t $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 for t h e p r o j e c t . " 4 0 In 

c l o s i n g t h e l e t t e r to h i s w i f e , V i n c e n t o b s e r v e d w r y l y : 

"my b a n k b a l a n c e is u n d e r $ 5 0 . Its f u n n y a b o u t m o n e y . Did 

you s e n d any of t h e s t u f f . " 4 1 

D e s p i t e t h e f i n a n c i a l s t r e s s , V i n c e n t w a s e n t h u s i a s t i c 

a b o u t h i s new s i t u a t i o n . L i v i n g in C h e r r y L a n e a p a r t m e n t s 

w a s l i k e t h e old d a y s at t h e B r o o k l y n " Y . " I m p o r t a n t p e o p l e 

w e r e " c a l l i n g " at h i s new o f f i c e s on t h e f o u r t h f l o o r of 

t h e l i b r a r y . F o r t h e f i r s t t i m e s i n c e l e a v i n g New Y o r k in 

1 9 5 3 , R o b e r t V i n c e n t had a h e a d q u a r t e r s . In m a n y w a y s , 

V i n c e n t f l o u r i s h e d in h i s c a m p u s s e t t i n g b e c a u s e he w a s , 

d e s p i t e h i s 54 y e a r s , s t i l l v e r y m u c h t h e " m e r r y - e y e d g n o m e 

of a m a n " t h a t he had b e e n f i f t e e n y e a r s b e f o r e w h e n he w a s 

the s u b j e c t of a M o r t W e i s i n g e r a r t i c l e in T h e S a t u r d a y 

E v e n i n g P o s t . D i c k C h a p i n said t h a t he a l w a y s t h o u g h t 



of V i n c e n t as " s t i l l t h e k i d in s h o r t p a n t s w h o r e c o r d e d 

T e d d y R o o s e v e l t . " ^ 3 

R e q u e s t s for v o i c e s b e g a n to c o m e i n t o t h e M . S . U . l i b r a r y 

a l m o s t as s o o n as t h e n e w s p a p e r p u b l i c i t y s p r e a d w o r d of 

t h e new v o i c e c o l l e c t i o n . V i n c e n t p r o c e s s e d w h a t he c o u l d 

f i n d t i m e f o r , b u t h i s d a y s w e r e t a k e n up w i t h s e t t i n g up 

t h e e q u i p m e n t and d u b b i n g t h e c o l l e c t i o n o n t o r e e l s of h e a v y -

d u t y t a p e . In J u n e of 1 9 5 2 , V i n c e n t e n d e d t h e t e r m w i t h 

a t r i p e a s t to o b t a i n m a t e r i a l at t h e E d i s o n l a b o r a t o r y 

a r c h i v e s at W e s t O r a n g e , New J e r s e y and o t h e r l o c a t i o n s . 

He w r o t e h i s w i f e t h a t C h a p i n had r a i s e d h i s a n n u a l s a l a r y 

to $ 8 , 5 0 0 . ^ V i n c e n t a l s o s h a r e d s o m e of h i s f r u s t r a t i o n s 

and p l a n s : 

T h e r e is so m u c h to be d o n e h e r e and f o r o n e guy 
to a t t e m p t it (as f a r as t h e V o i c e L i b r a r y g o e s ) 
m a k e s p r o g r e s s m i s e r a b l y s l o w . I'm a l s o a n x i o u s 
to s t a r t a d o c u m e n t a r y ^ g i c t u r e s e c t i o n to go w i t h 
t h e v o i c e s and e v e n t s . 

T h e f i r s t m o n t h of t h e N a t i o n a l V o i c e L i b r a r y , h o w e v e r , w a s 

a m a r k e d s u c c e s s . V i n c e n t ' s f i r s t i m p r e s s i o n on t h e u n i v e r -

s i t y c o m m u n i t y had j u s t i f i e d C h a p i n ' s f a i t h in h i m . T h e 

f a c u l t y w a s e n t h u s i a s t i c a b o u t t h e p o s s i b i l i t i e s of t h e c o l -

l e c t i o n . In a l e t t e r to C h a p i n on M a y 2 5 , G o r d o n L . T h o m a s , 

P r o f e s s o r of S p e e c h w r o t e : 

T h e r e is no q u e s t i o n in my m i n d t h a t t h i s c o l l e c t i o n 
h a s a g r e a t m a n y p o s s i b i l i t i e s in t e r m s of c l a s s r o o m 
and r e s e a r c h u t i l i z a t i o n . . . . M r . V i n c e n t ' s 
c o l l e c t i o n w i l l be a p r i c e l e s s aid in h e l p i n g t h e 
s t u d e n t u n d e r s t a n d m o r e f u l l y the i m p a c t of t h e 
p u b l i c s p e a k e r on t h e s t r e a m of h i s t o r y , of s e c u r i n g 
a " f e e l i n g " of t h e t i m e s w h i c h no a m o u n t of r e a d i n g 
c a n g i v e h i m , of h e l p i n g him c a t c h t h e r e a l i m p a c t 



of t h e s p e a k e r . . . . I n d e e d , m u c h of M r . 
V i n c e n t ' s m a t e r i a l is e p h e m e r a l and c a n n o t ^ e f o u n d 
e v e n in p r i n t , m u c h l e s s in t r a n s c r i p t i o n . 

F o r t w o y e a r s , V i n c e n t l i v e d in E a s t L a n s i n g d u r i n g 

t h e a c a d e m i c y e a r and t r a v e l l e d h o m e to S a n t a M o n i c a for 

s c h o o l v a c a t i o n s . In a l e t t e r to h i s w i f e he n o t e d t h a t 

" t h e e x p e n s e of r u n n i n g t w o e s t a b l i s h m e n t s r e q u i r e s a h i g h e r 

s a l a r y t h a n I'm g e t t i n g . A l t h o u g h V i o l a V i n c e n t w a s a 

k e y m e m b e r of t h e G u i l d M a s t e r a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , t h e V i n c e n t s 

d e c i d e d to s e l l t h e i r C a l i f o r n i a h o m e and m o v e p e r m a n e n t l y 

to E a s t L a n s i n g by t h e f a l l s e m e s t e r of 1 9 6 4 . At t h e a g e 

of s i x t y - s i x w h e n m o s t w o m e n of h e r g e n e r a t i o n had s e t t l e d 

i n t o c o m f o r t a b l e r e p o s e , V i o l a V i n c e n t e m b a r k e d on a new 

a d v e n t u r e in M i c h i g a n . L a t e r s h e s a i d t h a t " o n c e B o b d e c i d e d 

4 8 

to m o v e , I n e v e r g a v e it a s e c o n d t h o u g h t . " T h e V i n c e n t s ' 

m a r r i a g e t h r i v e d on c h a n g e . 

As t i m e w e n t on it b e c a m e e v i d e n t t h a t M i c h i g a n S t a t e 

U n i v e r s i t y h a d o b t a i n e d m o r e t h a n a c o l l e c t i o n of v o i c e s . 

V i n c e n t ' s f i r s t - h a n d e x p e r i e n c e and h i s a b i l i t y as a r a c o n t e u r 

not o n l y m a d e h i m an e x c e l l e n t g o o d - w i l l a m b a s s a d o r f o r t h e 

u n i v e r s i t y b u t a l s o e n d e a r e d him to s t u d e n t s w h o c o u l d e n d u r e 

h i s c u r m u d g e o n l y b e h a v i o r . V i n c e n t ran t h e V o i c e L i b r a r y 

l i k e he u s e d to r u n h i s s o u n d s t u d i o in R a d i o C i t y . He did 

not s u f f e r f o o l s g e n e r o u s l y , b u t if a s i n c e r e u n d e r g r a d u a t e 

w a n t e d to h e a r E d w a r d R . M u r r o w or E u g e n e D e b s , he w o u l d 

not o n l y p l a y t h e r e c o r d i n g s b u t m i g h t s h a r e s o m e i n t i m a t e 

a n e c d o t e s a b o u t t h e p e r s o n a l i t y or d e t a i l s of t h e r e c o r d i n g 



s e s s i o n . A " f a n l e t t e r " f r o m D o n D i c k , a g r a d u a t e s t u d e n t , 

to C h a p i n e x p r e s s e d his a p p r e c i a t i o n of " M r . V i n c e n t , t h e 
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m a n w h o a c t u a l l y r e c o r d e d m a n y of t h e s e s o u n d d o c u m e n t s . " 

H o w e v e r , on o n e o c c a s i o n , V i n c e n t b r u s h e d off a v i s i t i n g 

p r o f e s s o r by t e l l i n g him t h a t " M r . V i n c e n t is o u t of t o w n . " 

T h e p r o f e s s o r , h a v i n g see V i n c e n t ' s p i c t u r e in a n e w s p a p e r 

c l i p p i n g , d i p l o m a t i c a l l y r e t r e a t e d and c o n t i n u e d h i s r e s e a r c h 

e l s e w h e r e . ^ 

L o c a l n e w s p a p e r c o v e r a g e w a s p r e t t y m u c h in t h e v e i n 

of t h e V o i c e s of Y e s t e r d a y p u b l i c i t y of t h e 1 9 3 0 ' s . T h e 

S t a t e J o u r n a l r e l i e d on t h e " e e r i e . . . s p i r i t u a l i s t s e a n c e " 
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a n g l e . H o w e v e r , a D e t r o i t N e w s s t o r y of N o v e m b e r 3 , 1 9 6 3 , 

p r e s e n t e d a d e t a i l e d h i s t o r y of t h e c o l l e c t i o n s u p p l e m e n t e d 

by an i n t e r v i e w w i t h V i n c e n t w h i c h e v o k e d o n e - l i n e r s f r o m 
5 2 

t h e c u r a t o r on t h e s p e a k i n g s t y l e of A m e r i c a n P r e s i d e n t s . 

V i n c e n t a p p e a r e d a u t h o r i t a t i v e l y in a p h o t o g r a p h p e e r i n g 

at an E d i s o n c y l i n d e r t h r o u g h a m a g n i f y i n g g l a s s . In f a c t , 

V i n c e n t h a d b e e n p o l i s h i n g h i s " w i z a r d " p e r s o n a for a l m o s t 

t h i r t y y e a r s ; he had g r o w n i n t o t h e r o l e g r a c e f u l l y w i t h 

a g e . 

S o m e t i m e in 1 9 6 3 , it m u s t h a v e b e c o m e e v i d e n t to R o b e r t 

V i n c e n t t h a t h i s p l a n for m a k i n g h i s t o r i c a l f i l m s w a s not 

g o i n g to m a t e r i a l i z e s o o n at M i c h i g a n S t a t e . T h e r e w a s no 

m o n e y for a " f i l m s e c t i o n , " and t h e r e w a s no t i m e to p r o d u c e 

t h e m g i v e n t h e w e i g h t of h i s s c h e d u l e k e e p i n g up w i t h b u s i n e s s 

at t h e V o i c e L i b r a r y . W i t h the p u b l i c a t i o n of f e a t u r e a r t i -

c l e s in T i m e on F e b r u a r y 7 , 1 9 6 4 , and T h e New Y o r k T i m e s 



M a g a z i n e on M a r c h 2 2 , 1 9 6 4 , V i n c e n t w a s s w a m p e d w i t h l e t t e r s 

f r o m all o v e r t h e c o u n t r y . T h e T i m e s t o r y w a s f e a t u r e d in 

t h e " e d u c a t i o n " s e c t i o n and g l i b l y r e p o r t e d t h a t V i n c e n t 

" c a n now r e c r e a t e a n y t h i n g f r o m b a t t l e s o u n d s of t h e S p a n i s h -

A m e r i c a n W a r to t h e w o r d s of t h i r t e e n p r e s i d e n t s s t a r t i n g 

w i t h G r o v e r Cleveland." 5'"' T h e New Y o r k T i m e s M a g a z i n e p i e c e 

e m p h a s i z e d t h a t the " N a t i o n a l V o i c e L i b r a r y is t h e l a b o r 

and t h e l e g a c y of M r . V i n c e n t . " 5 4 W i l l i a m B a r r y F u r l o n g , 

the T i m e s w r i t e r , p l a c e d t h e M i c h i g a n S t a t e V o i c e L i b r a r y 

w i t h t h e C o l u m b i a O r a l H i s t o r y R e s e a r c h O f f i c e a n d t h e p r o -

p o s e d o r a l h i s t o r y p r o j e c t f o r the p r o j e c t e d J o h n F . K e n n e d y 

L i b r a r y at H a r v a r d as p r o o f t h a t h i s t o r y " s h o u l d be p r e s e r v e d 

In s o u n d as w e l l as in p r i n t . " 5 5 

T h e T i m e s t o r y not o n l y i n u n d a t e d V i n c e n t w i t h r e q u e s t s 

for m a t e r i a l , b u t it a l s o d r e w the c o r p o r a t e i r e of C a p i t o l 

R e c o r d s w h o n o t i c e d a m e n t i o n of t h e M i c h i g a n S t a t e r e i s s u e 

of H a r k t h e Y e a r s . T i m e n o t e d t h a t : 

O u t of a l l t h i s c a m e a m e m o r a b l e r e c o r d , H a r k t h e 
Y e a r s , n a r r a t e d by F r e d r i c M a r c h , w h i c h h a s b e e n 
a c o l l e c t o r ' s item s e l l i n g for as m u c h as $ 7 5 . 
H a p p i l y , t h e M i c h i g a n S t a t e g y d i o - v i s u a l c e n t e r 
h a s j u s t r e i s s u e d it f o r $ 5 . 

On A p r i l 2 3 , V i n c e n t r e c e i v e d a l e t t e r f r o m C a p i t o l ' s g e n e r a l 
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c o u n s e l w a r n i n g of l e g a l a c t i o n for c o p y r i g h t i n f r i n g e m e n t . 

On A p r i l 2 8 , V i n c e n t r e p l i e d to C a p i t o l in a p u n g e n t two-

p a g e l e t t e r w h i c h p o i n t e d o u t t h a t n o t o n l y had C a p i t o l g i v e n 

p e r m i s s i o n to " p r e s s up a r e i s s u e of 1 , 0 0 0 of t h e s e r e c o r d s " 

f o r e d u c a t i o n a l p u r p o s e s , b u t t h a t C a p i t o l had p e r f o r m e d 



t h e p r e s s i n g o r d e r t h e m s e l v e s . V i n c e n t a l s o s t a t e d t h a t 

he and M r . M a r c h w e r e " e n t i t l e d to g e t p e r i o d i c and c o m p r e -

h e n s i v e r e p o r t s " on s a l e s of t h e o r i g i n a l a l b u m s and i m p l i e d 

t h a t t h e y had n o t been p a i d s u f f i c i e n t r o y a l t i e s f r o m t h e 

5 8 

s a l e s . O b v i o u s l y , R o b e r t V i n c e n t w a s s h r e w d and not e a s i l y 

i n t i m i d a t e d by c o r p o r a t e l a w y e r s . C a p i t o l did n o t p r e s s 

t h e m a t t e r f u r t h e r . 

V i n c e n t s u c c e e d e d in s p r e a d i n g t h e n a m e of M i c h i g a n 

S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y to t e l e v i s i o n w h e n he a p p e a r e d on t h e NBC 

T o d a y S h o w in New York in N o v e m b e r of 1 9 6 3 . V i n c e n t d e l i v e r e d 

a n o t e f r o m M . S . U . A t h l e t i c D i r e c t o r , C l a r e n c e " B i g g i e " M u n n , 

to a n n o u n c e r J a c k L e s c o u l i e g i v i n g him f r i e n d l y a d v i c e on 
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T o d a y ' s w e e k l y f o o t b a l l p r e d i c t i o n s . In A p r i l of 1 9 6 4 , 

V i n c e n t w a s a g u e s t on I ' v e G o t A S e c r e t , a w e e k l y q u i z p r o -

6 0 

g r a m . V i n c e n t e n j o y e d t h e l i m e l i g h t , and t h e p u b l i c i t y 

w a s b e n e f i c i a l to M i c h i g a n S t a t e . 

UJith t h e o p e n i n g of t h e f a l l t e r m in 1 9 6 4 , V i n c e n t t a u g h t 
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a c o u r s e in t h e h i s t o r y of r a d i o . S t u d e n t s c a m e to t h e 

V o i c e L i b r a r y and l i s t e n e d to o r i g i n a l r a d i o t r a n s c r i p t i o n s 

and l e c t u r e s on t h e f a m o u s p e r s o n a l i t i e s of r a d i o . V i n c e n t ' s 

a n e c d o t a l s t y l e a c c e n t u a t e d t h e " i n s i d e s t o r y " of m a n y of 

t h e r e c o r d i n g s . L a t e r , he w o u l d t e a c h an e v e n i n g c o l l e g e 

c l a s s and w a s o f t e n a s k e d to g i v e p r e s e n t a t i o n s to H o n o r s 

C o l l e g e s t u d e n t s . V i n c e n t ' s p o p u l a r i t y w i t h s t u d e n t s o f t e n 

r e s u l t e d in l e t t e r s of s u p p o r t . S o m e t i m e s h i s e n t h u s i a s t i c 

d i s c u s s i o n s w o u l d r e s u l t in w e l l - m e a n i n g p l e a s for i n c r e a s e d 



f i n a n c i a l s u p p o r t for t h e V o i c e L i b r a r y . O n e such l e t t e r 

c a m e f r o m g r a d u a t i n g s e n i o r C a r l W o o d : 

T h e u s e s to w h i c h t h e H o n o r s C o l l e g e and t h e 
A m e r i c a n T h o u g h t and L a n g u a g e D e p a r t m e n t h a v e p u t 
the r e s o u r c e s of t h e ( V o i c e ) L i b r a r y a r e a s m a l l 
i n d i c a t i o n of its p o t e n t i a l v a l u e to t h e s t u d e n t s 
and t h e f a c u l t y . . . . 

I m i g h t j u s t m e n t i o n in p a s s i n g t h a t one of t h e 
N a t i o n a l V o i c e L i b r a r y ' s g r e a t e s t a s s e t s is i t s 
c u r a t o r . M r . V i n c e n t c e r t a i n l y h a s had b r o a d e r 
e x p e r i e n c e s and has p e r s o n a l l y k n o w n m o r e f a m o u s 
f i g u r e s t h a n a n y o n e I h a v e e v e r m e t . Yet he is 
o n e of t h e m o s t m o d e s t and g e n u i n e l y h u m a n p e o p l e 
I h a v e e v e r k n o w n . 

D r . C h a p i n . . . I a p p e a l to you to do a l l you 
t h a t you can to i n c r e a s e t h e a m o u n t of a s s i s t a n c e 
a v a i l a b l e to d e ^ l o p t h i s v a l u a b l e r e s o u r c e of 
our U n i v e r s i t y . 

In 1 9 6 5 , V i n c e n t w a s a s k e d to w r i t e an a r t i c l e a b o u t 
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t h e V o i c e L i b r a r y for t h e L i b r a r y J o u r n a l . He s e n t a 6 , 5 0 0 

w o r d p i e c e e n t i t l e d " T h e S o u n d of H i s t o r y " w h i c h w a s p r i n t e d 

i n t a c t . F e a t u r e d in t h e O c t o b e r 1 5 , 1 9 6 5 n u m b e r , t h i s a r t i c l e 

is t h e m o s t c o m p r e h e n s i v e p r e s e n t a t i o n of V i n c e n t ' s b a c k g r o u n d 

and r o l e in f o u n d i n g t h e N a t i o n a l V o i c e L i b r a r y . A l l of 

V i n c e n t ' s e n c o u n t e r s w i t h f a m o u s p e r s o n a l i t i e s a r e r e c o u n t e d 

in t h i s e s s a y . V i n c e n t a l s o d e t a i l e d the e s t a b l i s h m e n t of 

t h e c o l l e c t i o n at M i c h i g a n S t a t e and p a i d h o m a g e to D r . 

C h a p i n : 

L i b r a r i a n C h a p i n ' s f o r e s i g h t in e n a b l i n g t h e v o i c e 
l i b r a r y to be s t a r t e d at M S U , to f u r n i s h a new 
d i m e n s i o n in l e a r n i n g r e s o u r c e s , d e s e r v e s m u c h 
p r a i s e . He h a s b e e n m o s t f r i e n d l y and c o o p e r a t i v e 
and p h o n e s f r e q u e n t l y to g i v e me t h e b e n e f i t of 
h i s a d v i c e - g e n e r a l l y w i t h g ^ h e s a l u t a t i o n : " H e l l o , 
V o i c e ? t h i s is B o o k . . ." 



T h e L i b r a r y J o u r n a l a r t i c l e a l s o r e v e a l e d t h e d e p t h of h i s 

c o m m i t m e n t to h i s d r e a m of e s t a b l i s h i n g a n a t i o n a l a r c h i v e 

of r e c o r d e d s o u n d h i s t o r y . S i g n i f i c a n t l y , he did n o t m e n t i o n 

the C a l i f o r n i a y e a r s but did t e l l of h i s f r u s t r a t i o n in t h a t 

f a l l o w p e r i o d : 

F o r t h e n e x t few y e a r s , w o r k i n g on d o c u m e n t a r y 
m o t i o n p i c t u r e s took up m u c h of my t i m e . H o p e s 
of e v e r e s t a b l i s h i n g a n a t i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n to 
p r e s e r v e and d i s s e m i n a t e o r a l h i s t o r y w e r e g e t t i n g 
d i m m e r . B u t I n e v e r l o s t f a i t h , r e f l e c t i n g t h a t 
P . T . B a r n u m did not s t a r t h i s b i g ^ r c u s u n t i l 
he w a s 6 0 . My t i m e w o u l d yet c o m e ! 

R i c h a r d C h a p i n r e m e m b e r e d t h a t V i n c e n t w a s " m i s s i o n o r i e n t -

6 6 

e d . " W h i l e h i s l o n g - a w a i t e d a p p o i n t m e n t as c u r a t o r of 

t h e N a t i o n a l V o i c e L i b r a r y w a s t h e f u l f i l l m e n t of a t h i r t y 

y e a r m i s s i o n , V i n c e n t saw it as o n l y t h e b e g i n n i n g . He w r o t e : 

P r o g r e s s h a s b e e n m a d e b u t a lot m o r e h e l p is n e e d e d 
in o r d e r to f u l l y r e a l i z e the p o s s i b i l i t i e s f o r 
s e r v i c e to t h i s g e n e r a t i o n gcjd to p o s t e r i t y by 
t h e N a t i o n a l V o i c e L i b r a r y . 

F r o m 1 9 6 5 u n t i l h i s r e t i r e m e n t in 1 9 7 3 , R o b e r t V i n c e n t 

l a u n c h e d m a n y p r o j e c t s to f u r t h e r h i s s t a t e d g o a l s . A s e c o n d 

l o n g p l a y i n g r e c o r d i n g w a s i s s u e d ; a c o l l e c t i o n of s p e e c h e s 

6 8 

by F i o r e l l o L a G u a r d i a e n t i t l e d P a t i e n c e a n d F o r t i t u d e . 

W e s t i n g h o u s e E l e c t r i c C o r p o r a t i o n a s k e d V i n c e n t to p r o d u c e 

a d o c u m e n t a r y r e c o r d i n g w h i c h w a s b u r i e d in t h e " t i m e c a p s u l e " 
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at t h e 1 9 6 5 New Y o r k W o r l d ' s F a i r . S e v e r a l r a d i o and t e l e -

v i s i o n s e r i e s w e r e p r o d u c e d , m o s t m e m o r a b l y S p i n B a c k t h e 

Y e a r s w h i c h w a s t h e t i t l e of a l o n g - r u n n i n g r a d i o p r o g r a m w h i c h V i n c e n t did w i t h H u m a n i t i e s P r o f e s s o r M a u r i c e C r a n e . 



S p i n w a s a f a s t p a c e d h a l f - h o u r c o n c e p t u t i l i z i n g V i n c e n t ' s 

" f o i l " c o n c e p t . It f o c u s e d on a s o c i a l - h i s t o r i c a l t h e m e 

e a c h w e e k w i t h p e r t i n e n t r e c o r d i n g s f r o m t h e c o l l e c t i o n . 

T h e s e r i e s w a s n a t i o n a l l y d i s t r i b u t e d to u n i v e r s i t y and 

e d u c a t i o n a l s t a t i o n s . In 1969 , UJMSB t e l e v i s i o n p r o d u c e d 
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S p i n B a c k t h e Y e a r s as a w e e k l y t e l e v i s i o n s e r i e s . V i n c e n t 

s e e m e d m o r e c o m f o r t a b l e in r a d i o t h a n on t e l e v i s i o n . C r a n e ' s 

e n t h u s i a s t i c a d - l i b b i n g w a s a p e r f e c t c o n t r a s t to V i n c e n t ' s 

a n e c e d o t a l s o c i a l c o m m e n t a r y . V i n c e n t c o n t r o l l e d t h e p a c e 

on the r a d i o s e r i e s by s k i l l f u l l y e d i t i n g t h e t a p e s f r o m 

t h e t e a m ' s S a t u r d a y m o r n i n g r e c o r d i n g s e s s i o n s . 

A n o t h e r s e r i e s of 126 f i v e m i n u t e r a d i o p r o g r a m s w a s 

p r o d u c e d at liJKAR r a d i o . C a l l e d B o b V i n c e n t ' s A l m a n a c , t h e 
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p r o g r a m s f e a t u r e d a d i f f e r e n t f a m o u s v o i c e on e a c h s e g m e n t . 

V i n c e n t a l s o had t i m e to p u b l i s h a c o l u m n , " H i s t o r y in S o u n d " 

7 3 

in the M i c h i g a n S t a t e N e w s B u l l e t i n . V i n c e n t ' s w r i t i n g , 

c o g e n t and e n t e r t a i n i n g , c o v e r e d s u c h s u b j e c t s as h i s 1 9 3 8 

r e c o r d i n g s e s s i o n w i t h B a b e R u t h and h i s m e e t i n g w i t h J o h n 

D . R o c k e f e l l e r in 1 9 1 2 . 

T h e V o i c e L i b r a r y c o n t i n u e d to grow u n d e r V i n c e n t ' s 

a g g r e s s i v e a c q u i s i t i o n p o l i c y . T h r o u g h " r e c i p r o c i t y " a g r e e -

m e n t s w i t h C B S and o t h e r n e t w o r k s , V i n c e n t s u p p l i e d v o i c e 

a c t u a l i t i e s for t h e i r s p e c i a l p r o j e c t s in e x c h a n g e for h i s -

t o r i c a l m a t e r i a l f r o m n e t w o r k a r c h i v e s . ABC N e w s a s k e d 

for a c o p y of V i n c e n t ' s T h e o d o r e R o o s e v e l t r e c o r d i n g in 

e x c h a n g e f o r " a n y t h i n g on t h e c o n t e m p o r a r y scene."''' 4 lilJR 

in D e t r o i t t r a d e d d u b s of F r a n k l i n D . R o o s e v e l t s p e e c h e s f o r 



a r e c o r d i n g of C h a r l e s L i n d b e r g . V i n c e n t and a s t u d e n t 

a s s i s t a n t d r o v e to a c a v e n e a r B u t l e r , P e n n s y l v a n i a to p i c k 

up a c a r l o a d of r a r e t r a n s c r i p t i o n s f r o m t h e KDKfl a r c h i v e s 

l o c a t e d t h e r e . ^ 

By 1 9 6 8 , c a m p u s l i f e at M i c h i g a n S t a t e had b e g u n to 

r e f l e c t t h e s o c i a l u p h e a v a l of t h e e r a . V i n c e n t t r i e d to 

k e e p i n f o r m e d on t h e i s s u e s b u t w a s m i l d l y s h o c k e d w h e n w i t -

n e s s e d s t u d e n t s c o p u l a t i n g in the s t u d y c a r r e l s o u t s i d e t h e 

V o i c e L i b r a r y h e a d q u a r t e r s on t h e f o u r t h f l o o r of t h e u n d e r -
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g r a d u a t e l i b r a r y . V i n c e n t w a s o t h e r w i s e l i b e r a l and s y m p a -

7 8 
t h i z e d w i t h " t h e k i d s w h o f a c e d t h e d r a f t . " As he o b s e r v e d 

7 9 

l a t e r , " w a r i s n ' t as m u c h f u n as it u s e d to b e . " In h i s 

old a g e , V i n c e n t m a i n t a i n e d a s i n c e r e r e s p e c t for t h e u n d e r d o g . 

H i s e x p e r i e n c e s d u r i n g t h e G r e a t D e p r e s s i o n had m a d e h i m a 

c o n f i r m e d New D e a l e r , and h i s k n o w l e d g e of s o c i a l h i s t o r y 

m o t i v a t e d h i s a d m i r a t i o n for i d e a l i s t s and r e f o r m e r s . R i c h a r d 

C h a p i n r e c a l l e d t h a t he and V i n c e n t w e r e in New Y o r k on b u s i -

n e s s w h e n n e w s of t h e a s s a s s i n a t i o n of M a r t i n L u t h e r K i n g 

J r . b r o k e . V i n c e n t f e l t so b a d l y a b o u t it t h a t he " g o t 
8 0 

t h o r o u g h l y d r u n k . " 

T h e r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n V i n c e n t and C h a p i n r e m a i n e d 

f r i e n d l y b u t b e c a m e s t r a i n e d as t i m e p a s s e d . V i n c e n t f e l t 

t h a t t h e r e w a s n o t e n o u g h f i n a n c i a l b a c k i n g for new e q u i p m e n t 

and l o c a t i o n r e c o r d i n g s . C h a p i n did w h a t he c o u l d b u t had 

o t h e r , m o r e p r e s s i n g r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s w h i c h i n c l u d e d t h e 

b u i l d i n g of a new m u 1 1 i - m i 1 1 i o n d o l l a r g r a d u a t e l i b r a r y . 

M o r e o v e r , C h a p i n p r e f e r r e d p u r c h a s i n g c o m m e r c i a l r e c o r d i n g s 



to a u g m e n t t h e c o l l e c t i o n . V i n c e n t f a v o r e d f i r s t - h a n d 

m a t e r i a l . He w a n t e d to o p e r a t e as a f i e l d e n g i n e e r g o i n g 

to r e m o t e l o c a t i o n s to o b t a i n v o i c e s . C h a p i n t h o u g h t t h a t 

V i n c e n t ' s s c o p e w a s l i m i t e d and t h a t t h e V o i c e L i b r a r y s h o u l d 

i n c l u d e m o r e o r a l h i s t o r y a c q u i r e d in a s y s t e m a t i c , f o c u s e d 

m a n n e r . V i n c e n t w a s i n t e r e s t e d in v o i c e s ; C h a p i n w a n t e d m o r e 

s u s t a i n e d c o n t e n t t h a t w o u l d be of u s e to h i s t o r i a n s and 

s o c i o l o g i s t s . ^ 

By 1 9 7 0 , t h e d e l i c a t e b a l a n c e b e t w e e n " V o i c e " and " B o o k " 

w a s f i n a l l y u p s e t by the r e t i r e m e n t i s s u e . R o b e r t V i n c e n t 

b e l i e v e d t h a t he had been p r o m i s e d a " l i f e t i m e a p p o i n t m e n t " 

as C u r a t o r . ^ In e f f e c t t h e c o l l e c t i o n w a s s t i l l " h i s " and 

w o u l d be as l o n g as he f e l t c a p a b l e of a d m i n i s t e r i n g i t . 

D e s p i t e g a l l - b l a d d e r s u r g e r y in 1 9 6 6 , V i n c e n t had not b e e n 

s l o w e d by a g e . He w a s s t i l l e n e r g e t i c and a l e r t . Y e t M i c h i g a n 

S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y had a m a n d a t o r y r e t i r e m e n t a g e of s e v e n t y . 

In f a c t R o b e r t V i n c e n t w a s s e v e n t y - t w o y e a r s of a g e 

w h e n he w a s n o t i f i e d by C h a p i n on D e c e m b e r 2 9 , 1 9 7 0 t h a t he 
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w o u l d be r e t i r i n g t h e f o l l o w i n g J u n e . S i n c e V i n c e n t ' s b i r t h 

c e r t i f i c a t e had b e e n l o s t , he g e n e r a l l y u s e d 1900 as h i s 

b i r t h d a t e . H o w e v e r , in c o r r e s p o n d e n c e w i t h t h e S o c i a l S e c u r i t y 

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n in D e c e m b e r of 1 9 7 0 , V i n c e n t w r o t e t h a t he 

" w a s b o r n on J u l y 1 7 , 1 8 9 8 . " 8 4 

P r o f e s s o r M a u r i c e C r a n e o b s e r v e d t h a t V i n c e n t w a s l i k e 

" K i n g L e a r t r y i n g to h a n g o n t o h i s k i n g d o m " a n d t h a t " D i c k 

C h a p i n had p r o m i s e d V i n c e n t t h a t he w o u l d be c u r a t o r of t h e 

V o i c e L i b r a r y for l i f e but d i d n ' t f i g u r e t h a t he w o u l d l i v e 



f o r e v e r . " C h a p i n , to h i s c r e d i t , e x t e n d e d V i n c e n t ' s t e n u r e 

for tuo m o r e o n e - y e a r a p p o i n t m e n t s . C h a p i n i n f o r m e d V i n c e n t 

t h a t t h e V o i c e L i b r a r y is " y o u r b a b y and y o u r g u i d i n g h a n d 

8 6 
m u s t be v i s i b l e in the f u t u r e . " In 1 9 7 1 , V i n c e n t and t h e 

V o i c e L i b r a r y w e r e f e a t u r e d in a " O n t h e R o a d " s e g m e n t of 

8 7 

T h e C B S E v e n i n g N e w s . C h a r l e s K u r a l t and h i s c r e w s h o w -

c a s e d s e v e r a l of V i n c e n t ' s m o s t f a m o u s v o i c e s and h i g h l i g h t e d 

s o m e of V i n c e n t ' s w e 1 1 - p o l i s h e d a n e c d o t e s . Tom K e n n y , P r o g r a m 

D i r e c t o r at W M B D t e l e v i s i o n in P e o r i a , I l l i n o i s , w r o t e t h a t 

" 0 1 C h a r l e s ( K u r a l t ) s e e m e d s o m e w h a t in a w e , as he p r o p e r l y 

s h o u l d . I w a s d e l i g h t e d to see you l o o k i n g in s u c h g o o d 

h e a l t h . " 8 8 

T h e K u r a l t i n t e r v i e w w h i c h w a s b r o a d c a s t on t h e n a t i o n ' s 

h i g h e s t r a t e d n e w s p r o g r a m in N o v e m b e r of 1 9 7 1 w a s t h e e l e c -

t r o n i c e q u i v a l e n t of the 1 9 4 1 New Y o r k e r p r o f i l e . In a s e n s e 

b e i n g i n t r o d u c e d , as it w e r e , by W a l t e r C r o n k i t e w a s t h e f i n a l 

i n c a r n a t i o n in t h e m e d i a l i f e of R o b e r t V i n c e n t . In view 

of h i s i m p e n d i n g r e t i r e m e n t , t h e "On t h e R o a d " s e g m e n t c o u l d 

h a v e b e e n a f a n f a r e for a g r a c e f u l e x i t . Y e t V i n c e n t did 

n o t go g e n t l y . He w a s f i n a l l y " t e r m i n a t e d on M a r c h 3 1 , 
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1 9 7 3 . " He l e f t t h e l i b r a r y w i t h o u t t a l k i n g to C h a p i n . 

He s p u r n e d C h a p i n ' s o f f e r of a r e t i r e m e n t d i n n e r and t o o k 

t h e o r i g i n a l r e c o r d i n g s f r o m h i s c o l l e c t i o n w i t h h i m to h i s 

E a s t L a n s i n g h o m e . ^ 

In a t h r e e p a g e l e t t e r w r i t t e n to C h a p i n on O c t o b e r 

2 1 , 1 9 7 1 , V i n c e n t o u t l i n e d h i s h o p e s and f r u s t r a t i o n s c o n c e r n -

i n g t h e f u t u r e of t h e V o i c e L i b r a r y . A f f i r m i n g h i s d i s d a i n 



for p u r c h a s i n g c o m m e r c i a l r e c o r d i n g s and s t a t i n g t h a t " d u r i n g 

my n e a r l y t e n y e a r s as C u r a t o r , I ' v e t r i e d . . . as w e l l as 

a one man o r g a n i z a t i o n c o u l d w i t h o u t a b u d g e t . " He a l s o 

d e s c r i b e d h i s q u a l i f i c a t i o n s f o r the n e x t C u r a t o r : 

. . . it w o u l d be c o m f o r t i n g to k n o w t h a t t h e q u a l i -
f i c a t i o n s of a f u t u r e C u r a t o r f o r t h i s s p e c i a l i z e d 
p r o j e c t w o u l d be a s o c i a l h i s t o r i a n , a r c h i v i s t 
and c o m p e t e n t s o u n d e n g i n e e r , d e d i c a t e d to t h e 
aim of p r e s e r v i n g the h i s t o r y - i n - s o u n d of our c o n -
t e m p o r a r y c i v i l i z a t i o n . S u c h a p e r s o n s h o u l d n o t 
be a r u n - o f - t h e - m i l l l i b r a r i a n , b u t s h o u l d be c h o s e n 
w i t h g r e a t c a r e and so c o m p e n s a t e d t h a t h i s i n t e r e s t 
w i l l be c o n s t a n t . In t h e s h o r t r u n , it w o u l d p r o -
b a b l y be a m a t t e r of e c o n o m y , if n o t g o o d j u d g e m e n t 
. . . to r e - a p p o i n t me for a n o t h e r y e a r . . . . 
My heal|lji, m e n t a l c a p a c i t y and e n e r g y a r e u n i m -
p a i r e d . 

F o r t h e d u r a t i o n of 1 9 7 3 , t h e V o i c e L i b r a r y w a s r u n by a 

s t u d e n t a s s i s t a n t . In e a r l y 1 9 7 4 , P r o f e s s o r M a u r i c e C r a n e 
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of t h e H u m a n i t i e s D e p a r t m e n t w a s a p p o i n t e d C u r a t o r . 

R e t i r e m e n t w a s a r e s t l e s s t i m e for V i n c e n t . He h a t e d 

v a c a t i o n s so m u c h t h a t a f t e r o n l y a few d a y s in C a l i f o r n i a 

v i s i t i n g h i s s o n , he d r o v e to t h e a i r p o r t in San F r a n c i s c o 

and f l e w b a c k to E a s t L a n s i n g l e a v i n g h i s w i f e to c o n t i n u e 
9 3 

t h e f a m i l y m o t o r t r i p . He set up a s o u n d s t u d i o in h i s 

b a s e m e n t and d e f i a n t l y h u n g a N a t i o n a l V o i c e L i b r a r y s i g n 

on the d o o r . He c o n t r a c t e d w i t h an a g e n t a n d w e n t on t o u r 

w i t h a p r o g r a m of v o i c e s and s l i d e p h o t o g r a p h s of t w e n t i e t h 

c e n t u r y h i s t o r y . 

T h e b a s e m e n t s t u d i o in E a s t L a n s i n g w a s a r e p l i c a of 

h i s old R a d i o C i t y h e a d q u a r t e r s . T h e w a l l s w e r e h u n g w i t h 

a u t o g r a p h e d p h o t o s of h i s m a n y f a m o u s a c q u a i n t a n c e s . O n e 



w a l l w a s l i n e d w i t h h i s i m p r e s s i v e l i b r a r y . A n o t h e r c o n -

t a i n e d t a b l e s f i l l e d w i t h h i s a r r a y of s o u n d r e c o r d i n g e q u i p -

m e n t . O n e p r o j e c t f o l l o w e d a n o t h e r as V i n c e n t d u p l i c a t e d 

a n d m a r k e t e d c a s s e t t e s of S p i n B a c k t h e Y e a r s by m a i l a n d 

r e s u m e d w r i t i n g h i s m e m o i r s . He a s s e m b l e d t w e l v e s c r a p b o o k s 

of c l i p p i n g s a n d m e m o r a b i l i a . 

In 1 9 8 1 , V i n c e n t w a s i n t r o d u c e d to t h i s w r i t e r by a 
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m u t u a l f r i e n d , D o n K e m p . A r e c o r d i n g s e s s i o n w a s s e t up 

to do an i n t e r v i e w on t h e V - D i s c p r o j e c t f o r J a z z A r c h i v e s , 

a s e r i e s on LL/KAR r a d i o . As a r e s u l t of t h i s , V i n c e n t s u g g e s t e d 

t h a t a new s e r i e s b a s e d on t h e c o m p o s e r s a n d l y r i c i s t s of 

A m e r i c a n p o p u l a r m u s i c be p r o d u c e d . V i n c e n t , K e m p , a n d I 

j o i n e d f o r c e s to p r o d u c e a t w e n t y - s i x e p i s o d e s e r i e s w h i c h 

f e a t u r e d V i n c e n t ' s f i r s t - h a n d " b e h i n d t h e s c e n e s " s t o r i e s 

of c o m p o s e r s s u c h as I r v i n g B e r l i n , J o e H o w a r d , J a c k N o r u o r t h , 

UJ. C . H a n d y , H o a g y C a r m i c h a e l , a n d F a t s W a l l e r . V i n c e n t d i d 

m o s t of t h e w r i t i n g a n d a l l of t h e r e c o r d i n g and e d i t i n g . 

K e m p d i d p o s t - p r o d u c t i o n w o r k , a n d I o b t a i n e d a $ 1 2 , 0 0 0 g r a n t 
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f o r t h e p r o j e c t f r o m t h e S a t e l l i t e P r o g r a m D e v e l o p m e n t F u n d . 

T h e p r o j e c t w a s c o m p l e t e d by 1 9 8 4 , a n d t h e p r o g r a m s w e r e 

u p l i n k e d on t h e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s s a t e l l i t e to o v e r t h i r t y p u b l i c 

r a d i o s t a t i o n s . At V i n c e n t ' s i n s i s t e n c e , t h e p r o g r a m s w e r e 

s c r i p t e d a n d e m p l o y e d t h e " f o i l " t e c h n i q u e w i t h V i n c e n t in 

t h e r o l e of s a g e r e c o r d i n g v e t e r a n a n d me as t h e y o u n g e r , 

j a z z o r i e n t e d , v i s i t o r to h i s s t u d i o . T h e c o n c e p t w a s o l d -

f a s h i o n e d by c o n t e m p o r a r y p u b l i c r a d i o s t a n d a r d s , y e t in-

t e r e s t i n g e n o u g h to p r o m p t a p o s i t i v e r e s p o n s e f r o m l i s t e n e r s , 



p e r h a p s , i n f l u e n c e d by t h e " n o s t a l g i a c r a z e " of t h e e a r l y 

1 9 8 0 ' s . 

I f o u n d R o b e r t V i n c e n t to be a w a r m h u m a n b e i n g , yet 

a d e m a n d i n g t a s k m a s t e r . He w o u l d n o t t o l e r a t e s l o p p y d i c t i o n 

or bad w r i t i n g . D i s g u s t e d w i t h my m i d w e s t e r n way of s l u r r i n g 

w o r d s , he w o u l d m a k e me do a d o z e n " t a k e s " of s c r i p t l i n e s 

and w o u l d " s l u g in" t h e b e s t one to m a t c h h i s p r e - r e c o r d e d 

p a r t of t h e s c r i p t . S i n c e o u r s c h e d u l e s did n o t m e s h , V i n c e n t 
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r e c o r d e d a l l my l i n e s in o n e s i t t i n g . L a t e r , t h r o u g h h i s 

m a r v e l o u s e d i t i n g , he w o u l d p r o d u c e a f i n i s h e d s h o w s o u n d i n g 

as t h o u g h w e had r e c o r d e d t h e p r o g r a m t o g e t h e r in a s i n g l e 

s e s s i o n . O n c e w h e n I w r o t e a s c r i p t a b o u t J o h n n y M e r c e r , 

he s e n t me a two p a g e m e m o r a n d u m c r i t i q u i n g i t s d e f i c i e n c i e s 

as to w h y t h e p r o g r a m " w a s n o t up to o u r u s u a l h i g h s t a n -
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d a r d s . I c a m e to k n o w w h y V i n c e n t had e a r n e d h i s r e p u t a t i o n 

as o n e of t h e b e s t s o u n d e n g i n e e r s in New Y o r k . 

P e r s o n a l l y , I f o u n d V i n c e n t to be an a m i c a b l e a n d r e w a r d -

ing f r i e n d . O n c e he t e s t e d you and l i k e d y o u , he w a s l o y a l . 

He l i k e d u s i n g i n f o r m a l s t r e e t s l a n g b u t c o u l d be e r u d i t e 

and t h o u g h t f u l . R i c h a r d C h a p i n s a i d t h a t V i n c e n t w a s a 

" l o v a b l e , f u n guy w h o k n e w m o r e a b o u t t h e h i s t o r y of t h e 
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T w e n t i e t h C e n t u r y t h a n a n y o n e . " I c o n c u r : our s e s s i o n s 

in h i s s t u d i o b r o u g h t f o r t h an e n d l e s s s t r e a m of i n s i g h t s 

and f i r s t - h a n d s t o r i e s . V i n c e n t n o t o n l y r e a d w i d e l y in t h e 

f i e l d of s o c i a l a n d p o l i t i c a l h i s t o r y , he had l i v e d t h r o u g h 

e v e r y m a j o r e v e n t of t h e t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y . H i s r e c a l l w a s 

i m p r e s s i v e . 



In 1 9 8 3 , V i n c e n t p u r c h a s e d an A p p l e lie w o r d p r o c e s s o r . 

T y p i c a l l y , he s k i p p e d all t h e l e s s o n s e x c e p t t h e f i r s t o n e 

and l e a r n e d to o p e r a t e t h e m a c h i n e by t r i a l and e r r o r . I 

i n t r o d u c e d h i m to a t a l e n t e d h i g h s c h o o l s t u d e n t , J u e r g e n 

S t a r k , w h o w r o t e him a s i m p l i f i e d d i r e c t i o n s c a r d . In a few 

w e e k s , V i n c e n t w a s m a k i n g p r o g r e s s on h i s m e m o i r s . By t h e 

s u m m e r of 1 9 8 4 , he had w r i t t e n 120 p a g e s . D u r i n g t h e s u m m e r , 

V i n c e n t ' s s h o r t - t e r m m e m o r y b e g a n to f a i l . S o o n he c o u l d 

no l o n g e r w r i t e . He did n o t go d o w n i n t o h i s b a s e m e n t s t u d i o , 

p r e f e r r i n g to s i t in the sun n e a r h i s w i f e and r e m i n i s c e . 

It w a s c l e a r t h a t he w a s f a i l i n g . 

E a r l y in 1 9 8 5 , u n a b l e to c o n v i n c e V i n c e n t to f i n i s h 

his m e m o i r s , I u n d e r t o o k t h e p r o j e c t of i n t e r v i e w i n g him on 

c a s s e t t e t a p e . V i n c e n t s u g g e s t e d t h a t I c o m p l e t e t h e m e m o i r s 

for h i m . By the s u m m e r of 1 9 8 5 , I had f i n i s h e d a c h a p t e r 

on h i s s t u d i o d a y s in New Y o r k . I w o u l d g h o s t - w r i t e a s e c t i o n 

and r e a d it b a c k to V i n c e n t . He w o u l d m a k e a p p r o p r i a t e sug-

g e s t i o n s f o r r e v i s i o n . He w a s s a t i s f i e d t h a t I had c a p t u r e d 

h i s v o i c e . O u r w o r k c o n t i n u e d u n t i l t h e f a l l of 1 9 8 5 . 

• n e of V i n c e n t ' s a b i d i n g p l e a s u r e s w a s d i n i n g o u t w i t h 

his w i f e V i o l a . On N o v e m b e r 1 3 , 1 9 8 5 , a f t e r e n j o y i n g a m e a l 

at his f a v o r i t e C h i n e s e r e s t a u r a n t , R o b e r t V i n c e n t d i e d of 

a h e a r t a t t a c k at h i s E a s t L a n s i n g h o m e . 

T w o y e a r s b e f o r e h i s d e a t h , t h e V i n c e n t s m a d e t h e f i n a l 

p a y m e n t on t h e i r E a s t L a n s i n g h o u s e . F o r t h e o c c a s i o n , R o b e r t 

V i n c e n t w r o t e t h e f o l l o w i n g p o e m to h i s w i f e : 



T h e r o o m s a r e s m a l l 
B u t t h e y do look g o o d . 

T h e L o t is b i g e n o u g h 
To h o l d t r e e s and s h r u b s 

And p l a n t s 
T h e h o u s e is n i c e -

A t t r a c t i v e . T h e l a w n is n e a t ; 
No m o r t g a g e to pay up! 

N e i g h b o r s a r e f r i e n d l y , 
F r o m z e r o d o l l a r s 

UJe now h a v e p l e n t y 
To l a s t us t h r o u g h r e m a i n i n g y e a r s 

T h i n g s r e a l l y a r e n ' t bad 
B o t h of us s h o u l d be q u i t e g l a d ! 

T w o t h e m e s d o m i n a t e d R o b e r t V i n c e n t ' s l i f e : t h e l o s s of a 

s e c u r e h o m e d u e to h i s p a r e n t ' s d i v o r c e and h i s n e e d to c r e a t e 

s o m e t h i n g b i g , to m a k e a m a r k in t h e w o r l d . In f u l f i l l i n g 

h i s d r e a m of c r e a t i n g t h e N a t i o n a l V o i c e L i b r a r y , V i n c e n t 

l e f t a w o n d e r f u l l e g a c y for p o s t e r i t y . In m a r r y i n g V i o l a 

V i n c e n t , he h a d f o u n d a h o m e at l a s t . H i s w a s a m o s t u s e f u l 

and p r o d u c t i v e l i f e . 



C O N C L U S I O N 

T h i s s t u d y a d v a n c e s t h e i d e a t h a t G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t 

w a s a ' s e l f - m a d e " m a n . Y e t , w i t h h i s g e n e r a t i o n , V i n c e n t 

m o v e d f r o m t h e H o r a t i o A l g e r a r c h e t y p e - t h r o u g h t h e t r e n c h e s 

of F r a n c e - i n t o a new e t h o s w h i c h w a s b e s t r e p r e s e n t e d by 

t h e c h a r a c t e r of Jay G a t s b y in F . S c o t t F i t z g e r a l d ' s n o v e l , 

T h e G r e a t G a t s b y . L i k e h i s p e e r s , b o r n in t h e 1 8 9 0 ' s , he 

r e s p o n d e d in h i s y o u t h to t h e p l a t i t u d e s of p a t r i o t i s m , p l u c k , 

and t h e R o o s e v e l t i a n " s t r e n u o u s l i f e . " Y e t , t h r o u g h h i s 

e x p e r i e n c e s on T h e W e s t e r n F r o n t , he r e c o g n i z e d t h e a n a c h r o n i s -

tic q u a l i t i e s of the h e r o i c p a r a d i g m in t h e m o d e r n a g e . L i k e 

G a t s b y , V i n c e n t w e n t i n t o t h e l i q u o r b u s i n e s s b u t n o t for 

l o v e . He s i m p l y w a n t e d to get r i c h . L a t e r , w h e n he r e s u m e d 

h i s i n t e r e s t in s o u n d r e c o r d i n g and h i s t o r i c a l v o i c e p r e s e r v a -

t i o n , V i n c e n t ' s i d e a l i s m r e - s u r f a c e d . H o w e v e r , t h e r e w a s 

a l w a y s a p r a g m a t i c a s p e c t to h i m . F e a t u r e w r i t e r s in the 

19 4 0 ' s m i g h t r e f e r to V i n c e n t as a " w i d e e y e d g n o m e " or a l l u d e 

to h i s f o r m e r c a r e e r as a " p r e c o c i o u s b r a t " b u t he w a s in 

h i s m a t u r i t y a q u i n t e s s e n t i a l u r b a n m a n w h o k n e w t h e a n g l e s 

and how far he c o u l d p l a y t h e m . 

P a r t of V i n c e n t did r e f l e c t the l o n e l y , g i f t e d boy in 

s h o r t p a n t s w h o had " c r a s h e d " i n t o t h e e d i t o r ' s o f f i c e s . 

He l o v e d t h e c h a l l e n g e of p u t t i n g o v e r a new i d e a in t h e h a l l s 

of p o w e r . W h e n he w a s g i v e n t h e o p p o r t u n i t y and t h e m o n e y 



to c r e a t e V - D i s c s , he p r o v e d t h a t he c o u l d e f f e c t a d r e a m 

on a l a r g e s c a l e . His L e g i o n of M e r i t and l e t t e r s of c o m m e n d a -

t i o n for t h e San F r a n c i s c o C o n f e r e n c e and t h e N u r e m b u r g a s s i g n -

m e n t w e r e h i s g r e a t e s t l a u r e l s . Y e t , t h e r e w a s an i n n e r n e e d 

t h a t d r o v e R o b e r t V i n c e n t , P e r h a p s it w a s s o m e t h i n g t h a t 

e v e n he did n o t u n d e r s t a n d . H a v i n g l o s t h i s n a t u r a l f a t h e r 

t h r o u g h h i s p a r e n t s ' d i v o r c e and h a v i n g s p e n t h i s e a r l y y e a r s 

in A u s t r i a u n d e r the s t e r n h a n d of h i s g r a n d f a t h e r , V i n c e n t 

l o v e d t h e f r e e d o m to c r e a t e h i s own l i f e . Y e t , he w o r k e d 

c o n s t a n t l y . In e s s e n c e , he l e a d a d o u b l e l i f e as a s o u n d 

e n g i n e e r by day and a r c h i v i s t by n i g h t . He w a n t e d to do im-

p o r t a n t w o r k . His h a l f - b r o t h e r s w e r e a l l p r o f e s s i o n a l m e n ; 

he t h o u g h t t h a t t h e y did n o t t a k e him s e r i o u s l y . N e a r the 

end of h i s l i f e he w o n d e r e d if he s h o u l d n ' t h a v e b e e n m o r e 

l i k e thern. 

V i n c e n t ' s h e r o e s w e r e n u m e r o u s , b u t at t h e t o p of h i s 

p e r s o n a l p a n t h e o n w e r e T h e o d o r e R o o s e v e l t and T h o m a s E d i s o n . 

In an a g e w h e n p u b l i c f i g u r e s w e r e h e l d up as e x a m p l e s of 

the A m e r i c a n v i r t u e s of s e l f - r e l i a n c e and i n g e n u i t y , t h e i m a g e 

of " t h e r o u g h r i d e r " and " t h e w i z a r d " w e r e h e l d in the p u b l i c 

m i n d as i c o n s of the A m e r i c a n S p i r i t . In a s e n s e , E d i s o n 

and h i s " i n s o m n i a s q u a d " had e x t e n d e d R o o s e v e l t ' s e t h o s of 

" t h e s t r e n u o u s l i f e " i n t o the a g e of t e c h n o l o g y . V i n c e n t ' s 

1 9 1 2 r e c o r d i n g of R o o s e v e l t on a c y l i n d e r m a c h i n e b o r r o w e d 

f r o m E d i s o n ' s s o n , C h a r l e s , w a s an a p o t h e o s i s for t h e b o y . 

R o o s e v e l t and E d i s o n w o u l d be f u s e d in V i n c e n t ' s m i n d as 

s p i r i t u a l f a t h e r s . R o o s e v e l t r e p r e s e n t e d t h e f a t h e r he w i s h e d 



f o r ; E d i s o n w a s t h e w i z a r d w h o p r o v i d e d him w i t h a m a g i c a l 

m a c h i n e t h a t w o u l d o p e n d o o r s and b r i n g him f a m e . 

B e c a u s e he w a s b r i g h t , a m b i t i o u s , and an o u t s i d e r , 

V i n c e n t h a t e d s c h o o l . He s o u g h t k n o w l e d g e f r o m a d u l t s w i t h 

w h o m he c o u l d c o m m u n i c a t e m o r e e a s i l y t h a n b o y s h i s own a g e . 

V i n c e n t w a s , l i k e F i t z g e r a l d ' s J i m m y G a t z , a boy w h o had "a 

P l a t o n i c c o n c e p t i o n " of h i m s e l f . V i n c e n t s a i d t h a t he a l w a y s 

k n e w he w o u l d " d o g r e a t t h i n g s . " H o w e v e r , to a v o i d t h e s h a m e 

of f a i l u r e at p r e p s c h o o l , he ran off to F r a n c e in an a t t e m p t 

to b e c o m e a w a r h e r o . H a v i n g f a i l e d to do s o , he p u t a n o b l e 

f a c e on h i s m o t i v e s by w r i t i n g a p a t r i o t i c w a r m e m o i r . B a c k 

h o m e at s e v e n t e e n , he w a s on h i s own in New Y o r k . He had 

l e a r n e d how to s u r v i v e . L a t e r , he w o u l d be p r o u d of t h e f a c t 

t h a t he had s l e p t on both s t r e e t c o r n e r s and in T h e W h i t e 

H o u s e d u r i n g one l i f e t i m e . H i s c h e e r f u l a c c e p t a n c e of f o r t u n e , 

g o o d and b a d , w a s c l o s e to t h e e s s e n c e of t h e m a n . 

A s t r o n g t h e m e in V i n c e n t ' s l i f e w a s h i s i n n a t e p o p u l i s t 

t e m p e r a m e n t . As the p r o d u c t of a b r o k e n m a r r i a g e b e t w e e n 

a B o s t o n p h y s i c i a n and a f r e e - s p i r i t e d A u s t r i a n w r i t e r , V i n c e n t 

k n e w p a i n and a l i e n a t i o n . H i s m o t h e r w a s l i t e r a t e and a r i s t o -

c r a t i c , y e t a l w a y s in need of m o n e y . He n e v e r k n e w h i s n a t u r a l 

f a t h e r . W h i l e t h i s s t u d y is not a p s y c h o l o g i c a l a n a l y s i s , 

it is c l e a r t h a t V i n c e n t o w e d h i s s e n s i b i l i t i e s to h i s m o t h e r 

and h i s n e e d for s t r o n g m e n t o r s too his a b s e n t f a t h e r . In 

h i s m e m o i r s , V i n c e n t c a r e f u l l y m a s k e d h i s f e e l i n g s as w e l l 

as h i s f a m i l y r o o t s . H i s m o t h e r ' s l i b e r a l i s m and e n c o u r a g e m e n t 

w e r e v i t a l to h i s g r o w t h . H i s f a t h e r ' s a b s e n c e s e e m e d to 



f o s t e r h i s n e e d to m y t h o l o g i z e h i s own a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s . P e r -

h a p s V i n c e n t had to a c c o m p l i s h " g r e a t t h i n g s " to s o m e h o w w i n 

t h e a p p r o v a l of t h e a b s e n t f a t h e r . 

P o l i t i c a l l y , V i n c e n t w a s o p e n - m i n d e d t h o u g h he did n o t 

f a v o r R e p u b l i c a n s w h o r e m i n d e d him of H e r b e r t H o o v e r w h o m 

he had n o t i c e d at t h e P a r i s P e a c e C o n f e r e n c e in 1 9 1 9 " w a l k i n g 

a r o u n d in s q e e k y s h o e s . " T e m p e r m e n t a l l y , he w a s " f o r t h e 

u n d e r d o g , " t h o u g h he w a s s k e p t i c a l of p o l i t i c a l r h e t o r i c . 

He w a s m o v e d by t h e folk s o n g s of W o o d y G u t h r i e and E a r l 

R o b i n s o n . He a d m i r e d the a b i l i t y of M a r t i n L u t h e r K i n g J r . 

to g a l v a n i z e an a u d i e n c e . V i n c e n t d i s l i k e d w h a t S e n a t o r J o s e p h 

M c C a r t h y did to h i s f r i e n d s A l g e r H i s s and D a v i d Z a b l o d o w s k y . 

H o w e v e r , he r e s e n t e d how t h e l e f t i s t s in t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s 

a u t o m a t i c a l l y s u p p o r t e d t h e S o v i e t p o s i t i o n . 

W i t h r e g a r d to r e l i g i o n , V i n c e n t w a s a p r a c t i c a l m a n . 

He did n o t s u b s c r i b e to a f o r m a l f a i t h , y e t h i s son t h o u g h t 

of him as t h e " m o s t m o r a l m a n " h e had e v e r k n o w n . P e r h a p s 

he w a s s k e p t i c a l of r e l i g i o s i t y b e c a u s e of h y p o c r i s i e s t h a t 

he had e x p e r i e n c e d in h i s m o t h e r ' s f a m i l y . He s a i d , a few 

m o n t h s b e f o r e h i s d e a t h , t h a t he t h o u g h t he had l i v e d a g o o d 

l i f e and w a s not a f r a i d to d i e . 

P e r s o n a l l y , V i n c e n t w a s a p r o u d m a n . H o w e v e r , it w a s 

a p r i d e w h i c h w a s b o r n o u t of the h i g h d e m a n d s t h a t he p l a c e d 

u p o n h i m s e l f to p r o d u c e . He had a s t r o n g e g o , b u t he w a s 

n o t e g o t i s i c a l . He did n o t f l a u n t his a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s b u t 

s h a r e d t h e m w i t h t h o s e w h o m he t r u s t e d and e n j o y e d . He t e s t e d 

t h o s e a r o u n d him and did n o t h a v e p a t i e n c e w i t h f o o l s or 



i n c o m p e t e n t s . fls he a g e d , he l i k e d to s u r r o u n d h i m s e l f w i t h 

e n t h u s i a s t i c y o u n g e r p e o p l e w h o m i g h t s e e him as a m e n t o r . 

As an a r c h i v i s t , he said t h a t his m o s t i m p o r t a n t c l i e n t s had 

not yet b e e n b o r n . W i t h o u t f o r m a l t r a i n i n g or a c o l l e g e 

d e g r e e , l/incent e n v i s i o n e d and b u i l t t h e f i r s t and m o s t im-

p o r t a n t c o l l e c t i o n of h i s t o r i c a l v o i c e s in t h e w o r l d . T h r o u g h 

p e r s i s t e n c e and d e t e r m i n a t i o n , he m a d e T h e N a t i o n a l V o i c e 

L i b r a r y i n t o a p r o t o t y p i c l e a r n i n g c e n t e r of a u r a l h i s t o r y . 

P e r h a p s the v a l u e of t h i s s t u d y is in d o c u m e n t i n g t h e 

e x t e n t to w h i c h t h e s i g n i f i c a n t a r c h e t y p e s of o u r c o l l e c t i v e 

c u l t u r e h a v e a c t u a l l y f o u n d t h e i r w a y i n t o t h e l i v e s of m e n 

and w o m e n . G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t ' s l i f e is an e x a m p l e of how 

c u l t u r a l m e n t o r s can h a v e , if n o t a p r i m a r y i n f l u e n c e , t h e n 

at l e a s t a s t r o n g s e c o n d a r y i n f l u e n c e on t h e i n d i v i d u a l . 

T h a t V i n c e n t r e t r o s p e c t i v e l y m y t h o l o g i z e d t h e i n f l u e n c e of 

T h e o d o r e R o o s e v e l t and T h o m a s E d i s o n u p o n h i s l i f e c a n n o t 

be a r g u e d . Y e t , it is a v a l i d a s s u m p t i o n t h a t t h e c o l l e c t i v e 

e t h o s of t h e H o r a t i o A l g e r t r a d i t i o n in e a r l y T w e n t i e t h C e n t u r y 

A m e r i c a n l i f e w a s a p o t e n t i n f l u e n c e u p o n V i n c e n t . R o o s e v e l t 

and E d i s o n w e r e t o u c h s t o n e s of t h e m y t h w h i c h r u n s as d e e p l y 

in t h e A m e r i c a n g r a i n as t h e f i r s t " A m e r i c a n B o y , " B e n j a m i n 

F r a n k l i n w h o m y t h o l o g i z e d h i s own b o y h o o d in T h e A u t o b i o g r a p h y . 

H i s t o r i c a l l y , G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t m e r i t s b u t a m i n o r f o o t -

n o t e . He did n o t c o m m a n d g r e a t a r m i e s , nor did he i n v e n t 

a c u r e for a m a j o r d i s e a s e . Y e t , in the m i c r o c a s m , V i n c e n t ' s 

c a r e f u l l y c r a f t e d l i f e w i t h its y o u t h f u l s c r i b b l i n g s and 

y e a r n i n g s f a i t h f u l l y and e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y p r e s e r v e d , s p e a k s 



p r o f o u n d l y of t h e d e m o c r a t i c m a n ' s f a i t h in h i s own f u t u r e . 

P e r h a p s V i n c e n t ' s l e g a c y is n o t in t h e a r c h i v e of v o i c e s t h a t 

he l e f t b u t in t h e a f f i r m a t i o n t h a t it r e p r e s e n t s of b o t h 

p o s t e r i t y and the A m e r i c a n D r e a m . 
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J u v e n i l e P o l i t i c a l M a g a z i n e in A m e r i c a . " A l s o it s a y s 
" P u b l i s h e d by R o b e r t T a r l a u , " i n d i c a t i n g t h a t at t h e t i m e 
V i n c e n t had not yet r e v e r t e d to h i s f a t h e r ' s n a m e . 



L e t t e r f r o m H a m i l t o n W r i g h t M a b i e , a s s o c i a t e e d i t o r 
of T h e O u t l o o k , to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , M a r c h 1 1 , 1 9 1 1 . 

48 / 
F . S c o t t F i t z g e r a l d , T h e G r e a t G a t s b y (.Neu Y o r k : 

S c r i b n e r s and S o n s , 1 9 2 5 ) , p . 9 9 . 

49 
V i n c e n t , p . 2 2 . 

C h a p t e r I I I 

G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t , " S p i n B a c k t h e Y e a r s " ( u n p u b l i s h e d 
m e m o i r s ) , 1 9 6 7 , p . 4 1 . 

2 
V i n c e n t , p . 4 1 . 

^ L e t t e r f r o m F r e d L . G o d d a r d , c i r c u l a t i o n m a n a g e r of 
S c r i b n e r ' s M a g a z i n e , to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , d a t e u n k n o w n , 1 9 1 1 . 

4 L e t t e r f r o m F r e d L . G o d d a r d to V i n c e n t , A p r i l , 1 , 1 9 8 7 . 

5 
L e t t e r f r o m H a m i l t o n W r i g h t M a b i e , a s s o c i a t e e d i t o r 

of T h e O u t l o o k to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , M a r c h 1 1 , 1 9 8 7 . g 
L i s a Y s a y e , " P o l i t i c s in t h e N u r s e r y , " T h e B o y s ' P a p e r , 

I I I , N o . 2 ( E l e c t i o n n u m b e r , D e c e m b e r , 1 9 1 2 ) , p . 1 1 - 1 2 . 

7 
V i n c e n t , p . 4 4 . 

g 
V i n c e n t , p . 4 5 . 

g 
V i n c e n t , p . 4 6 . 

" ^ V i n c e n t , p . 47 . 

"'"Theodore R o o s e v e l t ( u n t i t l e d , s i g n e d m a n u s c r i p t ) , 
G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t ' s p e r s o n a l c o l l e c t i o n . 

12 
L e t t e r f r o m E d w a r d J . W h e e l e r , e d i t o r of C u r r e n t 

L i t e r a t u r e to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , J u n e 2 3 , 1 9 1 1 . 

V i n c e n t , p . 4 8 . 

" ^ L e t t e r f r o m E l b e r t W o r t m a n , e d i t o r of M c C l u r e ' s 
M a g a z i n e , to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , May 2 4 , 1 9 1 1 . 

15 
L e t t e r f r o m H e n r y L . S t i m s o n , a t t o r n e y , to R o b e r t 

V i n c e n t , d a t e u n k n o w n , 1 9 1 1 . 



V i n c e n t , p . 5 8 . 

18 
M i c h a e l R e y n o l d s , T h e Y o u n g H e m i n g w a y (New Y o r k : 

B a s i l B l a c k w e l 1 , 1 9 8 6 ) , p . 2 5 . 

19 
R e y n o l d s , p . 2 5 . 

20 
T h e o d o r e R o o s e v e l t , T h e S t r e n u o u s L i f e (New Y o r k : 

C e n t u r y C o . , 1 9 0 4 ) , p . 1 5 5 . 

21 
V i n c e n t , p . 5 8 . 

22 
V i n c e n t , p . 5 8 . 

2 3 
V i n c e n t , p. 5 9 . 

^ V i n c e n t , p . 6 0 . 

25 
V i n c e n t , p . 6 4 . 

2 6 
L e t t e r f r o m W i l l i a m P r e n d e r g a s t , c o m p t r o l l e r of t h e 

C i t y of New Y o r k , to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , A p r i l 2 5 , 1 9 1 2 . 

27 
L e t t e r f r o m H a m i l t o n W r i g h t M a b i e to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , 

M a y 3 , 1 9 1 2 . 

2 8 
L e t t e r f r o m A n n a K n i g h t , s e c r e t a r y to H a m i l t o n W r i g h t 

M a b i e , to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , M a y 1 0 , 1 9 1 2 . 

2 9 
L e t t e r f r o m W i l l i a m P r e n d e r g a s t to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , 

J u n e 2 6 , 1 9 1 2 . 

" ^ P r e n d e r g a s t . 

J ^ " L e t t e r f r o m R . H . T i t h e r i n g t o n , e d i t o r of M u n s e y ' s 
M a g a z i n e , to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , d a t e u n k n o w n , 1 9 1 2 . 

32 
L e t t e r f r o m P h i l i p J . M c C o o k , a t t o r n e y , to R o b e r t 

V i n c e n t , d a t e u n k n o w n , 1 9 1 2 . 

3 3 L e t t e r f r o m J o s e p h M . C i c a t o , s e c r e t a r y J a m e s A . W a l s h 
C o . , to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , M a r c h 5 , 1 9 1 2 . 

^ ^ V i n c e n t , P- 65 . 

35 
V i n c e n t , P- 65 . 

" ^ V i n c e n t , P . 65 . 

^ V i n c e n t , P- 66 . 



T h e o d o r e R o o s e v e l t , t r a n s c r i p t i o n of t h e s p e e c h 
r e c o r d e d by R o b e r t V i n c e n t at S a g a m o r e H i l l in 1 9 1 2 , f r o m 
l/incent's p e r s o n a l c o l l e c t i o n . 

39 
V i n c e n t , p . 6 9 . 

^ H e l e n R e x K e l l e r , T h e D i c t i o n a r y of D a t e s , V o l u m e 
II (New Y o r k : T h e M a c M i l l a n C o m p a n y , 1 9 3 4 ) , p . 2 7 1 . 

^ H e r m a n H a g e d o r n , T h e R o o s e v e l t F a m i l y of S a g a m o r e 
H i l l (New Y o r k : T h e M a c M i 1 l a n C o m p a n y , 1 9 5 4 ) , p . 3 1 0 - 3 1 1 . 

^ P h i l i p J . R o o s e v e l t , " L i k e C i t y , L i k e S t a t e , L i k e 
N a t i o n , " T h e B o y s ' P a p e r , I I I , N o . 2 ( E l e c t i o n n u m b e r ) , 
D e c e m b e r , 1 9 1 2 , p . 2 . 

^ L i s a Y s a y e , " P o l i t i c s in the N u r s e r y , " T h e B o y s ' P a p e r , 
I I I , N o . 2 . . . p . 1 1 - 1 2 . " 

^ A d v e r t i s e m e n t , " T h e O r g a n i z a t i o n of P r o g r e s s i v e 
F o u n d e r s , " T h e B o y s ' P a p e r , I I I , N o . 2 ( E l e c t i o n n u m b e r ) , 
D e c e m b e r , 1 9 1 2 , p . 1 3 . 

45 
V i n c e n t , p . 6 9 . 

46 
V i n c e n t , p . 6 9 . 

47 
V i n c e n t , p . 8 8 - 8 9 . 

^ V i n c e n t , p . 9 3 . 

49 
V i n c e n t , p . 9 3 . 

50 
V i n c e n t , p . 8 2 . 

^ N e w s p a p e r c l i p p i n g , " M ' A n e n y is B o o m e d By Boy P r o g r e s -
s i v e s , " s o u r c e u n k n o w n , in G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t ' s p e r s o n a l 
c o l l e c t i o n . 

52 
V i n c e n t , p . 9 4 . 

5 3 L e t t e r f r o m A m o s P i n c h o t , a t t o r n e y , to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , 
J u n e 4 , 1 9 1 3 . 

W i l l i a m S u l z e r , as q u o t e d in a n e w s p a p e r s t o r y h e a d -
l i n e d " S u l z e r W r i t e s to B o y s , " s o u r c e u n k n o w n , c l i p p i n g in 
G . R o b e t V i n c e n t ' s p e r s o n a l c o l l e c t i o n . 

^ S u l z e r (as a b o v e ) . 

56 
V i n c e n t , p . 9 1 . 



^ V i n c e n t , p . 9 5 . 

59 

V i n c e n t , p . 9 5 . 

V i n c e n t , p . 9 6 . 

5 1 V i n c e n t , p . 9 7 . 

C h a p t e r IV 

^ G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t , " S p i n B a c k t h e Y e a r s " ( U n p u b l i s h e d 
m a n u s c r i p t , 1 9 6 7 ) , p . 9 8 . 

2 
V i n c e n t , p . 9 8 . 

^ V i n c e n t , p . 9 9 . 

^ V i n c e n t , p . 9 9 - 1 0 0 . 

^ V i n c e n t , p . 9 9 . 
6 M a r k S u l l i v a n , O u r T i m e s : O v e r T h e r e 1 9 1 4 - 1 9 1 8 (New 

Y o r k : S c r i b n e r s and S o n s , 1 9 3 3 ) , p^ 2 0 . 

^ V i n c e n t , p . 108 . 

g 
V i n c e n t , p . 108 . 

g 
V i n c e n t , p . 1 1 0 . 

1 0 M a r k S u l l i v a n , O u r T i m e s , c i t i n g R i c h a r d H a r d i n g 
2 1 - 2 5 . 

^ L e t t e r f r o m F r e d J . D o l l i n g e r to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , 
D e c e m b e r 1 1 , 1 9 1 4 . 

T h e r e w a s s o m e m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g on D o l l i n g e r ' s p a r t . He 
t h o u g h t t h a t H a r r y L a u d e r w a s to be t h e h e a d l i n e r . A h a n d b i l l 
in G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t ' s c o l l e c t i o n a d v e r t i s e s H a r y L a u d e r as 
a p p e a r i n g at t h e C l a r e m o n t . D o l l i n g e r m e n t i o n s in t h e l e t t e r 
t h a t " p o s s i b l y B i l l y M o r r i s c o u l d be of a s s i s t a n c e " in c l e a r i n g 
up t h e p r o b l e m . M o r r i s w a s t h e son of t h e f a m o u s t h e a t r i c a l 
b o o k i n g a g e n t W i l l i a m M o r r i s and a s c h o o l - m a t e of R o b e r t 
V i n c e n t . 

12 
V i n c e n t n o t e d t h a t B i l l y M o r r i s J r . had i n t r o d u c e d 

him to A l i c k L a u d e r in 1 9 1 0 . W i l l i a m M o r r i s S r . w a s t h e 
t h e a t r i c a l a g e n t in A m e r i c a for A l i c k ' s f a m o u s b r o t h e r H a r r y 
L a u d e r . H a r r y L a u d e r d e t a i l s h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h W i l l i a m 
M o r r i s in h i s a u t o b i o g r a p h y , R o a m i n ' in t h e G l o a m i n ' (New 
Y o r k : G r o s s e t and D u n l a p , 1 9 2 8 ) , p . 1 6 6 - 1 7 1 . 



1 3 V i n c e n t , p . 110 . 

^ L e t t e r s f r o m L o u i s S t o t e s b u r g , a d j u t a n t g e n e r a l of 
T h e S t a t e of !\leu Y o r k , and G o v e r n o r H e r b e r t S . H a d l e y , G o v e r n o r 
of T h e S t a t e of M i s s o u r i to R o b e r t V i n c e n t ( d a t e s u n k n o w n ) 
f r o m t h e s c r a p b o o k of G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t . 

^ H e l e n R e x K e l l e r , T h e D i c t i o n a r y of D a t e s , V o l u m e 
II (New Y o r k : T h e M a c m i l l a n C o m p a n y , 1 9 3 4 ) , p . 2 8 5 . 

1 6 T h e New Y o r k T i m e s , May 8 , 1 9 1 5 , p . 1 . 

17 
V i n c e n t , p . 1 1 7 . 

V I n c e n t , p . 1 2 0 . 

19 
V i n c e n t , p . 1 2 0 . 

20 
V i n c e n t , p . 121 . 

21 
V i n c e n t , p . 1 2 4 . 

22 
V i n c e n t , p . 1 2 5 . 

2 3 
"UJould-Be War C o r r e s p o n d e n t " is an e x t e n s i o n of t h e 

1 9 6 7 m a n u s c r i p t , " S p i n B a c k the Y e a r s . " V i n c e n t d i e d b e f o r e 
he c o m p l e t e d t h i s c h a p t e r b u t l e f t a 22 p a g e d e t a i l e d o u t l i n e 
of h i s w a r e x p e r i e n c e . T h i s o u t l i n e and t h e u n t i t l e d 1 7 5 
p a g e m a n u s c r i p t V i n c e n t w r o t e in 1 9 1 7 p r o v i d e t h e s u b s t a n c e 
of t h i s c h a p t e r . I n t e r v i e w s c o n d u c t e d w i t h V i n c e n t in 1 9 8 5 
r e i n f o r c e t h e b a s i c s t o r y of h i s p e r i o d a b r o a d in 1 9 1 5 as 
it is t o l d h e r e . 

2 4 V i n c e n t , "UJould-Be l)Jar C o r r e s p o n d e n t , " p . 2 . 

2 5 
V i n c e n t , "UJould-Be 

2 B V i n c e n t , "Llould-Be 

27 
V i n c e n t , "UJould-Be 

2 8 V i n c e n t , "UJould-Be 

29 

V i n c e n t , "UJould-Be 

3 0 V i n c e n t , "UJould-Be 

p . 4 . 

p . 6 . 

p . 6 . 

p . 7 . 

p . 8 . 

p . 9 . 

I n t e r v i e w w i t h G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t , S p r i n g , 1 9 8 5 . 
V i n c e n t c l a i m e d to h a v e p a i d for no t r a n s p o r t a t i o n d u r i n g 
h i s e n t i r e t r i p . He said t h a t any m e a n s of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
he t h o u g h t of "as m i n e . " S m a l l and e l u s i v e , he c l a i m e d to 
h a v e m a s t e r e d t h e a r t of " e l u s i o n . " 



3 2 V i n c e n t , " W o u l d - 8 e . . . , " p . 1 1 . 

3 3 V i n c e n t , " W o u l d - B e . . . p . 1 2 . 

3 4 V i n c e n t , " W o u l d - B e . . . ," p . 1 3 . 

3 5 
I n t e r v i e w w i t h G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t , S p r i n g , 1 9 8 5 . 

3 6 
I n t e r v i e w w i t h G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t , S p r i n g , 1 9 8 5 . 

V i n c e n t ' s h a b i t of " c r a s h i n g in" w a s c o n s i s t e n t w i t h h i s in-
d i v i d u a l i s t i c , o u t s i d e i m a g e . He r a r e l y t o o k a c o n v e n t i o n a l 
p a t h w a y d u r i n g h i s l i f e , p r e f e r r i n g (or p e r h a p s c o m p e l l e d 
to t a k e ) t h e m o s t d i r e c t r o u t e to h i s g o a l . 

3 7 F . S c o t t F i t z g e r a l d , "I D i d n ' t G e t O v e r , " E s q u i r e 
M a g a z i n e , O c t o b e r , 1936 , c i t e d in A r t h u r M i z e n e r ' s T h e F a r 
S i d e of P a r a d i s e (New Y o r k : H o u g h t o n M i f l i n , S e n t r y e d i t i o n , 
1 9 6 5 ) , p . 7 2 . 

3 8 
G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t , u n t i t l e d m a n u s c r i p t , 1 9 1 7 , p . 5 1 . 

V i n c e n t w r o t e the m a n u s c r i p t w h i l e u n d e r c o n t r a c t to v a u d e v i l l e 
e n t e r t a i n e r F r a n k T i n n e y . T i n n e y saw a p o t e n t i a l i n v e s t m e n t 
in V i n c e n t ' s a c c o u n t of t h e w a r as s e e n t h r o u g h t h e yes of 
an A m e r i c a n b o y . In view of t h e s u c c e s s of G u y E m p e y ' s O v e r 
t h e T o p , he paid V i n c e n t t w e n t y d o l l a r s p e r w e e k in h o p e s 
t h a t t h e b o o k c o u l d be q u i c k l y w r i t t e n and p r i n t e d b e f o r e 
A m e r i c a e n t e r e d the w a r . V i n c e n t f i n i s h e d t h e b o o k , b u t t o o 
l a t e . In V i n c e n t ' s f i l e s is a l e t t e r of r e j e c t i o n f r o m M a x w e l l 
P e r k i n s of S c r i b n e r ' s d a t e d N o v e m b e r 5 , 1 9 1 7 . V i n c e n t w a s , 
by t h a t t i m e , a p r i v a t e in t h e New Y o r k N a t i o n a l G u a r d s e r v i n g 
at C a m p W a d s w o r t h , S o u t h C a r o l i n a . 

39 
V i n c e n t , u n t i t l e d M S , p . 7 0 . 

" u M a r k G i r o u a r d , T h e R e t u r n to C a m e 1 o t (New H a v e n : 
Y a l e U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s , 1 9 8 1 ) , p . 2 5 3 - 2 5 8 . 

" ' V i n c e n t , " O u t l i n e " a p p e n d i x to " S p i n B a c k t h e Y e a r s " 
( u n p u b l i s h e d m a n u s c r i p t , 1 9 6 7 ) , p . 6 . 

'"Vincent, u n t i t l e d MS , P- 87 . 

V i n c e n t , u n t i t l e d M S , P- 90 . 

44 
V i n c e n t , u n t i t l e d MS , P . 97 . 

45 
V i n c e n t , u n t i t l e d MS , P . 99 . 

^ V i n c e n t , u n t i t l e d MS , P . 100 . 

A 7 V i n c e n t , u n t i t l e d M S , p . 1 0 1 . 



V i n c e n t , u n t i t l e d M S , p. 1 0 2 . 

49 
V i n c e n t , u n t i t l e d M S , p . 1 2 5 . 

^ T h i s may be a r e f e r e n c e to t h e S e p t e m b e r o f f e n s i v e s 
on t h e W e s t e r n F r o n t w h i c h r e s u l t e d in T h e B a t t l e of L o o s 
f r o m S e p t e m b e r 25 to O c t o b e r 8 or t h e S e c o n d B a t t l e of 
C h a m p a g n e f r o m S e p t e m b e r 25 to N o v e m b e r 6 . A l s o , t h e r e w a s 
o f f e n s i v e a c t i o n in t h e A r r a s s e c t o r on S e p t e m b e r 28 w h e n 
the F r e n c h c a p t u r e d t h e w e s t e r n s l o p e s of V i m y R i d g e and p a r t 

of G i v e n c h y W o o d . T h e D i c t i o n a r y 1 of D a t e s , V o l u m e I , p . 5 3 4 

^ V i n c e n t , u n t i t l e d M S , P . 141 . 

^ V i n c e n t , u n t i t l e d M S , P . 141 . 

53 
V i n c e n t , u n t i t l e d M S , P . 149 . 

""^Vincent, o u t l i n e , P- 6 . 

55 
V i n c e n t , o u t l i n e , P . 6 . 

^ V i n c e n t , u n t i t l e d MS , P . 170 . 

^ V i n c e n t , u n t i t l e d M S , P- 170 . 

5 8 
I n t e r v i e w w i t h G . 

V i n c e n t w a s c o n s i s t e n t in 

R o b e r t V i n c e n t , S p r i n g , 
t h i s i n t e r v i e w w i t h t h e 

1 9 8 5 . 
f a c t s he 

s e t f o r t h in h i s o u t l i n e s u m m a r y . W h i l e h i s m e m o r y had l o s t 
m a n y of t h e s m a l l d e t a i l s of h i s d e t e n t i o n , t h e m a j o r o u t l i n e 
of e v e n t s w a s c o n s i s t e n t w i t h h i s 1 9 1 7 m a n u s c r i p t . He d i d , 
h o w e v e r , r e c a l l a l l of t h e m a j o r c h a r a c t e r s m e n t i o n e d h e r e . 

59 
V i n c e n t , o u t l i n e , p . 1 2 . 

6 0 
D o c u m e n t s in G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t ' s p e r s o n a l s c r a p b o o k s . 

61 
V i n c e n t , o u t l i n e , p . 7 . 

C h a p t e r V 

^"G. R o b e r t V i n c e n t , " O u t l i n e , " a p p e n d i x to " S p i n B a c k 
t h e Y e a r s " ( u n p u b l i s h e d m a n u s c r i p t , 1 9 6 7 ) , p . 8 . 

^ V i n c e n t , " O u t l i n e , " p . 8 . 

^ V i n c e n t , " O u t l i n e , " p . 8 . 

^ V i n c e n t , " O u t l i n e , " p . 8 . 



^ B o s t o n A m e r i c a n (no d a t e a v a i l a b l e ) f r o m t h e c o l l e c t i o n 
of G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t , 

g 

L e t t e r f r o m F l o M u r r a y to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , S e p t e m b e r 
6 , 1 9 1 6 . 

L e t t e r f r o m E d w a r d L u m b a r d J r . to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , May 2 4 , 
1 9 1 6 . T h e l e t t e r is a d d r e s s e d " c / o H e i n i g k e and S m i t h , 2 4 - 2 5 
E . 1 3 t h S t r e e t , New York C i t y . " 

7 
L e t t e r f r o m H a r o l d A . C o n t e n t to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , A u g u s t 

1 1 , 1 9 1 6 . 

C o n t e n t a d d e d a h a n d w r i t t e n n o t e to the t y p e d p o s t s c r i p t : 
"I am n o t r e s p o n s i b l e for t h i s . You m a y r e c o g n i z e it as t h e 
w o r k of t h e y o u n g l a d y you saw in my o f f i c e . " 

g 
l e t t e r f r o m F l o M u r r a y , S e p t e m b e r 6 , 1 9 1 6 . 

g 
L e t t e r from F l o M u r r a y , S e p t e m b e r 6 , 1 9 1 6 . 

1 0 L e t t e r f r o m C o m m a n d e r F . N . F r e e m a n , N a v y D e p a r t m e n t , 
d a t e n o t n o t e d . 

G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t , n o t e in s c r a p b o o k , " B o o k T w o : W o r l d W a r 
I," p . 5 . 

^ I n t e r v i e w w i t h V i o l a V i n c e n t , A u g u s t 1 4 , 1 9 8 5 . 

M r s . V i n c e n t said t h a t w h e n s h e w a s d a t i n g V i n c e n t , he w o u l d 
o f t e n b r e a k a d a t e at t h e l a s t m i n u t e . F o r e x a m p l e , o n e t i m e 
he m a d e a d a t e for a m o v i e on F r i d a y , b u t a t e l e g r a m a r r i v e d 
on F r i d a y f r o m V i n c e n t w h o had g o n e to F l o r i d a . T h i s w a s 
t y p i c a l b e h a v i o r for V i n c e n t w h o a l s o u n e x p e c t e d l y f l e w b a c k 
to M i c h i g a n a f t e r o n l y two d a y s on a m o t o r t r i p in C a l i f o r n i a 
b e c a u s e he " h a d to get b a c k h o m e . " H i s w i f e and f a m i l y c o n -
t i n u e d t h e t r i p w i t h o u t h i m . 

12 
C e r t i f i c a t e of D i s c h a r g e , N u m b e r 4 7 7 , U n i t e d S t a t e s 

C o n s u l , L i v e r p o o l , S e p t e m b e r 1 9 , 1 9 1 6 . 

C e r t i f i c a t i o n of D i s c h a r g e , N u m b e r 4 7 2 , D e p a r t m e n t of C o m m e r c e , 
B u r e a u of N a v i g a t i o n , New Y o r k , O c t o b e r 1 , 1 9 1 6 . 

B o t h of t h e s e c e r t i f i c a t e s a r e a c c o m p a n i e d by n o t e s w r i t t e n 
by V i n c e n t for h i s s c r a p b o o k , as in n o t e 1 0 . 

^ I n t e r v i e w w i t h G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t , S p r i n g , 1 9 8 5 . 

V i n c e n t i n d i c a t e d t h a t he i n t e n d e d to pay b a c k the e n t i r e 
c o s t of t h e t i c k e t . 



L e t t e r f r o m J . W i l l i c o m b e to M a r k , O c t o b e r 
2 8 , 1 9 1 6 . 

15 
W i l l i c o m b e l e t t e r . 

16 
UJillicombe l e t t e r . 

17 
L e t t e r f r o m J o h n O ' H a r a C o s g r o u e to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , 

D e c e m b e r 2 1 , 1 9 1 6 . 

18 
R a y B r o u n w a s the a r t e d i t o r at E v e r y b o d y ' s M a g a z i n e , 

a B u t t e r i c k P u b l i c a t i o n . L e t t e r f r o m B r o w n to V i n c e n t , M a r c h 
2 0 , 1 9 1 1 . 

19 
L e t t e r f r o m J o h n O ' H a r a C o s g r o u e to G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t , 

J a n a u r y 1 1 , 1 9 1 7 . 

20 
I n t e r v i e w w i t h G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t , S p r i n g , 1 9 8 5 . 

21 
G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t , " T h e Roy W h o P l a y e d H o o k e y to S e e 

the W a r , " Mew Y o r k W o r l d S u n d a y E d i t i o n ( d a t e u n k n o w n ) , 
c l i p p i n g f r o m t h e c o l l e c t i o n of G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t , p r o b a b l y 
a J a n u a r y , 1 9 1 7 e d i t i o n . 

22 
V i n c e n t , " T h e Boy W h o . . . ," i n t r o d u c t o r y p a r a g r a p h 

of a r t i c l e . 

2 1 
New Y o r k T i m e s T h e a t e r R e v i e w s : 1 9 1 2 - 1 9 1 9 , " H e r 

S o l d i e r B o y , " 1 9 1 6 , 1 1 : 1 . 

24 
Mew Y o r k T i m e s T h e a t e r R e v i e w s . 

25 
G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t , n o t e in s c r a p b o o k , " B o o k T w o : 

W o r l d W a r I," p . 7 . 

2 6 
G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t s c r a p b o o k , p . 7 . 

27 
I n t e r v i e w w i t h G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t , S p r i n g , 1 9 8 5 . 

2 8 
G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t , O u t l i n e , p . 1 0 . 

29 
I n t e r v i e w w i t h G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t , S p r i n g , 1 9 8 5 . 

V i n c e n t r e m e m b e r e d the n a m e s of t w o of t h e c h o r u s b o y s : 
" G a s t o r i a " S p a r k s and " C a f e t e r i a " H o a g . 

R o b e r t V i n c e n t , s c r a p b o o k , c l i p p i n g ( s o u r c e u n k n o w n ) 
p . 8 . 

R o b e r t V i n c e n t , O u t l i n e , p . 1 3 . 



G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t , O u t l i n e , p . 1 3 . 

V i n c e n t ' s p a r t w a s t h a t of a d e a d s o l d i e r on s t a g e . 

3 3 V i n c e n t , O u t l i n e , p . 1 3 . 

34 
I n t e r v i e w w i t h G R V , S p r i n g 1 9 8 5 . 

^ V i n c e n t , O u t l i n e , p . 1 5 . 

3 6 

L e g a l c o n t r a c t b e t w e e n F r a n k T i n n e y and R o b e r t V i n c e n t 
s i g n e d on M a r c h 1 3 , 1 9 1 7 . 

37 
L e t t e r f r o m F r a n k T i n n e y to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , M a y 1 , 

1 9 1 7 . 

3 8 
L e t t e r f r o m F r a n k T i n n e y to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , May 1 3 , 

1 9 1 7 . 

3 9 
L e t t e r f r o m F r a n k T i n n e y to R o b e r t V i n c e n t ( d a t e 

u n k n o w n ) . 

40 

1 9 1 7 
L e t t e r f r o m F r a n k T i n n e y to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , J u n e 2 5 , 

Y o r k 

^ G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t , u n t i t l e d m a n u s c r i p t , 1 9 1 7 , p . 4 . 

^ V i n c e n t , u n t i t l e d MS , p . 22 . 

^ V i n c e n t , u n t i t l e d MS » P . 37 . 

44 
V i n c e n t , u n t i t l e d MS » P . 39 . 

^ V i n c e n t , u n t i t l e d MS » P- 1 . 

^ V i n c e n t , u n t i t l e d MS » P- 42 . 

^ V i n c e n t , u n t i t l e d MS » p . 54 . 

^ V i n c e n t , u n t i t l e d MS » P . 54 

49 
V i n c e n t , u n t i t l e d MS » P . 104 . 

^ S i g f r i e d S a s s o o n , M e m o i r s of an I n f a n t r y O f f i c e r (New 
C o w a r d M c C a n n , 1 9 3 0 ) . 

51 
E r n e s t H e m i n g w a y , 

3s S c r i b n e r ' s s o n s , 

A - a r e w e l l to A r m s (New Y o r k : 
51 

E r n e s t H e m i n g w a y , 
3s S c r i b n e r ' s s o n s , 1 9 2 9 ) . 

^ V i n c e n t , u n t i t l e d MS » P- 1 7 4 . 

53 
V i n c e n t , u n t i l t e d MS » P- 174 . 

" ^ V i n c e n t , O u t l i n e , P . 1 7 . 



N e u Y o r k E v e n i n g W o r l d , A u g u s t 4 , 1 9 1 7 . 

55 
C l i p p i n g in G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t s c r a p b o o k , " B o o k T w o , " 

h e a d l i n e " S e r v e d 18 M o n t h s in F r a n c e : R e j e c t e d by U . S . 
M a r i n e s " ( d a t e and s o u r c e u n k n o w n ) , p . I d . 

57 
V i n c e n t , O u t l i n e , p . 1 8 . 

5 8 
V i n c e n t , O u t l i n e , p . 1 8 . 

T h e a c t u a l n o t e is in V i n c e n t ' s f i l e s . 

59 
V i n c e n t , O u t l i n e , p . 1 8 . 

6 0 
I n t e r v i e w w i t h G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t , S p r i n g , 1 9 8 5 . 

V i n c e n t a l s o told a c o l o r f u l s t o r y a b o u t V a n d e r b i l t ' s r e a c t i o n 
to a " s h o r t - a r m i n s p e c t i o n . " He n o t i c e d t h a t s o m e of the 
" b l u e b l o o d s " in the r a n k s r e a c t e d w i t h s h o c k to t h i s w e l l -
k n o w n a r m y p r a c t i c e . A l s o , o u t l i n e , p . 1 9 . 

61 
I n t e r v i e w w i t h G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t , S p r i n g , 1 9 8 5 . 

G 2 
V i n c e n t , O u t l i n e , p . 2 0 . 

T h e a c t u a l n o t e is in V i n c e n t ' s f i l e s . 

6 3 
V i n c e n t , s c r a p b o o k , p . 1 7 . 

64 
V i n c e n t , p i c t u r e of F r a n k M o r a n , in s c r a p b o o k , p . 

17 . 

65 
L e t t e r f r o m M a x w e l l P e r k i n s , C h a r l e s S c r i b n e r ' s S o n s 

P u b l i s h e r s , to P r i v a t e R o b e r t V i n c e n t , N o v e m b e r 5 , 1 9 1 7 . 

P e r k i n s c o m m e n t e d t h a t he did not t h i n k t h a t b o y s ' m a g a z i n e s 
w o u l d w i s h to p u b l i s h the b o o k b e c a u s e t h e p a r e n t s of t h e i r 
r e a d e r s " m i g h t o b j e c t to a n y t h i n g t h a t t h e y w o u l d t h i n k m i g h t 
i n d u c e t h e i r own b o y s to go t h r o u g h the d a n g e r s and a d v e n t u r e s " 
w h i c h V i n c e n t d e s c r i b e d . 

6 6 
V i n c e n t , s c r a p b o o k , p . 1 8 . 

T h e a c t u a l n o t e is in V i n c e n t ' s f i l e s . 

6 7 
V i n c e n t , s c r a p b o o k c o m m e n t a r y , p . 1 8 . 

6 8 
T e l e g r a p h i c i n s t r u c t i o n s f r o m t h e W a r D e p a r t m e n t to 

the C o m m a n d i n g G e n e r a l of t h e 2 7 t h D i v i s i o n , s c r a p b o o k , p . 
19 . 

V i n c e n t , s c r a p b o o k c o m m e n t a r y , p . 1 9 . 



L e t t e r f r o m H . B . M c C a i n , T h e A d j u t a n t G e n e r a l , 
a c c e p t i n g V i n c e n t ' s r e s i g n a t i o n as A r m y F i e l d C l e r k , M a y 2 9 , 
1 9 1 8 . 

71 
L e t t e r f r o m W i l b u r C a r , D i r e c t o r of the C o n s u l a r 

S e r v i c e , to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , J u n e 1 1 , 1 9 1 8 . 

72 
V i n c e n t , s c r a p b o o k c o m m e n t a r y , p . 2 4 . 

7 3 
L e t t e r f r o m C a p t a i n N i l s P . L a r s e n , " s e a t e d in a G e r m a n 

d u g o u t " in F r a n c e , to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , O c t o b e r 9 , 1 9 1 8 . 

^ N e w s p a p e r c l i p p i n g , V i n c e n t ' s f i l e s ( p r o b a b l y f r o m 
T h e New Y o r k A m e r i c a n , d a t e u n k n o w n ) , h e a d l i n e " C a p t a i n L a r s e n 
W i n n e r of D . S . C . " 

7 5 
V i n c e n t , s c r a p b o o k c o m m e n t a r y , p . 2 5 . A l s o , in t h e 

S p r i n g , 1 9 8 5 i n t e r v i e w , V i n c e n t m e n t i o n e d t h a t he d r a n k 
s p a r k l i n g b u r g u n d y for the f i r s t t i m e t h a t n i g h t . V i n c e n t 
s a i d t h a t " e v e r y t h i n g w a s f r e e . . . e v e r y o n e got q u i t e 
h i l a r i o u s . " 

7 6 
I n t e r v i e w with V i n c e n t , S p r i n g , 1 9 8 5 . 

77 
L e t t e r f r o m D o n H o w e l l , T h e D e p a r t m e n t of S t a t e , to 

R o b e r t V i n c e n t , N o v e m b e r 1 7 , 1 9 1 8 . 

7 8 
D i a g r a m for the A m b a s s a d o r ' s G r a n d R e c e p t i o n , s c r a p -

b o o k , p . 26 . 

79 
L e t t e r f r o m J o h n T r a c e y , A m e r i c a n V i c e - C o n s u l in 

M a r s e i l l e s , to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , D e c e m b e r 7 , 1 9 1 8 . 

8 0 
N o t e f r o m A l p h o n s e G a u l i n , A m e r i c a n C o n s u l - G e n e r a l 

in M a r s e i l l e s , to R o b e r t V i n c e n t ( d a t e u n k n o w n , 1 9 1 8 . ) . 

8 1 
L e t t e r f r o m J a m e s P . D a v i s , A m e r i c a n C o n s u l in B a n k o k , 

S i a m , to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , F e b r u a r y 2 5 , 1 9 2 2 . 

8 2 
In r e v i e w i n g V i n c e n t ' s f a s t m o v i n g c a r e e r d u r i n g W o r l d 

W a r I , it m u s t be p o i n t e d out t h a t he w a s a h i g h s c h o o l d r o p 
o u t and had not b e e n to c o l l e g e . O n e is r e m i n d e d of Jay 
G a t s b y , F . S c o t t F i t z g e r a l d ' s p r o t a g o n i s t f r o m T h e G r e a t G a t s b y 
w h o b e c a m e t h e a p o t h e o s i s of the s e l f m a d e man in t h e m o d e r n 
c o n t e x t . 

8 3 
L e t t e r f r o m J o h n T r a c e y ( d a t e u n k n o w n but o b v i o u s l y 

a f o l l o w - u p to the l e t t e r of D e c e m b e r 7 , 1 9 1 8 ) to R o b e r t 
V i n c e n t . 

84 
L e t t e r f r o m J o h n T r a c e y to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , D e c e m b e r 

1 2 , 1 9 1 8 . 



L e t t e r f r o m J o h n T r a c e y to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , D e c e m b e r 

1 8 , 1 9 1 8 . 

8 6 
S i g n a l C o r p s T e l e g r a m to C . G . B r e s t o r d e r i n g t h a t 

a r e s e r v a t i o n be m a d e for V i n c e n t on t h e L e v i a t h a n . V i n c e n t , 
it s a y s , " w i l l r e p o r t to you on t h e f o u r t h of J a n u a r y , " 
D e c e m b e r 2 8 , 1 9 1 8 . 

8 7 
M i c h a e l R e y n o l d s , T h e Y o u n g H e m i n g w a y (New Y o r k : 

B a s i l B l a c k w e l l I n c . , 1 9 8 6 ) , p . 3 5 . 

88 
L e t t e r of e n d o r s e m e n t f r o m (then L i e u t e n a n t ) N i l s 

P . L a r s e n f o r R o b e r t V i n c e n t (date u n k n o w n , p r o b a b l y l a t e 
1 9 1 7 ) . 

89 
R e y n o l d s , p . 3 5 . 

90 
T h e B r o o k l y n E a g l e a r t i c l e " R o b e r t V i n c e n t S e r v e d 

U n d e r F r e n c h and A m e r i c a n F l a g s : L a u d s E a g l e P a r i s B u r e a u " 
( d a t e u n k n o w n , p r o b a b l y J a n u a r y , 1 9 1 9 ) , in V i n c e n t ' s f i l e s . 

91 
" C a p t a i n L a r s e n . . . D . S . C . " c l i p p i n g in V i n c e n t ' s 

c o l l e c t i o n . 

9 2 
" C a p t a i n L a r s e n . . . D . S . C . " c l i p p i n g in V i n c e n t ' s 

c o l l e c t i o n . 

9 3 
C o m m i s s i o n of R o b e r t V i n c e n t as 2nd L i e u t e n a n t in 

New Y o r k N a t i o n a l G u a r d , A p r i l 3 , 1 9 1 9 , in R o b e r t V i n c e n t ' s 
c o l l e c t i o n . 

9 4 S P U N K , V o l . I , N o . 1 , A p r i l , 1 9 1 9 , p . 1 . 

9 5 
L e t t e r f r o m C a p t a i n N i l s P . L a r s e n to R o b e r t V i n c e n t 

A p r i l 3 , 1 9 1 9 . 

C h a p t e r VI 

^ F r e d e r i c k L e w i s A l l e n , T h e B i g C h a n g e (New Y o r k : 
B a n t a m , 1 9 6 1 ) , p . 9 4 . ~ ~ 

2 F . S c o t t F i t z g e r a l d , T h i s S i d e of P a r a d i s e (New Y o r k : 
C h a r l e s S c h r i b n e r ' s S o n s , 1 9 2 0 ) , p . 2 8 2 . 

3 A l l e n , p . 9 4 . 

4 G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t , s c r a p b o o k , B o o k I I I : A C h r o n i c l e 
of t h e T w e n t i e s , p . 9 . 



5 W h o ' s W h o in A m e r i c a 19 5 0 - 5 1 , V o l u m e 26 ( C h i c a g o : 

T h e A . IM. M a r q u i s C o m p a n y , 1 9 5 0 ), p . 5 1 5 . 
g 
B r i a n R u s t , T h e A m e r i c a n D a n c e B a n d D i s c o g r a p h y (New 

R o c h e l l e , New Y o r k : A r l i n g t o n H o u s e , 1 9 7 5 ) , p . 2 0 5 2 . E i g h t 
l i s t i n g s in t h e i n d e x of r e c o r d i n g s by t h i s v o c a l g r o u p in 
r e c o r d i n g s e s s i o n s on E d i s o n a n d C o l u m b i a . 

7 
V i n c e n t , s c r a p b o o k , p . 1 1 - 1 2 . 

Q 
I n t e r v i e w w i t h V i n c e n t , S p r i n g , 1 9 8 5 . 

g 
I n t e r v i e w w i t h V i n c e n t , S p r i n g , 1 9 8 5 . 

1 0 I n t e r v i e w w i t h V i n c e n t , S p r i n g , 1 9 8 5 . 

^ H a n d w r i t t e n s h e e t of a d d r e s s e s and l i q u o r o r d e r s k e p t 
by V i n c e n t . 

12 
In an i n t e r v i e w , V i n c e n t c l a i m e d to h a v e r e c e i v e d 

a l i f e t i m e p a s s to t h e G i a n t ' s g a m e s at t h e P o l o G r o u n d s f r o m 
M c G r a w . T h e r e is a J . K e r n l i s t e d in V i n c e n t ' s a d d r e s s e s 
r e s i d i n g at 105 W e s t 8 4 t h S t r e e t . 

^ I n t e r v i e w w i t h V i n c e n t , S p r i n g 1 9 8 5 . V i n c e n t c l a i m e d 
to h a v e b e e n s h o t at " m a n y t i m e s . " 

1 4 L e t t e r f r o m G e o r g e S c h l e i c h to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , J u n e 
1 4 , 19 2 2 . 

1 5 I n t e r v i e w w i t h V i n c e n t , S p r i n g , 1 9 8 5 . 

16 
V i n c e n t , s c r a p b o o k , p . 1 4 . V i n c e n t ' s d e t a i l e d d e s c r i p -

t i o n of t h e o p e r a t i o n is s u p p o r t e d by d e t a i l s r e v e a l e d in 
t h e S p r i n g , 1 9 8 5 i n t e r v i e w . 

17 
V i n c e n t , s c r a p b o o k , p . 1 4 . 

18 
W i l l i a m L . S h i r e r , T h e R i s e and F a l l of t h e T h i r d 

R e i c h (New Y o r k : S i m o n and S c h u s t e r , 1 9 6 0 ) , p~! 9 5 7 , 1 0 3 1 , 
1 0 7 4 - 7 7 . S t u e l p n a g e l w a s n o t o n l y the G e r m a n c o m m a n d e r in 
F r a n c e , b u t he w a s a c e n t r a l f i g u r e in t h e p l o t to a s s a s s i n a t e 
H i t l e r in J u l y , 1 9 4 4 . W h i l e en r o u t e to B e r l i n , S t u e l p n a g e l 
s t o p p e d at V e r d u n , the s c e n e of h i s W o r l d W a r I c o m m a n d . 
T h e r e he s h o t h i m s e l f in a u n s u c c e s s f u l s u i c i d e a t t e m p t . 
He d i e d on A u g u s t 3 0 , 1944 a f t e r b e i n g t r i e d by t h e P e o p l e ' s 
C o u r t in B e r l i n . 

19 
V i n c e n t , s c r a p b o o k , p . 1 6 . 

V i n c e n t , s c r a p b o o k , p . 1 6 . 



V i n c e n t , s c r a p b o o k , p . 6 . A l s o , t h e r e is a B o s t o n 
G l o b e n e w s c l i p p i n g a b o u t t h e e v e n t , not d a t e d . T h e c l i p p i n g 
is h e a d l i n e s " Y o u n g B e a r R i g h t at H o m e in G l o b e F i n a n c i a l 
R o o m . " A p i c t u r e of V i n c e n t and the b e a r a p p e a r s w i t h t h e 
s t o r y . 

22 
V i n c e n t , s c r a p b o o k , p . 6 . 

2 3 
L e t t e r f r o m W i l l i s P a r s o n s , M a i n e I n l a n d F i s h e r i e s 

and G a m e C o m m i s s i o n e r , to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , A u g u s t 1 9 , 1 9 2 1 . 
V i n c e n t c o m m e n t s on p a g e 6 of h i s s c r a p b o o k t h a t he r e f u s e d 
to pay t h e f i n e "on the g r o u n d s t h a t our b e a r w a s a C a n a d i a n 
b e a r w h o had m e r e l y w a n d e r e d a c r o s s t h e l i n e i n t o M a i n e . " 

V i n c e n t , i n t e r v i e w , S p r i n g 

2 5 V i n c e n t , s c r a p b o o k , P . 1 7 . 

V i n c e n t , s c r a p b o o k , P- 8 . 

27 
V i n c e n t , s c r a p b o o k , P . 8 . 

V i n c e n t , s c r a p b o o k , P- 19 . 

29 
V i n c e n t s c r a p b o o k , P-

cn 
i—4 A l s o , a l e t t e r f r o m L a V e r n e 

C o l l i e r , M a n a g i n g E d i t o r of the I l l u s t r a t e d D a i l y T a b , to 
V i n c e n t d a t e d M a r c h 5 , 1 9 2 5 g r a n t s V i n c e n t a l e a v e of a b s e n c e 
f r o m t h e p a p e r . C o l l i e r r e m a r k s t h a t V i n c e n t " d i s p l a y e d an 
a b u n d a n c e of p o t e n t i a l t a l e n t to b e c o m e a f i r s t - r a t e n e w s 
w r i t e r . " 

^ ^ V i n c e n t , s c r a p b o o k , p . 2 0 . 

^ M a r r i a g e l i c e n s e d a t e d J u n e 2 9 , 1 9 2 7 in t h e t o w n of 
N o r t h P e l h a m W e s t c h e s t e r C o u n t y , New Y o r k . 

3 2 
M a u r i c e C r a n e , as q u o t e d in t h e D e t r o i t F r e e P r e s s , 

N o v e m b e r 1 7 , 1 9 8 5 , p . 1 7 D . 

C r a n e s a i d : " G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t w a s t h e f i r s t and t h e b e s t 
v o i c e l i b r a r i a n in A m e r i c a . It is i m p o s s i b l e to c a l c u l a t e 
t h e e f f e c t h i s p i o n e e r i n g w o r k w i l l h a v e on g e n e r a t i o n s of 
s c h o l a r s . " 

^ T h o m a s A l v a E d i s o n , f r o m an a r t i c l e in t h e N o r t h 
A m e r i c a n R e v i e w p u b l i s h e d in 1 8 7 8 , c i t e d in a l e t t e r f r o m 
N o r m a n R . S p e i d e n , H i s t o r i c a l R e s e a r c h D e p a r t m e n t , T h o m a s 
A . E d i s o n , I n c . to R o b e r t V i n c e n t ; O c t o b e r 8 , 1 9 3 7 . 



V i n c e n t ' s r e s t o r a t i o n w o r k on t h e e x p e r i m e n t a l c y l i n -
d e r s h a s r e p o r t e d in v a r i o u s p u b l i c a t i o n s . T h e e a r l i e s t 
d o c u m e n t a t i o n of t h i s w o r k , h o w e v e r , is t h e l e t t e r f r o m N o r m a n 
S p e i d e n on O c t o b e r 8 , 1 9 3 7 . In it S p e i d e n a c k n o w l e d g e s 
V i n c e n t ' s I n t e r e s t in the n e e d for p r e s e r v a t i o n by t h e b e s t 
m o d e r n t e c h n i c a l m e t h o d s of t h e s e f a s t d i s a p p e a r i n g r e c o r d s . " 
He p r o m i s e s V i n c e n t the c o o p e r a t i o n of t h e E d i s o n L i b r a r y 
in W e s t O r a n g e and ask t h a t c o p i e s of t h e r e c o r d i n g s be s e n t 
to the l i b r a r y . U n t i l V i n c e n t m a d e t h e m , no d u p l i c a t e s of 
t h e o r i g i n a l c y l i n d e r s had b e e n m a d e by a n y o n e . 

3 5 
G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t , " T h e P i e I n t e r l u d e , " an e s s a y on 

p . 5 4 - 5 5 of t h e s c r a p b o o k . 

3 6 
L e t t e r f r o m H . R . B r o w n e , M a n a g e r , C o m p l a i n t I n v e s t i -

g a t i o n U n i t , U . S . W o r k s P r o g r e s s A d m i n i s t r a t i o n F o r T h e C i t y 
of New Y o r k , to " W h o m it May C o n c e r n , " O c t o b e r 1 1 , 1 9 3 5 . 

37 
B r o w n e l e t t e r . 

3 8 
R o b e r t V i n c e n t , N a t i o n a l R e c o v e r y A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 

A p p l i c a t i o n for E m p l o y m e n t , F o r m 4 0 0 , M a y 1 7 , 1 9 3 5 , p . 3 . 

39 
V i n c e n t , i n t e r v i e w , S p r i n g , 1 9 8 5 . 

4 ^T w o v i e w s of V i n c e n t ' s p r o f e s s i o n a l r e p u t a t i o n a r e 
f o u n d in l e t t e r s of r e c o m m e n d a t i o n f r o m E m i l C o r w i n of T h e 
B l u e N e t w o r k and J o e l O ' B r i e n of Y o u n g and R u b i c a m , I n c . 
T h e l e t t e r s h a v e b e e n c r o p p e d for i n c l u s i o n i n t o o n e of 
V i n c e n t ' s s c r a p b o o k s . F r o m t h e d a t e s of o t h e r s i m i l a r l e t t e r s 
in t h i s s e c t i o n of the s c r a p b o o k , it can be a s s u m e d t h a t t h e s e 
w e r e w r i t t e n in e a r l y J u l y , 1 9 4 2 w h e n V i n c e n t w a s a p p l y i n g 
for a c o m m i s s i o n in the U n i t e d S t a t e s A r m y . C o r w i n s t a t e s 
t h a t V i n c e n t is " o n e of t h e top men in h i s p r o f e s s i o n " and 
" t h a t he h a s d i s t i n g u i s h e d h i m s e l f . . . f o r t h e i m p r o v e m e n t s 
he h a s b r o u g h t to the s c i e n c e of r e c o r d i n g . . ." 

O ' B r i e n , a p r o d u c e r of the " W e T h e P e o p l e " s e r i e s , s t a t e s 
t h a t " h e r e in New York in r a d i o c i r c l e s it is g e n e r a l l y c o n -
c e e d e d t h a t M r . V i n c e n t k n o w s m o r e a b o u t r e c o r d i n g s t h a n a n y 
man in t h e c o u n t r y . " He g o e s on to say t h a t " u n l i k e m o s t 
p e o p l e h i s i d e a s a r e b o t h s o u n d and e x c i t i n g . " 

O t h e r l e t t e r s in t h i s g r o u p s i n c l u d e o n e s f r o m L a w r e n c e 
H a m m o n d , " C o o r d i n a t o r of I n f o r m a t i o n , R a d i o P r o d u c t i o n D i v i s i o n 
. . . " d a t e d J u l y 5 , 1 9 4 2 and f r o m P . J . M a c y of F e d e r a l 
A d v e r t i s i n g d a t e d J u l y 3 , 1 9 4 2 . T h e s e a r e e q u a l l y p o s i t i v e 
a b o u t V i n c e n t ' s r e p u t a t i o n . 



A c o p y of t h e b l u e p r i n t of V i n c e n t ' s o f f i c e s in La 
M a i s o n F r a n ç a i s e is d a t e d S e p t e m b e r 6 , 1 9 4 0 . T h i s a p p e a r s 
to be a r e n o v a t i o n p l a n . V i n c e n t ' s o r i g i n a l o f f i c e w a s in 
T h e T i m e - L i f e B u i l d i n g , b u t he m o v e d i n t o La M a i s o n F r a n ç a i s e 
a f t e r o b t a i n i n g a f a v o r a b l e l e a s e in t h e new s t r u c t u r e . 
V i n c e n t e s t i m a t e d t h a t t h e m o v e took p l a c e in 1 9 3 7 or 3 8 . 
T h e b l u e p r i n t , h o w e v e r , r a i s e s t h e p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t t h e m o v e 
m a y h a v e t a k e n p l a c e at t h e t i m e of t h e r e n o v a t i o n in 1 9 4 0 . 

^ V i n c e n t , i n t e r v i e w , S p r i n g , 1 9 8 5 . 

^ B e r n a r d P a r i s , A P s y c h o l o g i c a l A p p r o a c h to F i c t i o n 
( B 1 o o m i n g t o n : U n i v e r s i t y of I n d i a n a P r e s s , 1 9 7 4 ), p . 4 3 - 5 2 . 

I h a v e u s e d P a r i s ' u s e f u l s u m m a t i o n of A b r a h a m M a s l o w ' s c o n c e p t 
of " s e l f - a c t u a l i z a t i o n " as d e f i n e d as " f u l f i l l m e n t of m i s s i o n , " 
p . 43 . 

^ V i n c e n t , i n t e r v i e w , S p r i n g , 1 9 8 5 . 

4 5 G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t , " T h e S t o r y of t h e N a t i o n a l V o i c e 
L i b r a r y and t h e Man W h o M a d e It," S p o k e n R e c o r d s , e d . H e l e n 
R o a c h ( M e t u c h e n , New J e r s e y : S c a r e c r o w P r e s s , 1 9 7 0 ) , p . 1 8 0 . 

^ V i n c e n t , S p o k e n R e c o r d s , p . 1 9 0 . 

A 7 V i n c e n t , S p o k e n R e c o r d s , p . 1 8 9 - 1 9 0 . 

^ " H u n t i n g L o s t V o i c e s , " P o p u l a r M e c h a n i c s ( M a r c h , 1 9 3 9 ) , 

p . 3 7 7 - 1 4 4 a ) . 

T h i s a r t i c l e d e t a i l s the r e s t o r a t i o n p r o c e d u r e and i n c l u d e s 
p h o t o g r a p h s of V i n c e n t and h i s e q u i p m e n t . 

49 

V i n c e n t , S p o k e n R e c o r d s , p . 1 8 4 . 

^ V i n c e n t , i n t e r v i e w , S p r i n g , 1 9 8 5 . 

^ V i n c e n t , S p o k e n R e c o r d s , p . 1 9 1 . 
5 2 R e v . P a u l S c h u l t e , O . M . I . , T h e F l y i n g M i s s i o n a r y (New 

Y o r k : B e n z i g e r B r o t h e r s , 1 9 3 6 ) , t r a n s l a t e d by G e o r g e N . 
S c h u s t e r . 

5 3 V i n c e n t , i n t e r v i e w , S p r i n g , 1 9 8 5 . 

54 
V i n c e n t , i n t e r v i e w , S p r i n g 1 9 8 5 . 

5 5 
16 i n c h t r a n s c r i p t i o n d i s c of V o i c e s of Y e s t e r d a y , 

s t o c k i n t r o d u c t i o n t a k e n f r o m p r o g r a m n u m b e r 1 6 , " J o s e p h 
J e f f e r s o n , " (New Y o r k : H a r r y S . G o o d m a n P r o d u c t i o n s ) . 



L e t t e r f r o m C a r r L i g g e t t to H a r r y S . G o o d m a n , D e c e m b e r 
2 3 , 1 9 3 8 r e p r o d u c e d in a p r o m o t i o n a l p a m p h l e t for V o i c e s of 
Y e s t e r d a y (New Y o r k : H a r r y S . G o o d m a n A g e n c y , 19 E . 5 3 r d . 
S t r e e t ) . 

5 7 
" V o i c e s F r o m the G r a v e , " M e c h a n i x I l l u s t r a t e d 

( S e p t e m b e r , 1 9 4 1 ) , p . 1 3 3 . 

T h i s a r t i c l e d e t a i l s the m a j o r o u t l i n e of V i n c e n t ' s l i f e and 
t e l l s s e v e r a l s t o r i e s a b o u t h i s u n u s u a l v o i c e r e c o r d i n g s . 
It a l s o r e l a t e s V i n c e n t ' s a t t e m p t s to i n t e r e s t t h e N a t i o n a l 
A r c h i v e s a n d the S m i t h s o n i a n I n s t i t u t e in h i s c o l l e c t i o n . 
Of h i s r e j e c t i o n by t h e s e i n s t i t u t i o n s , t h e a r t i c l e s t a t e s : 
" r a t h e r b i t t e r l y , V i n c e n t p u t s t h e m a l l u n d e r t h e h e a d i n g : 
L a c k of v i s i o n . " 

^ V i n c e n t , i n t e r v i e w , S p r i n g , 1 9 8 5 . 

5 Q 
" T h e y S t i l l S p e a k , " R o c k e f e l l e r C e n t e r M a g a z i n e , 

( M a r c h , 1 9 4 0 ) , p . 1 3 . ~ ~ "" 

6 0 
\l i n c e n t , , i n t e r v i e w , S p r i n g , 1 9 8 5 . 

R 1 
V i n c e n t , i n t e r v i e w , S p r i n g , 1 9 8 5 . P h o t o g r a p h s of 

V i n c e n t ' s i n t e r v i e w w i t h UJilliam L y o n P h e l p s a r e i n c l u d e d 
in t h e S e p t e m b e r , 1 9 4 1 M e c h a n i x I l l u s t r a t e d a r t i c l e . C l a u d e 
M . F u e s s , h e a d m a s t e r of P h i l l i p s A c a d e m y w a s a l s o a n o t e d 
h i s t o r i a n and a u t h o r of T h e L i f e of C a l v i n C o o l i d q e (New Y o r k : 
L i t t l e B r o w n , 1 9 4 0 ) . F u e s s r e c o r d e d an i n t r o d u c t o r y c o m m e n t a r y 
to V i n c e n t ' s V o c a r i u m r e c o r d s i s s u e of a C o o l i d g e s p e e c h . 
F u e s s a u t o g r a p h e d the C o o l i d g e v o l u m e for V i n c e n t on M a r c h 
1 5 , 1 9 4 0 . 

P r o f e s s o r P h e l p s , a p r o f e s s o r of l i t e r a t u r e at Y a l e , a u t o -
g r a p h e d a c o p y of h i s A u t o b i o g r a p h y W i t h L e t t e r s (New Y o r k : 
O x f o r d U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s ^ 19 3 9 ) : " F o r R o b e r t V i n c e n t , w i t h 
a d m i r a t i o n for h i s a r t in p r e s e r v i n g t h e h u m a n v o i c e and w i t h 
p l e a s a n t m e m o r i e s of our a s s o c i a t i o n in t h e g o o d c a u s e . " 
T h e i n s c r i p t i o n is d a t e d A p r i l , 1 9 4 0 . 

6 2 
V i n c e n t , i n t e r v i e w , S p r i n g , 1 9 8 5 . 

CT ~Z 

T h e B r i d g e p o r t H e r a l d , S u n d a y , D e c e m b e r 1 1 , 1 9 3 8 (as 
r e p r o d u c e d in V o i c e s of Y e s t e r d a y p a m p h l e t . 

6 A " G h o s t V o i c e s , " T i m e M a g a z i n e , ( A p r i l 1 0 , 1 9 3 9 ) , p . 

4 3 . ~~ 

V i n c e n t , i n t e r v i e w , S p r i n g , 1 9 8 5 . 



F u l l p a g e a d v e r t i s e m e n t for " A n t a r c t i c A d v e n t u r e " 
c l i p p e d f r o m a m a g a z i n e ( V i n c e n t c o l l e c t i o n ) . T h e t e x t 
i n c l u d e s : " N u m b e r of D a t e s A v a i l a b l e L i m i t e d . A p p l y to R o b e r t 
V i n c e n t , 6 1 0 F i f t h A v e n u e , New Y o r k , N . Y . ( T e l e p h o n e C i r c l e 
5 - 7 0 8 4 ) . 

67 
V i n c e n t , i n t e r v i e w , S p r i n g , 1 9 8 5 . A l s o , V i o l a V i n c e n t , 

i n t e r v i e w e d in N o v e m b e r , 1 9 8 7 v e r i f i e d t h e d e t a i l s of V i n c e n t ' s 
f r i e n d s h i p w i t h R y r d i n c l u d i n g t h e n a m e of R y r d ' s d o g w h i c h 
t h e y c a r e d for w h e n B y r d w a s out of t o w n . 

6 8 
L e t t e r f r o m R e a r A d m i r a l R i c h a r d E . B y r d to R o b e r t 

V i n c e n t ( c r o p p e d , no d a t e ) a p p o i n t i n g V i n c e n t " C h i e f R e c o r d i n g 
E n g i n e e r a n d A r c h i v i s t of t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s A n t a r c t i c S e r v i c e . " 
T h e a p p o i n t m e n t is " f o r a d u r a t i o n of f i v e y e a r s . " T h e l e t t e r 
is t y p e d on U n i t e d S t a t e s D e p a r t m e n t of I n t e r i o r s t a t i o n a r y . 

69 
T r a n s c r i p t i o n of a t e l e p h o n e c o n v e r s a t i o n b e t w e e n 

R i c h a r d E . B y r d and R o b e r t V i n c e n t , e x a c t d a t e u n k n o w n , 1 9 4 0 , 
( V i n c e n t c o l l e c t i o n ) . 

70 
T r a n s c r i p t i o n of O c t o b e r 2 2 , 1940 F r e d A l l e n r a d i o 

s h o w , ( V i n c e n t c o l l e c t i o n ) . 

7 1 
" A d v e n t u r e s W i t h A d m i r a l B y r d , ( p r o m o t i o n a l b o o k l e t 

d i s t r i b u t e d by H a r r y S . G o o d m a n , 1 9 4 1 ) . 

V i n c e n t in an i n t e r v i e w in t h e s p r i n g of 1 9 8 5 i n d i c a t e d t h a t 
B y r d ' s r o l e w a s p e r f o r m e d by S a n t o s O r t e g a , a New York r a d i o 
a c t o r . 

In T h e New Y o r k e r m a g a z i n e p r o f i l e , May 1 7 , 1 9 4 1 , t h e B y r d 
r a d i o s e r i e s is m e n t i o n e d . " L a t e l y , he ( V i n c e n t ) h a s b r a n c h e d 
out i n t o t h e l i t e r a r y end of r a d i o , c o l l a b o r a t i n g s e p a r a t e l y 
w i t h h i s m o t h e r and A d m i r a l B y r d , " p . 3 1 . 

72 
A d v e n t u r e s W i t h A d m i r a l B y r d , b o o k l e t , p . 1 0 . 

73 
L e g a l c o n t r a c t b e t w e e n R o b e r t V i n c e n t and H a r r y S . 

G o o d m a n , F e b r u a r y 1 0 , 1 9 4 2 . 

^ B a r b a r a H e g g i e , " P r o f i l e s : V o i c e s , " T h e New Y o r k e r , 
(May 1 7 , 1 9 4 1 ) , p . 2 4 - 3 1 . 

V i n c e n t ' s b i r t h d a t e is l i s t e d as 1 9 0 0 . R e f e r e n c e to V i n c e n t ' s 
b e i n g " a t c o l l e g e for a y e a r " in 1 9 1 5 - 1 6 is i n a c c u r a t e . A l s o , 
t h e r e is a s t a t e m e n t t h a t V i n c e n t r e c o r d e d " W i l l i a m J e n n i n g s 
B r y a n c o n d u c t i n g a B i b l e c l a s s " in M i a m i . " R e s e a r c h d o e s 
n o t s u p p o r t t h e s e s t a t e m e n t s . 

75 
H e g g i e , p . 2 4 . 

^ H e g g i e , p . 2 8 . 



77 
H e g g i e , P- 25 . 

78 „ 
H e g g i e , P . 25 . 

79 
H e g g i e , P- 25 . 

8 0 u 

H e g g i e , P- 31 . 

C h a p t e r V I I 

^ G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t , " I r v i n g B e r l i n , " p r o g r a m n u m b e r 
6 , M u s i c a l B y l i n e s ( r a d i o s e r i e s p r o d u c e d for t h e S a t e l l i t e 
P r o g r a m D e v e l o p m e n t F u n d ) , 1 9 8 2 . 

2 
R i c h a r d R . L i n g e m a n , P o n t ' Y o u K n o u T h e r e ' s a W a r O n ? 

(New Y o r k : G . P . P u t n a m ' s S o n s , 1 9 7 0 ) , p . 1 7 5 - 2 4 3 . 

^ V i n c e n t , " T h e S o n g s and S o u n d s of W o r l d W a r II," p r o g r a m 
n u m b e r 2 4 , M u s i c a l B y l i n e s . 

^ T r a n s c r i p t i o n of a t e l e p h o n e c o n v e r s a t i o n b e t w e e n R o b e r t 
V i n c e n t , h i s s i s t e r E l l e n S t r u h s , and h i s b r o t h e r - i n - l a w flrnie 
S t r u h s , D e c e m b e r 1 7 , 1 9 4 1 . 

5 N e w Y o r k W o r l d T e l e g r a m , F r e b r u a r y I B , 1 9 4 2 ( c l i p p i n g , 
p a g e u n k n o w n ) . 

V i n c e n t is s h o w n in a p h o t o g r a p h w i t h C o r p o r a l J o h n F . D u b e 
of S o u t h P o r t l a n d , M a i n e . T h e h e a d l i n e of t h e i t e m r e a d s , 
" S e r v i c e Men Send ' L i v i n g L e t t e r s ' B a c k H o m e . " 

g 

M u s i c a l B y l i n e s , p r o g r a m n u m b e r 2 4 . 

V i n c e n t d e t a i l s h i s USO t o u r . T h e r e c o r d i n g s a r e on f i l e 
at t h e N a t i o n a l V o i c e L i b r a r y , M i c h i g a n S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y , 
E a s t L a n s i n g , M I . 

7 

M u s i c a l B y l i n e s , p r o g r a m n u m b e r 2 2 . 

V i n c e n t d e t a i l s h i s m e e t i n g w i t h L i l y S t r i c k l a n d . 
Q 

E l e a n o r R o o s e v e l t , " M y D a y " c o l u m n , S u n d a y , May 2 4 , 
1 9 4 2 . 

g 
I n t e r v i e w w i t h V i n c e n t , S p r i n g , 1 9 8 5 . 

1 0 N e w Y o r k T i m e s , A u g u s t 2 0 , 1 9 4 2 ( c l i p p i n g , p a g e 

u n k n o w n ) . 

^ V i n c e n t f i l e s , c o r r e s p o n d e n c e w i t h B e r n a r d K n o l l e n b e r g , 
Y a l e L i b r a r i e s , 1 9 4 2 - 1 9 4 8 . 



12 
" V i n c e n t , V - D i s c m e m o i r ( u n p u b l i s h e d m a n u s c r i p t ) , p . 

" ^ L e t t e r f r o m E m i l C o r w i n of T h e B l u e N e t w o r k e n d o r s i n g 
V i n c e n t as "a p i o n e e r in h i s p r o f e s s i o n , " ( l e t t e r c r o p p e d , 
d a t e u n k n o w n ) . 

^ T r a n s c r i p t i o n of a t e l e p h o n e c o n v e r s a t i o n b e t w e e n 
V i n c e n t and M a j o r B o l t o n , J u n e 2 5 , 1 9 4 2 . 

" ^ V i n c e n t , V - D i s c m e m o i r , p . 3 - 4 . 

16 

c o p y of V i n c e n t ' s o r d e r s f r o m T h e W a r D e p a r t m e n t d a t e d 
J u l y 2 9 , 1 9 4 2 . T e l e g r a m f r o m M a j o r L e w i s , J u l y 3 1 , 1 9 4 2 . 

17 
R i c h a r d S . S e a r s , V - D i s c s : A H i s t o r y and D i s c o q r a p h y 

(UJestport, C N: G r e e n w o o d P r e s s , 1 9 8 0 ) , p . x x v - x x v i . 

18 c 
b e a r s , xx v 1 1 . 

19 c 

b e a r s , xx v 1 1 . 

20 
V i n c e n t V - D i s c m e m o i r , p . 3 . 

21 
V i n c e n t , V - D i s c m e m o i r , p . 4 . 

22 
S e a r s x x v i - x x v i i . 

2 3 
I n t e r v i e w w i t h G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t , F e b r u a r y , 1 9 8 1 . 

24 Q 

S e a r s , x x v - x x v i . 

25 
I n t e r v i e w w i t h V i n c e n t , F e b r u a r y , 1 9 8 1 . 

2 6 c 
b e a r s , xx v . 

27 
V i n c e n t , V - D i s c m e m o i r , p . 4 . 

2 8 
V i n c e n t , V - D i s c m e m o i r , p . 4 . 

29 

V i n c e n t , V - D i s c m e m o i r , p . 4 - 5 . 

^ ^ V i n c e n t , V - D i s c m e m o i r , p . 5 

^ L e t t e r f r o m M a j o r H . A . L e w i s to L t . R o b e r t V i n c e n t , 
N o v e m b e r 1 6 , 1 9 4 2 . 

32 
L e t t e r f r o m L e w i s to V i n c e n t , A u g u s t 3 , 1 9 4 2 . 

3 3 V i n c e n t , V - D i s c m e m o i r , p . 6 . 

34 c 

b e a r s , x x x i - x x x v . 



3 5 V i n c e n t , V - D i s c m e m o i r , p . 6 . 

36 c 

S e a r s , x x x n . 

37 
I n t e r v i e w w i t h G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t , F e b r u a r y , 1 9 8 1 . 

3 8 
' P e r s o n a l r e c o r d c o l l e c t i o n of V - D i s c m a t e r i a l , D o u g l a s 

E . C o l l a r . 

39 
I n t e r v i e w w i t h G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t , F e b r u a r y , 1 9 8 1 . 

"'"'Evidence of t h i s is h e a r d on a t r a n s c r i p t i o n d i s c 
of an a f t e r h o u r s " s e s s i o n " r e c o r d e d at V - D i s c h e a d q u a r t e r s . 
T o n y J a n a k , S t e v e S h o a l s , a n d a n o t h e r u n i d e n t i f i e d v o i c e a r e 
r e a d i n g f r o m the u n e x p u r g a t e d m e m o i r s of F r a n k H a r r i s . T h e 
r i b a l d and j o y f u l p r o c e e d i n g s are p u n c t u a t e d by V i n c e n t ' s 
v o i c e f r o m t h e c o n t r o l r o o m . T h e r e c o r d i n g e n d s w i t h an a 
c a p p e l l a r e n d i t i o n of " F r i e n d s h i p . " 

"''"Interview w i t h G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t , F e b r u a r y , 1 9 8 1 . 

^ S e a r s , x i v . 

^ ^ L e t t e r f r o m B r i g a d i e r G e n e r a l S . C . G o d f r e y , H e a d -
q u a r t e r s C h i n a B u r m a I n d i a Air S e r v i c e C o m m a n d to C a p t a i n 
R o b e r t V i n c e n t , S e p t e m b e r 1 2 , 1 9 4 4 . 

4 4 I n t e r v i e w w i t h G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t , F e b r u a r y , 1 9 8 1 . 

4 5 I n t e r v i e w w i t h V i n c e n t , F e b r u a r y , 1 9 8 1 . 

'^AP n e w s s t o r y , " V - D i s c s P r o v e M o r a l e L i f t e r s F o r 
S e r v i c e m e n , " O c t o b e r 2 8 , 1 9 4 4 . 

4 7 A P , O c t o b e r 2 8 , 1 9 4 4 . 

48 
I n t e r v i e w w i t h V i n c e n t , F e b r u a r y , 1 9 8 1 . 

49 
M a j o r S a z a m a ' s l e t t e r Is c i t e d in p a r t in t h e AP n e w s 

s t o r y , O c t o b e r 2 8 , 1 9 4 4 . 

5 0 
L e t t e r f r o m " S p i k e " J o n e s , b a n d l e a d e r , to C a p t a i n 

R o b e r t V i n c e n t , F e b r u a r y 7 , 1 9 4 5 . 

51 
I n t e r v i e w w i t h V i n c e n t , F e b r u a r y , 1 9 8 1 . 

52 
L e t t e r f r o m S e r g e a n t G e o r g e R h e t t B u t l e r to C a p t a i n 

R o b e r t V i n c e n t , O c t o b e r 6 , 1 9 4 5 . 

^ S e a r s , l x x v - l x x v i i . 

5 4 V i n c e n t , V - D i s c m e m o i r , p . 1 2 . 



I n t e r i v e w w i t h V i n c e n t , F e b r u a r y , 1 9 8 1 . 

56 

V i n c e n t , V - D i s c m e m o i r , p . 1 1 - 1 2 . 

T h i s i n c i d e n t w a s a l s o t o l d in d e t a i l by V i n c e n t on M u s i c a l B y l i n e s , p r o g r a m n u m b e r 3 . 

57 
S e a r s , p . 9 1 8 . 

58 
V i n c e n t , V - D i s c m e m o i r , P- 12 . 

59 
V i n c e n t , V - D i s c m e m o i r , P- 12 . 

60 
V i n c e n t , V - D i s c m e m o i r , P . 12 . 

61 
V i n c e n t , V - D i s c m e m o i r , P . 12 . 

62 
V i n c e n t , V - D i s c m e m o i r , P- 1 2 . 

63 
V i n c e n t , V - D i s c m e m o i r , P . 1 4 . 

64 
V i n c e n t , V - d i s c m e m o i r , P . 14 . 

65 
S e a r s , p . 2 9 6 - 2 9 7 . 

66 
" R a d i o R e v i e w s , " V a r i e t y » W e d n 

l a r g e p h o t o c o p y a t t a c h e d to c o p y of m e m o r a n d u m f r o m L t . C o l o n e l 
H o w a r d C . B r o n s o n to A s s i s t a n t D i r e c t o r F o r A S F , W D R P R (War 
D e p a r t m e n t B u r e a u of P u b l i c R e l a t i o n s ) , N o v e m b e r 2 4 , 1 9 4 4 . 

67 

68 

V i n c e n t , V - D i s c m e m o i r , p . 14 

S e a r s , p . 2 9 6 . 

69 
M e m o r a n d u m f r o m A . D . C l a r k , A s s i s t a n t to D i r e c t o r , 

A S F , W D B P R to L t . C o l o n e l H o w a r d C . B r o n s o n , N o v e m b e r 1 5 , 
1 9 4 4 . 

70 
M e m o r a n d u m f r o m L t . C o l o n e l B r o n s o n to L t . C o l o n e l 

C l a r k , N o v e m b e r 2 4 , 1 9 4 4 . 

71 
V a r i e t y r e v i e w , A u g u s t 2 , 1 9 4 4 

A l s o in N e w s w e e k on A u g u s t 14 it w a s n o t e d t h a t " t h e n e t w o r k 
a l s o got a t o p - f l i g h t p r o g r a m for t h e m i n o r c o s t s of t e c h n i -
c i a n s and a i r t i m e . " N e w s w e e k , A u g u s t 2 , 1 9 4 4 , p . 9 6 . 

72 

S e a r s , p . 2 9 6 - 3 2 3 . 

T h i s is an i n c l u s i v e l i s t i n g of p r o g r a m s p e r s o n n e l , and s o n g s . 



7 3 T h e New Y o r k T i m e s M a g a z i n e , M a r c h 2 2 , 1 9 6 4 , p . 7 4 . 

V i n c e n t p r o m u l g a t e d the s t o r y t h a t V - D i s c s w e r e n a m e d a f t e r 
h i m s e l f . " E v e r y b o d y t h i n k s t h a t t h e y w e r e V - f o r - V i c t o r y d i s c s . 
A c t u a l l y I n a m e d t h e m a f t e r m y s e l f V - f o r - V i n c e n t , " s a y s V i n c e n t 
in t h e a r t i c l e . 

74 
D i s c u s s i o n w i t h S t a n K u w i c k , f o r m e r e n l i s t e d m a n and 

V - D i s c a f i c i e n a d o , at t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l A s s o c i a t i o n of J a z z 
R e c o r d C o l l e c t o r s A n n u a l C o n v e n t i o n , D e t r o i t , M i c h i g a n , A u g u s t 
1 4 , 1 9 8 2 . K u w i c k o f f e r e d h i s o p i n i o n to t h i s i n t e r v i e w e r 
t h a t V i n c e n t " w a s for t h e e n l i s t e d m a n " and t h a t V - D i s c s 
r e f l e c t e d a s y m p a t h y for t h e y o u n g G . I . ' s t a s t e s and i n t e r e s t s 
in m u s i c . 

75 
V i n c e n t ' s r e s p e c t for h i s w i f e ' s a b i l i t i e s is e x e m p l i -

fied in h i s u s i n g her as t h e c o n t a c t p e r s o n in a t e l e p h o n e 
r e q u e s t to the P e n t a g o n f o r a p a r t i c u l a r p i e c e of e l e c t r o n i c 
e q u i p m e n t n e e d e d in N u r e m b e r g in 1 9 4 5 . V i o l a V i n c e n t w a s 
f l o w n to W a s h i n g t o n on s h o r t n o t i c e b e c a u s e V i n c e n t i n s i s t e d 
t h a t she w a s t h e o n l y p e r s o n w h o w o u l d u n d e r s t a n d w h a t e q u i p -
m e n t he n e e d e d f r o m t h e i r V o c a r i u m S t u d i o . I r o n i c a l l y , M r s . 
V i n c e n t w a s not a l l o w e d to s p e a k to h e r h u s b a n d b e c a u s e "a 
w o m a n ' s v o i c e " w o u l d " n o t be u n d e r s t o o d o v e r t h e t r a n s c o n t i -
n e n t a l l i n e s . " D u r i n g h i s c o n v e r s a t i o n w i t h V i n c e n t , t h e 
P e n t a g o n o f f i c e r c o u l d n o t u n d e r s t a n d w h a t V i n c e n t w a n t e d , 
so it w a s d e c i d e d t h a t V i n c e n t s h o u l d fly to New Y o r k to p i c k 
up the i t e m h i m s e l f . 

7 6 L i f e M a g a z i n e , O c t o b e r 1 8 , 1 9 4 3 , p . 1 1 7 - 1 2 4 . 

77 
I n t e r v i e w w i t h K e n n e t h V i n c e n t , J u l y , 1 9 8 6 . 

7 8 
V i n c e n t , V - D i s c m e m o i r , p . 1 0 - 1 1 . 

79 
V i n c e n t , V - D i s c m e m o i r , p . 1 4 . 

8 0 
D u r i n g 1 9 4 4 , R a s i e ' s f o r m e r t e n o r s a x o p h o n e s t a r -

L e s t e r Y o u n g - w a s i n c a r c e r a t e d at C a m p L e e , V i r g i n i a . W h i l e 
at C a m p L e e , Y o u n g s u f f e r e d a n e r v o u s b r e a k d o w n a f t e r r a c i s t 
t r e a t m e n t by a s o u t h e r n o f f i c e r . Y o u n g w a s n o t a l l o w e d to 
p l a y in t h e C a m p L e e b a n d . He s u b s e q u e n t l y w a s d i s c h a r g e d 
and r e t u r n e d to t h e jazz s c e n e b u t w a s p e r m a n e n t l y s c a r r e d 
by h i s m i l i t a r y e x p e r i e n c e s . 

81 

V i n c e n t , V - D i s c m e m o i r , p . 1 4 . 

^ S e a r s , p . 3 1 5 . 

T h e d a t e of t h e B a s i e b r o a d c a s t w a s O c t o b e r 3 0 , 1 9 4 4 . 
I n t e r i v e w w i t h G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t , F e b r u a r y , 1 9 8 1 . 



8 4 V i n c e n t , V - D i s c m e m o i r , p . 1 5 . 

8 5 
I n t e r v i e w w i t h G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t , F e b r u a r y , 1 9 8 1 . 

8 6 
V i n c e n t , V - D i s c m e m o i r , p . 1 5 . 

8 7 
V i n c e n t , V - D i s c m e m o i r , p . 1 6 . 

8 8 
T h e r e a r e p h o t o g r a p h s of t h i s e v e n t in V i n c e n t ' s 

c o l l e c t i o n , i n c l u d i n g a s h o t of G e n e r a l B y r o n c u t t i n g t h e 
V - D i s c c a k e . 

89 
V i n c e n t , V - D i s c m e m o i r s , p . 1 5 . 

90 
V i n c e n t , V - d i s c m e m o i r , p . 1 7 . 

91 
V i n c e n t , V - D i s c m e m o i r , p . 1 7 . 

9 2 
" S t a r s on P a r a d e " c a r b o n c o p y of t h r e e p a g e m e m o r a n d a , 

N o v e m b e r 5 , 1 9 4 4 . 

9 3 
L e t t e r f r o m E d g a r B e r g a n to C o r p o r a l H u r d l e , O c t o b e r 

2 4 , 1 9 4 4 . 

9 4 
M e m o r a n d u m f r o m C a p t a i n R o b e r t V i n c e n t to t h e D i r e c t o r , 

S p e c i a l S e r v i c e s D i v i s i o n , O c t o b e r 1 2 , 1 9 4 4 , p . 2 - 3 . 

9 5 
S e a r s , p . 3 2 0 . 

96 
S e a r s , p . 3 2 0 - 3 2 3 . 

97 
V i n c e n t , V - D i s c m e m o i r , p . 1 8 . 

98 
L e t t e r f r o m M a j o r G e n e r a l J o s e p h 111. B y r o n to C a p t a i n 

R o b e r t V i n c e n t , D e c e m b e r 1 5 , 1 9 4 4 . 

99 
L e t t e r f r o m W . J . W a l l e r to C a p t a i n R o b e r t V i n c e n t , 

D e c e m b e r 2 8 , 1 9 4 4 . 

^ ^ V i n c e n t , V - D i s c m e m o i r , p . 1 8 - 1 9 . 

^ ^ V i n c e n t , " T h i r t y F i v e Y e a r s A g o , " U n i t e d N a t i o n s 
m e m o i r , u n p u b l i s h e d m a n u s c r i p t , p . 3 . 

102 
V i n c e n t , U n i t e d N a t i o n s m e m o i r , p . 4 . 

^ ^ L e t t e r f r o m S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e E d w a r d R . S t e t t i n i u s 
to C a p t a i n R o b e r t V i n c e n t , A p r i l 1 7 , 1 9 4 5 . 

V i n c e n t , U n i t e d N a t i o n s m e m o i r , p . 5 . 

V i n c e n t , U n i t e d N a t i o n s m e m o i r , p . 5 - 6 . 



V i n c e n t , U n i t e d N a t i o n s m e m o i r , p . 7 - 8 . 

107 
L e t t e r f r o m E u g e n e W . M o o r e to C a p t a i n R o b e r t V i n c e n t , 

J u n e 1 8 , 1 9 4 5 . 

1 0 ^ M o o r e l e t t e r . 

1 0 ^ V i n c e n t , U n i t e d N a t i o n s m e m o i r , p . 12 . 

V i n c e n t , U n i t e d N a t i o n s m e m o i r , p . 17 . 

^ ^ V i n c e n t , U n i t e d N a t i o n s m e m o i r , p . 19 . 

1 1 2 V i n c e n t , U n i t e d N a t i o n s m e m o i r , p . 2 0 . 

1 1 3 V i nc en t , U n i t e d N a t i o n s m e m o i r , p . 21 . 

1 V I n c e n t , U n i t e d N a t i o n s m e m o i r , p . 14 . 

I n t e r i v e w w i t h G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t , A u g u s t , 1 9 8 2 . 

116... , 
V i n c e n t , U n i t e d N a t i o n s m e m o i r , p . 15 . 

1 1 7 V i n c e n t , U n i t e d N a t i o n s m e m o i r , p . 1 5 . 

1 1 8 T , 
I n t e r i v e w w i t h G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t , A u g u s t , 1 9 8 2 . 

1 1 0 I n t e r v i e w w i t h G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t , A u g u s t , 1 9 8 2 . 

12 0 c 

S e a r s , x i v i - x i v n . 

1 2 1 S e a r s , l x x x v i . 

"'"^Citation for L e g i o n of M e r i t a w a r d e d to M a j o r G e o r g e 

R . V i n c e n t . 

12 3 
V i n c e n t , V - D i s c m e m o i r , p . 1 9 . 

1 2 4 V i n c e n t ' s p r o m o t i o n to M a j o r w a s e f f e c t i v e on 
S e p t e m b e r 2 9 , 1 9 4 5 a c c o r d i n g to t h e e x t r a c t of h i s p r o m o t i o n . 

12 5 
O n May 1 9 , 1 9 4 5 S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e S t e t t i n i u s w r o t e 

an a p p r e c i a t i v e l e t t e r to V i n c e n t s t a t i n g t h a t he h a s " h e a r d 
m a n y f a v o r a b l e c o m m e n t s on t h e i n g e n u i t y and e n e r g y " w i t h 
w h i c h V i n c e n t and h i s s t a f f w e r e a c c o m p l i s h i n g " t h i s d i f f i c u l t 
s o u n d d o c u m e n t a t i o n of t h e p r o c e e d i n g s . " 

12 6 
L e t t e r f r o m F r a n c i s B i d d l e to S e c r e t a r y S t e t t i n i u s , 

J a n u a r y 1 5 , 1 9 4 6 . 

12 7 
I n t e r v i e w w i t h G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t , S p r i n g , 1 9 8 5 . 

I n t e r v i e w w i t h G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t , S p r i n g , 1 9 8 5 . 



L e t t e r f r o m J u s t i c e R o b e r t H . J a c k s o n to R o b e r t 
V i n c e n t , A u g u s t 2 0 , 1 9 4 6 . 

1 3 ^ T h i s p h r a s e w a s u s e d in a h e a d l i n e f r o m a n e w s p a p e r 
c l i p p i n g (no s o u r c e or d a t e ) in R o b e r t V i n c e n t ' s s c r a p b o o k . 
It is a p a r t of a m o n t a g e of n e w s a c c o u n t s of V i n c e n t ' s r o l e 
as U n i t e d N a t i o n s S o u n d and R e c o r d i n g E n g i n e e r . 

C h a p t e r V I I I 

^ I n t e r v i e w w i t h G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t , S p r i n g , 1 9 8 5 . 

2 
I n t e r v i e w , S p r i n g , 1 9 8 5 . 

^ B e n d i x A v i a t i o n C o r p o r a t i o n a d v e r t i s e m e n t , T i m e , A p r i l 
2 9 , 1 9 4 6 , p . 7 1 . 

^ T r i c o P r o d u c t s a d v e r t i s e m e n t , T i m e , A p r i l 2 9 , 1 9 4 6 , 
p . 9 5 . 

5 
I n t e r v i e w w i t h V i o l a V i n c e n t , A p r i l 8 , 1 9 8 8 . 

V i n c e n t a l s o t o l d a s i m i l a r v e r s i o n of t h i s i n c i d e n t in t h e 
S p r i n g , 1 9 8 5 i n t e r v i e w s . 

B " U N d i s t i n g u i s h e d V o i c e s , " T i m e , A p r i l 2 9 , 1 9 4 6 , p . 5 6 . 

7 
T i m e , p . 5 6 . 

g 
I n t e r v i e w w i t h V i n c e n t , S p r i n g , 1 9 8 5 . 

g 
I n t e r v i e w w i t h V i n c e n t , S p r i n g , 1 9 8 5 . 

^ V i n c e n t , " T h i r t y F i v e Y e a r s A g o , " U n i t e d N a t i o n s m e m o i r , 
u n p u b l i s h e d m a n u s c r i p t , p . 9 . 

^ V i n c e n t , U n i t e d N a t i o n s m e m o i r , p . 1 8 . 

12 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s I n t e r o f f i c e M e m o r a n d u m , f r o m D a v i d B . 

V a u g h a n to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , A p r i l 1 6 , 1 9 4 7 . 
1 3 U n i t e d N a t i o n s N o t i f i c a t i o n of P e r s o n n e l A c t i o n to 

R o b e r t V i n c e n t , May 6 , 1 9 4 7 . 

1 4 L e t t e r f r o m C . R . W a l g r e e n to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , F e b r u a r y 
1 1 , 1 9 4 7 . 

15 
T r a n s c r i p t i o n s of t h e s e r e a d i n g s a r e l o c a t e d in t h e 

p r i v a t e c o l l e c t i o n of G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t . 



I n t e r v i e w w i t h V i o l a V i n c e n t , A p r i l 8 , 1 9 8 8 . 

17 
I n t e r v i e w w i t h V i o l a V i n c e n t , A p r i l 8 , 1 9 8 8 . 

V i n c e n t ' s i m p a t i e n c e w a s w e l l - k n o w n . H i s U . S . A r m y s e r v i c e 
r e c o r d c o n t a i n s a m e m o r a n d u m to M a j o r T h o m a s L e w i s f r o m an 
o f f i c e r w h o i n t e r v i e w e d V i n c e n t for h i s c o m m i s s i o n a p p l i c a t i o n . 
He n o t e d : " T h i s m a n is v e r y p e r s i s t e n t , b u t I c a n n o t b l a m e 
h i m for t h a t . " D a t e d J u l y 2 , 1 9 4 2 . 

18 
P a m p h l e t a d v e r t i s i n g " C o m p l e t e S o u n d and R e c o r d i n g 

S e r v i c e , " T h e N a t i o n a l V o c a r i u m , 61D F i f t h A v e . , New Y o r k 
2 0 , N . Y . 

T h i s p o s t - w a r a d v e r t i s i n g p u b l i c a t i o n m e n t i o n s V i n c e n t ' s w a r 
s e r v i c e and i n c l u d e s a p h o t o g r a p h of V i n c e n t t a l k i n g to 
R e i c h s m a r s c h a l l G o e r i n g as w e l l as f a c s i m i l e l e t t e r s f r o m 
c l i e n t s . 

19 
O l i v e r R e a d and W a l t e r L . W e l c h , F r o m T i n f o i l to S t e r e o 

(New Y o r k , B o b b s - M e r r i 1 1 C o m p a n y , I n c . , 1 9 5 9 ) , p . 3 3 9 . 

" . . . C o l u m b i a a n n o u n c e d its new l o n g - p l a y i n g r e c o r d s . . 
. in t h e s p r i n g of 1 9 4 8 . 

2 0 
G e r a l d E m m a n u e l S t e r n , M c L u h a n , H o t and C o o l (New Y o r k : 

T h e New A m e r i c a n L i b r a r y , 1 9 6 9 ). 

21 
I n t e r v i e w w i t h V i n c e n t , S p r i n g , 1 9 8 5 . 

V i n c e n t ' s f r i e n d s h i p w i t h W . C . H a n d y is a l s o d o c u m e n t e d in 
" W . C . H a n d y , " p r o g r a m n u m b e r 1 , M u s i c a l B y l i n e s ( r a d i o s e r i e s 
p r o d u c e d f o r t h e S a t e l l i t e P r o g r a m D e v e l o p m e n t F u n d ) , 1 9 8 2 . 

2 2 
I n t e r i v e w w i t h V i n c e n t , S p r i n g , 1 9 8 5 . 

2 3 
L e t t e r f r o m C l e a n t h B r o o k s to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , May 3 1 , 

1 9 4 9 . 

^ L e t t e r s of a p p o i n t m e n t f r o m t h e Y a l e L i b r a r y to R o b e r t 
V i n c e n t i n d i c a t e t h a t h i s l a s t y e a r as c u r a t o r of t h e Y a l e 
V o i c e L i b r a r y w a s 1 9 4 8 - 4 9 . 

2 5 
In t h e S p r i n g , 1 9 8 5 i n t e r v i e w V i n c e n t f e l t t h a t Y a l e 

had " r e n e g e d " on t h e i r a g r e e m e n t to h o u s e t h e c o l l e c t i o n . 
He t h o u g h t t h a t l a c k of s p a c e and a s h i f t in p o s t - w a r e n r o l l -
m e n t s w e r e f a c t o r s . 

2 6 
C o r r e s p o n d e n c e b e t w e e n V i n c e n t and Y a l e i n d i c a t e s t h a t 

p l a n s for t h e v o i c e l i b r a r y r e o p e n e d in A u g u s t of 1 9 4 7 a f t e r 
a f o u r y e a r h i a t u s . A six p o i n t l e t t e r f r o m D a v i d C l i f t , 
A s s o c i a t e L i b r a r i a n at Y a l e , to R o b e r t V i n c e n t o u t l i n e d an 
a g r e e m e n t for t h e o p e r a t i o n and o u t f i t t i n g of t h e v o i c e 
l i b r a r y . 



L e t t e r f r o m D a v i d C l i f t to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , May G , 1 9 4 9 . 

2 8 
L e t t e r f r o m J a m e s T . B a b b , L i b r a r i a n at Y a l e , to R o b e r t 

V i n c e n t , D e c e m b e r 1 0 , 1 9 4 8 . 

29 
I n t e r v i e w w i t h V i o l a V i n c e n t , A p r i l 8 , 1 9 8 8 . 

^ I n t e r v i e w w i t h G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t , S p r i n g 1 9 8 5 . 

3"^"Lin Y u t a n g , " W h o ' s W h o in P e r s o n (film p r o d u c e d by 
G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t ) , 1 9 5 2 . 

3 2 
L e t t e r f r o m R o b e r t V i n c e n t to E l l i o t t K o n e , D i r e c t o r 

of t h e Y a l e A u d i o V i s u a l C e n t e r , J u n e 1 6 , 1 9 5 3 . 

3 3 V i n c e n t took up t h i s p r o j e c t s e r i o u s l y in I 9 6 0 by g o i n g 
to New Y o r k C i t y to c o l l e c t s t i l l p h o t o g r a p h s for t h e d o c u -
m e n t a r y f r o m s e v e r a l m u s e u m s and a r c h i v e s . S o m e f o o t a g e w a s 
s h o t , b u t V i n c e n t did not c o m p l e t e t h e R o o s e v e l t f i l m u n t i l 
1 9 7 3 as a f i f t e e n - m i n u t e s e g m e n t of t h e " R o b V i n c e n t ' s A l m a n a c " 
s e r i e s . 

""^Vincent is a c k n o w l e d g e d as a c o n t r i b u t o r to I C a n H e a r 
It Now on t h e l i n e r n o t e s to the a l b u m , c o p y r i g h t 1 9 4 9 , 
C o l u m b i a R e c o r d s . 

T h e a c k n o w l e d g e m e n t r e a d s : " R D R E R T V I N C E N T , w h o h a s o n e of 
t h e f i n e s t h i s t o r i c a l r e c o r d c o l l e c t i o n s in t h e w o r l d and 
w h o s u p p l i e d us w i t h m u c h m a t e r i a l . " 

3 ^ B i l l b o a r d , c l i p p i n g , A u g u s t 4 , 1 9 5 1 . 

" A l b u m is n a r r a t e d by F r e d r i c M a r c h w i t h m u s i c a l b a c k g r o u n d s 
by N a t h a n i e l S h i l k r e t . S o u n d s c o n t a i n e d in t h e a l b u m a r e 
c u l l e d f r o m t h e G e o r g e R o b e r t V i n c e n t c o l l e c t i o n of m o r e t h a n 
2 , 0 0 0 v o i c e s . M a n y of t h e m c o m e f r o m e a r l y E d i s o n r o l l s . " 

3 6 
H a r k t h e Y e a r s w a s n o t a f i n a n c i a l s u c c e s s for V i n c e n t 

as i n d i c a t e d by a h a n d w r i t t e n n o t e ( u n d a t e d ) f r o m F r e d r i c 
M a r c h to V i n c e n t u p o n n e w s of t h e M i c h i g a n S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y 
r e i s s u e of t h e a l b u m in 1 9 6 3 . 

M a r c h w r o t e : " T o o bad you g o t so r o y a l l y s c r e w e d (we b o t h 
d i d ) on H a r k t h e Y e a r s - you did a g r e a t j o b on it and d e s e r v e d 
m u c h b e t t e r . " 

M a r c h a p p a r e n t l y a g r e e d to do t h e n a r r a t i o n on a p r o j e c t e d 
V o l u m e I I . In a n o t h e r h a n d w r i t t e n n o t e to V i n c e n t , M a r c h 
w r o t e : " N o w t h a t I'm o l d e r I'm s u r e I can do a b e t t e r job 
on the a l b u m ! I'm a n x i o u s to t a c k l e it a g a i n . " 

I n t e r v i e w w i t h V i n c e n t , S p r i n g , 1 9 8 5 . 



L e t t e r f r o m F r e d e r i c k L e w i s A l l e n to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , 
A p r i l 1 2 , 1 9 5 0 . 

39 
A l l e n l e t t e r . 

40 
T h e T i t a n p r o m o t i o n a l b o o k l e t , U n i t e d A r t i s t s 

C o r p o r a t i o n , 1 9 5 0 . 

41 
I n t e r v i e w w i t h V i n c e n t , S p r i n g , 1 9 8 5 . 

42 
V i n c e n t u s e d f o i l s in h i s l a t e r r a d i o s e r i e s , S p i n 

B a c k t h e Y e a r s and M u s i c a l B y l i n e s . 

4 3 
L e t t e r f r o m J o h n H . M i t c h e l l , V i c e - P r e s i d e n t of S c r e e n 

G e m s , I n c . 

44 
V i n c e n t T e r r a c e , E n c y c l o p e d i a of T e l e v i s i o n , V o l u m e 

I (New Y o r k : R a s e l i n e P r o d u c t i o n s , 1 9 8 6 ) , p . 3 4 7 . 

P e r s o n To P e r s o n d e b u t e d on C B S on O c t o b e r 2 , 1 9 5 3 . 

4 5 
I n t e r v i e w w i t h V i o l a V i n c e n t , A p r i l 8 , 1 9 8 8 . 

4 B T h e F l o w e r of H a p p i n e s s f i l m s o u n d t r a c k , a G . R o b e r t 
V i n c e n t P r o d u c t i o n , 1 9 5 2 . 

4 ^ T h e F l o w e r of H a p p i n e s s c r e d i t s . 

48 
I n t e r v i e w w i t h G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t , S p r i n g , 1 9 8 5 . 

V i n c e n t l o v e d to t e l l s t o r i e s of " t h e s c r e w b a l l s " he w o r k e d 
w i t h . S o s e n k o ' s " p l a n " w a s a sick j o k e w h i c h V i n c e n t e n j o y e d 
b u t did n o t t a k e s e r i o u s l y . A d e t a i l e d i n s i g h t i n t o S o s e n k o ' s 
p r o f e s s i o n a l w o r k h a b i t s e x i s t s in V i n c e n t ' s d i a r y of a t r i p 
to New Y o r k C i t y in 1 9 6 0 to o b t a i n s t i l l p h o t o g r a p h s for t h e 
f i l m on T h e o d o r e R o o s e v e l t . 

49 
I n t e r v i e w w i t h V i o l a V i n c e n t , A p r i l 8 , 1 9 8 8 . 

^ C o n t r a c t b e t w e e n M i l t o n U n d e r d o w n and R o b e r t V i n c e n t , 
J u l y 1 5 , 1 9 5 2 . 

51 
C o n t r a c t b e t w e e n S t e r l i n g T e l e v i s i o n C o . I n c . and R o b e r t 

V i n c e n t , O c t o b e r 6 , 1 9 5 2 . 

52 
L e t t e r f r o m C l i p B o u t e l l to G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t , N o v e m b e r 

2 8 , 1 9 5 1 . 

53 
V i n c e n t e n j o y e d w o r k i n g w i t h c r e a t i v e , i n t e r e s t i n g 

p e o p l e . W h i l e he c o u l d be d e m a n d i n g , V i n c e n t w a s l o y a l o n c e 
he w a s c o n f i d e n t in the p e o p l e he p l a c e d h i s t r u s t i n . He 
w o r k e d b e s t in an e n s e m b l e of f r i e n d s . he c u l t i v a t e d " c o n -
t a c t s " in t h e m e d i a f i e l d t h r o u g h o u t h i s c a r e e r a n d , in 
c o n t e m p o r a r y t e r m s , w a s v e r y e f f e c t i v e at " n e t w o r k i n g . " 



In h i s I 9 6 0 c o r r e s p o n d e n c e f r o m New Y o r k , V i n c e n t 
r e c o g n i z e s t h e l i m i t a t i o n s of h i s s m a l l - t i m e o p e r a t i o n . A 
c o n s t a n t t h e m e in V i n c e n t ' s p o s t - W o r l d W a r p r o d u c t i o n s is 
the l a c k of s u f f i c i e n t o p e r a t i n g c a p i t a l . 

5 5 S t u d s T e r k e l , T h e G o o d W a r : An O r a l H i s t o r y of W o r l d 
W a r II (New Y o r k : P a n t h e o n B o o k s , 1 9 8 4 ) , a u t h o r ' s n o t e . 

5 6 
J i m H a r m o n , T h e G r e a t R a d i o C o m e d i a n s ( G a r d e n C i t y , 

New Y o r k : D o u b l e d a y , 1 9 7 0 ) , p . 1 8 3 . 

H a r m o n c i t e s A l l e n ' s c o m m e n t s f r o m h i s b o o k T r e a d m i l l to 
O b l i v i o n : " . . . t h e e w a s a c e r t a i n t y p e of i m a g i n a t i v e c o m e d y 
t h a t c o u l d be w r i t t e n for and p e r f o r m e d o n l y on r a d i o . " 

57 
E d i s o n P i o n e e r s 3 6 t h A n n u a l M e e t i n g , p r o g r a m , W a l d o r f -

A s t o r i a H o t e l , New York C i t y , F e b r u a r y 6 , 1 9 5 4 . 

R o b e r t V i n c e n t is l i s t e d as an a s s o c i a t e m e m b e r . 

5 8 
V i n c e n t ' s i n t e r v i e w is h e a r d in p a r t on M u s i c a l B y l i n e s 

p r o g r a m n u m b e r 7 . A l s o , V i n c e n t i n t e r v i e w , S p r i n g , 1 9 8 5 . 

59 
I n t e r v i e w w i t h V i n c e n t , S p r i n g , 1 9 8 5 . 

6 0 R e c e i p t , A D T F C , New Y o r k C h a p t e r to R o b e r t V i n c e n t 
for d u e s , J u n e 1 1 , 1 9 5 3 . 

L e t t e r f r o m " E . R . , " E x e c u t i v e B o a r d A D T F C to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , 
J u n e 5 , 1 9 5 3 . T h i s f o r m l e t t e r a n n o u n c e s t h a t V i n c e n t h a s 
" b e e n a c c e p t e d as a r e g u l a r m e m b e r in t h e c a p a c i t y of 
s o u n d m a n . " 

6 1 
I n t e r v i e w w i t h V i o l a V i n c e n t , A p r i l 8 , 1 9 8 8 . 

6 2 
I n t e r v i e w w i t h V i o l a V i n c e n t , A p r i l 8 , 1 9 8 8 . 

6 3 
L e t t e r f r o m L . W o l f e G i l b e r t to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , J u n e 

1 6 , 1 9 5 4 . 

^ I n t e r v i e w w i t h V i o l a V i n c e n t , A p r i l 8 , 1 9 8 8 . 

6 5 
I n t e r v i e w w i t h V i o l a V i n c e n t , A p r i l 8 , 1 9 8 8 . 

V i n c e n t a l s o k e p t a p h o t o g r a p h a l b u m of a H a y d e n , S t o n e s o c i a l 
e v e n t for c l i e n t s . V i n c e n t a s s e m b l e d t h e p i c t u r e s in a H a y d e n , 
S t o n e f o l i o d a t e d 1 9 5 9 . 



In a p e r s o n a l l e t t e r to f r i e n d s in F l o r i d a d a t e d A p r i l 
2 4 , 1 9 6 1 , V i n c e n t d e s c r i b e s p r o g r e s s on t h e new p l a n t . He 
w r o t e : " . . . t h e p r e s e n t q u a r t e r s of G u i l d M a s t e r C o r p . 
a r e n o t a d e q u a t e to h a n d l e t h i s h u g e a m o u n t of w o r k , so we 
p l a n n e d to b u i l d our own 1 0 , G O D s q u a r e f o o t p l a n t on t h e 4^ 
a c r e s of l a n d t h a t we r e c e n t l y a c q u i r e d , a d j a c e n t to t h e 
V e n t u r a F r e e w a y . A n d , of c o u r s e , it w a s I w h o t o o k on t h e 
a s s i g n m e n t to e r e c t it and t a k e c a r e of t h e m y r i a d d e t a i l s 
n e c e s s a r y f o r s u c h a p r o j e c t - n o t t h e l e a s t of w h i c h w a s 
r a i s i n g $ 4 0 , 0 0 0 . " 

67 
I n t e r v i e w w i t h V i o l a V i n c e n t , A p r i l 8 , 1 9 8 8 . 

6 8 
T h e S a n t a M o n i c a E v e n i n g O u t l o o k , N o v e m b e r 4 , 1 9 6 0 , 

p . 2 1 . 

B r e n t w o o d P r o d u c t i o n s , t h e f i c t i t i o u s f i r m n a m e f o r t h e new 
p r o d u c t i o n c o m p a n y , w a s f i l e d and n o t a r i z e d on May 1 8 , 1 9 6 0 . 
t h e p r o o f of p u b l i c a t i o n of t h i s v e n t u r e w a s p u b l i s h e d in 
t h e E v e n i n g O u t l o o k on May 2 0 , 1 9 6 0 . G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t and 
R o b e r t S . B u r r o u g h s w e r e l i s t e d as p a r t n e r s in t h e c o m p a n y . 

69 
R i c h a r d S h i l e , e d . A c a d e m y A w a r d s : An Linger R e f e r e n c e 

I n d e x (New Y o r k : F r e d e r i c k Linger P u b l i s h i n g C o m p a n y , 19 78 ) , 
p . 4 3 1 . 

T h e T r u e S t o r y of T h e C i v i l W a r w a s t h e b e s t s h o r t d o c u m e n t a r y 
of 1 9 5 7 . 

70 
J a c k H e l l m a n , " L i g h t and A i r y , " V a r i e t y , T h u r s d a y , 

N o v e m b e r 1 0 , 1 9 6 0 , p . 8 . ' 

7 1 
T h e E v e n i n g O u t l o o k , W e d n e s d a y , S e p t e m b e r 4 , 1 9 5 6 

( c 1 i p p i n g , p a g e c r o p p e d ) . 

72 
T h e E v e n i n g O u t l o o k , S e p t e m b e r 4 , 1 9 5 6 . 

73 
T w e l v e - i n c h t r a n s c r i p t i o n d i s c of a t e l e p h o n e c o n v e r s a -

t i o n b e t w e e n V i n c e n t and an u n i d e n t i f i e d a d v e r t i s i n g e x e c u t i v e , 
c i r c a , 1 9 4 0 . 

^ T r a n s c r i p t i o n d i s c , as a b o v e . 

75 
T h e E v e n i n g O u t l o o k , N o v e m b e r 4 , 1 9 6 0 , p . 2 1 . 

7 6 
N o t e b o o k of m a t e r i a l s p e r t a i n i n g to p r o j e c t e d B r e n t w o o d 

P r o d u c t i o n s f i l m on T h e o d o r e R o o s e v e l t . T h i s b o o k i n c l u d e s 
s h o t l i s t s , s c r i p t e x c e r p t s , a d d r e s s e s of c o n t a c t s , c a r b o n s 
of l e t t e r s , and a f o u r t e e n p a g e " l o g " of V i n c e n t ' s t r i p to 
New Y o r k C i t y in J u n e and J u l y of 1 9 6 0 . 

77 
New Y o r k t r i p l o g , p . 1 . 

7 8 
New Y o r k t r i p l o g , p . 4 . 



New Y o r k log , p . 8 . . 

8 0 
New Y o r k l o g , p . 3 . 

8 1 
L e t t e r f r o m R o b e r t V i n c e n t to Bob B u r r o u g h s , J u n e 2 6 , 

1 9 6 0 . 

8 2 
L e t t e r f r o m R o b e r t V i n c e n t to V i o l a V i n c e n t , J u n e 2 5 , 

1 9 6 0 . 

8 3 
L e t t e r f r o m V i n c e n t to V i n c e n t , J u n e 2 5 , 1 9 6 0 . 

84 
New Y o r k l o g , p . 1 3 . S i n c e V i n c e n t ' s m o t h e r had s i g n e d 

o v e r t h e r i g h t s of her s t o r i e s to him b e f o r e her d e a t h , t h e r e 
w a s a f i n a n c i a l s t a k e in p r o d u c i n g f i l m p r o p e r t i e s f r o m h e r w o r k . 

^ L e t t e r f r o m V i n c e n t to B u r r o u g h s , J u n e 2 6 , 1 9 6 0 . 

8 6 
New York l o g , p . 1 4 . 

8 7 
New Y o r k l o g , p . 1 5 . 

8 8 
T h e B r e n t w o o d P r o d u c t i o n s v e r s i o n of t h e R o o s e v e l t 

f i l m w a s not c o m p l e t e d . In 1 9 7 3 , V i n c e n t p r o d u c e d a c o m p l e t e d 
f i f t e e n - m i n u t e T . R . film in a p r o j e c t e d s e r i e s c a l l e d B o b 
V i n c e n t ' s A l m a n a c . T e c h n i c a l a s s i s t a n c e for t h i s f i l m w a s 
p r o v i d e d by B i l l B l a n c h a r d of t h e L a n s i n g C o m m u n i t y C o l l e g e 
c i n e m a p r o g r a m . 

C h a p t e r IX 

"'"Robert V i n c e n t , " V o i c e s , " Y a l e U n i v e r s i t y , L i b r a r y 
G a z e t t e , V o l u m e 17 ( J a n u a r y , 1 9 4 3 ) , 4 8 - 5 1 . 

2 
V i n c e n t , V o l u m e 1 7 , p . 5 0 . 

^ L e t t e r f r o m D r . R i c h a r d C h a p i n to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , 
D e c e m b e r 5 , 1 9 6 1 . 

^ C h a p i n , D e c e m b e r 5 , 1 9 6 1 . 

^ C h a p i n , D e c e m b e r 5 , 1 9 6 1 . 
g 

L e t t e r f r o m H e r b B e r g m a n to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , O c t o b e r 
1 6 , 1 9 6 1 . 

7 
B e r g m a n , O c t o b e r 1 6 , 1 9 6 1 . 

g 
B e r g m a n , O c t o b e r 1 6 , 1 9 6 1 . 

g 
L e t t e r f r o m R o b e r t V i n c e n t to H e r b B e r g m a n , N o v e m b e r 

1 0 , 1 9 6 1 . 



^ V i n c e n t , N o v e m b e r 1 0 , 1 9 6 1 . 

^ V i n c e n t , N o v e m b e r 1 0 , 1 9 6 1 . 

12 
V i n c e n t , N o v e m b e r 1 0 , 1 9 6 1 . 

1 3 L e t t e r f r o m R o b e r t V i n c e n t to D r . R o b e r t V o s p e r , 
D e c e m b e r 1 7 , 1 9 6 1 . 

V i n c e n t , D e c e m b e r 1 7 , 1 9 6 1 . 

1 B V i n c e n t , D e c e m b e r 1 7 , 1 9 6 1 . 

16 
V i n c e n t , D e c e m b e r 1 7 , 1 9 6 1 . 

17 
V i n c e n t , D e c e m b e r 1 7 , 1 9 6 1 . 

In t h i s r e s p e c t , V i n c e n t ujas r e p e a t i n g i d e a s t h a t he had w o r k e d 
o u t as e a r l y as t h e V o i c e s of Y e s t e r d a y s e r i e s in t h e 1 9 3 0 ' s . 
He t e n d e d to " r e c y c l e " c o n c e p t s w h i c h w e r e of v a l u e to h i m . 

18 
V i n c e n t , D e c e m b e r 1 7 , 1 9 6 1 . 

19 
V i n c e n t , D e c e m b e r 1 7 , 1 9 6 1 . 

20 
V i n c e n t , D e c e m b e r 1 7 , 1 9 6 1 . 

21 
I n t e r v i e w w i t h D r . R i c h a r d C h a p i n , A p r i l 2 1 , 1 9 8 8 . 

2 2 
L e t t e r from D r . R i c h a r d C h a p i n to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , 

D e c e m b e r 5 , 1 9 6 1 . 

2 3 
L e t t e r from D r . R i c h a r d C h a p i n to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , 

J a n u a r y 8 , 1 9 6 2 . 

2 4 C h a p i n , J a n u a r y 8 , 1 9 6 2 . 

2 5 

L e t t e r f r o m D r . R i c h a r d C h a p i n to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , 

J a n u a r y 2 3 , 1 9 6 2 . 
2 B C h a p i n , J a n u a r y 2 3 , 1 9 6 2 . 

27 

L e t t e r f r o m R o b e r t V i n c e n t to D r . R i c h a r d C h a p i n , 
F e b r u a r y 2 , 1 9 6 2 . 

2 8 V i n c e n t , F e b r u a r y 2 , 1 9 6 2 . 

2 9 

L e t t e r f r o m R o b e r t V i n c e n t to D r . R i c h a r d C h a p i n , 

F e b r u a r y 2 8 , 1 9 6 2 . 

^ L e t t e r f r o m D r . R i c h a r d C h a p i n to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , 
F e b r u a r y 2 0 , 1 9 6 2 . 



V i n c en t , F e b r u a r y 28 , 1 9 6 2 . 

L e t t e r f r o m D r . R i c h a r d C h a p i n to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , A p r i l 
1 7 , 1 9 6 2 . 

3 3 L e t t e r f r o m R o b e r t V i n c e n t to D r . R i c h a r d C h a p i n , A p r i l 
2 0 , 1 9 6 2 . 

34 
C h a p i n i n t e r v i e w , A p r i l 2 1 , 1 9 8 8 . 

35 
L e t t e r f r o m J a c k B r e s l i n to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , A p r i l 2 7 , 

1 9 6 2 . 

3 6 
L e t t e r f r o m R o b e r t V i n c e n t to V i o l a V i n c e n t , May 1 3 , 

1 9 6 2 . 

3 7 V l n c e n t , May 1 3 , 1 9 6 2 . 

3 8 T h e S t a t e J o u r n a l , M a y 2 0 , 1 9 6 2 . 

39 
L e t t e r f r o m R o b e r t V i n c e n t to V i o l a V i n c e n t , May 2 5 , 

1 9 6 2 . 

4 °V i n c e n t , May 2 5 , 1 9 6 2 . 

4 1 V i n c e n t , May 2 5 , 1 9 6 2 . 

^ M o r t W e i s i n g e r , " L i s t e n ! M a r k T w a i n S p e a k i n g , " T h e 
S a t u r d a y E v e n i n g P o s t ( f r o m c l i p p i n g ) , p a g e u n k n o w n . 

T h e t i t l e of t h i s a r t i c l e r e f e r s to a c o n t r o v e r s i a l r e c o r d i n g 
in V i n c e n t ' s c o l l e c t i o n a l l e g e d to be t h e v o i c e of M a r k T w a i n . 
L a t e r , t h e v o i c e w a s i d e n t i f i e d as t h a t of a c t o r W i l l i a m 
G i l l e t t e . 

W e i s i n g e r , l a t e r t h e e d i t o r of S u p e r m a n c o m i c s , w a s a l o n g -
t i m e f r i e n d of V i n c e n t ' s . 

4 3 C h a p i n i n t e r v i e w , A p r i l 2 1 , 1 9 8 8 . 

44 
L e t t e r f r o m R o b e r t V i n c e n t to V i o l a V i n c e n t , J u n e 8 , 

1 9 6 2 . 

45 
V i n c e n t , J u n e 8 , 1 9 6 2 . 

^ ^ L e t t e r f r o m D r . G o r d o n L . T h o m a s to D r . R i c h a r d C h a p i n , 
May 2 5 , 1 9 6 2 . 

4 7 V i n c e n t , J u n e 8 , 1 9 6 2 . 

48 
I n t e r v i e w w i t h V i o l a V i n c e n t , A p r i l 8 , 1 9 8 8 . 



L e t t e r f r o m D o n D i c k to D r . R i c h a r d C h a p i n , May 3 D , 

I n t e r v i e w w i t h D r . M a u r i c e C r a n e , A u g u s t , 1 9 8 6 . 

5 1 T h e S t a t e J o u r n a l , May 2 3 , 1 9 6 2 , p . A - 5 . 

5 2 

T h e D e t r o i t Ne w s , N o v e m b e r 3 , 1 9 6 3 ( c l i p p i n g ) , p a g e 
u n k n o w n . 

5 3 
B a r r y F u r l o n g , " S o u n d S c h o l a r s h i p , " T i m e , F e b r u a r y 

7 , 1 9 6 4 , p . 4 9 5 0 . 

54 
" S o u n d s of H i s t o r y , " T h e New Y o r k T i m e s M a g a z i n e , M a r c h 

2 2 , 1 9 6 4 ( r e p r i n t ) , p a g e s u n k n o w n . 

5 5 F u r l o n g , p . 5 0 . 

56 
T i m e , F e b r u a r y 7 , p . 5 0 . 

57 
L e t t e r f r o m R o b e r t E . C a r p to G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t , A p r i l 

2 3 , 1 9 6 4 . 

"'^Letter f r o m G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t to R o b e r t E . C a r p , A p r i l 
2 8 , 1 9 6 4 . 

5 9 
L e t t e r f r o m C l a r e n c e " B i g g i e " M u n n to J a c k L e s c o u l i e , 

O c t o b e r 2 9 , 1 9 6 3 . 

6 0 
W e s t e r n U n i o n T e l e g r a m f r o m J u d y C r i c h t o n of I ' v e G o t 

a S e c r e t s t a f f to G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t , A p r i l 1 6 , 1 9 6 4 . 

T h e t e l e g r a m c o n f i r m s t h e d a t e of A p r i l 20 for V i n c e n t ' s 
a p p e a r a n c e . 

61 
T h e d a t e of t h i s c o u r s e o f f e r i n g is d e t e r m i n e d by t h e 

d a t e s on t e r m p a p e r s s a v e d by V i n c e n t f r o m t h e c o u r s e . T h e 
p a p e r of C a r o l C o n g d o n is d a t e d D e c e m b e r 8 , 1 9 6 4 . 

6 2 
' ^ L e t t e r f r o m C a r l W o o d to D r . R i c h a r d C h a p i n , u n d a t e d . 

6 3 

G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t , " T h e S o u n d of H i s t o r y , " L i b r a r y 
J o u r n a l , V o l u m e 90 ( O c t o b e r 1 5 , 1 9 6 5 ) , p . 4 2 8 2 - 4 2 9 0 . 

64 

V i n c e n t , V o l u m e 9 0 , p . 4 2 9 0 . 

V i n c e n t , V o l u m e 9 0 , p . 4 2 8 9 . 
6 6 

I n t e r v i e w w i t h D r . R i c h a r d C h a p i n , A p r i l 2 1 , 1 9 8 8 . 
6 7 

V i n c e n t , V o l u m e 9 0 , p . 4 2 9 0 . 



6 8 P a t i e n c e and F o r t i t u d e , "A N a t i o n a l V o i c e L i b r a r y 

r e l e a s e , " 19 6 4 . 

69 
L e t t e r f r o m Tom K . P h a r e s to G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t , N o v e m b e r 

2 3 , 1 9 6 4 . 

P h a r e s w a s t h e A s s i s t a n t D i r e c t o r of P u b l i c R e l a t i o n s for 
W e s t i n g h o u s e E l e c t r i c C o m p a n y . He i n d i c a t e s in t h e l e t t e r 
t h a t the W o r l d ' s F a i r T i m e C a p s u l e w a s to be d i s t r i b u t e d to 
r a d i o s t a t i o n s . 

70 
V i n c e n t p r o d u c e d t h i r t y - n i n e e p i s o d e s of S p i n B a c k 

t h e Y e a r s in its o r i g i n a l r u n . L a t e r , in 1 9 7 2 , V i n c e n t o f f e r e d 
a s e r i e s of t w e n t y - f o u r p r o g r a m s to p u b l i c r a d i o s t a t i o n s . 
A c o m p l e t e l i s t i n g and d e s c r i p t i n of the t w e n t y - f o u r p r o g r a m s 
is i n c l u d e d in an a d v e r t i s i n g b o o k l e t t h a t V i n c e n t had p r i n t e d 
to s e n d to i n t e r e s t e d p r o g r a m d i r e c t o r s . 

71 
B a r b J o n e s , " W M S B a i r s v o i c e s of p a s t e r a s , " T h e S t a t e 

N e w s , F e b r u a r y 4 , 1 9 6 9 . 

7 2 
T h e s e " a u d i o v i g n e t t e s " a r e d e s c r i b e d in a b o o k l e t 

p r o d u c e d by the I n s t r u c t i o n a l M e d i a C e n t e r at M i c h i g a n S t a t e 
U n i v e r s i t y . 

7 3 
V i n c e n t c o l l e c t e d t h e " H i s t o r y In S o u n d " c o l u m n s in 

h i s s c r a p b o o k on the h i s t o r y of the V o i c e L i b r a r y . T h e y a r e 
n o t d a t e d . 

^ L e t t e r f r o m H e n r y H i c k s , A . B . C . N e w s , to G . R o b e r t 
V i n c e n t , F e b r u a r y 2 5 , 1 9 6 5 . 

7 5 
L e t t e r f r o m H a r o l d L a k e to G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t , J a n u a r y 

3 0 , 1 9 6 5 . 

7 6 
N o t a t i o n and p h o t o g r a p h by G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t on K . D . K . A . 

t r i p in N a t i o n a l V o i c e L i b r a r y s c r a p b o o k , p . 1 0 6 . 

77 
I n t e r v i e w w i t h V i o l a V i n c e n t , A p r i l 8 , 1 9 8 8 . 

7 8 
I n t e r i v e w w i t h G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t , S p r i n g , 1 9 8 5 . 

79 
V i n c e n t i n t e r v i e w . 

8 0 
I n t e r v i e w w i t h D r . R i c h a r d C h a p i n , A p r i l 2 1 , 1 9 8 8 . 

81 
C h a p i n i n t e r v i e w . 

8 2 
I n t e r v i e w w i t h D r . M a u r i c e C r a n e , A u g u s t , 1 9 8 6 . 

n "z 
L e t t e r f r o m D r . R i c h a r d C h a p i n to G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t , 

D e c e m b e r 2 9 , 1 9 7 0 . 



L e t t e r f r o m R o b e r t V i n c e n t to N a t i o n a l P e r s o n n e l R e c o r d s 
C e n t e r , D e c e m b e r 2 , 1 9 7 0 . 

8 5 
C r a n e in t er v i ew . 

8 6 
L e t t e r f r o m D r . R i c h a r d C h a p i n to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , A p r i l 

2 3 , 1 9 7 3 . 

8 7 
I n t e r v i e w w i t h G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t , S p r i n g , 1 9 8 5 . 

V i n c e n t s h o w e d me a v i d e o c a s s e t t e of t h e p r o g r a m w h i c h is 
d a t e d " 1 1 - 9 - 7 1 . " 

8 8 
L e t t e r f r o m T o m K e n n y to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , N o v e m b e r 1 2 , 

1 9 7 1 . 

8 9 
T h i s is V i n c e n t ' s own n o t a t i o n in h i s V o i c e L i b r a r y 

s c r a p b o o k . 

90 
C r a n e i n t e r v i e w , A u g u s t 1 9 8 5 . 

D r . C h a p i n o f f e r e d to c h a n g e t h e n a m e of t h e N a t i o n a l V o i c e 
L i b r a r y to t h e G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t V o i c e L i b r a r y in h i s l e t t e r 
of A p r i l 2 3 , 1 9 7 3 . V i n c e n t , a c c o r d i n g to h i s w i f e , n e v e r 
l i k e d the new n a m e . On t h e d o o r of h i s s t u d i o in h i s E a s t 
L a n s i n g h o m e , V i n c e n t p l a c e d a N a t i o n a l V o i c e L i b r a r y s i g n . 
He had s t a t i o n a r y p r i n t e d w i t h h i s h o m e a d d r e s s l i s t e d as 
T h e N a t i o n a l V o i c e L i b r a r y . 

9 1 
L e t t e r f r o m R o b e r t V i n c e n t to D r . R i c h a r d C h a p i n , 

O c t o b e r 2 1 , 1 9 7 1 . 

9 2 
S u e N i c h o l s , " M a u r i c e C r a n e : F i n d i n g t h e G o o d G i g s 

in L i f e , " T h e S t a t e J o u r n a l , J u n e 2 8 , 1 9 8 7 , p . 8 J . 

9 3 
V i o l a V i n c e n t I n t e r v i e w , A p r i l 8 , 1 9 8 8 . 

9 4 
V i n c e n t ' s b o o k s i n c l u d e d h i s m o t h e r ' s e x t e n s i v e l i b r a r y . 

His own t a s t e s ran to b i o g r a p h y and s o c i a l h i s t o r y . T h e l a r g e 
n u m b e r of s e l f - h e l p b o o k s in t h e c o l l e c t i o n i n c l u d e v o l u m e s 
on r e a l - e s t a t e , i n v e s t m e n t s , h y p n o t i s m , m e d i c i n e , and w r i t i n g . 
V i n c e n t ' s f a v o r i t e n o v e l i s t w a s J o h n D o s P a s s o s . T h e c o l l e c -
t i o n i n c l u d e s s e v e r a l w e l l - w o r n e a r l y e d i t i o n s of t h e A m e r i c a n 
w r i t e r ' s w o r k . V i n c e n t t o l d rne o n c e t h a t D o s P a s s o s ' n o v e l s 
r e m i n d e d him of h i s y o u t h f u l d a y s in New Y o r k C i t y . V i n c e n t ' s 
i n t e r e s t in t h e " c a m e r a - e y e " t e c h n i q u e w a s e v i d e n t in h i s 
d o c u m e n t a r y f i l m - m a k i n g and m a y h a v e d e r i v e d f r o m D o s P a s s o s ' 
u s e of t h e c o n c e p t in h i s f i c t i o n . 

9 5 
D o n K e m p w a s i n v o l v e d in e n g i n e e r i n g S p i n B a c k t h e 

Y e a r s at UJ. M . S . B . t e l e v i s i o n . In 1 9 8 1 , K e m p e n g i n e e r e d my 
s e r i e s J a z z A r c h i v e s at bJ.K.A.R. r a d i o . V i n c e n t , K e m p , and 
I h e l d an i n t e r v i e w s e s s i o n at V i n c e n t ' s h o m e in F e b r u a r y 
of 1 9 8 1 . 



V i n c e n t w a s i m p r e s s e d at my o b t a i n i n g a g r a n t b e c a u s e 
he had a l w a y s b e e n t h w a r t e d in his a t t e m p t s to get such f u n d i n g 
at t h e N a t i o n a l V o i c e L i b r a r y . 

9 7 
V i n c e n t w o r k e d f a s t and grew i m p a t i e n t w a i t i n g f o r 

me to a r r i v e at our w e e k l y r e c o r d i n g s e s s i o n s . T h u s , he 
d e v i s e d the plan for r e c o r d i n g t h e s c r i p t in s e p a r a t e s e g m e n t s . 
T h i s plan a l s o g a v e him m o r e c o n t r o l o v e r e d i t i n g s i n c e he 
c o u l d s p l i c e and " m i x " t h e v o i c e t r a c k s to h i s own a e s t h e t i c 
t a s t e s . I n e v i t a b l y , V i n c e n t ' s i d e a s of p a c i n g and t i m i n g 
w e r e c o r r e c t . 

9 8 
V i n c e n t ' s m a i n o b j e c t i o n to t h e M e r c e r p r o g r a m w a s 

my i n c l u s i o n of a r e c o r d i n g of G l e n n UJallichs t a l k i n g a b o u t 
t h e f o u n d i n g of C a p i t o l R e c o r d s w i t h h i s p a r t n e r J o h n n y M e r c e r . 
V i n c e n t t h o u g h t t h a t t h e s e g m e n t " d r a g g e d . " L a t e r , I d i s -
c o v e r e d t h a t V i n c e n t r e s e n t e d lilallichs for s o m e r e a s o n , pro-
b a b l y in c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t h e f i n a n c i a l a r r a n g e m e n t s for H a r k 
t h e Y e a r s , a C a p i t o l p r o d u c t i o n . 
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C h a p i n i n t e r v i e w , A p r i l 2 1 , 1 9 8 8 . 
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T h e f o l l o w i n g b i b l i o g r a p h y l i s t s , f i r s t , t h e b o o k s t h a t 

w e r e c i t e d in the a b o v e s t u d y . N e x t , t h e p r i m a r y s o u r c e s 

f r o m the p r i v a t e c o l l e c t i o n of G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t a r e l i s t e d . 

T h e s e i n c l u d e l e t t e r s , a r t i c l e s , and n e w s p a p e r r e f e r e n c e s . 

F i n a l l y , t h e r e is a l i s t i n g of u n p u b l i s h e d m a n u s c r i p t m a t e -

r i a l s , s c r a p b o o k s , and r e c o r d i n g s f r o m the V i n c e n t c o l l e c t i o n 

w h i c h w e r e u s e d in t h e s t u d y . A l i s t i n g of i n t e r v i e w s c o n -

d u c t e d in the s t u d y is a l s o p r o v i d e d . 
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E d w a r d R . S t e t t i n i u s to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , May 1 9 , 1 9 4 5 . 

E u g e n e Ul. M o o r e to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , J u n e 1 8 , 1 9 4 5 

F r a n c i s B i d d l e to E d w a r d R . S t e t t i n i u s , J a n u a r y 1 5 , 1 9 4 6 . 

J u s t i e R o b e r t H . J a c k s o n to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , A u g u s t 2 0 , 1 9 4 6 . 

C . R . W a l g r e e n to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , F e b r u a r y 1 1 , 1 9 4 7 . 

J a m e s T . B o b b to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , D e c e m b e r 1 0 , 1 9 4 8 . 

D a v i d C l i f t to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , May 6 , 1 9 4 9 . 

C l e a n t h B r o o k s to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , May 3 1 , 1 9 4 9 . 

J o h n H . M i t c h e l l to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , ( u n d a t e d ) . 

F r e d e r i c k L e w i s A l l e n to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , A p r i l 1 2 , 1 9 5 0 . 

C l i p B o u t e l l to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , N o v e m b e r 2 8 , 1 9 5 1 . 

E x e c u t i v e B o a r d A D T F C to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , J u n e 5 , 1 9 5 3 . 

R o b e r t V i n c e n t to E l l i o t t K o n e , J u n e 1 6 , 1 9 5 3 . 

L . W o l f e G i l b e r t to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , J u n e 1 6 , 1 9 5 4 . 

R o b e r t V i n c e n t to V i o l a V i n c e n t , J u n e 2 5 , 1 9 6 0 . 

R o b e r t V i n c e n t to R o b e r t B u r r o u g h s , J u n e 2 6 , 1 9 6 0 . 

R o b e r t V i n c e n t to M r . B r o w n , A p r i l 2 4 , 1 9 6 1 . 

H e r b B e r g m a n to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , O c t o b e r 1 6 , 1 9 6 1 . 

R o b e r t V i n c e n t to H e r b B e r g m a n , N o v e m b e r 1 0 , 1 9 6 1 . 

D r . R i c h a r d C h a p i n to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , D e c e m b e r 5 , 1 9 6 1 . 

R o b e r t V i n c e n t to D r . R o b e r t V o s p e r , D e c e m b e r 1 7 , 1 9 6 1 . 

D r . R i c h a r d C h a p i n to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , J a n u a r y 8 , 1 9 6 2 . 



D r . R i c h a r d C h a p i n to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , J a n u a r y 2 3 , 1 9 6 2 . 

R o b e r t V i n c e n t to D r . R i c h a r d C h a p i n , F e b r u a r y 2 , 1 9 6 2 . 

D r . R i c h a r d C h a p i n to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , F e b r u a r y 2 0 , 1 9 6 2 . 

R o b e r t V i n c e n t to D r . R i c h a r d C h a p i n , F e b r u a r y 2 8 , 1 9 6 2 . 

D r . R i c h a r d C h a p i n to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , A p r i l 1 7 , 1 9 6 2 . 

R o b e r t V i n c e n t to D r . R i c h a r d C h a p i n , A p r i l 2 0 , 1 9 6 2 . 

J a c k B r e s l i n to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , A p r i l 2 7 , 1 9 6 2 . 

R o b e r t V i n c e n t to V i o l a V i n c e n t , M a y 1 3 , 1 9 6 2 . 

R o b e r t V i n c e n t to V i o l a V i n c e n t , M a y 2 5 , 1 9 6 2 . 

R o b e r t V i n c e n t to V i o l a V i n c e n t , J u n e 8 , 1 9 6 2 . 

D r . G o r d o n L . T h o m a s to D r . R i c h a r d C h a p i n , M a y 2 5 , 1 9 6 2 . 

D o n D i c k to D r . R i c h a r d C h a p i n , M a y 3 0 , 1 9 6 2 . 

C a r l W o o d to D r . R i c h a r d C h a p i n , ( u n d a t e d ) . 

C l a r e n c e " B i g g i e " M u n n to J a c k L e s c o u l i e , O c t o b e r 2 9 , 1 9 6 3 . 

R o b e r t E . C a r p to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , A p r i l 2 3 , 1 9 6 4 . 

R o b e r t V i n c e n t to R o b e r t E . C a r p , A p r i l 2 8 , 1 9 6 4 . 

Tom K . P h a r e s to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , N o v e m b e r 2 3 , 1 9 6 4 . 

H e n r y H i c k s to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , ( u n d a t e d ) . 

F r e d r i c k M a r c h to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , ( u n d a t e d ) . 

R o b e r t V i n c e n t to M i c h a e l S h i n a s , N o v e m b e r 3 0 , 1 9 6 4 . 

H a r o l d L a k e to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , F e b r u a r y 2 5 , 1 9 6 5 . 

R o b e r t V i n c e n t to J o h n T i e r n e y , S e p t e m b e r 1 8 , 1 9 6 7 . 

D r . R i c h a r d C h a p i n to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , A p r i l 2 3 , 1 9 7 0 . 

R o b e r t V i n c e n t to N a t i o n a l R e c o r d s C e n t e r , D e c e m b e r 2 , 1 9 7 0 . 

D r . R i c h a r d C h a p i n to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , D e c e m b e r 2 9 , 1 9 7 0 . 

R o b e r t V i n c e n t to D r . R i c h a r d C h a p i n , O c t o b e r 2 1 , 1 9 7 1 . 

Tom K e n n y to R o b e r t V i n c e n t , N o v e m b e r 1 2 , 1 9 7 1 . 



A r t i c l e s and P e r i o d i c a l s 

T h i s s t u d y m a d e u s e of s e v e r a l n e w s p a p e r c l i p p i n g s in 
G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t ' s s c r a p b o o k c o l l e c t i o n . M a n y w e r e c r o p p e d 
so t h a t p u b l i c a t i o n d a t e s a n d h e a d i n g s w e r e n o t a v a i l a b l e . 

B i l l b o a r d . A u g u s t 4 , 1 9 5 1 . 

B o s t o n A m e r i c a n . 1 9 1 6 . 

B o s t o n G l o b e . 1 9 2 1 . 

B o y s ' P a p e r . I l l , N o . 1 , D e c e m b e r , 1 9 1 2 . 

B r i d g e p o r t H e r a l d . D e c e m b e r 1 1 , 1 9 3 8 , p . 2 0 . 

D e t r o i t F r e e P r e s s . N o v e m b e r 1 7 , 1 9 8 5 , p . 1 7 D . 

T h e D e t r o i t N e w s . N o v e m b e r 3 , 1 9 6 3 . 

F o r t h c o m i n g P u b l i c a t i o n s . N e w Y o r k : H o u g h t o n M i f l i n , S p r i n g , 
1 9 1 8 . 

F u r l o n g , B a r r y . " S o u n d s of H i s t o r y , " New Y o r k T i m e s M a g a z i n e , 
M a r c h 2 2 , 1 9 5 4 , p . 1 2 - 7 6 . 

H a r t f o r d D a i l y C o u r a n t . F e b r u a r y 1 3 , 1 9 3 9 , p . 8 C . 

H e g g i e , B a r b a r a . " V o i c e s , " T h e New Y o r k e r , May 1 7 , 1 9 4 1 , 
p . 2 4 - 3 1 . 

H e l l m a n , J a c k . " L i g h t and A i r y , " V a r i e t y , N o v e m b e r 1 0 , 1 9 6 0 , 
p . 8 . " 

" H u n t i n g L o s t V o i c e s , " P o p u l a r M e c h a n i c s , M a r c h , 1 9 3 9 , p . 
3 7 7 - 1 4 4 1 . 

J o n e s , B a r b . " W M S B A i r s V o i c e s of P a s t E r a s , " T h e S t a t e N e w s , 
F e b r u a r y 4 , 1 9 6 9 . 

N e w s w e e k . A u g u s t 2 , 1 9 4 4 , p . 9 6 . 

" L i f e G o e s to A P a r t y F o r V - D i s c s , " L i f e . O c t o b e r 1 8 , 1 9 4 3 , 
p . 1 1 7 - 1 2 4 . 

New Y o r k A m e r i c a n . 1 9 1 9 . 

New Y o r k E v e n i n g W o r l d . A u g u s t 4 , 1 9 1 7 . 

New Y o r k T i m e s . M a y 8 , 1 9 1 5 , p . 1 . 



. A u g u s t 2 0 , 1 9 4 2 . 

N e w Y o r k W o r 1 d - T e 1 e g r a m . F e b r u a r y I B , 1 9 4 2 . 

N i c h o l s , S u e . " M a u r i c e C r a n e : F i n d i n g t h e G o o d G i g s in L i f e , " 
T h e S t a t e J o u r n a l . J u n e 2 8 , 1 9 8 7 , p . 8 J . 

" R a d i o R e v i e w s , " V a r i e t y . A u g u s t 2 , 1 9 4 4 . 

R o o s e v e l t , E l e a n o r . "My D a y . " New Y o r k W o r l d - T e l e g r a m . 
M a y 2 4 , 1 9 4 2 . 

S a n t a M o n i c a E v e n i n g O u t l o o k . S e p t e m b e r 4 , 1 9 5 6 . 

. M a y 2 0 , 1 9 6 0 . 

. N o v e m b e r 4 , 1 9 6 0 . 

S c h l i e f , S h a r o n N . " L i s t e n e r s Go B a c k in T i m e , " T o w n e C o u r i e r 
( E a s t L a n s i n g , M l ) . O c t o b e r 1 4 , 1 9 8 2 , p . 1 9 A - 2 Q A . 

" S o u n d S c h o l a r s h i p , " T i m e . F e b r u a r y 7 , 1 9 6 4 , p . 4 9 - 5 0 . 

S P U N K . v o l . I, N o . 1 , A p r i l , 1 9 1 9 . 

S t a t e J o u r n a l . M a y 2 0 , 1 9 6 2 . 

. M a y 2 3 , 1 9 6 2 . 

" T h e y S t i l l S p e a k , " R o c k e f e l l e r C e n t e r M a g a z i n e , M a r c h , 1 9 4 0 , 
p . 1 2 - 1 3 . 

" U N d i s t i n g u i s h e d V o i c e s , " T i m e . A p r i l 2 9 , 1 9 4 6 , p . 5 6 . 

" V - D i s c s P r o v e M o r a l e L i f t e r s for S e r v i c e m e n , " A s s o c i a t e d 
P r e s s , O c t o b e r 2 8 , 1 9 4 4 . 

V i n c e n t , G . R o b e r t . " T h e Boy W h o P l a y e d H o o k e y to S e e t h e 
W a r , " New Y o r k W o r l d S u n d a y E d i t i o n , ( d a t e u n k n o w n ) , 
1 9 1 7 . 

. " T h e S o u n d of H i s t o r y , " L i b r a r y J o u r n a l , V o l . 

9 0 , N o . 1 8 , O c t o b e r 1 5 , 1 9 6 5 . ~ 

. " V o i c e s , " Y a l e U n i v e r s i t y L i b r a r y G a z e t t e , V o l . 
1 7 , N o . 3 , J a n u a r y , 1 9 4 3 . 

" V o i c e s F r o m t h e G r a v e , " M e c h a n i x I l l u s t r a t e d , p . 4 4 - 1 3 4 . 

W e i s i n g e r , M o r t . " L i s t e n , M a r k T w a i n S p e a k i n g , " S a t u r d a y 
E v e n i n g P o s t , J u l y 3 , 1 9 4 8 . 

W o l t m a n , F r e d e r i c k . " C o l l e c t o r of H i s t o r i c R e c o r d s , " New 
Y o r k W o r l d - T e l e g r a m , M a r c h 1, 1 9 4 0 , p . 22 



U n p u b l i s h e d M a n u s c r i p t s 

R o o s e v e l t , T h e o d o r e . 1 p a g e m a n u s c r i p t of an a r t i c l e s u b m i t t e d 
to T h e B o y s ' P a p e r in 1 9 1 2 . ( T y p e w r i t t e n , s i g n e d ) . 

Y s a y e , L i s a . " L o u t r e . " ( t y p e w r i t t e n ) . 

V i n c e n t , G . R o b e r t . W o r l d W a r I m e m o i r . P r e p a r e d u n d e r t h e 
s p o n s o r s h i p of F r a n k T i n n e y , 1 9 1 7 . ( T y p e w r i t t e n ) . 

. J o u r n a l of h i s New Y o r k t r i p to w o r k on t h e 
T h e o d o r e R o o s e v e l t f i l m for B r e n t w o o d P r o d u c t i o n s , J u n e 
2 0 , I 9 6 0 to J u l y 1 5 , 1 9 6 0 . (13 p a g e s , t y p e w r i t t e n , 
s i n g l e - s p a c e d ) . 

. " T h e P i e I n t e r l u d e . " T h e s t o r y of how t h e 
V i n c e n t s s u p p o r t e d t h e m s e l v e s d u r i n g t h e D e p r e s s i o n , 
( t y p e w r i t t e n ) . 

. " S p i n B a c k t h e Y e a r s . " C o v e r i n g t h e y e a r s up 

to W o r l d W a r I, 1 9 6 7 . ( T y p e w r i t t e n ) . 

. " T w e n t y - F i v e Y e a r s A g o . " A m e m o i r of V i n c e n t ' s 
e x p e r i e n c e s at t h e San F r a n c i s c o C o n f e r e n c e , 1 9 7 0 . 
( T y p e w r i t t e n ) . 

. " V - D i s c M e m o i r . " ( T y p e w r i t t e n ) . 

. " W o u l d - B e W a r C o r r e s p o n d e n t . " An e x t e n s i o n of 

" S p i n B a c k t h e Y e a r s , " 1 9 8 4 . ( T y p e w r i t t e n ) . 

S c r a p b o o k s 

In h i s l a t e r y e a r s R o b e r t V i n c e n t a s s e m b l e d s e v e r a l 
s c r a p b o o k s of m e m o r a b i l i a f r o m h i s l i f e . T h e s e i n c l u d e d 
p i c t u r e s , d o c u m e n t s , n e w s p a p e r c l i p p i n g s , and e p h e m e r a . A 
s e c o n d s e r i e s of s c r a p b o o k s , b e g u n in t h e 1 9 3 0 ' s , c o n t a i n e d 
w r i t t e n t e x t s by V i n c e n t . 

T h e r e a r e s e v e n s c r a p b o o k s in t h e f i r s t s e r i e s w h i c h 
c o v e r s e a c h m a j o r p h a s e of V i n c e n t ' s l i f e . T h e s e c o n d s e r i e s , 
w i t h t e x t s , c o n t a i n s t h r e e b o o k s . T h e y a r e e n t i t l e d as 
f o l l o w s : 

" S p i n B a c k the Y e a r s : B o o k O n e , T h e Boy E d i t o r " 

" B o o k T w o : T h e F i r s t W o r l d W a r " 

" B o o k T h r e e : R e t u r n to P e a c e , A C h r o n i c l e of t h e T w e n t i e s " 



l/incent a l s o a s s e m b l e d a b o u n d v o l u m e on t h e h i s t o r y 
of the N a t i o n a l V o i c e L i b r a r y f r o m 1 9 6 2 to 1 9 7 3 . 

R e c o r d i n g s 

A d v e n t u r e s w i t h A d m i r a l B y r d , s i x t e e n - i n c h t r a n s c r i p t i o n d i s c s 
of p r o g r a m s p r o d u c e d by G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t for H a r r y L . 
G o o d m a n P r o d u c t i o n s , c i r c a 1 9 4 1 . 

M u s i c a l B y - l i n e s , c a s s e t t e s of t w e n t y - s i x p r o g r a m s c o n t a i n i n g 
h i s t o r i c a l r e c o r d i n g s and a n e c d o t e s by G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t , 
p r o d u c e d by D o u g l a s C o l l a r f o r t h e S a t e l l i t e P r o g r a m 
D e v e l o p m e n t F u n d , 1 9 8 2 . 

S p i n B a c k t h e Y e a r s , r e e l - t o - r e e l t a p e s of t h i r t y - n i n e p r o g r a m s 
of h i s t o r i c a l r e c o r d i n g s and a n e c d o t e s by G . R o b e r t 
V i n c e n t and D r . M a u r i c e C r a n e , p r o d u c e d by G . R o b e r t 
V i n c e n t , c i r c a 1 9 7 0 . 

V o i c e s of Y e s t e r d a y , s i x t e e n - i n c h t r a n s c r i p t i o n d i s c s of pro-
g r a m s p r o d u c e d by G . R o b e r t V i n c e n t f o r H a r r y L . G o o d m a n 
P r o d u c t i o n s , 1 9 3 9 . 

I n t e r v i e w s 

D r . M a u r i c e C r a n e , C u r a t o r of t h e V i n c e n t V o i c e L i b r a r y , 
M i c h i g a n S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y , E a s t L a n s i n g , M I . A u g u s t , 
1 9 8 6 ; A p r i l , 1 9 8 8 . 

D r . R i c h a r d C h a p i n , D i r e c t o r of L i b r a r i e s , M i c h i g a n S t a t e 
U n i v e r s i t y , E a s t L a n s i n g , M I . A p r i l 2 1 , 1 9 8 8 . 

S t a n K u w i c k , d i s c u s s i o n at t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l A s s o c i a t i o n of 
J a z z R e c o r d C o l l e c t o r s C o n v e n t i o n , D e t r o i t , M I . A u g u s t , 
1 9 8 2 . 

K e n n e t h V i n c e n t . E a s t L a n s i n g , M I . J u l y , 1 9 8 6 . 

R o b e r t V i n c e n t . E a s t L a n s i n g , M I . F e b r u a r y , 1 9 8 1 ; A u g u s t 
1 9 8 2 ; M a r c h - J u n e , 1 9 8 5 . 

V i o l a V i n c e n t . E a s t L a n s i n g , M I . A u g u s t 1 4 , 1 9 8 6 ; A u g u s t , 
1 9 8 7 ; N o v e m b e r 1 6 , 1 9 8 7 ; A p r i l 8 , 1 9 8 8 . 


